
   HARRY WASSER 
   RG-50.005.0056 (recorded in LA 1984) 
 
 Harry was born in a little town in Poland (Horochow) and had five sisters and 3 brothers.  
He belonged to Echalutz, a Zionist organization and he wanted to emigrate to Palestine, but he 
was called into the Polish army and sent to the eastern border. 18 days after the war started he 
was captured by the Germans and sent with other Jews to a stable. He was put on trial twice 
and charged with killing 2 German fliers, which he didn’t do.  For some reason he was not 
convicted and sent back to a POW camp. He was still considered a POW but the Jews and poles 
were separated. The polish POWs were getting Red Cross packages, but not the Jews 
 Harry was in several different camps, Kremps, Mosberg in Bavaria which was called 
Stalag 6, then Allach to dig trenches. They were moved every few months. There were about 
2500 Jewish POWs who were going to be exchanged for Russian POWs, but this was cancelled 
when the Russians and Germans declared war In March 1942 he was in Lublin where the 
commander of the Stalag, Dorff, killed many people. At one time 40 people were made to dig a 
very long trench and then were made to unload many dead bodies from trucks and bury them.  
 In May or June 1942 most of the Jews in Lublin were sent to Treblinka.  They didn’t 
know what Treblinka. In Lublin they built Majdanek camp and then housed and killed Czech 
Jews, Germans, and Russian POWs. Harry was sent to Radom to again stand trial for the killing 
of the 2 German fliers and once again freed. He doesn’t know why, but he was in jail until 
August of 1943 and he watched as many others in the jail were sent to their deaths He said this 
was a very confusing and emotional time.  Then in August 1944 he was sent to Germany with 
another man who later became his brother in law. They worked in a salt mine until April 12, 
1945 when they were liberated by English soldiers. 
 Harry went with his soon to be brother in law to Bergen-Belsen to look for the latter’s 
sisters. They found 2 alive, one of whom Harry eventually married in August 1946. 
Harry said the whole time was like a dream. He didn’t find any of his family alive and he states 
he was in shock for at least 6 months. He still has screaming nightmares about his experiences. 

https://collections.ushmm.org 
Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection




