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INTERVIEWER: KAETHE SOLOMOMN

DATE -

CAMP = DRCHAU

TRAMNSCRIEBED BEY: BUTH SCHEIMBERG Dec. 1, 1981

My name is Kaethe Soclomon, I am at Georgia State Undiversity interviewing Mr. Wilson
Freeman. The address is 812 Starlight Cirecle, M. E., Atlanta, Ga. 30342. His

date of birth is March 16, 1916. His age at time of liberation was 29 yrs. His
prospective profession at the beginning of the war was C P A, and at that time he was
already a college and law school graduate. Mr. Freeman's present position is Contract
Officer at Georgia State Uniwersity. His military unit at the time of liberation was
601 Field Artillery Battallion, and his rank at the time of liberation was Major. He

involved in the liberation of Dachau.

On a descriptive lewel, how did you first hear about it?

Well, we of course, anticipated the liberation through Stars & Stripes, through Armed
Forces, radic, through Armed Porces Hetwork Radio; and perhaps general scuttlebutt that
goes arcund in military units, even 1f in an attack posture.

May I interrupt you for a moment,; because before we put the tape on ... you said you
went intc the service in 1940.

That's correct.

Obvicusly by that time you had seen guite a bit of M E}L.L"f. = Ele-

Stars & STripes, etc... is that what you are saying? You had already read material

which described some of the camps?

B Yes, and I am sure by that time, I think Belsen had been liberated and was ... and had

been pictorially depicted in Stars & Stripes. I wouldn't ... my memory is a little w
but I believe perhaps some other camps had also been liberated. We had ... we had been

by Holoboorgagar (spelling?), which was a P O W Camp, and had performed an administrative
function in connection with Holoboorgagar (gpelling?) earlier, so we had been exposed to

that type of camp. As a matter of fact, we knew in advance that we were going to be

targeted for certain pelitical, politically sensitive, camps... Holloboorgargar was an
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supervisory and adsinistrative functions over...

@  What was that? Part of mw Qﬂtaﬂa{

A Mo, that was in ... Bavaria also. In a4 small German town, I am not sure if I pronounca
it right. A I CH A C H. Aichach. Our mission at this particular time, the mission
of the battalion was to support the Infantry front line troops by taking possession
and control of these politically sensitive targets, which we called Key Targets in those
days. A Hazi Party headgquarters would ba ancther example ... anything having to do with
things that could have been disturbed by the citizenry or resistance forces, as the
attack went forward. The Infantry, the fromt line infantry, km usually captured thoese
installations, and then we would coms up immcdiately and take it from them, so they
could go on with thelr normal mission in the attack. And then, subsegquantly., maybe
the same day ... probably was two or three days later,then other AEEXENXKE forces in
comparable situations would relieve us, and then we would move forward again. Now we
did this by leaps and bounds...

0 When you had com across Dachau...Camp... what information did you have about them?

Y Vary sketchy as to detail. We knew that we had just left Adchach that morning, and we
knew that we were going to be taking over a politically sensitive target, and I don't
think that we knew at that moment that it was going to be Dachau, we just knew that
there was one.

o There was one, and that there was a class fight...under... politically...?

A Oh yes, I think wo knew at that momentthat it was going to be Dachau, we just knew that
there was one..

0 That there was one and that there was a class fight under... politically sensitive...

A Ch yes, it was another one of these Koy Targets that I mentioned. But that was the
classification that wo used... we were also informed weeks before what the Koy Target
designation represonted.

o And Dachau was under that Key Target?

A Classification, yes.

i) Interesting information that I have not heard.
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Qo you got to Dachaw?
A Yes.
o What happened? -
sads 5ot speal i
A Well, maybe back up a few hundred Az we approached the town, we were lerrbed—

in trucks. My unit; originally, was mountain artillery, which has very Iew Botors.
We used mules to transport our artillery. We had given those up some months before this
and had been supplied an additional number of trucks. We KKEH these trucks bo
transport the troops. And at the edge of Dachau, we were stopped by == I guess - the
local military commander there. Hot, in person, of course, but his troops. And we were
told that there was still some resistance going on at the camp, we didn't know then
exactly what camp it was, but we knew we were in Dachau, and we assumed it was a
concantration camp as we called it.

o Do you remember the date ... or about approximately the time?

