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Q. Just for our sake, if you are going to be talking about a camp, if you can
remember, as you give the testimony, say the mame of the specific ca-ngE?EEEE“'r“
ﬁg%&iﬂﬁﬂ“ﬁﬂji try to remind you .... When did you first hear about the
campa? Were thare any rumors fileering back through the lines about such
things?

A. I don't recall haaring things. We were pretty busy because we were a combat
outfic and nobody knew where they were., You knew that vour daily objective
was thus and so. Xxhmix T had wounded to look after, both ours and Cermans,
and the evactuation of the wounded after we treated them and then keeping sy
men together...the general day-to-day duties of a combat medic. in the
batallion aid statlien infantry,

Q. DHd you hear any rumors whatsoever of anjfEE;EEEties?

A. No. HNo.

Q. Nome whatsoever?! Alright, then what you expected to sec at the camp fsm't
really a relavant question. {(Interruption at door)

Q. Was there any mood of the unit as you came outside of the camp or did you just
gtumble upon it or....1'm just trving to get a gencral feel of what it was like
as you approached the camp.

A. Well, as I as the batallion surgeon, you concelve of an operation of an infantry
battallion. We would have an objective to attack. The medics bring up the
rear and pick up the wounded from the company sent into combat. I would be
"Tail End Charlie" as far as getting into ome of phese places was concerned.

I usually would hear about them from the boys who came back throught the aid
station, elther wounded, or whe came by for medicines or what not; whe had been
in the combat outfits whoe had first gone into these camps,

Q. What did you hear from thes if you can remember?

A. Well, the Auwdrif (?) one was the first one that we came to, I'm afraid thevy
never supplied Medics with maps. We were supposed to just trail behind everyon
else, =0 I didn't keep up with the maps. 1 think it was in Bavaria but I'm
not sure. In the town of Audrif 1 set up my aild statfion and I heard about this
operation that had pone muwk on outside the town, several miles outside town.
The thing that really astounded me was, and I think that they were not lving
about 1t, the people wf the town were pretty simple country folks, I don't

think they had any 1dea of what was poing on.
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Q. You honestly think they didn't know?

A. I really don't. T think it was the sase thing, thinking about it, that
we don't know what goes on down at Reldsville, unless vou happen to know
someone whao was a puard there or something. There's no wav in the world
for them to know what was going on, and as an ¢xamsple of this, when I
went into a town I was the only doctor in town so 1'd have to deliver bables
who were born to people. Lots of times we'd have a firefight and artillery
rounds and bombs had fallen into the town and a lot of ptaplni=ﬁgixi;iﬂxﬁﬂgnr'
Later I had to deliver bables and all that kind of business sinee I was the
only doctor In the countryside. But there was a girl doctor in Awdrif, a very
nice person, a dedicated doctor and she and T were working topether on some
of these problems that had come up medically because we usually had to see if
we could supply medical smaterials if they were short. So the news came back
about these things and I was giving her a hard tise about it. I said, "This is
a frightful thing." She literally didn’'t know anything about it. As an
example, I don't know whether John told vou about this or not but our
Commanding O0fficer took the burgermeister of this towm out to see this thing.
He was so upset he came home and blew his brains out, Did Jobm tell you that?

0. Yes. And we had heard it from other testifiers, What di dou hear from the
people that you were gilving her such a hard time about. Do you remesber?

A. Well, they just sald that the emaciated people and the inmates of this place,
when they heard the Americans were coming, had overpowered the guards and
killed all the guards and threw their bodies in the wells and all sorts of
things like that. They were so delighted to be free and that was about the
cxtent of fe.

Q.  Would vou remember wour date or approxismate date of arrival at Audrif?

A. I would say, in retrospect, that it was either late Febrauary or mxxky March
of "45..

. Can wou give me a description of Audrif as yau;EﬁTEEﬁ*TnEE !P?“ Hﬂ? sights,
sounds or even smells/SE Mo ShEai*ed 5o gny of the prisoners

A. Actually, it had been pretty well cleaned up before I got there. T had a lot
of medical dutisa. It was just a barbed wire enclosure with some huts around.

Q. Did you tour any of the camps or barracks or anything? As detailed a description
as possible.

i, 1 did not at Auwdrif, I did at the other ones later on.

0. At Mauthausen?

A. A Mauthavsen and Geusen(?),
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Q. If you want to could you now go into what yvou saw at each of them?

