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TRANSCRIPT OF TMTIBHEIEN MTTHod"HN DUNN
Tn torattrememne @ushamblyfor Raflapimtormation about this collection

You can etart with your full name.

Okay. My full nase ie John Frank Dunn. My address is L47 LOth 5te, NeE., Atlanta,
Gaey, 30361. T was born im Flk City, Oklahoaa.

Say that agaln....Clk City,; Thlahoma?

Yes, Flk City, Oklahomf....on August 18, 1920. At the tiame of liberation, 1 was 25,

in May of 196%. 1 was & student at the beginning of the war 50 T etill had not chosan

a profession. T did later on choose a ailitary srofession for 51 years and, of
course, Am now involved in recordo sanagement, which was cne of the specialties |
learned during military service. T was in the 4%5th Infantry Div. and in charge of
cemeteries, personnel, casualties, this type aref...so [ dld have Rccess to & lot

of unusual sights and had reaponaibility for doing many unpleasant tasks, being in
that capacity. T was in the 45th Infantry Mv. = uh, this division first saw action
in Sleily; we practiced off of Africa and then went into Sleily. Of course, we wers
told to «ill or be silled, but this was the first time [ had cose in contact with
rany coagualties bohind walls or along the readessss

You wers told ta...1's going to ask you to reyeat theé - you were told to what? To
K1ll OPFeenasasT

¥es, - uh, Patton and all of the comsmanders - they would drill this into the sold-
lers. When we're talking about «illing, we're talking about the ensmy. Imn other
worde, they had not ceen any action yet BRdessss

In other worde - "iill or be <illed" 1s what you said?

They were thinking that whem they came across enesy soldlersa - they just drilled it
inte them: ¥11l or be kililed, xill or bs willed - that was shat they wanted thes

to have foremast in their minds, because ulherslise, they would have been 1f they
hadn't, @o...7 found this very difficult, Tnitially, you really have to toughen up
Your gxim, your ferlingGesss.and then Lhe next worse thing after that was Fnzioc, We
had o many casualtien acmetine,...sometime we'd have over 2,00u from dar< one even-

ing to daylight the next morning; we had wo muny of them we just had Llong rows of
& [ 4

people bacced u, walting because we couldn't dig the zraves fast encughs

This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy.
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%0 that was a common sight for you really, after & while¥

I can't say you ever get used to it - but it was something that had to be done
and it was my assigned task, so I did assume responsibility for 1t and went
ahead and did it. But it certainly was not a pleasant one and; in the heat of
the summsr with no sort of ;ifiﬁifiziiirzlﬁ} any kind, it = uh = 1it, you know,
makes pesople etart goimg, "Ohhhh, ohhhh - what dic T do to deserve this Jobe"™
Hary of the people, or course, in graves registration did this, so0 it takes a lot
af fortitude and a lot of turning real tough on the skin -- because 1t's either
that or you'll go batty and have to be Sshipped ocut.
You mentioned in your telephome conversation that you were involved in the Dachau
area?
Yes, our division did take Munich and, of course, Dachau is near Munié¢h 50 ou
division did uncoverssses
Were you awars of the existence of the Dachau camp at the time you came on 1t7
No, not really. Usually, ab - you know, we had beean - our etaff had been togeth-
er about five years and anything unusual along the way, of courss, would be fed
into division headquartera whers [ was; once we raceived word of this, of courss;
anost of us did go right on down bescause it was one of thoses things that you can't
believe and, you koow, you had to ses 1t,
You did receive word of 1t?
Yes, they sent word back that it had Deel.sssss
How? Who told you?
Tt hade..the, our __ Batallion that had taken the caap, iteelf...they called
back im to the Division G3 andsssss
The camp had already besn taken?
fes. And, of course, the division commander and all the senlor pecple, obvious-
ly, would go down to something like this because,.s.1it's just one of those things
that nobody who didn't see it would believe.

Soaebody came back to you and said: We took thie CARP.sssT HOW did YOUsweses?

By talephone.

Oh, by telephone. )
This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy.
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How did you get to the campy - sersonally?

We went in a Jeep from our locatlion.

Why?

Well, it's just one of those things that you just have to see to beliave.

Who told you that it existed? Was it a close friend of yours, was it juat an
officer, Orecasssal

Yea. All of our ataff was very close and any of them would say, "T'm going down."
T don't resraber at this time whother I wamt alone or whether T went with....T
probably went with soneone, but..e.

