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NAME: HOWARD MARGOL

INTERVIEWER: KAETHE SOLOMON

CAMP: DACHAU

DATE: JUNE 14, 1979

A:        Howard Margol, 4430 Mt. Paran Parkway, N.W., Atlanta, GA.  February

22, 1924.  21 years old. My prospective profession was accounting;

present occupation, business executive. I was in the 392nd Field Artillery

Battalion, Battery B, of the 42nd Rainbow Division. I was a private and

we liberated the camp at Dachau.

Q:        Is there a date you that you want to....

A:         I believe it was right around April 30, 1945.

Q:        It's right here.  The 29th.  That's very good. How did you first hear about

the camp? Did  you know of the camp before you got there?

A:        No, I had no knowledge of the camp prior to arriving there.  We had set

up our 105 millimeter Howitzer gun position right outside the camp.

Several of the men in the Battery started talking about a camp they had

seen just a short distance -- maybe 300 or 400 yards -- away.

Q:        They had gone there and come back and reported it.

A:        Right.

Q:        Do you remember the terminology they used? What did they say?

A:        That there was some sort of prisoner camp because it had barbed wire

fence around it.  So, of course, we were all curious to see because this was

something new and different, different from any experience we had had in

combat up to that point. We knew it wasn't a prisoner of war camp. Quite

frankly, I, myself, and I don't think anyone else that I was with realized
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the full import of what we were seeing.

Q:        Was the term "concentration camp" used at that time?

A:        We were there a total of probably 3 or 4 hours.  The war was still going

on and we had to move on. But I think by the time we left there we

certainly started realizing more of what it was.  It was a concentration

camp.  We knew it wasn't just a work camp or anything like that because

of some of the things we saw there.  One thing that really struck me at

first was the odor.  You couldn’t mistake the odor, and some of the

German population in the area that we talked to said they knew nothing

about it.  And these are people who lived in the village there!

A:        Were you able to converse with any of the German population at all at

the time?

A:        I had learned a little German by then, but we had several men in the

outfit who could speak German very fluently so they had no problem

talking to them and telling the rest of us the gist of their conversations.

Q:        Do you still remember the odor?

A:        Vaguely.  I would recognize it if I came across the same odor again.

Q:        Hopefully, you won't come across that odor again, but it's interesting to

see.

A:        There were a few occasions in combat when the odor of dead bodies was

pretty prevalent.  For instance, we were in a small village for about 23 or

24 days, and the fighting sort of bogged down.  When we pushed off and

left that village and crossed the no-man's land that had existed for that

period of time, we came across 20, 30, maybe 40 dead German soldiers.

They had been dead for various numbers of days during that 3 week

period so the odor was....

Q:        It was a familiar one.
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A:        It was a familiar odor, but not to the extent... This was an odor you could

smell if you were within several hundred yards of these German soldiers.

But in Dachau if you were within 2 miles of it, you could get the odor. It

wasn't something that was localized right in the camp itself.

Q:      And the villagers you met indicated that they knew nothing of what was

going on.

A:       We didn't have to prompt them.  That was the first thing they said, that

they didn't know anything about what was going on and just expressed

complete ignorance.  It was like they had their stories all prepared.

Q:        It sounds like a rehearsed situation. Try to give us a description of the

camp as you remember it - sights, sounds....

A:         For the most part, the people in the camp who were still alive just

looked like skeletons with skin stretched over it. Physically, I'd say they

were all in pretty bad shape. Mentally, there was no jumping up and down

for joy.  They just seemed too much in a state of shock or like zombies.

Just standing around and going through the motions.  Not like a group of

healthy people who had suddenly been liberated and who were jumping

for joy and very happy.  They probably didn't realize even at first what

[was happening].  You can't live in conditions like that and then suddenly

in one day act different.

Q:        Were there any guards?

A:         No.  There were no German soldiers left at the camp at all.

Q:        Did some of the inmates leave the camp?   Were the gates open when

you entered the camp?

A:        They were, but you have to remember our Infantry battalion had already

been there and taken over the camp.  Then they moved out, so when we

went over there the gates were open. I didn't see any inmates of the camp
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leaving..

Q:        Were operations set up then?  Medical operations and some sort of

clothing care.

A:        Not at that point, no.

Q:        How did you feel when you saw these people? Did you think of them as

human beings that were emaciated?