A It certainly was in late of April, 1945. I say that bacausé you Know WV E Day occurred
on May 8, and I can estimate the number of stages we went through up until May Bth.
This was just about two stages for us before then. So, I am sure it was late April.
It was before 10 o'clock in the morning, we were not stopped very long. I think we heard
some small arms fire, and then we got the signal to go ahead and proceeded with the trucks
on in through the town inte the concentration casp. There were still a lot of ground
activity in the conte-xt of our Infantry, American Infantry, still on sight , subject
went unreliewved, there was still a lot of loose individuals that I am not... I am sure
gome of them were the prisoners, the inmates that had gotten loose; there were atill
55 attempting to elude the Infantry or the inmates...

&m&% Hﬁ&b ﬁ‘:h b E::La they shooting?

were they running,

0 How? What was the activity?
A We saw some running, we heard some small arms fire, we came upon many recently killed ss,
I don't recall seeing any recently killed inmates of the camp, although we found, of
course, hundreds of bodies, in all of the different locatiens... in the crematorium,

en route to the crematorium, in the boxcar was a train... boxcars, not really boxcars,

they were open cars, and at least... each car was at least half-filled with corpses.
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A With corpses. sing back to the activity, there was lots of activity behind the
barbed wire with the inmates beckoning to us, greeting us...

©  Mow... you were now outside the camp? V& (Dol = Jele pOSde |

A Ho, this was within the perimeter of the camp, within the compound itself, but I recall
there was an irrigation broock of some type that had been confined... something of not
more than & feet wide, and perhaps 2 feet deep, just on the ... this was within the
compound, just on the outside of the barkbed wire enclosure, which must have gone up
12 feet or so.. the barbed wire. And there was... the barracks that the indmates
slept in were there, behind that. On that occcasion I did not go into them, although
on a subseguent visit to Dachau, I did go much more in depth. We were more interested,
in that time, of course im taking over the camp, taking over the administration of the camy
and finding out just what was expected of us and just what we were going te do - until
we were relieved, but I remember seeing $5 that had been perhaps killed and put in
the stream that I mentioned to yvou and I remember one of the 1nm;}eached through the
the fence and by means of a pole, pulled the 55 up out of the water, and by reaching
through the wire, relieved him of his wriet watch. That is a vivid recollection that I
have, and we didn't do Mythimﬁ.m stop this type of activity, to let them
dump their emotions, and things...

0 pid you receive any instructions prior to entering the camp as to what you were supposed
to do when you got in therae?

A Yeg, we were = of course - these were the typical instructions that we had that we had
exercized at Holoboorgag (spelling?) and at the women's prison  at &{F_Md the
Main thing was that we wanted to assert ocur Allied Force control and to minimize
violence, action ... among the inmates - by the inmates against other parties - make
gure that they were fed, make sure that i.!.l health, sickness, etc was attended to,
attempt to gain control for the %ﬂi}purﬂs& of m the numbers invelved. Providing
for the actual feeding of the inmates.

0 Do you remember the numbers involwved?

A I do not remember the nusbers involwved in Dachau. I am sure it was tabluated, we kKept
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Forces, T GD?; Forces were in charge.

Q How long was that?

A It was not more than three days, it was scmewhare betwean two and threa days.

o Andﬂruu J:'ﬁ‘ﬂ-'ewput yourself back in that time.

R And I was not on sight the whole time. Por example I did not spend the night there.

I don'"t recall right now, but probably somewhere down in Munich is where we set up our
battallion headgquarters.

0 50 you were in there three days, a few hours each day, is that what you are saying7?

A Ho. I don't think I had occasion to go back more than one time in those three days.

xk Q What did you do yourself? When you...?

A My role was that of a Battallion executive officer, which is second in command of the
battalion, and the battalion was made up of four batteries. We put cne of our batteries
in charge of the compound, which is roughly 135 individuals, and we we would.... that
was under the command of a captain. We would expect them to do that and to call on a
battalion when they had a problem, or when they felt they couldn't handle it. In other
words, that was our way of operating. Inother words, just one of the units of the 60lst
was in charge.

