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TRANSCRIPTION OF INTERVIEW OF PAUL GUMZ
by Herbert Jenkins, Interviewer pee g, 1978

(Dachau)

I am talking with Mr. Paul Gumz regarding the Holocaust program and hls experience
and activitiez in Germany during the war. Well, thank you, Mr. Paul Gumz, we
aporeclate you comlng over thls moming to glve us some Informatlion on Holocaust
program, I uwnderstand you had quite an experience during that time, so if you
will glve us your name and addreszs and tell us what you know about it, we will
appreclate 1t very much:

My name 1s Paul Gumz, I 1live at 4621 Lake Shore Drive in Pine Lake, Georgla,
which 1s near Stone Mountain. I was bom in 1922 on May 3rd in Chicagp, Illinois.
Amd I was just gettlng out of high school in '41 when Pearl Harbor came, and went
in the armmy < in "483. Took basle training in Ft. Jackson, 3C and went ower

and joined the 3rd Infantry Division in Aupust of 1943 and went into Cassino in
Italy and we were tled up there untll December, at which time I attracted

trench foot or frozen foot and was shipped back on Christmas Day to Rome, no, to
Naples, and from Naples went over to Iran and North Africa where I lald on my
back for months and wasput on limited duty when I got cut and jolned a medleal
battalion in Sielly - Palermo, Slclly - and we went up the boot of Italy, back up
to Cassino again, made the invasion of An z lo, went from Anzio, made the Invasion
of Scuthermn France, on up crossed the FAhine Rlver to Germany. I puess about
three weeks after we were in Germany and over the Fhine, we were stalled beacause
E:’I.u;mply lines HEL‘M'EFH&“?:‘H:' gasoline, but we got a call and got gasoline

== that we were going to make a forced trip at night to a concentration camp near
Munich,

Let me ask you at that point, Mr. Oumz, was that the first time you heard about
the concentration camp? What did you know about concentratlon camps? At this

time? Now, you are in Germany, and they sald - look, tenlght you are poing up

there. What dld you - what had you heard beforehand and what did you expect to find?
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We just knmew they had concentration cams. We didn't know what we would find, nor
what to expect. We had been told that the reasm we were golng was that our Intelligence
had gotten word that a tralnload of prisoners was coming from the Low countries and was
to ba in Dachau that marmning., And since we were a backup medleal battalion,
we were goling in to take care of these prisoners on the train. That was our main
Job of gping along. When we got to Dachau, they had blown the bridge across, they
had a moat, locied like a river around it, and we were tied up until the engineers
got a bridge across. When we got inslde, the infantry had taken care of all the
puards they could find. Our maln objectlve was to head to the train, which we did.
But the traln arrived the day before. They had mahine=gunned all the pecple in the
car. There were approximately 100 cars, and approximately 100 pecole to a car., We
had found one boy allve in all these people, and he dled on us later in the morning,
And I have photos of all these trains of boxcars to substantlate what I am saying.

We then went and toured the camp,

d I understand all theze people on thiz rallroad traln were dead?

That's right, they were elther frozen to death or ma chine-mrned one,

What were thelr

nationalities? Do you know?

Most of them, we were told, were from the Low countries,.. Yugoslavia, ete,

They were being brought to Germany?

That's right.

And they had either dled from exposure or...

That's right, all they had on was a thin suit, like a palr of pajamas,

Ard there was 100 people to the ecar? And how m any cars?

That's right. About a hundred cars.

You had 100,0007

Scamething like that. That's right.

That's terrible. But you saw that, your plectures here showed where you are unloading

them.