A:        As far as the people themselves, yes.

Q:        Did they try to touch you in any way or come close to you personally?

Did anyone walk up to you?

A:        No more than just normal curiosity.  They asked a few questions. For

one thing, being Jewish, I had a much more personal interest in the camp

and in the people than maybe a lot of guys in my outfit that were from

Arkansas or someplace like that. It’s not that I lived in a big city.  I lived

in Jacksonville, Florida, but still it was a little more in the main stream of

life.

Q:        Were you aware of the number of Jewish inmates in the prison at that

time? There were about 80% Jews.

A:         No, but I expected they would all be Jews.  I was surprised at the ones

that were not Jewish. The number of non Jews that were there surprised

me more so than the number of Jews that were there. With the little bit

that I had heard before about German concentration camps,  I just

assumed that they only had Jews, and if you weren't Jewish, you had

nothing to worry about. I found out differently.

Q:        You were not aware at that time of the so-called "special treatment” that

the Jews got and that most did not survive the camps?

A:        No.

Q:        The attire they were wearing, the uniforms....
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A:        They had the striped [uniforms].

Q:        Did you have any specific orders concerning your job to be done at the

time you went in?

A:         No, because we were there just to see what the camp was all about.  Our

job was to stay on our gun position and fire our Howitzer when the fire

commands came through.  We had ten men in our gun position so we

would take turns.  In other words, maybe two of us would go to the camp

and look around and then come back to the gun position and let two other

guys go.  At the time we were there, combat was still going on although

the Germans were retreating.

Q:       You went with somebody else to the camp? Was he also Jewish?

A:        No.

Q:        Did you and this other gentlmeman discuss what you saw at the time that

you went to the camp? Did you talk about what you had just experienced

with each other?

A:        We all talked about it just in general terms, and we all agreed that it was

the first real example on that magnitude that most of us had ever seen as

far as man's inhumanity to man. We just couldn't believe that human

beings could do these things to other human beings. But there was one

thing that probably impressed me more than anything else I saw there.

Along side the camp were railroad tracks.  I don’t remember exactly how

many box cars were on the tracks -- probably 8 or 10 -- and when we

opened the box cars, there were dead bodies inside. Everyone agreed that

what it appeared to be was that the Germans [were retreating] and they

decided they had to take as many of these people with them as they could.

So they loaded them into the box cars and the box cars never went

anywhere. They just sat there and the people inside didn’t actually suffo-
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cate; they froze to death. We did hit some cold weather even though it

was the end of April.  In fact, two days later, we had a two-foot snow fall.

[The Germans] had to retreat, but at the same time you would think they

would retreat and worry about themselves and not worry about people

who were left in the camp.  There again, as far as man's inhumanity to

man, it just seemed so unbelievable to us that even though the Germans

were retreating they still wouldn't let loose.  They couldn't let these people

live; they had to load them in the box cars and make an attempt to take

them with them.

Q:        An attempt to do a thorough job to the very end.

A:        Right.

Q:        Did you ever have nightmares about what you saw?

A:        No, not really.  Had I seen it other than under combat conditions, I

probably would have.

Q:       Which brings me to the next question.  You saw an awful lot of death

around.  Did you see this as a different type of death?  We think about

these things in retrospect, I know, but how do you remember feeling about

it at the time as opposed to seeing soldiers' deaths?

A:        At the time, that was the big difference. You see someone that's dead

because of the war itself  --  a soldier or a civilian got killed in combat,

maybe the house was bombed or something like that, and you say, "Well,

it's sad, but that's war."  C’est le guerre.  But the deaths at the camp itself

were an entirely different matter. I don't care who you were or what you

had seen or what you had been through it definitely had to affect you.

Q:        Do you remember your reaction being any different from the reaction of

the gentleman who was with you at the time?

A:        No.
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Q:       As a Jew versus a non-Jew?

A:        I would say whether they were a Jew, non-Jew, from a big city, or from a

small town in the U.S., the reaction was pretty general.

Q:       Was there a chaplain with your unit?

A:        Yes.  I was not present together with him at Dachau. Our chaplain was

Rabbi Ely Bohnen.  He still is living today, I think, and he was a terrific

rabbi.

Q:        Did you have any opportunity to share this experience with him? Did

you see him afterwards?

A:        Afterwards, yes.