And it was just a trip you meke Froa where You ware stationed at that point to the
Dachau cazp.
Yed.

You went by Jeep you indicateds. Do you remember what you first saw &s you sntered
the area?

T didan't go through the whole gamp. The only place we wamt to was the area thare
where they had the ovenfssss#hersa they were burnling. And there stacked ian [roat
of the ovens ware people....and, T doR 't ¥NoWesel = T've alwaya sort of refarred
to it = it looked like a stack of posts, the way they wers gtacked up, bacauss
evar though they had besn there for some time, thers was no smell or anything be-
cause the bodles had just been starved and sort of shrunz upee.or dried out, 1f
you please = where theres really wamn't anything except s<in and bones, so there
reaally wasn't any; uh.se=s

There was no odor?

No, there was not.

Now, coming from you, that's an interecting ctatement because appareantly you wers
involved in, you cald cemeteries and involved with burialé.....

Yen, because at the cemcteries it was terrible in the hot weather whem you had

sany of the bodica wailtingGesse

pat- | Ve CEE w5E
S0, comyp q’ﬁst'ls!'a ver%a‘{im?rangc.ﬁpt %&E}ken'\;/v%r B natthe prllq'mgrty S&I%E,Qnd% ﬁas‘%o bga#c le-ck(-:F(':l c#gpgl ing or accuracy.
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«e Ahhh = you ili not . Conjagt reference@ushmm.org fof fyriher,infogmaljqn 2boutyis collpdionsig ¢ iy 4 1y %
Ae "ei., we would have hmo to Rave iriven int? the emranc~ to get inte this Jlac-,
but, roaliy, <nea you & o thiz swight, it causes you to forget about the others
brcaust & fenes or a Fic i+ or .hat have you wowi' jz2.it be dn ordinary, comacn
thing, shich you =2ouim't seacnber after you o2 somcthing 1ixs thia.
e+ Ah = you'v~r gean a Lot of death befoer. Vas this cxporience in your ainuy a sepa=
rate ~x,rloneo from the other o, oploac- u you ha: with..ca0s.
e  Yesy It roAlly sBsssee
eo Tr 240 it breomt 2 4 caralc faperisnce in retrasgoct?
As "0, it wa: at the tim-, & cu.ge de': koo i lTeront things. 'n wur, ilnut'c one
thing, yo. know = paan: . foul, gun.s go of [, people are out bo hool - &ca ather
= and it's both wideas Hut this is a casn where tae ones dolng it aid have goae
cantrol - in other werds, this »as a forced, | wousd call it, =iliing of peuyle ==
and i really had nothing to do with the war ftsedf. Tt just oceurred at the saze
time, but it is & totally differcnt situatlion; plus the fact that these .e0,ie, as
you saw them lying there, their Hﬂﬁﬁ el E.“"'. ! remeaber therce was one
real good looking red-heased lady, but it = It was alaoust Li«e looking &b udele-
tonse 1n other words, wbiseseds

we Tolally enaclatrd.

A, YeAh = 1n other words, it's & whole different situation and it creates something
within you that's really sc arats anu a.art frow the ware 1 t hae nothing to do
with it. In other woras, Lecause this is sowsthing that you can visualize being
carried on in a yL8cCe outside «ar - re=allys Ther=fore, wh = it was acre than
“i1lling. [ taims the blg Lning about it was the fact that tne ovens aere right
behind 1% waere thoy wouwid burn tuesn; even after thhy sent tale far - obvicusly,
they wore in nc _ositien to o any gamage = and ! thine the other big thing about
it Ls they woare aclualiy starved Lo death, <ealiy = there are soad rai imcortant
thingo here other taar -illing Itecif..esutarving a gorson b frrath, muat be a

terrible deatn = uh, =uch @Irs o than Lae casvalilrs in Lhe war.

This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy.
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Well, we cccupled = we did have some troops going into Austria - but we stopped
and occupied Munich after it was ta<en and, uh, I Buppose [ could o back through
my records - but 1t was very shortly before the end of the war., It was a matter
of & few Jdays.

That was May of 19457

That was really the last combat situation we were in = and, of course, there was
no resistance at that time 80 it wasn't that difficult to take the city.