That's right. There's all the card, you can see bodies in all the cars.
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had no identification,
You just understood they came from the low countries....tell us where you went
from there., Then what did you do?
Well, then we went exploring; of course we liberated the prisoners in the compound;
and to go back, we had a cook - come into our outfit that had been from Yugoslavia -
and he was our interpreter. He had been on a merchant marine ship - A Yugoslavlan
ship which was torpedoed - and a destroyer from U S plcked him up and brought him to
states. They didn't lnow what to do with him so they put him In the army and they
eventually got him overseas, But, anyway he could talk the language, and we got
anold of a doctor inslde the camp and he showed us through the whole compound.
Mow, thls Yugoslavian found a cousin of his, inside the camp, and miraculously he
was still alive, I can remember where they slept, it looked 1llke they had about
12 to 15 inches between slabs of wood, where they would have to ¢rawl into to sleep,
because allthese people weren't fed very much.
Were they segregated by sex or ape?
By sex, not by age,
By sex,
Young boys and so on. And he took us through the wards, and they had spproximately
I would say 25 to 30 young men that had come in the camp several weeks before that

they had castrated - they were Jews, Jewlsh people, Jewlsh boys. had castrated

h__ﬁ_,_‘_ug,_ﬂ e Crurtdd.-

them, and I rem ember by elsctrod’they bumed them all - and A awdne showed us,
They were eastrated, but they were still alive? Was there some medical treatment?
They were giving them medieal treatment, yes, they wers golng to go to work In the
campa. lNow they would work them until they died, And he tock us through a larpe
room where they had two copper vats, where they experimented with.;{;;mg miir = T
don't know how many gallons of water 1t held, but 1t was an enormous vat - and they
would put the pecple in a swing and dump them in lce-cold water and then back in the

not water just to see how long they could llve , I remember that vaguely. We then
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A: out of there, of course. We couldn't take eare of them, all these men, and we
stayed there three days, but we weren 't equipped to take care of all these peoole
and they finally brought in these evacuatlon hospltal M\EL to fodte Cate ?'PJ;,,..,

o There were no women in this camp... they were all male cams?
Al I dn't recall any. I think they dld away with the women.
e Sent them someplace else,,,.? Wiat was your...what 4did yvou hear... how many people

did you think were in this camp? You found 100,000 bodies in the trains....

A: I doni'c remember How ME Y ...

Q: How big a place was 1t?

A: It was an enormous camp, but we had... I am going to back to the first day now.

outside i
We got ?]".e aftemoon, and the infantry still had not found the leaders of the
camp, s0 one of the prisoners saild that they had a row of houses along the one slde
he thought

of the camp where the cadre lived and so on, he sald that they had a sub-

basement in one of them that was hildden, so that Infantry went in, and sure enough
they found - I believe - it was four of the top echelon of the camp that they
brought out.

Q: Tat was 35 Storm troopers - or were they...? Civilians?
These were in the ammy, In the German army, but they were the leaders of the camp.
How the 53 troops that they had as guards were mostly young boys, infantry killed
them coming in, they were defen_ ding the camp, they were laying all over the place,
Arnd I have one insignla that I tock off of one of the 55 troops, there 1t is right

thaere.
Q: That's the insignia that the puards wore?
A: That's 35 Storm Troopers' .... guards... they had young boys, mostly, what the

W40, S
Germans called the pure , the blond-blue-eyed, and these klds could, if one
one of the prisoners or the inmates told us, if they would kill three prisoners a
week, just on the spur of the moment, they would get a pass into Munleh, whlch was

just a few miles from there, In Mnich they had a camp set up with pure - what
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A they called pmm glrls = and they would billet these boys with them., They
had 1ike a baby factory going on, Hitler's idea of he could eliminate everything in
German except the pmmnﬂ that's why he wanted blue-eyed blondes, but anyway,
they brought out these four priscners - these four officers of the camp - that were
the elite or — comanding offlcers and so on. And after you had seen everything
going on in the camp, well we had been medles for how mamy years and got used to
arms and legs off, but this was something else. They tumed these officers ower to
the prisoners, and they just beat them, kicked them, and beat them and finally
they were shot.

W Tney executed them on the...

A: Right out there on the ground.

Q: The prisoners themselves?

A: That's right. They got their revenge and everything on them, for everything they
had been through,

Q: That's an experlence that 1s hard to imagine, isn't it?

A We dldn't stop them.

Q:  On, I know that.

We got into one side of the camp now, and they had two, enormous rooms.