Q:        Did you talk to him about what you had seen?

A:        Only in general terms.

Q:        Do you remember his reaction or was there any sharing of similar

experiences between him and yourself?

A:        There was, but I don't really remember our conversation. There were

some later events that occurred with the Jews from the concentration

camps that were alive that I remember much better.

Q:        Tell us about that.

A:        This was a situation [that occurred] when the war ended.  My outfit was

right on the German-Austrian  border so that's where we remained. Then

after the war ended, part of our job was to get the people together in the

area and find out what country they originally were from.

Q:       These were displaced persons?

A:        Yes, and we had to get them back to whatever country they originated

from.  Along with that, we were bringing four or five hundred Jews.  They

wanted us to take the Jews that had come out of the concentration camps

and take them to Bagdastein, Austria, which was a resort town.
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Q:        You say "they."  These were orders?

A:        These were Army orders. And Rabbi Bohnen fought very hard against

taking this action. So, I asked him, "Rabbi, I don't understand. Why are

you objecting so strenuously to taking these Jews, with everything they

have been through in the concentration camps?  Here we're going to put

them in these big, beautiful hotels.  What's wrong with that? They will

have good food, clean beds, and everything."  And he said he would

rather put them in one of the camps we had set up there that had barracks.

It was a German army camp that we had taken over and changed around a

little bit. He said there they would have food, clean beds, showers, and

everything, but it would just be an army barracks instead of a resort hotel.

He said the reason for this was that these people have been used to living

like animals for four or five or six years in the concentration camp.  That

was the life style they had become accustomed to. Now you are going to

take those people and put them into a fancy hotel with fancy bathrooms,

white linen tablecloths on the tables, and waiters and waitresses to wait on

them and serve them food.  They are not going to change that rapidly. It’s

going to be too big a change for them.  Another thing he was afraid of was

that it would look bad for the civilian population there to see these Jews

acting like animals. It would just justify what they said -- They’re animals

so treat them like animals.  I remember [this] because my brother and I

were very close to Rabbi Bohnen.  He went to General Mark Clark who at

that time had been made the American military governor of that area.

[The Rabbi] argued with him and General Clark told him that he was

sorry, but that was the orders that came from President Truman in

Washington and they had to take this particular group of Jews and move

them into the hotel. So, that's what we did. Sure enough, it was exactly the
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way Rabbi Bohnen predicted, because they acted like animals. They may

have been sitting at a table with a white tablecloth, napkins,  fancy crystal,

and china, because these were some of the finest resort hotels in Europe

prior to the war, but they still sat there and gulped the food down with

their hands. They didn't bother to use the silverware or anything. When

they had to go to the bathroom, they didn't bother to use the bathroom.

They did whatever they had to do in the hallway, in the grand ballroom, or

just wherever they happened to be.

Q:        Did you see this?

A:        Yes.

Q:        So the Rabbi's prediction really came true.

A:        Right. But over a period of a few weeks, they naturally adjusted.

Q:       Adjusted to humane conditions.  Were you there to see the changes?

A:        Yes.

Q:        That's an incredible story.  It really is.

A:        One other thing that happened on the same occasion. And as I said, these

things left a much more lasting impression on me than what I actually saw

at Dachau.  When we were taking this group of Jews, these approximately

four hundred or five hundred who were in that area, up to Badgastein....

Q:        Pardon me for interrupting.  That area was close to what camp?

Apparently, these Jews came from one of the concentration camps. Do

you have any idea?

A:        I don’t remember.  I can show you exactly on the map of Austria.

Q:       Mauthausen?

A:        No, Badgastein is south of Salzburg. In fact, five years ago I was there

and I drove from Bagdastein to Salzburg.  It's about a two-hour drive by

car. So as far as what particular camps these people came from, I don't
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remember.  I don't think they all came actually from one camp either

although it is possible they might have. I really don't remember and I don't

think I knew even at that time.

Q:        O.K.  I was just interested.  Back to your story.

A:        We had a convoy of American Army trucks and we were bringing these

Jews to the camp. It was on a Friday and suddenly a lot of the Jews started

hollering and screaming. We all stopped the trucks to find out what in the

world was going on. They all got out of the trucks and sat down in a field

alongside the road and said that it was Shabbos. This was Friday night

and the sun had just gone down. Of course, this was in the Austrian

mountains there and the sun went down a little early if anything. They

said that they were not going anywhere until the sun went down Saturday

night. I went to some of them and said, "Look, I'm Jewish; I know what

you're talking about, but it's only another 20 to 25 minutes and we'll be at

the hotel  and with everything you've been through, what's the big deal?