I see. Were thers any prople walking arcund at a&llf..at Dachau, that you reamember?
Noesswll wasn't, because the troops had just taken it 50, uh...and in that casg,
although I didn't sce them ‘p it, ! thin< later on there were scame charges preferred
against somr of the people for murder. But, Patton, being the kind of general he
wau, he certainly would mot ever ,ormit any charges to be filed against anybody
for murder in time of war, brcause that really isa't surder. Murdsr was being
done at the camps, but not in the war., So, in those areas, the v2#ople I knew and
talred to = rven though the 55 guards that ran the camp would throw out their
handa and cay "Coarade" - our people stili want ahead ard <illeg them.

Did you meet up with any 55 guaras?

¥ell, not that [ %mow of. [ probably did. We speat an a«<ful lot of time down
through Ttaly; after Sicily, we wnt to Salerno and after Salerno, we hit Fnzio and
after tnzio, we hit Southern Frances.....80 we hit four enemy beaches.

You sure did. Whel you were in Munich, was there any time to meet with any of
the Gerasan citizens.

Yes, [ was., They seemed to be very nice people - & couple of families = uh, what=
aver lLittle bread they had left, they were willing to share. And, of course, I'm
sure it wag a great reliefl to theam that the war was over so T thimk it's, uh - it
would be difficult, T thin¥, om something like this to try to Jjudge it against
other German people because T dom't think that any people in the world - ] can't
visualize them - the people as a whole, T think you'll always have a few people

who could do this type thing = perhaps in all countried. But, T couldn't sense

This islaverbatim transcriptiof spoken word.-Itlisinot the primary source, and-it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy.
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any bitterness., Mod¥'WI YNSRI L UL FIRANPIDR A% 0o be over, 1t wasn't
funny. We staynrd there quite a while; of course, we were close by. ¥e¢ had gur
Mwision headquarters, actually, in Dachau, which is close. And then, we later
on, moved out om th’.iﬂﬂ&ﬂl Fiver, just below Munich and stayed in . some of the
govarnnant buildinge thare.

Md you mest with any of thess Carman mﬂiamn you went to [achau?

No it was after. You see we were not mupposesd to do any fraternization, I remem-

the local

ber at the time. We were not supposed to have any dealinge with akkeexpoople.

ALl right. ™d you ask them shether or not they knew what wss happening at Dachau?
Do you remsmber any such Lﬁmﬁl@- taking [lace?

No, T really didn't have that kind of opportunity. T didn't have much contact

at all because once we cleared the place, then the ailitary government took over,
T did, for the benafit of thoases that I!. had soundcd in the hospital, I got a bus
and I did conduct some toura of Munich for our patients - you know, our people
that ware wounded and in the hospital; soas of the hospital personmel would alsc
take turns takimg a look seeing through Munich. So we got to ses quite a bit of
Munich, but to my knowladge, this was just never talked about or discumsed - amd
really, not too many people got to actually &sees these bafore they wars cleaned up.
In other words, this was kind of Graves Feglstration Service = we tried to keap
it clesanesd up behind ua as much a8 wa could. Somstimes, if you would have a big
battls or a big break-out or somathing, you would have a lot of casusltisse or maybs
¥you couldn't get to them for a while - but in a situation like thia, T don't know
how long it took, but I'm sure it would have juat bean a very few daya. Most of
of the activities wpre taken over by military government once we clearsd the area
of sasay LCoOpE.

You went into Nachau, you sawv bheae bodies Btacked up likes logs, 80 to BpMEK cssss
you don't whather or not you wers alones or with soamsbody. Did you shars what you
paw with anybody% Do you remesber talking about 1it?%

Yes, I took scme plctures and I related it &g we went along. Fut = [ don't know =

it '-" I.’Ilaisi-s a:\[/erb?aﬁn?t'r.'ansl::ﬁﬁl!'gf itle }ﬂ‘l‘é ngt hEE of thin nat bIeenT:Ee%kaégfops%e Iing.'q‘ told my child-

spoken wor primary source, and it has not or accuracy.
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ren. 1t's ROt the typs thing I would have talked Abduts I did talk to my sssis-

tant about it this mornlng after [ hung up with you.

Aftar we talked on Lthe phonessses

and he seemed very interested, but it's the type of thimg that's almost too grue=
some to talk to somesne about it, you kmow....there's just some things thll..see.
At the time that you were LhOrCssssss

There's just some things that....that children, you kBoW....it just not one of
those thirgo that [ think i@ a good toplc to be discussed.

Well, it's even difficult to talk about it yourself and then to have that as a
tople of conversation takes additiomal strengbhy I guess, But at the time that you
were thers and with your fellow soldiers, did you discuss what you saw? [o you
remeabar?