0 S0 you just actually went in there and gave the instructions as to what...

A Well, they really knew what was expected of them from prior experience, 5o it was not
necessary to give special instructions with respect to the administration of the con=
centration camp.

Q What... when the inﬁg)saw Yyou. .. what happened?

A Oh they were elated, guite elated. They cheered us, and gave us a very warm welcome.

) pid they, those that were able to walk, did they walk towards vou? Did they try to
hueg you, or touch you, or in their relations... with vou... yvou know.

A Hothing guite as emotional as vou suggest. If you will recall, I said there was
this wvery large, very high barbed wire fence separating the free access area of the

concentration camp from where the inmates were confined. They in large numbers, camé out

of the barracks and lined up along the fence, many communicating with us and showing
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A gigns of appreciation. I think if my memory serves me, one of them - somehow - produced
an American flag, and waved it. And...

Q2 So you never really got inside?

A on that day I did not get inside, .subsequently after V E Day, and after the people had
been evacuated, I did go and make a much more complete inspection of it .. of the camp,
and T think I had been back there mavbe three times. I resember this is after even
Vv J Day, I was a member of a military tribunal and we tried... and War Crimes trials
were held at x the concentration camp at a later date. And I was one of the members
af the tribunal.

Q T would like to hear more about that, but when you actually entered the camp, went
through that barbed wire, bera - Ohakl d“ﬂi—‘j}ﬂ“: Se L

A Well, remember now, I didn't really go through the barbed wire fence... On the day that
we were there. I was outside of that, we made a tour after responding to the inmmtes
who were lined up at the fence, we made & tnurﬂthaﬂ-lika buildings. They were more than
vve it could have even been in the general category of warchouses. They were one-story
very substantially constructed buildings, which could have been uged to house vehicles,
uxdy etec., and we wanted to discover what was in those bulldings. And aventually we
came arcund to the Administration Building of the compound, and then my ...the captain
in charge of the Battery - who was already taking over so to speak - I was just looking
for situations that % might require his attention and reporting these to him. I don't
recall specifically anything but guite a few MNAX dead 55 which were going to have to be
remaved. As I mentioned earlier, I did not see any dead American Infantrymen or dead
inmates, they had identifiable striped costume on, you can call it a uniform if you
like, but it was identifiable like a prisoner, wery light clothing.

fa] Pajama-iiﬂiﬁr
i

R Pajama- ¢ Yes.
Labes
@  And you saw the dead 55 ... and they were ﬂfﬁﬁ&;fi_ at that time?

A I did not see any inmates, other than in the crematorium, and in the so-called shower

room if you are familiar with the pattern that these things followed. There was a
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A dafinite house where they were supposed to go in - to be taken, divest themselves of
elothing and supposed to be taking a shower, and this is where they were gassed, I
learned later. We were not aware of just exactly how they had been killed at that
particular moment, although we went into the rooms in this shed that I am talking about,
with that in mind of trying to find out just exactly how it was done.

e el as, Dele =l O
- —e—nd—geurasid—in that gas chamber...?

A There were none in that building but cbviously you could tell there had been. There
were stains on the floor and on the walls.

0 wWhat kind of stains?

R Human ... stains from humans having lain, dead humans having lain against it. Against
the walls. That was also true in the crematorium. There were about three principal
rooms, one of them appeared to be a supply, a rather smallish room, and the next room
the bodies were stacked up against the wall...all of the dead inmates I would say... and

then the third room was the actual ovens where the bodies were put in. When they were
burned.

o Did you see charred bodies in the ovens, the remaing? As far as you remember?

A T can't say that I did.... I can't say today that I did. I don't remember seeing the
actual charred bodies in the owven.

Q And in the room before that? Were there still bodies?

A oh yes. There must have been 150 bodies thrown one on top of the other, back up against

the wall, it was, it looked...