And I can't go by size, they were enormous; In the center they had fecrnaces,

Now in both these rooms, bodles were stacked to the celling, and there are photographs
to substantiate that, and here's the photograph,..

Q: And these bodles...? Many of them had dded, but most of them had been killed?

Ax They all died of malnutrition, mostly. They always fed them a little water and soup,
and worked them until they died. They go through and take out any gold in their
teeth or whatever they needed and..

Q: But these... these guards that were glven a pass 1f they killed three priscners,
any prisoners?

A: No matter...
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Qs And no matber about provocation, or how they did 1t?

A: It dldn't matter.

Q: They must have killed hundreds of them,

Az Oh yes, thousands probably. There's a photopraph of the owens where they cremated
them. You will see on the top, the one 1s closed, these,-— there are two of them
cloged == there's the offleers that they threw right on top of the plle, It was
snowlng that day also, it was cold, and there's the pleture of the plles of clothlng
outside of the crematorium, or whatever it is called, you can see the snow on top of
the clothing, and that's I in the center there.

Oh, that's you right there?

That's right.

You were a young handsome soldler, weren 't you?

s &2 F &

Well, back then, that's how many years ago. There's a picture of the prisoners.

Now in the yard, the exerclse yard, they hagT{rﬂ-:e crosses, they also nadfﬁ'rﬁt Dane

dogs .. m:gm Great Danes. This was sport for the guards and the officers.

They would hang Jewlsh, young Jewlsh boys on these poles, and these dogs were tralned

to castrate these men  in one bite. That ;-nmd.a awful, but it is true.

Q: That's h&?ﬂﬂ.ﬂﬂw :lhm--a," T

A: That's true, because I seen the dogs, the Infantry killed them and they were laying
there.

Q: This you saw?

& Yes sir. Now, they also had another room, and they were m aking at the time (and I
dan't have 1t, my mtheflhas it), they were making at the time statue in poreelain,

- it G Calias

these prisoners were, /L~ it was to be for
Hitler's birthday, which was coming up in a month or zo, along with 1t was an
invitation to his birthday party, golng to all the high German offlcers; somewhere in
a box at home, I've gpot the card, it i3 signed by Heinrich Himmler and it's an
invitation to the birthday. Also in another room alongslde of thls, they mage
lampshades out of human skin, believe 1t or not.

: ¥You saw that?
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A: Yes sir. I seen that., - - Which went to the high German officlals, they wanted them.

We stayed there.... ah, this was all on the first day, as I can remember, The next
feed

two days weee busy Just trying to elean up and trying to masepenplﬁhﬂym
4:1:::».1.1.::]:1.'l:.f:%';i them too much, because they hadn't eaten 1s s0 many years. You still
didn' t believe it, after you seen it.
Q: What was the nationality of these pecple, penerally? Here,.lmw of them that you
could talk to?

A: Mozt of them were from Yugoslavia, Poland, ete.

Q: No American soldliers?

A: No, there werefit any American soldiers there, not in this concentration camp.

I belleve there were some German people.

Q: And this was near Munich?

A Yes, 1t was near fundch, because the next tosm we llberated was Mundch a few days
later.

Q: Well, of course the records show. About what year was that, do you remember?

A:  That would be '45, I believe,

Q: 1945 - begin ning of the end of the war,

A: 'That's right, but it had to be towards spring, I puess, 1t was snowlng cut there.

Q: And the bodles were cremabed? And cbviously they used all kinds of methods to
kill the priscorers, but had no systematic way of killing them.

A:  Well, this was systematic, killing the ovens...

Q: But yes, that was after he was dead, he was crem ated?

A:  Oh yes, well, even off on one side, they had zome gas chambers, but I don't know
whether they used them primarily....they were using these pecple to work until they
dropped dead,

Q: And those that didn't drep dead, they ldlled m any of them?

Oh yes, they didn't like somebody's locks, they just killed them,-
Q: Just shoot them?
A: ‘That's right. Everybody ran scared in the place. I don't think anybody was there

for a year.
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Q: How long did y'all stay there?

