
-TITLE- HARRY WASSER 
-I_DATE- JUNE 18 1984 
-SOURCE- UCLA HOLOCAUST DOCUMENTATION ARCHIVES 
-RESTRICTIONS- 
-SOUND_QUALITY- EXCELLENT 
-IMAGE_QUALITY- EXCELLENT 
-DURATION- 
-LANGUAGES- 
-KEY_SEGMENT- 
-GEOGRAPHIC_NAME- 
-PERSONAL_NAME- 
-CORPORATE_NAME- 
-KEY_WORDS- 
-NOTES- 
-CONTENTS- 
1:00 Born in Poland in Arachuf (ph.). Had 5 sisters, 3 brothers and 
a mother and father. 
 
2:00 He experienced much anti-semitism from the Poles. He was the 
leader of a Zionist movement. 
 
3:00 In 1937 he was called into the army. He had wanted to go to 
Palestine but couldn't. In March 1939 he was released from the army 
(Polish) but in July he was called back. He was sent to near the 
German border. 
 
4:00 On September 1, 1939 the war broke out. He was captured on 
September 19 as a POW and transported to Kelzec(ph) which was close 
to Radow(m) (ph). 
 
5:00 The next day all Jews were taken and put in a stable to 
separate them from the Poles and Ukrainians. They assembled all the 
Jewish POWs together. He was arrested and put into jail. He didn't 
know why. 
 
6:00 He was brought to trial for the killing of two German fliers. 
He had no idea what they were talking about and had no one to 
defend him. 
 
7:00 He had an interpreter so he had a little time to think about 
how he should respond. He denied knowing anything (he didn't). They 
had a Ukrainian witness come in and confirm that he was the one 
that did it. 
 
8:00 They took him back to jail. He told them that he couldn't 
defend himself because he had no witnesses. All he could tell them 
was that he had been captured far away from where they claimed he 
had killed the Germans. 
 
9:00 They took him to another court with the SS and Gestapo. This 
was his second trial. He stuck to his story, but the SS tried to 
get him to confess. 
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10:00 After 2 hours of questioning, he went back into the jail. 
On October 25 he was released and taken back to the POW camp. 
 
11:00 In November the POWs were sent to Austria (Kremps ph.) for 
two weeks, then to Mausberch (ph) Bavaria. They were still treated 
as POWs, but he noticed that the Poles and Jews were treated 
differently. 
 
12:00 He didn't know what was going to happen to the Jews in the 
future. He was picked as a POW Jew to work in a place called 
Allach(ph.). He was digging to lay pipes. 
 
13:00 He was a group leader, and because the Poles and Jews were 
treated differently, he organized a strike. They didn't go to work 
or eat. 
 
14:00 The Germans took every group and stuffed them into the small 
guards room in the hot summer weather (twenty at a time). When they 
came out they were crawling. No one would confess. 
 
15:00 Finally they were asked why they were striking and when they 
them the strike worked and the Jews started getting better 
treatment. In November 1940 they were sent to Guerlitz(ph.). 
 
16:00 Every few months they would change camps. There were 2500 
Jewish POWs. In 1941 they were sent back to Lublin and stayed there 
for a while. 
 
17:00 They organized into groups of 150, but soon found out that 
they were supposed to be exchanged for Germans that the Russians 
were holding prisoner. 
 
18:00 In March an SS man came and took 400 people to work. He went 
and they rode on a truck to outside of the city. It was winter and 
snowing. 
 
19:00 They had to dig a hole 5 feet deep, 25 feet long, and 4 feet 
wide. After they were done they were told to jump into it. He 
thought it was all over. 
 
20:00 One hour later 3 trucks arrived full of dead bodies (the 
people had been shot in the back). He had no idea who they were or 
why they had been shot. They had to unload them and bury them, then 
cover them with snow. 
 
21:00 There were guards on the roads so that no one would come 
along and see what had been done. They were told not to tell anyone 
what they had done or they would be shot. 
 
22:00 He found out that the Commander of Lublin - Dolff(ph.) was one 
of the men that had been sitting in jail with Hitler in 1931, and that 
he had killed many people. 
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23:00 Before he had gotten there the Germans had taken all of the 
Jewish prisoners back to occupied Poland. Dolff took a group of the 
Jews outside of the city and told them to run. While they were running 
he had them all shot and said that they were all ~hot because they had 
been running away. He did this with two groups. 
 