So it's another 20 or 25 minutes.  You can't stay out here all night in the

fields, because at night it gets pretty cold in the mountains."  But they said

they were not  going anywhere and the result is they just laid down in the

fields. We went into town and came back and brought out blankets for

them and set up food kitchens and fed them that night and all the next day,

and when the sun went down Saturday night, they loaded back in the

trucks and went the rest of the way.  I say that had a tremendous impact

on me.

Q:        Were you a religious person at the time you were in the Army?

A:        Yes, I was religious. I wasn't Orthodox.  I was Conservative.  I wasn't

real religious.

Q:        Did this experience change your feelings about Judaism or religion?
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A:        Yes.  I won’t say I became more religious, but I do feel that I had a little

better understanding or a stronger belief in Judaism because of that

experience.  There was no doubt in my mind that one of the main things

that had brought those people through what they had been through was

that they had something to hold onto, which was Judaism, their religion.

The fact that they did what they did proved to me that it was what they

were holding onto.  It wasn't something they were just paying lip service

to.

Q:        It certainly proved worthwhile for them in terms of the strength it

probably gave them at the time they needed it most.

A:         I feel that way.

Q:        Was this group of people already at a displaced person's camp and you

were traveling with them or were you just beginning to set them up in a

camp as you were traveling in the mountains?

A:        We took the army trucks and we picked them up somewhere in southern

Germany.

Q:         It wasn't an organized group that you were taking from one place to

another.  It was just a straying group of Jews that you picked up.

A:        We did not actually pick them up inside of a camp itself.   I don’t

remember at what meeting point we picked them up, but all I know is they

were there when we.....

Q:        That was an organized group that was standing there ready to be picked

up.

A:        Yes. Now who organized them, whether they took them all out of one

camp, I don’t know.

Q:        Were they still wearing their camp uniforms?

A:         No.
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Q:        They were in civilian clothes.

A:        That was one thing that I did notice about any of them I saw after the war

ended.  We were at Dachau April 29th, Munich was May the 2nd or the

3rd, and then it was just a week or so later that the war ended. So the only

other prisoners I actually saw in the striped uniforms were in Munich

when we captured it.  Those people -- some Jews, some Frenchmen, other

nationalities -- were completely different than the ones I saw in Dachau.  I

don't know how the ones in Munich got there or what but they were....

Q:        How were they different?

A:        Different in the respect that they were not emaciated looking.  They had

the striped uniforms on, but they were not emaciated looking.  They were

not in a camp; they were in houses, big apartment buildings, waving out

the windows, running in the streets. They were not emaciated looking.

They were extremely, extremely happy, jubilant, excited that we were

there.

Q:        You got the feeling that the treatment was a little different for them than

in the camp.

 A:       Yes. Where they originated from or what their circumstances were I

don’t know.  I really had no opportunity to talk to any of them.

Q:        That certainly is a difference.

 A:        Other than those people the only ones I saw was after the war ended,

and, of course, no one had any uniforms on.  They all had clothes of one

kind or another that had been furnished to them.

Q:        Did you ever come across any SS in the course of all these experiences?

A:        Not directly.

Q:        You had no personal contact?

A:        I had no personal contact with them.
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Q:       What were your own feelings about the German civilians?

A:        I never found a single German civilian who [admitted he] was a Nazi.

I’m sure it was something that was repeated many, many times over.  We

would see German civilians and the first thing they would say is that they

were not a Nazi, but that guy over there  was a Nazi and the neighbor

down the street was a Nazi.  We would go inside their house, search the

house, and see photographs taken of them standing and waving the Nazi

flag....

Q:        Did you indeed have that experience?

A:        ....or [they would be] in a Nazi uniform.  There were pictures of their

children in the Hitler Youth Movement uniforms.  You would show them

the pictures, confront them with it, and [they would say] they weren't

really Nazis, that they had to do it, they were forced to do it.

Q:        How do you feel about that now in retrospect?

A:        I felt angry at the time, even though there was nothing I could do about

it.  You didn't hit them or anything like that.

Q:        You felt like it, but you didn't.