{195L¢;4;g£:4:r*¢} e s
2 what did you feel when you saw that, do you remember .:.i‘-fﬂ"‘:) S A e o W

A, al
A wall, I am sure I m whoale situvation, even more so, when I saw the

train amd cars with the bodies there, because it was pretty obvious to us that thesa
people had not been dead when they were placed on those cars, and they had died an
route somehow. MHow, how, we don't know, and it was pretty cbwvious to us that evidently
they were being brought there for cremation.

Q You were alene, or with some other men when you went through the camp?
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- about what you saw?

R Oh yeah.

o And what was your conversation like? Was it nfficial-&%i what do we do with these
people? What's the next step . Mﬁmtiml reaction. % ?Lﬂ; EL*E‘T

A I think a combination. I am sure we had an emoticnal reaction, u‘F repulsion, and some
surprise, because this is the first time we had seen such large numbers of dead persons.
and we wondered exactly instructions we would be given for the disposition of the remains.
I don't know how deeply you have rescarched this camp, but subsequently they bulldeozed
out a large trench and the bodies were removed from the varicus locations and placed in
the trench.

Q Were vou there at the time?

A Hot at the time it ... I saw the bulldozing operation to dig the trench, and subsequently
read in the Stars & 5Tripes akout the ceremony.

o
o] wWhen you saw these inmates, do you remember any feelingor gquestion in your nind.%? whics

are these pecpled hangD ?

A Oh, there was no guestion in our mind, but that they were human and entitled to humane
treatment, and I guess we marveled at the German mind that would ... that could produce
the Holocaust, although we didn't call it that, and naturally, but the whole episode.

In other words, now in Hologoord (spelling) ... now there priscners were tortured
and I dofin't believe... thege were military priscners there. The ones that we encountered

t were all military. Many of them had been taken amdx as captives in North Africa.

They were tortured, and I don't know whether you probably heard the story that some of
those that were killed tharmﬁéﬁg as lampshades.

D Ah, that was in some of the concentration camps, yes.

h And we locked wery closely at the lampshades if we could discover that. I am not sure
that we ware actually looking at human flesh. Dried, but they were things such as...
that you would expect to have been tatooed on a person's body, depicted on the lampshades.

2 The lampshades in the P O W casp?

A Mo, this is in Haclogoord (spelling again?).
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Q the lampshades...?

A But anyway, the... what I was trying to reveal to you was that any deaths axxk at that
camp were on 4 very low lewvel &: count as compared with Dachau... with hundreds of
dead.

OThe focus was entirely different.

A Yas, the focus was entirely different.

o Were there any Germans present? Outside of the 55 you had seen it

A Live Germans?

Q2 Live Germans.

A Don't believe I saw... there may have been a few who were in custody of American troops.
That is not a very %llﬂﬂtim.

o And what about German civilians? Who wWere...

A Just rank and file.

4] Just rank and file. Your own unit sort of stayed there...Did you speak with any

X German civilians?

A 1 don't think my commandex of the German language was Very great in those days.

T do recall a line of thinking that was going through our mind about how eoculd the
natives have said - as they were gquoted as having said - that they didn"t know what
was going on in the camp. We did discuss that aspect. Particularly, here was this
railway train, I don't recall safing an engine right now, but I mean it must have been
20 cars at least just inside the gate of tecompound. It had to have gone through
parts of the town in order to get there, anybody who had been even in a second story
window of a dwelling that adjoined the railway tracks could have looked into the cars
and seen bodies, so we were discusaing that angle. It was an improbability that they
.. the natives did not know what was going on.
v & -

o What was the... the comments that were made, German wasn't fluent.

A Well, I don't know that we.... You know, we were prohibited w from fraternizing with
the populace in those days, so we had

Q Discussions among yoursaelves?
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A Only among ourselvggy. i Haglan SoTRINS MOTRR SheA bk g had & good command
of German, that I don't know that I recall any reports nmow of what they gleaned from

conversations.
g adede 200
0 o reflect uponAguestiong like ... what kind of people would do this? or... what
are gsome of the thoughts you would come up with? What are some of the thoughts you

would come up with? If you indeed did reflect on a guestion like thﬂt.aﬁtﬂ-bt_"ﬂuhkgd
T - R ﬂﬂ—"‘{

WHH‘“ things that we imﬂseﬂ“.._;?a—-"b .qf.-‘.:.-. R

Q I am sure it came to mind and I am sure we talked ... it was a little bit shocking, it

wag a little bit surprising that these people who would not look, that we had dealt with,
directly, would stoop to this type of behavior. But I mean when you see the physical
avidence, you ... it is pretty hard to refute it, isn't it?