Ho...no, we didn't do such discuesion of it because everybody wentse.esel did take
some pictures while I was there, but those got lifted somewhere along the line.
Never came through OFssss

Mo, they never came back. I think I loaned theam to the chaplaim to look at amd I
don't think h; ever returned them to me. This was quite a shock for & lot of Lhe
chaplains, of course.

If they hadn't see it, certdinly....or if they weres unaware of it, it's shocking
to Befs ARsseyou're married, Hr. ‘unn?

Yes.

Have you shared this experlemce with your wife at any time?

Yea, ['ve talked to ay wife about Lt = but | haven't discussed anything with the
children.

Did you see the Holocaust aovie?

Yes, I saw parts of it.

Did that bring back any.ssrefresh your asaory or glve you any additional feslings
in the light of today's politicllecsss

Hot realiy.ss.not really because 1 thimk there would ke difficulty of realism

ther=. %You know, movies are so fictiomal anc what havs YoUs..soBeaing the actual

This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy.
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thing, plus trying toCoedetenctBabmiogsr mowigymaionbiknks checiwery difficult. There
are other things I think one could relate, but something like this - well, there
just couldn't be a substitute for me because & movie....there's no way that a movie
could leave an imprint oa your a:ind like your actually observing it....80, at least
for me, there's a blg difference betweem the two.

Do you believe that the movie had validity, that certain baBicC..es.

Oh, yes - certainly. There's mo question about that.

You have children, Mr. Dunn - did they see this movlie, do you kmow? Are they
living im Atlanta?

Well, we just have the one that's home with us and she's blind, s0 she didn't see
it = but she heard it. She can do about a5 well hearing - better hearing - than
mogt people can seeing.

Probably very extra-sensory - certainly perception. [id you discuss this movie
with her after she heard it?

No.

We're just trying to get an idea about how much imforamatiom you shared. Uama -
your reaction to the German people...l think you gave us somewhat &n idea of how
you felftbafora, We're often told that mo ome was & Nazl,...the people you come
across, the dersan citizens....how do you feel?

Wall, I think most of them, you KaOWssss

How do you feel...or what was your experiesance at the time....or do you have amay
feelinga?

Well, it was, of course, impossible to deteraine who was who....1ln the military, we
would mever have trusted a person as towhether they were or weren't as far as any
kind of reeponsible position or trust them for a personal asatter, as far as Lhat

goes. You really don't know under those circumetances who is and who i® not, 80

You can't take m chance?
No, you really have to tweat them all the sasme.

Were there any violent incidents that you obaserved?
You mean after the war?

This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy.
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Well, no - not realCOpes PlRRCC@NII MR, O fifter PP 2toNehiTRelchier area or even perhaps
betwesn the soldiera and the citizens. Sort of apetsasing the soldier's reactions..
Well, mno, not really. They court martialed several of Lhe guys that wers frater=
nizing with some of the wosen and that grew to be somewhat of a probleam; so some
af those that commanded stated that if they wanted to brimg them to the club,

they could and thay Mmdp interrogats them to see if they were a CZech

of a Pols or & 5lay or what. There were tremendous numbers of displaced people,
who were living there 80....

Did you have a chance to talk to any of theSe....] don't know what your language
facility is, but did you have an oppobtunity to talk to them or diSCUBB..sas

No, very little. We moved into the German finance ainisters quartess for our
office, _'I'Eﬂ i By l!iﬁ!ifﬂi““ below sunich and they had very nice facilities,
8ll the government officials and we enjoyed those., But the peeple they had for
maids all seemed to be wry nice, They also had a couple of erchestras, DBut they
were & little mervous it ssemed..s.sthe Geramns in the bamd playing; especilally 4if
you would asx for a song that maybe was written by & Germsac or - you kmnow, they
were getting away from the German somngs and the German music....trying to stick
gtrictly to playing.ses

S0 your life style wae pretty mice there in the military once you took over the
arsa?

Yas, we wers very comfortable. We stayed [ guese a couple of months and we had to
come back and go to Japan,

What di4 you do thers in Cermany at the time in your particular Job?

T wae in the Divieion G} and I left early to come back to Camp Howie, Texms as
ene of the adyance party to come back and get the post set up S0 we could brimg
in our replacemants and get our training going amd them be redeployed to the
Pacific, wuite a faw people atayed a coasiderable longer period cof time tham I
did, but I voluateered to come back for redeployment to the Facific. I dom't
know why.