A:        Right.  You felt like it, but you didn't. At least I didn't.

Q:        Did you know of others that did?

A:        There were a few fellows in the outfit that were no different in the Army

than they were in civilian life. There were a couple of guys that had no

qualms about putting a gun to a woman's head and forcing her to have

relations at the point of a gun. The gun  was the only force they used, but I

felt that they were the type person that did things of that nature in civilian

life and they hadn't changed....

Q:       War or no war.

A:        Yes.  War or no war.  The same way as far as hitting a few people.  They
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were angry about it [the attitude of the German civilians], but I think they

were people who had short tempers and in civilian life they would have

hit somebody for some other reason as well.

Q:        They brought their civilian personality into the war situation.

A:        Right.  Another thing you have to remember is I had just turned 21 at the

time. I was 20 when I first went into combat, and I wasn't as

knowledgeable, as mature or as wise as I am today.  Had I been maybe in

my 30's at the time and had seen a lot more of life, I might have reacted a

little differently to some of these things.

Q:        These people made statements that they weren't Nazis and then you saw

pictures that certainly indicated they were involved in the Nazi

movement. They also made the statement that they had to do it, they didn't

want to.  How do you feel about that now?  Do you think there is some

validity?   [What would you have done] if  you had found yourself in the

same position where a government forces you to do certain things against

your will, but those were the orders?

A:        You can never say for sure until you're put to the test, but I feel that

certain things you might have to do. You might have to put on a uniform,

you might have to take part in certain activities, but when it comes to

torturing people, killing people, things like that, I feel that either you have

the stomach for it or you don't.

Q:        So you don't see that as a valid excuse for a human being to just be told

to [unintelligible] another human being?

A:        There's a fine line there. This may be a little different, but the [similarity]

may be there. I don't know myself in this respect.  I know of only one

occasion during the war of someone killing someone else when they

weren't forced to do it.  I wasn't personally involved but close enough to
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know that it happened and that it was factual.  Our Infantry crossed the

Main River at Wurzburg, Germany.   I was still on the west side of the

river, but part of our Infantry had crossed it and managed to get a foothold

on the other side. They captured two German soldiers, and one of the

officers instructed two of the American soldiers to take the two German

soldiers back across the river to be interrogated. When these two Ameri-

can soldiers got back down to the river bank, they had a decision to make.

Their orders were to take the two German soldiers back across the river,

and this would have to be done under heavy enemy fire because anything

moving across that river in either direction was being fired at.  In their

case, the two American soldiers made the decision that they were not

going to do it. [They did not want to] risk their lives to take the two

German soldiers back across that river. On the other hand, they did not

want to disobey orders which were to take them back to be interrogated.

They solved their particular problem by just killing the two German

soldiers and dumping them in the river. So to me there's a fine line there.

On the one hand they wanted to follow orders, but in order to follow the

orders they had to jeopardize their own life, and the chances were pretty

good they wouldn't make it or at the very least would get wounded. So to

me, that's different than if they had just killed them just to be killing or

just because they didn't like the color of their hair or whatever.

Q:        There are some essential priorities there.  I'm going to get on to the

coping with the experience.  We touched upon this a little before in terms

of having seen Dachau, about whether or not there was any opportunity to

discuss what you had seen, to try to deal with it emotionally and mentally

From what you have mentioned, there wasn't too much formal opportunity

to do this.  You evidently discussed it with your buddies.
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A:         Right.  Some of these things when you think about them later on seem

so out of place when you consider the circumstances, but I remember

more vividly the conversation I had with one of my buddies who had also

gone over to the camp.  After we left Dachau and we loaded up our Army

truck that we rode in which pulled our 105 millimeter Howitzer, I noticed

he [my buddy] had a small packing case, a wooden box maybe 24"