W

Q Were there any viclent incidents? That you :antnber#ﬁk?aé} EE' civilians....?

B T know there must have been a killing of an 58 shortly before we arrived in cne of those
storage sheds that I menticned to you earlier. We heard noises of lmﬂﬂ noises
of running, and we - in my recollection of today - we saw an inmate come out of one of
them. And subseguently we found a dead 55 in there, and one of the recollactions that I
recall was that this 55 ... had his ring finger removed and was lying there, as if there
had been a dmmz ring of some description on the finger. And the inmate had relieved him
of that. How whether he also killed him, we did not sea.

4] In this type of &:@arianc&%ﬂ?ﬁﬁﬁurtmitﬁf within the military , to discuss
what ... the feelings... the result of having seen it... were there any such opportunties
in the military?

A Well, when you use the word oppertunities, you naturally.... We had bull sessions, and
we referred to them, and probably at mealtimes, we would discuss the eventsof the day
and reflect on them - ENAENENNYNWMEM probably there were other opportunities that I
mentioned te you, that we often moved in trucks, of large numbers, and on those
occasions you might be relatively immobilized by being a passenger in the back of a

2 1/2 ton truck, and don't have anything else to do but to observe what is going on about you

or what you just witnessed, so those kind of cccasions occurred all the time.
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been involved in, wRe Eﬁﬂf&@ﬁf%ﬁ’g 'Ei_fru_ﬁ_fjri" r at?ﬂ@ﬂ{WﬁJ

A I think I have already mentioned those that the Battalion Intelligence Officer, which we
called an 5-2, who was a close friend, and he was with me...=- at least the two of us
walking most of the time together making these observations, but I don't recall ... uh
that there was a third or fourth individwal. There may have been, I just den't recall
it. But we did discuss and reflect on this, I am sure, for a long time.

0  Were you married at the time?

A Oh yeah, yes., I had been married inm "42.....

o  Children?

A Mot at that time, no.

9 Did you write home about your experiences?

A I am sure I did, I wrote every day, so I can't just put my hand on the letters..

o But you hawe no specific memory of writing about these Mmrien:es as opposed
to any other...7?

A Ho, I would say in all probablity I did write about the Dachau experience.

9  And when you got homé, did you talk to anybody about it?

A As a matter of fact, this is the first in-depth conversation I have had about it,
although Mre. Freeman SJoined me in Germany in ‘46, and we had occasion to...

Believe it or not, on a subsequent trip over there, I was stationed in Munich, and to
play golf at Dachau, a golf course was maintained by American Forces, which was something
she did once a week -- maybe something like that --so, on one of these occasions, I..

2 At Dachau? In the area of Dachau?

Bx A. Yes, it wasn "t far from the compound. You could see the compound from part of this
fairway, and I... we went there on a visit, and I sort of explained what I knew. At that
time, I had been back, as I menticoned to you before - several times. 5o I was able to
be a little bit more informative. And strangely enough, we picked up a booklet there
and I sust apologize that I have not been able to find it, but surely it was a

of some description and you should be able to come upon this type of bBooklet.
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before. Was that G9PE EEERE@USIAMeEOYetRlamalipnapouibiscqisshien back, say in '46, and
you used it... Was it pretty well maintained? So cbviously somebody had been looking
after it, and it was being used?

A I feel confident that it had existed for some years. I did not know about it until the
... the period when my wife went there and played. I had not heard of it before then.

g Was it called the Dachau Golf Course?

A Yes, it was called the Dachau Golf course. It could have been built with slave labor.

f When... you say this is the first time you have spcken in-depth about the experience,
have you spoke to your wife about it? At any time? The letters you indicated

A I feel confident I may have e — S o

2 ...but beyond the correspondence?