{laughter) You don't know why -- & real military san. You were involved in ceme-

tery ﬁﬁqntdurun you imdicated.

is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy.
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Yer, that is one of Eavectiderengd@uammmorgfer fukpet ipiematiomabedtiistalectigtnd the collection of
podies throughout the area that you go through to be sure taat they get picked up
and at the cemetery properly ldentified ama buried.

0d that include the bodles found at Dachau?

Oh, yes8. AR, NOt....¥e wWare prisarily looking for military; we dida't get involved
vith civilians. This was a allitary gLovernmeat fuactionm.

I ses = you ware mnot involved with that.

Ho, we were strictly sticking with military casualties,

I sef,use¥a're going to talk @ little bit mbout religion, Jld you comsider your=
sall a religious =an &t the tismes you had this sxpsrlience?

Tes.

And your religion ia?

Baptist.

v

Al s «were thare any conscious thoughte about God at the time that you wiswed [Duchau’
Bo., I was 80 young at that tiame that you see something Llike that aad it sort of
blanke you out....of course, [ think I oaly went to ¢ne fuaeral from the time...up
to 20 years old and that scared me to death, so it was really a traumatic experi-
enca for me the firat time we come on the beach and saw all the dead pesople avery-
waars, It was rather difficult tos...8md I Just didm't kanow at that time if I wase
going to be able to do it or mot.

Oh, I understand, 0id you indesd think of asking to be released of your Juties?

No, I dida"t:; That's where I eaded ups, I dian't ask for the duty apmd it was just
one of those things where I ended up...80 [ just weat ahead and somehow overcams it.
I just figured I would have to be & lot braver than ]| was before ag Tar as Bssing
pomething like thiam,

A point of interest - gince that time, do the funerais; etc. have the same impact

oR you?

No.

A different experience, The question bhere i8: did reilgiom have anyctning to do

with the way you viewed the prisoners at Dachau?

This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy.
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Well, T think it woulGenact ryereneq@uenmmorgiyrfutherioiomelen gogutdniscallediony vy views becuuse of

your religious teachings about this. Of course, really war itself is anti-reli-
£ious no matter how you look at it - because still a brother is a brother and it,
in my view, always has been. Whon you come down to the point that the command

th.J gave us is either kill or be killed, you have to shift gears and gt into a
different frame of mind.....and now you have another jaob to do.

That hae to be adjusted im your own mind,

Uh huh = you somehow have to justify it or you can't go.

Have you ever wondered if you would have kept your faith as a prisoner in the campe?
Yes, uh, I would have,

Does your religion have any effect om your attitude towards forgivisg the Nazis?
Yes.

Eased oR.es.?

Well....there's not auch choice, really, if a person gets imto troubls and goes to
prison - a aurderer or what have you = they can only do so much time im prisen or
80 much repentance, In other words, T think the time doss come when you cam't hold
something like this against & peraon all their lives.

are you familiar with the statue of limitations?

Tan,

And how do you fesl about that? Do you thimk it should be abolished?

Wall, I don't know, It seems tc me that we're getting pretty well down the rosd
now; it can't go oo forever, T think there should be a time set, whataver it might
besseovhather it's now, ten years from now, twenty years - and when that time does
come, why then, I think it's somesthing that shouldn't go on. Actually, it's socae-
thing that happened uh...3% ymars ago now. Tt seema to & like....while there's
ceartainly no excuse for it.....that, uh = I'm not sure anything would be gained by
punishing a person for an act that was comzitted 34 years ago. Maybe thare would,..
I don't know, this is not an =asy questiocn.

ho, it takes thought in terms of forming an anewer,

I think it would be according to the degree. If you did know that a psrsom really