square. I asked him where he got it and what was in the box. He told me

that going through some of the barracks in the camp where the German

soldiers lived, he came across the Commandant's quarters. He went in one

of the rooms and that room was just filled with these packing cases from

wall to wall, from floor to ceiling.  He was curious as to what it was, so he

opened up several of the cases and saw that they were all filled with

stamps. They were pages that had come out of stamp albums. Evidently,

the camp commander had accumulated these stamps from stamp

collections all over Europe during the war.  He was, evidently, a stamp

collector before the war, so he probably had at that point the finest stamp

collection in the world. So my buddy says he took one box and threw it on

the truck and was taking it with him. My brother and I both cussed him

out at that point because we were both stamp collectors. We cussed him

out on the basis of "Numb skull, why didn't you tell us about it? We could

have joined you and gone through the stamps.”   This kid knew nothing

about stamps. He took it only because he felt it had to be worth something

even though we weren't supposed to take those things. As I said, we

cussed him out on the basis that if he had just mentioned something to us,

we could at least have gone with him and picked out the best stamps. He

had a packing case there, but half of them may be not as good as most of

them that he left behind. So conversations of that type are still with me
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today and I can remember just as if it were yesterday. I remember what

my buddy looked like.  I can remember his face.

Q:        And you remember how you felt when you heard it.

A:        Right.  But now, today, you talk about something like that and you think

my God, this was going on with all the death that was there and every-

thing in Dachau and here these guys were sitting there more worried about

stamps than they were about the dead bodies.

Q:        Human nature.

A:        That's right.

Q:       Very interesting aspect.  Were you married at the time?

A:        No.

Q:       Did you share any of this particular experience at Dachau with anybody

when you returned?

A:       Yes, whenever it came up in conversations.

Q:       With your parents?

A:        My mother always said my brother and I were good letter writers, so we

wrote quite a few letters while we still were in combat and after the war

ended.

Q:        Did you write about your experience at Dachau?

A:        When we wrote about the experience at Dachau and when I wrote about

the experience about taking the Jews up to Bagdastein and how they

refused to go any further....

Q:        Do you still have those letters?

A:        Unfortunately, no.  At least, I don't think so.

Q:        If you do and you want to share them with us, let us know.

A:         I know that at least in those letters were topics for Friday night services

for the rabbi at that time in Jacksonville .  I remember my mother....
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Q:        Shared that letter.

A:         ....shared those with the rabbi, and the next Friday night service he read

the letter to the Congregation. So, as far as sharing with other people, they

got shared in that respect.

Q:        Obviously, the letters were impressive enough and descriptive enough to

warrant sharing, so the impression was there.

A:        I know when I got home a year later people still remarked about it, but

what happened to the letters I don't know.

Q:        Did you see the Holocaust  TV show?

A:        Yes.

Q:        What was your personal reaction having, perhaps, identified with it

yourself with some of your own experiences?

A:        I felt it was an excellent program. I felt that it was on the whole done

very well.

Q:        Do you think it should have been shown?

A:         I definitely feel it should have been shown.  Ever since 1946, when I got

out of the Army,  I found that the average person, when you brought up

the subject of the Holocaust, would rather not talk about it. My wife in

particular -- she really did not want to hear about it or look at the few

pictures that I took at Dachau.

           [End of tape.  Conversation continues on new tape as follows]

[She would say] "Why don't you put those pictures away?  Who wants to

look at them?"  And in particular, she wasn't too happy if I would show

them to the kids when they got old enough to understand such matters.   I

always took the attitude that people should know about these things.

There's no guarantee that the same thing won't happen again, so why not

let everybody know about it and be familiar with it.  I'll go back to my
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statement --  man's inhumanity to man.  Why shouldn't people know about

such things?

Q:        To avoid a repetition, hopefully, in the future [unintelligible].

A:         Right. Incidentally, three weeks ago I was in Germany for the first time

since I left there in April, 1946. I have a niece and nephew that live in

Germany. He's a captain in the American Army there and they're quite

active in Jewish religious affairs there.  They told me that the showing of

the Holocaust in Germany recently had a tremendous impact on the

German population, particularly with the people under the age of 40.

Q:        He's Jewish, obviously. What were his personal reactions or were there

any personal reactions from him, as a Jew, as a result of the Holocaust

showing in Germany?

A:        No.  His wife is very active in all sorts of club activities over there and....

Q:        For the Army or the community?

A:         In conjunction with the Army, and she tries to get involved also in

community affairs. She got invited to some of the German civilian

functions and discussions that were held about the Holocaust because of

the fact that she was Jewish. In other words, they invited her to come and

talk about it, rather than the other way around.

Q:        Do they feel comfortable there as Jews in Germany? I know it's his job,

but....

A:        They feel comfortable there, but they say there is still anti-Semitism

there.  They felt that from their standpoint, the reaction to most of the

Germans under the age of 40 to the television program Holocaust was a

positive reaction, a good reaction.