24:00 In June 1941 the war with the Russians started, so they could no 
longer be exchanged. In May 1942 Himmler came to the Lublin camp to 
look them over. 
 
25:00 The decision was made to transport all the Jews in Lublin to 
Treblinka. (60,000 -70,000 Jews). About 2500 were left in barracks 
outside of the city - Harry was one of them. They didn't really know 
what was going to happen to the Jews in Treblinka. 
 
26:00 In Lublin Niedonic was built. The Czech Jews were brought there, 
but he was told that they were Russian POWs. 
 
27:00 They were all killed at Miedonic. He was working at the railway 
station in 1942, and in July or August a transport of Jews came in 
from Germany. 
 
28:00 They were told to put down their belongings and were taken to 
Majdenek. 
 
29:00 In September 1942 a letter came to the German officials with his 
name on it. The issue of his killing the two German fliers came up 
again and he was arrested and taken to Radow(m) (ph.). 
 
30:00 He was put into prison again. They asked him if he wanted to go 
into the Polish cell or the Jewish cell. He chose the Jewish cell. 
From 1942 until June 1943 he sat in his cell doing nothing. 
 
31:00 It was like a dream to him. New Jews would be brought in every 
few days, and then taken out again. He doesn't know what happened to 
them after they left. 
 
32:00 He went through their experiences with them, and he knew they 
were going to die. It was very emotional for him. He got to know one 
man from Radow because he was taken as a hostage. His sister had run 
away and they wanted to know where she had gone. 
 
33:00 This man wouldn't tell and they started to torture him. Harry 
doesn't know what happened to him either. All Harry did this whole 
time was wait to see what was going to happen to himself. 
 
34:00 In 1943 the Germans brought the same Ukrainian back to testify 
against him again about the German fliers, but he still stuck to his 
story. Nothing happened. 
 
35:00 He watched people being put into trucks from his cell window. 
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36:00 In July 1944 he was taken out of his cell and taken to see the 
Commissar of the Gestapo in Radow. He was put on trial again, and this 
time he thought it was really the end. When he told his story again, 
they finally told him that he was free. 
 
37:00 They asked him if he knew what went on with the Jews, and he 
said that he didn't. They threatened to send him to the ghetto, but 
instead they put him back into jail for a while. He was very confused. 
 
38:00 He thought that it was a miracle that he was free. In August 
1944 he and another man were taken and sent back to Germany. This man 
would someday become his brother-in-law. 
 
39:00 To get to Germany they were sent via several jails. The first 
was Chersahova (ph.), then Nagdavok (ph.), then Amal (ph.), then to 
Telah (ph.). Finally he and the other man were sent to work in a salt 
mine. They were there until April 12, 1945. 
 
40:00 They were then sent to some barracks and one day later liberated 
by English troops. He didn't know if it was real or just a dream. 
 
41:00 An English soldier told him that Jews had been liberated from 
the concentration camps. Two days after that Bergen-Belsen was 
liberated. 
 
42:00 He went there with his future brother-in-law, and they found his 
(future brother-in-law's) two sisters. They took them back to town 
with them, but people started to harass them, so they went back to 
Bergen-Belsen. 
 
43:00 In August 1946 he and one of the sisters were married in Bergen- 
Belsen. After liberation he thought that he would find some of his 
family, but he didn't. 
 
44:00 He went into shock for about 6 months after he was liberated. He 
couldn't talk, and his mind was full of thinking about what had 
happened to his family and himself. As he tells this story he is re- 
experiencing some of those same feelings. 
 
45:00 He remembers all of the humans who had experienced the horrible 
things, and he remembers the refugees. He knew that everyone must go 
back to their own lives, but it was hard to do. He managed to do it, 
and got married, but even now he is always conscious about what 
happened to his family and where they are or were. 
 
46:00 He doesn't know why he survived without his family, but he has 
reestablished his life. His brothers and sisters should be here with 
him. 
 
47:00 He often dreams about what happened and what he went through. He 
has screaming nightmares about what he went through. 
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48:00 He only ever told a few people about what he saw. Most Jews 
didn't get to sit back and watch the way he did while he was in jail. 
 
49:00 He wants to know why Hitler chose the Jews to eliminate we are 
people like anyone else. His accusation is to the world - they did 
nothing. 
 
50:00 He is sure that if there had been any outside help that at least 
fifty percent of the Jews would have survived. We should remember that 
it can happen to other nations too you never know. 
.END. 
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