A Well, I told you about taking her there and sort of a cook's tour of that, and I had
briefed her ahead of time what ... we were going to encounter, hoping that it wouldn't
be too repulsive.

© Then, having returned to the states, was there any resurgence of that type of con-
versation? At any time? Or with any contact with your friends? Children, your children?

A Uh... all three of our children were with us when I was subsequently stationed in
Munich. I won't say... nd, I just dom't recall amy.

0 Dbid yvou watch the Holocaust TV show?

A I certainly watched parts of it, I can't say... I am not that much of a television
viewer that I watched the whole thing.

0 And do you feel that there is anything that people can learn from the Helocaust TV
show? If they watched parts of it, or from this kind of information that we are
gathering now? Do you think that...

A T am sure that it is very ... there is a very valuable lesson to be learned from it.

I am not sure that we can really anticipate what a nation's leaders might cause (?_) if
you are thinking in terms of some of the things that have been going on in Africa.
Recently. Uganda comes to mind. And I think there are probably other situations
arcund the world ...that maybe that we don't... that I don't perceive wery much out of

the newspaper. We hear lots about what China may have done, and it's cultural
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revolution, things like that. 1It's hardly really to defend against this happening.

All we can do is to have a very high level humanitarian creed, which we hope that all
nations will subscribe to.

Do you think that the Holocaust, the events of the Holocaust should be taught in
schools? Public schools, religlous schoola?

I don't see why they shouldn't.

Do you think it has a place in the churches?

I think for me that might be a little more difficult. Political science type subject
area, although certainly any church that has programs of that type... there is no reason
why it shouldn't be. I am & member of the Epigcopal Church and I don't know that I ewver
went into the religious education courses or classes so to speak where we focused on
modern history as opposed to ancient.

Do you see the Holocaust as as ... a particular event? As a Jewish problem or a
humanitarian problem?

Oh, it "s a humanitarian problem.

And do you ses anything about the Holocaust that may be a victimization of the Jewish
people. . .separate victimization as opposed to the general 1l million, as cpposed to the
6 million Jews?

I don't think it's defenseable (word?) ... what was dene in the interest of quote
purifying quote the German population. To me there was no excuse for this type of
pProgram.

Do you consider yourself a religious person?

Yeg.

At the time of your experiences/ .... were you religious?

Oh yes. I was... I grew up going to Sunday School and taking a part in church
activities, even in college, €tc.

Episcopalian, all the way through?

Yes. Well, I would say... my mother had been a Presbyterian... of the Fresbyterian

thurch, wvery close to home, and occasicnally we went there, but moftly Episecopalian.
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0 Do you remember at the time - when you were involved at Dachau -when you did seeh:ny

.e. did any of your religious feelings come to the fore at that time? How could this
have happenedhow could God have let something like this happen? Do you remember...

A My views on God permitting, or prohibiting, I would say - preventing something like
this are pragmatic. I am not sure that he can really command the ill out of us, so
to speak, XIf it is there, it is going to surface. No, I do not recall now that there
was a religious aspect that came out of my revulsion of seeing what I did.

f Do you religious feelings have any effect on your attitude towards the Haz?s:;;;c;iti;;.

A Mo, I don't think I have forgiven them. - \

0 Forgiven them for what?

A Well, the atrocities primarily, but, we will say - leading, leading the German populace
to the situation where war was produced and then of course getting this vast amount of
power, permitted such things as concentration camps and the holocaust.

Q0 The World Gathering of Holocaust Survivers ends today in Israel. Have you seen any
of the films that were shown in the evening by David Schoenberg by public TV?

11:30 to 12 at night for the last few nights?

A If you knew my daily schedule, you wouldn't ask...

o I apologize for asking... that guestion... that probably sounds absurd to you.

A I am sure I would have liked to hawve.

0 But you haven't see it.

A Mo, I have not.

0 Are you familiar with the World Gathering of the Holocaust Survivers?

A Yes.

Q0 And how do you see the impact of such a gathering? In the light of your experience at
pachay, and in the world situation today?

A I guess my simpleast answer would be ... that I probably don't know encugh about it.