Q:        They were glad they were told they were wanted to help.

A:        Right. As I mentioned, that was the first time I had been back to

https://collections.ushmm.org 
Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection



Special Collections - Woodruff Library - Emory University - This Material May be Protected by Copyright Law
(Title 17 U.S. Code).

Germany.  I had been to quite a few countries in Europe since 1946, but I

never had the desire to go back to Germany because of the concentration

camp I had seen and because of what I had seen of not only the Jews that I

came across right after the war ended but [what I had seen of] other

nationalities that had been brought there to work in the factories and had

been taken away from their families. I just never had any desire to go

back to Germany, but after this number of years, I said O.K.

Q:        How did you feel once you got back there?

A:         I won't say I saw a Nazi under every tree, but....

Q:        You looked for a Nazi under every tree; you may not have seen it, but

you looked.

A:         I don't feel any hatred or anything like that, but it's still sort of a funny

feeling. Not as much after this passage of time as if I had gone there 15 or

20 years ago.

Q:        Did you enter it with a feeling of caution, with a feeling of reserve?

A:        No, not really.

Q:        How did they respond to you? Was this a vacation?

A:        Yes.

Q:        How did the German people respond to you just in general?   I know you

didn't identify yourself as Jewish as you walked down the streets, but just

their general reaction.

A:         I thought they were a lot more friendly than the French. So, based on

this trip, I thought they were generally very friendly and helpful.

Q:        You have children?

A:         Four.

Q:         Did they watch the TV Holocaust movie?

A:         Yes.
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Q:         What was their reaction? How old are they?

A:         They are grown. The oldest is 28 and the youngest is 19.

Q:        Did you talk about it at all after they saw it?  I don't know where they

live.  I don’t know if  they were with you at home or if you had occasion

to share it.

A:        We shared the reaction, but I know they were impressed by it.

Q:        Was it something...a revelation  Did they say “I didn't know?”

A:        They knew from discussions I had had with them, but I think that was

the first real visual impact.  A lot of things you can talk about, but until

you can actually see it visually....

Q:        Did your wife watch that show?

A:        Yes, she watched it.

Q:        Because we talked about her inability to look at the pictures.

A:        I think that my wife, after seeing the show, is more agreeable now to the

fact that it should be shown, that people should know about it.

Q:        It was too much for her to take at that period, but it's changed a little bit

in the meantime.  We discussed a little bit about your religious feeling at

the time that you entered the Army.  Any conscious thoughts about God

or religion while you were at Dachau?

A:         No. I've always believed in God, and, at the same time, I've always been

sort of a fatalist.  I feel that what's going to be is going to be.  In combat,

for instance, I never worried about getting killed or anything because I felt

that what's going to be is going to be.

Q:       Whether you worry about it or not it isn’t going to do any good.

A:        Right.  It wasn't going to change anything.

Q:        I have a question here, did religion have anything to do with the way you

viewed the prisoners?  You’ve given us some feeling already, but I'm
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going to let you answer it.

A:         I would have to say that being Jewish I certainly felt more of a closeness

to the prisoners.  Whether they were Jewish or not I felt a certain

closeness to them, a certain empathy toward them.  Of course, I felt even

closer to the ones I knew were Jewish.

Q:        Have you ever wondered if you would have kept your faith if you were a

prisoner? The story of the displaced persons who wouldn't ride with you

because it was Friday night gives some indication as to how that impacted

you.   How do you feel?  It's a hypothetical question.

A:        Right. Here again, you never know until you're put to the test under

certain conditions, but I feel that I would have in some manner held on to

my religion. To what extent, I really don't know. For instance, I talked to

one person here in Atlanta who was in a concentration camp.  One night

we were having a discussion about the camps,  and he didn't go into a lot

of detail about the camp itself.  But I mentioned this story that I related to

you about the Jews stopping because the Sabbath had started, and he said

as far as he was concerned they were nuts.

Q:        What camp was he in?

A:         I don't know,  but I know it wasn't Dachau. But  he looked down at any

of them that practiced Judaism in the camp in any form.  As far as he was

concerned, they were nuts.

Q:        He was a survivor?

A:        Right.  He was a survivor.

Q:        A different perspective I guess.

A:        So, I say, you never know until you're put to the test.