A: We stayed there three days.

Qs Did you find any more of the guards, or the people who were In charge? You found
A Well, that was all the young kKldas that were the puards...

These were the offlcers, they had all young kKlds.

Q: Did y'all take them In custody? Did you find...
the Infantry
There wasn't one alive,,. Killed evervore of them
Q: The infantry had been ahead of you and handled all of those?
A: That's right. When they went Into the camp. But we were a medical battallon and we

went in right after, but our main objective, as I sald, was to hit that traln.
Q: Well, you stayed there three days, and you had no preparation. You really dldn't
know what you were going to find?

Az Hot in any way, no sir.

Qs That must hawe been a shock to you fellows.

A Yes, very much so0. ‘The train was a shoco.

Q: To start wlth?

A Yes, that's right. And the rest of it was even worse.

QR Did any of your people get slck? I imagine they did?

A Mot in our medicalkorps, no. We had been through quite a bit,

Q But you were prepared for whatever it was...?

A Well, not for that, but we didn't get.... WE handled a lot of dismembered soldiers

during the years and we were a little hardensd to that. After all, it was a jeb.

Q: You stayed there three days, and then what dld you move? Did you leave these pecple?
Al They moved in  an evamuation hospital unit to take care of them,

Q: The evacuatlon unit came behind you?

Az That's right.

H And relleved you?

Az Mhen we went out with the Infantry - as a unit, and it was very surprising
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A j.nt-!mci&.".ﬁenwegntintnhtnich, the peoble there were just as afrald of Dachau as

anybody, the German people, and we got a hero's welcome,..

Q: id they know about 1t?

A: Oh yes.

Q: They knew about it pretty well beforehand.”

Al ':;’f ;g'treated as liberators in Mmnich. I believe it was the only CGerman city
where we went into where we were.

Q: Where did you go from there? L,.:h”

A: From there we went on into Bad E:EJ’”: which 1is Llpiﬂﬂ&uar:la;’ui,:?ﬁ.
austria into E_N_'.r:!_ﬂuﬁtriﬂj and then came back into a town called E;'eir;, ‘which
15 near Heidelberg, which we went in as occupation troops, and there's another
story there,

Q: Waz there a prison there?

Ax Mo, We went Into a bullding, a very nice bullding, modem bullding, three floors,
the upper two floors were individual rooms with beds, wash basins, ete, and the
main floor had dining facllitles, and in the basement, they also had four blg vats.
With .."zﬁm-p | again

o With what?

A With 5linT%hdivent and asked the local towmspecple, asked the farmer across the
street (there was a farmer across the road) and he told me it was an old people’s
home, and if for example 1f your parents were too old to work any more, the government
told you they would take care of them, and they sent them to this home, but in the
basement, they doe the same thing az they were dolng mml ,EryrfipitjﬁttMm
in 1ce cold water and hot water untll they passed away, and then theyh that your

;‘f‘m‘ﬂur & o
mather had a heart attack - very sorry.
Q: And then they burmed the bodles?
A: Yes, they cremated them. But this was in another town, and they were getting rid of

their old pecple.
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4 H Well, that was the German people.,.?

Az German people, right.

*H There were no Jewish people involved there.

As This was the elderly, the German people, and I substantiated this with several
of the women we had working for us in the kitechen, They told us it was an
old people's home, and nobody ever went there, They were ridding the coumtry of
those who couldn't produce.

Q€ Terrible, isntt 1t?

A That's right.
Q: You saw it in operation.
Az That's right.
Qs How long did you stay there?
Lingeheim 7

As I stayed in Zenzyme (?) for sbout four months, and I went up into Heldelburg

in the Tth Army - Headquarters Occupation Troops and stayed there until February

Meniyvs ©
of "46, and I then went to M , Which iz in France c-:..f'-q: f’.’eﬁ{?-,-
arnd

where I ran, was In charge of a hotel for married persons/lfemales golng on leave
to Switzerland, and I stayed there until October of 'Uf until my tour of duty
was ended ad came home,

Q: Discharged?