This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy.
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people that way = and they were responsible for Lit, then, of course, I doan't think
that person should escape punishment as long as they live., Certainly, there are
some gray areas there, but io that type sltuatipgn; I don't care when it is = 1
don't care how old they are or evem i1f they are sick; but as far as some of the
others where, you know, they gray arecas - then I's not &0 sure.
You're talking abtout Adolph Eichmann, Heinrich Himamler.....7
Those people who were in & positiom of respomeibility and could have done something
about it == yes, 1 dun'f thimk there aver should be any mercy for those;, Blssssslf
they did it before; thay'll do it agsain.
AWssssdid your sxparisnce chaopge Your political wview in any WEY.....in the area of
c¢ivil rights, the Viet Naa war, the Hiddle Fast?
Well, no, mot really = but it makes you think that, ub....¥e certaimly, even though
ve have ealected officials, we certainly have an obligation both to ourselwes, our
people, and our country that, if we ses somebody getting that far out of line,
action needs to be takeN....uh, evem people mking it into their own hands to mot
permit such & situation to develop to the point where people can, im fact, mot do
anything about it., 30 I think that's the lesson [ learned from it is that you camn't
sit blindly by and let something like this cone to pass. It's one of those thinge
that grows a Little at a time and people, I don't think, realize sxactly what's
happaning.
¥ith the resurgence of the activities of the EmuKluk Klan, kow do you leel about
that being permitted to contlaue, developissssssasefreedom Of axpression?y
Well, I'm really hoping that this is Just & little flare up for publicity as sort
of the dying calls, I really can't belleve Lhat this ls relaurgimg in earanest amd
that the people who are dolmng it really have earnest feeling in mind that this is

a good move and that it shold come back in and apread and take back over. I just

don't see how it could poeaibly do it....really.
Do you thimk we should taks steps to combat their liberty of their expression?

w#ell, not now - but if this starts catching hold and you start seelng the organiza-
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you ﬂaqﬁt i the movement that can cause this.....then, yes = I think they should
be moved in on. [ think that scmething should be done about 1t.

J9 you think the Church should take on responsibility in terns oOfeeess?
Absolutely.

And alsgo, in terms of education about the Holocaust....sdo you think the Church
had « responsibility in education?t

This is right down the aliey, yes, 7There's no way the Church, 1 think, can push
this off to someone else. They have to assuae their rightful place andy; Uheess
they play an 1mportant role..ss.8ure do.

How do you see yourselfl 1n #4ucating Lo See that.....to prevent this fros ever
occurring again?

fellevwasas

Certainly by sharing thls with us now you have done a wonderfulessss

i think that when the history is writtenessesss] Lalnk that what has hagpened
gince corld "ar IT todayessssel think that, as we look bace on it historically
Epediingesse e yOU know, with the Arabs and the Jews having their problems, but
the great step that Jadat nas taken - you go oack all tne way frem bibliical timss
up Lo date ;ni I think he's very sincere.....nothing like this could ever have
hnppanﬁd.';::;: is a great interchange....and, if you Llook here, we nave olacke
mirrying whites - look at what has happened betwean the blacke and the wnites, uh,
over the last 20 years....just in the last twenty years, And | think tmhat proba-
bly the coamunications of tocay, the television whers tney see all of tROBG.esss
an example would be to take a youngster that grows up in these times and a young=
ster that grows up in my times - and you sat thea down side by side and you start
asking Lhez these gquestions about thelr views on this, you are going to find a
whole different situation. So 1 think that tremendous strides surely have been
taken in so short a period., Look back and sc#that none of these things nappened..
80 many things that you wonder what hap;ened....s0 many things. You wonder what

nappened frox the beginning of time clear up to, let's say 1040 or "“U.eessein
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all of our fislde of endeavorsssscommunications, education, television, in the
*Lﬁ_{h&z%kﬂhgﬁﬁﬁikdl-un of caber or place. You don't hear any harping about all of
thess changes, but there have been tremendous changes and even religionsese] remsm-
ber ay fathser was very anti-Catholic. In fact; ay older brothsr wanted to marry a
Catholic and he just put his foot dowm and stopped it, broke it up. He daid that
abeolutlely, there was going to be none,,,.bescause this was sort of against our
teaching. You know, this psrson figured that the priemt wam playing like God and
pacple doing these things.....and thay wers really very much anti. With the coming
of the automobila, the movement of peocpls, telaviasion, radio - all of thess thinga
thiat &ll came within our tise, then his childref....well, I gusss two of his grand-
children in two families have both married Cathelice. And there's a tremendcus
interchange and you don't hear that any more in any of those families. oo I think
that the generation after....and the generation after us you're going to see even
more of this so=-called togetherness = reapecting each other's rights. [ am really
glad thatesess

1 detect a note of great approval of the change and the opening of coamunicationa
between the TtWO.isssss

Yes, I think it's a total package., And it's mot only just heres = it's all over

the world. Everybody can share in this experience and we can learn more about each
other.:sstremendous social changes here, [ think, Lf there is as amuch progress oade
in the next 25 years as there has besen made in the last £%5, I think that the chance
of thinge like this happening are going to be mors and more remote. 1 hope they are.
Eut | think there have been tremendous StrideS,...[ really do.

