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 Rose was born in 1923 in Poland to an orthodox family including her 3 sisters, 1 brother, 
parents and grandmother. She describes her memories of early life in a small town where her 
family ran a general store and there were about 40 Jewish families.  When she was 12 or 13 she 
insisted on continuing her studies in Lublin and her family finally agreed. She lived with a 
wealthy cousin of her mother who took her in as a daughter. When the war broke out in 1939 
she was in her home town. There were so few Jews in the town that they were not made to 
flee, but there were plenty of beatings by the Nazis and the family store was continuously 
trashed. 
 Rose describes many narrow escapes from the Nazis. She was sent to a labor camp with 
her family in September 1941 They had heard stories about the horrible camps but no one 
believed it. She can’t even believe it today! One of her sisters escaped going to the camp and 
was never found; Rose still searches for her.  The family was all sent in different directions. She 
was sent to Chelm but was able to find her father and 2 siblings 20 miles away. Amazingly she 
spoke with the Gestapo director there and he let her father and siblings go free! They went and 
hid with a fried and were able to stay there until they were discovered and shot 2 weeks before 
the end of the war. Her father commanded Rose to leave them and save herself. 
 Along the way to Lublin Rose saw the Gestapo shooting Jews and burying them. In 
Lublin she found a good Polish friend who was afraid to hide her but got her false papers and 
told her to go to Germany. Rose was blond, spoke Polish fluently and decided to pass as a 
gentile Pole. She was jailed, beaten, tortured but never admitted she was Jewish. She finally 
ended up in Auschwitz in December 1944 as a non-Jewish Pole. She describes the usual horrible 
time at selections and then shaving and clothing in prison garb. She watched as thousands were 
marched to the gas chambers during her time in Auschwitz. As the Russians were closing in, the 
remaining prisoners were sent on a death march. She describes the freezing cold, the brutal 
killings of anyone who sat down. 
 One night near Kraków, Rose and another gentile polish girl hid in the loft of a barn 
under hay and then didn’t come out to continue on the march. They were able to escape and 
find their way to the friend’s family. She stayed with them two weeks and then went to her 
home town to search for family.  She discovered she had lost everyone in her extended family 
except for one aunt who had gone to Cuba years before the war and ended up in Miami. 
 At one-point Rose fell in love with a Polish non-Jewish boy. She had decided to abandon 
Judaism forever but she eventually found out he was very antisemitic and she went back to 
being Jewish. She says she knew that most Poles never liked Jews but there was some that 
were very kind. She says she wants to someday go back to Poland to thank all those kind Poles 
that helped her. 
 Rose got to the US through HIAS and worked for a time on Wall Street in New York. She 
went to Israel and met her husband Jack there. She has done daughter. She has written a book 
The Story of Rose which she is hoping to get published. She states some of her survival rests on 
the fact that she is very strong and never got sick and never needed to go to a psychiatrist. She 
believes that materialism is worth nothing. 
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