A: December of 1946,

Q: You stayed there until '46 and then you came back to the states?

A: That's rignt. Chleago, Illincis.

Q: Wnat was your reaction and the fellows that were with you? You moved into this

thing and saw thls brutality that was beyond your imagination...what was the
conversablon and what was your thinking?

® A:  Well, we were more accustomed to, I guess, you might say...

Q: Bodies....

A Bodles and death and s0 on, but in the infantry, ... the infantry, uh, it hit

everyone of those and they were really bolling over, they went on....

i wio T think ‘!tf:u..?‘; ‘fﬁ"ﬂm L-.iim'f- %J"Ht F“IE;J_

a5
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anybody that shot at them, they were dead, that was thelr attitude. Our attitude,

we were more on a medlcal side, and you couldn't hardly believe what you had seen ,

really, I mea it was there, but you couldn't hardly believe it,

Beyond Imagination.

I mean you just couldn 't imagine.... here must have been, what, 100,000 or 200,000

dead people, and all of them were just skin and bones, you know, J ust nothing.

Ribs, ... that was the thing that stuck in my mind, they were all skeletons.

Did it, was your thinking at the time, that the German govermment was responsible

for this, or the GCerman people?

Ch, the govermment, the govern ment. I have talked to some pecole and they dldn't

lnow basically what was golng on, really. And I think they were just as

as . You lopw thelr parents - some of them were pone = and 30 on,; and

they had seen what happened to some of thelr friends, who were Jewlsh pecple, ete.

Personally, the younger German people were bralnwashed thoroughly. They belleved in

this really. And you say, gee how can that hapoen? But it was a fine example

several weeks app with this thing in Guyana, where almost a thousand people followed

somebody and committed sulclde. So, it still goes on today.

Sulcide, though, 1z one thing, but murder 1s scmething else.

Yes, this was murder - plain out - murder, but they had drilled into the
. younger generation in  Germany at that time with propoganda and eontinuous

propoganda that they were the superlor race and everything else was Inferior and

should not
e on thls earth. Perlod.

And they had a responsibllity to destroy it?

Right. Especially for the Jews and the Catholies., ‘That was their big thing.
They were after Catholies just as much as Jews, then?

Yes, he uh,.. was anti-religious. They did not belleve 1n God.

He thought he was God, didn't he?

Yes, that's right. He was the God and the rﬁimrer and something to the

extent of Hirchito in Japan....when you die for the fp’m.mr, you go to heaven, etec.

Special Collecions - Wipodmoff Library- Bmony Universits This batenal Maybe Protected by Copraight Lam (Trde 17 LS. Code,

This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy.



http://collections.ushmm.org
Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection

Q:  And mlllions of German people agreed with him and bellewved that also.

A:  Primarily the youyer generatlion. The older generation that had been through quite a bit
were glad it was over and didn't want any part of it that much. But the younger
generation, they were thoroughly braimwashed into this.

@Q: After these many years, what is your thinking now? What 1s your reaction?

Wnat caused that? What can be done to keep it fram happening again?

A: I imagine what caused it was preed, primarily. One man 's greed., But, we have had
how many wars since then? I don't kmow.

Q: What do you think today ought to be done in and around Germany - the people...

All those people haven't been brought to Justice, many of them, I understand,
escaped and some of the minor officlals.... what 1s your thinking? Along that line?
Well, what should be done today?

A: I imagine some of them have been, have escaped; now most of those who hawe been brought
to Justice, of course, have been hanged for thelr war crimes, but I don't think you can
blame a whole race of people, because I don't think the entire race of people was at
fault,

2: They were just following the leader?

Yes, I believe they were.
& umsz,

Q: Well, M. Paul we thank you very much. We appreciate your glving us thls
statement. We apprecliate the pletures. If we can borrow and make pletures of some
of them, we will certainly returmn all the orlginals back to you, and again, we thank
you very very much.

A:  You are qulte welcome,sir.

HJ:ra
3/15/79
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