There certainly have been sany vary, very drastic and rapld changes.

Yes = g0 there might be soxs slow downs with the Ku Klexers coming back to show off
or the Naxzis gettinggublicity in Chicago, but [ don't think & little handful of
prople;ssss3aybe something like that might be evern good to bring back a few menmo-
ries, People can say, "Look at what can happen, This 1a how those things start."

So this oould be a helpful effect,

Spomething negative having a positive effect..sseyou indicated before that this is
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not something you woll P hEEEKCGEVA™YARE IR ONRN BE YW feel that sharing it
with a child, perhape, could be very advantageoun in terao of notsesss

I suppose it could, uwh, when they get older...if they be old enough to understand.

I don'/t think that this type thing ic something you could share with a child. I
doft think they could understand or coaprehend it. You could tell them, but I thimk
that would be about 1t, T know a lot of my father's hardships, when he made the
run mw; back when they openod the plant - uh, he, | guess.,....well, let's
ses, he.,.that was along about xismg in '55 and he was borm in 'B0, S0 55, 65, 75.s.
1 gueses he was about 75 before he shared oome of their experliences...you know. For
example, they had to live together in one room, two or three sisters and his mother.
His mother disd in 1905 - that would have made him 25 - from diptheria, and his
slsters were sick and he would go inte the Little town and there would be drinking
and gamblingessesand he would go see the doctor and tell hiashe was sick and the
doctor would ask him the ayaptoms and aay, 'Well, there's no need for ame to comej
they're goilng to die anyway." And they had to put their foot down on you on the
ground to hold you down mnd take pliers to pull your teeth....and all theoes kind

of things. Just inmagine the paine.s..they had no gas, they had no anasthesia, none
of these things, and I suppose thut#hene things left a real imprint in his mind. I
don't know Lf he talkéed to the other children or not, 1 didn't ask him.....

It:left an impression on you, too.

I was old enough where I would understand it and that it wouldn't bother me. And

T think that this other thing 1s even more than that. Tit's something that I think
15 very deep and hard to understand., Tt's a....it's a very difficult thing to

talk about, really. T think you can talk te¢ & stranger more about it than you can
to your own children. I think it's more difficult to talk toyour children.

The fear of uh, you 4now, should my child ever have to go through something like
thiBsse«16 &8 fear we have within us.

teah, I suppose that's one of your inner feelinge. 1 really domn't know vhy thare
16 & hesltancy to talk about those things, but - I think thers iz a hesitancy on

people's part to talk about Lhe real gruesome things and that's what we're talking
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about there.

I think we can almost visualize curselves as poasibly golng through something
like that,

Yea, That's right.

Is there scmething that I haven't covered that you would like to share with ue in
this area of your experience?

No, I thlank that's about its I notice that the only other think that we had hap-
pen that bothered us was in taking the city of Schockenburg (sp?) there in German)
There was & ra jor Frank, who was commandant of the cit)y, and he did hawve it well
fortifisd, but he didn't have too many troops., we had a terribls time taking
that thing. We would encircle it, we would try and we would have to back up and
then we would bomb it and try again. We couldn't get in, 80 we'd go hack up and
bomb it and throw artillery; we finally took it, but he had & lot of six, seven,
and eight year old kide manning guns and, i1f they didn't hold the line and fire,
he'd hang them. We saw ssveral of thea hanging when we wegt in., Of courss, he
was the 55 type, but 1 think 1t was apother exaaple of the same thing. This 18
gatting down on the j'{{El‘f;‘"’;i'ﬁtjaa, when You start taking children and aurdsring
them for not standing up and defending the city.

Did you meet up with him personally?

Noy, he was killed, but he sure held on to the last.

You saw them hanglog at designated Areas?

Yes, but it wouldn't make any difference; he just wanted to make examples of them,
I guess, 80 the other kids would get the msssage that thay were not to let the
enemy comeé in, Thay were, at all costs, to kill the eneay right up to the last
peraon.

And this was at Schockenburg?

fes, 1 think he was a good example of the 55 troops.

[ want to thank you very much for sharing this with uB.....and yes, indeed, you
are doing your job in educating others because you have shared this with me.sess

and I do thank you.
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