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 Leonard Page was born into a middle-class orthodox family in Krakow in 1913 He 
received a master’s degree and taught for some years in a Jewish High School His father had 
lived in the US but came back and then wasn’t able to take his family back. The Jews in Krakow 
were busy absorbing the Polish Jewish who were faced to move back from Germany without 
any possessions or money.  
 When the war started Leonard was in the Polish army. He was captured by the Germans 
and given the choice of a POW camp in Germany or Russian. He chose Germany because he 
thought they would be more likely to uphold the Geneva Conventions. He was sent to 
Czestochowa but escaped the train and went back to Krakow. He didn’t report to the Gestapo 
because those who did were shot. He hid in the ghetto, where he met and was hired by Oskar 
Schindler. Schindler was responsible for saving many hundreds of Jews by employing them in 
his factories, while at the same time entertaining and bribing the Gestapo. Leonard worked 
under Schindler’s protection for 3 1/2 years. His wife, whom he married in 1940, worked in a 
clothing factory in the ghetto but them went to work for Schindler in Plaszow.  Leonard’s family 
was exterminated in Warsaw and in Belzec. 
 Leonard talks about Amon Goeth, the Nazi head of the Plaszow camp, and about his 
cruelties. He had his underlings randomly shoot Jews. At liberation, Schindler had given arms to 
the Jew, but they disarmed the German soldiers without killing them. Leonard was sick with 
typhus and remained for 4 weeks in the camp being cared for by Dr. Millstein of Krakow. The 
Russian soldiers told the Jews they would have a good life if they went to the Soviet Union, but 
the Jewish Russian soldiers told them that life there was really terrible. 
 Leonard had wanted to go to Israel, but he got involved with a UN project educating 
children. He travelled to Budapest and Czechoslovakia but returned to Munich the Soviets took 
over those areas. Leonard and his wife moved to the United States in 1947. Although he knew 
no English, Leonard opened a store in Manhattan in 3 weeks repairing handbags. He found the 
weather was not good for him so in 1950 they moved to Los Angeles. He has 2 well educated 
children. 
 Leonard talked about how the Jews survived in the camps by being dignified, not by 
physical resistance. They slowed down production in factories and tried to maintain their 
humor Mainly they survived by luck or by being protected by Schindler.  The Schindler Jews in 
Israel were mainly responsible for getting Schindler to be one of the first righteous gentiles 
named in Yad Vashem.  Leonard says he met Thomas Keneally, who wrote the famous book 
Schindler’s List, and told him the story on which he based the book. 
 Leonard mentions a story about famous composer Herman Rosner who, with his 4-year-
old son, miraculously survived Auschwitz. 
 He feels we haven’t learned anything from this experience but people are repeating 
horrors around the world. He things they should have spoken about the Holocaust from the 
very beginning. 
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