.-E';I?“’%Ealligtntly on that question. I certainly am not unsympathetic to the idea at all.

If they have a laudable purpose, whatever... Well, first of all I think maybe
publication of the event of the Holocaust might prevent it ever having it happen again
in ciwilized nations. I am not 50 sure about the Uganda-type situations or ewven
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is the cnly by-product, I think that is a plus. At the same time, they might, they
might have, that is the leaders of this movement, might have a mech higher purpose in

mind. To that end

long break with no sound....

turn over tape, and J¢ long break with no sound again.
\&&C\ el

Q@ PReviewing a little of the philosephy ...of the process of how the Holocaust was able to
take place, specifically the final solution which was pointed at the Jews, making the
the userer
Jew appear as vermin and Juxex and the Middle-Age concept which was very often
congidered in Offberg's and turning neighbor against neighbor, and friend against
friend, do you ses a possibility of that happening today?
A I am afraid in my mind it is possible.
Q0 Do you see any events today, political events that could lead up to such a
disintegrationof majority once again? Jews specifically. Loock at the oll situation
and things that are happening im
now/in the Middle East, etc. Any political events that you could think of that would
A Direction.... directed toward a group because of race or religious ...7
Certainly we hear about episodes ; hopefully they are just small ones, nothing on the
magnitutde of the Holocaust,against Jews around the world. I mean from time to time, but
I don't recall any recent situations, but I do believe that you will find g ... we will
say emotions dictating viclence ... vioclent situations, take the antagonism against the
generation of energy by nuclear reacticn. This gots entirely out of hand.
I think the resistance to the Viet Ham War, the events got entirely out of hand.
other than
From the standpoint ... rather-than trying to convince people by peaceful moans
or argumentation, why... we see all sorts of weird type of actions taken to cause the
well... the parties to follow the thinking of those = the perpertrators say...
But, from the purely religious opposition, yet I do not profess to know what all is
going on. What you might perceive for exasple.

¢ In the light of the anti-semitic outbreaks that we have seen in
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2 national.... with the bombing of synagogues in France, in BElgium now, in Mew York,
Brooklyn, ete..vhere does this leave us? As far as prevention and deterrent? If this
type of thing escalates? How do you see that you, as a person in the Episcopalian
church, or I whatever church or religion I accept, to do someéthing about this?

A I really have serious doubts that the ocutbreak that you speak of as far as the U S
iz concemped would get to that magnitude, so that we .l']'ﬂ‘E\c do anything more thamn
training cur children to be respectable humansg, regardless of race, etc, or religion,

I do feel that there can be in some of the Arab nations much more violent activities.

I just don"t know what we could do about that. It is so ingrained, the opposition or
hatred. Maybe even fear I am not sure. .... that I am not surprised at almost anything.
..« that I read about. Yet, the taking of large nunmbers of Jewish people and sub-
jecting them to slavery or death even by the Arab nations really seems to ba"dgljguthing
pﬁﬂ#uhat I would expect. In this century.

Q What is your feeling about Israel ... its needs.... to be or not to be.

A Well, of course; I am... I think they are a brilliant group, I think they have demonstrate
thelr fortitude , their ability to take command of a situation, I just... I scmetime
@onder at this, they seem to have so many skills. I read about their _hﬂdl_ﬂ-'-b-’lﬂ
inflation that they have over there, and I just wonder in =y own mind... What cauvses it?
Is it the price of 0il? What is it that really produces that situation? That seems
to be the only thing that they haven't mastered yet. I am wvery appreciative of what
the Israelis have done, and commend them highly.