Q:        What are your feelings about the Nazis, in terms of forgiving them.

Let’s talk about the statute of limitations.
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A:         I don't think there should be a statute of limitations. If there's proof that

an individual did certain things at that time and they can still prove it, I

feel they should still pay the penalty.

Q:        Did this experience change your present political views concerning civil

rights, Viet Nam, Cambodia? Did you ever think about drawing an

analogy between your experience at Dachau and those situations that I

just mentioned?

A:         I feel that I would be the same person as far as my viewpoint in that

regard whether I had seen Dachau or not seen Dachau.

Q:        Do you relate the executions in Cambodia similar to what was going on

in the concentration camps?

A:        No, I look at that differently in the respect that to me Cambodia is more

political executions.  It's still human beings being inhuman, but for

completely different reasons, for example political reasons to wipe out all

the opposition to gain complete control of the country.  But I didn't look at

Germany and the Nazis and their solution to the Jewish problem as a

political matter.

Q:        That's a fine difference.

A:         Let me add that I don't justify it because it's for political reasons.  There

is no justification for it.  I don't care what the reason is.

Q:        What do you think you personally could do today or you may have done

to avoid such a reoccurrence of the Holocaust?

A:        I really haven't done all that much other than talk about it to anyone that

I was in contact with.

Q:        That’s doing it.

A:        I’m not a great one for going to rallies and things like that but going out

and making speeches is really the extent of it.
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Q:        How do you feel about the Holocaust being taught in any religious

institution, whether it be a church or a synagogue?

A:        I think it has a place. It just so happens a good friend of mine here in

Atlanta is Alex Gross, who you probably know.

Q:        I know Alex Gross.  Yes.

A:         I admire Alex for what he's doing. At the Jewish Community Center

they had a series [of programs] on the Holocaust.  I went one particular

night and the topic was did the Jews in the concentration camps

themselves and before they went to the concentration camps do anything

to help themselves or were they just the sheep that were led to the

slaughter. That was quite interesting to me; moreso because of the people

I thought were ignorant of what was going on and they were trying to

come across as real experts from ten thousand miles away.  The only

people there, I felt, who were worth listening to were several people who

were inmates in a concentration camp who got up and spoke, . But if you

are trying to decide whether they helped themselves or didn't help

themselves....

Q:        At a distance.

A:        At a distance.  Just one quick example.  One individual got up and talked

about how he was going to a very orthodox religious school in New York

during W.W.II.  He was 10 years old at the time.  He spoke of how they

knew about the concentration camps in Germany and how they went out

on the streets in New York collecting money to send to help the Jews in

the concentration camps. He thinks it's a crime that most of the Jews in

the U.S. didn't know what was going on, but the real religious Jews knew

about it.  I wouldn't call him an idiot, but [he was] an idiot in the respect

that he was 10 years old at the time. In all probability, he was out
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collecting money to send to help the Jews in Europe, not the Jews in the

concentration camps. They knew there were Jews in Europe.  They knew

they needed clothing or whatever and whatever help they could send over

there would hopefully get through to them. But as far as [knowing] what

was actually going on there, I was Jewish and I was fighting over there

and, hell, I didn't know anything about the concentration camps. There

was one woman in particular who got up and told very good reasons why

she [stayed in Hungary during the war].   They had 4 children in the

family.  She and her sister used to have to go to Jewish Youth Group

meetings secretly.  Her father actually forbade them to go to these

meetings because he said they were full of propaganda to leave Hungary.

As far as he was concerned, there was nothing to worry about. He had

heard about some of the Jews being taken to these camps to work on the

farms and everything but that they were nice camps and nothing to worry

about.  Her sister ran away from home to go to Israel, which was at that

time Palestine.  She was one step away from getting out of Europe to go

to Palestine when her father contacted the authorities and had her brought

back.

Q:        Did her sister survive?

A:         She and her sister and I think one other child survived.  Her parents

didn't. Of course, they all ended up going into the concentration camp.

And like she pointed out, they were living in Hungary.  If they had known

about the concentration camps and what was going on, her own father

certainly wouldn't have brought her sister back when she was practically

in Palestine.

Q:         It was a very well kept secret in many areas .

A:         Right.
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Q:        And not only that, but people did not want to know.  I really appreciate

your sharing this with us and it will be used appropriately. Thank you for your

time.
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