2 You gave us an idea of your view about the general wview - your political view as far as
your guestioning as to what have we learned.....your answer to my guestion ... was the
learning process and what's geing on in Cambodia, Bangladesh or with China with the
cultural revolution, etc. Therefore, do you see a need to really.... I will go back to
ey initial gquestion, of teaching children about this past history - and including all the
aother events that are mentioned before within a family framework and a
religious involvement? In addition to the academic problem? Personelize...?
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A well, I ::erl:a.ml;rCfntait.refere?e@hihrﬁnm ﬁforfunhem@%gn abOutglISdCO"ep%O say it is true with all

countries that we have ....the parent has ceased to be as much of a trainer and
educator as when I grew up. I think this is extremely unfortunate and I am not So sSure
it exists in families you know as much as I perceive it. So many of the unfortunate
events that we read about in the papers, on a daily basis, are due to inadeguate

becomes
parental supervision and control as the child comes of a reasoning age and/responsible
for his acts; etec. MHow, I do... I think there is definitely a place where we teach

the humanitarian principle and I think it should be taught. I mean there is no reason

Frincipally
why they shouldn't be be / taught in Shurch. BaEXENHY To wuse the Holocaust
ag an example, what will happen if we don't observe these rules , naturally *--:'E“‘-'"i'-‘{.'!“““"'-:"i
Q Iz there anything else you would like to share with us.. that we haven't covered? &-?hliﬂ
In relation to your experiences...?
Some other area?
A I can ' t think of anything specifiec. I would like %o say - if you think of anything.
t I am not sure whether you have interwiewed anyone, you or your co-workers have
interviewed x with respect to Dachaw, but I ... but after the war, after the war in

Burope, and I guess after WW II, worldwide, I was relocated to a unit, Third Army
Headguarters, which at that time was in Selen (spelling) Bavaria, and I do know that
quite a lot of history was drawn up about Dachaw, that will probably flesh owt some of
the areas that I am a little weak as far as memory is concerned. Some of the more
details that you seek, well, I suggest that you consider calling on the appropriate
U S Army Historical Office, or what have you to help you acguire these details.

Q@ We have already published - republished - a book that was put out by the Army. . ™D
Dachau, but what is so important here is your perscnal .ﬂ.-n.a'é.e..j:ﬂ.-_-—u_‘:

A Yes, I perceive that.

0 That is ﬂﬁﬁzﬁﬁFq;t vou know that your personal reaction is what will make up history.
That's what we are looking for pow. On a one to one basis.

A I would like to add in that context, and I feel confident that all of the indiwviduals

in my unit who witnusﬂad these events at Dachauy, and I am n.d:s-n- sure but what others

== @ther than ’ﬁ‘g :Elattaﬂr that was in charlge there =-- found occcasion to go there, and
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gee it, .... we were of course cur %us = yas,. But, I think the idea was to see first-

hand the deplorable situwation, and not just hear about it. I think that the views that
I have expressed with respect to revulsion and deploring the fact that such a thing
could happen was shared by everyone in my Battalion that came upon these sScenes.

Do you see that experience as having any effect upon you did in later life?
Commlttment, etc...Involvement?

I am sure it must have ... and I am sure in 1945, shertly thereafter; it had much more
effect. Probably taken the form of strong antagonism against the Germans in general.
as I mentioned before, we were prohibited from fraternizing and I just do not recall
in the next group of days and weeks mx after that event that I had much direct

contact with the Germans. As we left Munich and headed East toward Austria in the
ensuing days, why.... you may have read of this, there were just literally thousands
of German soldiers who surrendered, andAH%F:;ra uging the Autcbhhn as thelr main
acess or appreoach... they were on both sides of the road, they had thrown down their
arms, they had their hands over their heads as they walked down the road to indicate
that they surrendered. There were 5o many of them that we just could not ... the
american forces could not provide what we called escort guards for these pecple.

They had... we had to use their own officers to help control them. You may. We toock
over a large airfield at Rosenheim, and it was made into a P W camp, and the number
that was there was ower 100,000, that were eventually kept there.

e
How did you feel abnut!&ﬂéthf&fﬂ{f@fﬁ}u es of military govermment...? YOu needed to?

To protect them from my own forces?

From your own forces... or... tLtjif

I don't think we had any problems with raapact.ﬂ% I think our people were cbserving
the Geneva convention rules so to speak very well. I don't reecall any violent episcodes
against the the military persons, when we were there.

Lt = &6 =3 Ly f"_.;_'__‘-n—"'-;:"{:-E:ﬂ—L .

Yes, self control.

I want to thank you wvery wvery much for sharing this information with us.

Glad to help.
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