A. Well, I was thinking particularly at Geusen. See the sameé thing happened at
both of these, T was one of the first mediecal officers that pot in there but
the combat outfits had been in there prier to this and had taken owver from a
military standpoint before I ever got imte that. Geusen, which is the one which
I think these plctures were taken..,

Q. Yes, it's where these pictures were taken,

A. Was where I think most of the Immates swxe according to the information I got
from those individuals pilctures there, a Dr. Kaminsky, I think.

Q. Right.

A. TI'wo written his name back there, who I believe was either Polish or Czech.

Q. Yes, you have other polish doctors writtem on the back here,

A. He told me, he spoke good English, He said there had been an Englishman who
had been in with the grouwp and that most of the people inm there were
professors, doctors, lawyers and higher educated people who were brought into

the place and .... (both talking at once) two of the barracks.

0. TIf wou cam tell me what you saw there,

A. You can see in the plctures there that they were frame bulldings and 1 spent
most of my time around this doctor's guarters because he had a lot of medical
materials there. He had been chosen apparantly because he was a pathologlst
to make sections of the bodies that eéexesplified certain disease processes
when he did post mortems. He said that he had done about 5,000 post sortems
in the years that he had been there because he said that these people, despite
their relatively high station in life had been used as common laborers in
digging these tunnels back inte the chalk c¢liffs. They were building these
underground airplane factories, It was an underground Messerschmidt factory.
From a pathological standpoint what had happened to most of these people was
that they had pottem silicosis (7)) and silicosis is, of course, an
inflamation of the lungs caused by aspiration of the limestone chalk from these
eliffs, and when they had become debilitated to the point where their
regsistence to infection was very low, and they were obviously malnourished,
they would get TB and when they were incapable of working, the 55 would come
in and line them up and inject/3, EPET%.Pepididne tnto the heart/ERR RiYi"Hlen
right away. He said that while he had been there, in the three or four years
that he had been there he had done over 5,000 autopsies and that the Germans
had planned to have a 5§ Military Medical Aeademy where they were going to send
the men who wanted to be doctors in the 55 to this military school and this
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man's expertice was such that he had made the sections of say a liver that had
cirrosis or a lung that had been particularly diseased or a heart that had
been damaged by —————=—=- =={7} and he had =ade these sections which as I
recall from my experience at medical school and that I'wve seen at medical
mugeuns were as fine a work as I've seen anywhere and mavbe one of the
reasons this guy had pretty pood treatment was that they utilized thias.

But the buildings were neat and clean and kept in good shape im the
particular places that I went, We didn't have an awful lot of time, We were
poing very rapidly. Now I spent more time at Geusen and at Mathausen, these
were very clese topgether, they were no basic differences. I guess the two
prison camps were practically noext to each other., 1 guess the overflow [from
one took over the other.

What did you ses at Mathausen?

They were just about the sase,

You said they were relatively clean, or well kept,

R

Yes, they were. What I mean, 4 pedical laboratory would certainly be kept
clean. I think thoy'd demand that of the people who were working there.
2. Did yor see any actual prisioners thkexeR® barracks where the laborers went back
s o
A, T oid later on around Lintz. T gﬂf.ﬁ."eaf the barracks that the Cermans called
Farmenschlager (?).This iz a place where they keep foreigners, anyone who is a
foreignor and they would have these people in there and we, see the 6th Waffen
55 army wanidx with Seth Deltrick who was the head of it, they wesdd were
probably THE alite Cerman Fighting outfie, they had spearheaded the Bulge throwvoah
the Ardennes and they had surrondered to us at Lintz and we put thes in the
aame enclosures they had housed prisieners in before, the Geforelgners (7). 5o
wa made thoem clean this place up and we had a little kit of trouble getting them
ta, these 55 soldiers, they thought they were something and we put them to work
the zame way they put the prisioners to work. They didn't like f& much. OF
course we didn't go around shooting any of them or blowing their heads off. We
didr't find 1t was necessary, but sometimes we had to have some other methadology
to get some work out of them.
. I hate to sound grusome or anything but thizs Is just because we're trying to
double check our historical data. In any of the camps, I can't remesber where
Mr. Daker said his pictures were from, possibly, possibly Audrif, DBid gou ever
seg any open pits where they had just dumped bodies, any gas chambers, any of

the barracks you had seen, any type of those things.
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I vaguoly rexsexk recall being told that thiz was where they had cremated some of
the bodies but T didan't soe awﬁfﬂﬂgm things. Of course Auschwitz and Dachauw
and all the rest of these places....John went on to Dachau later xmd as I think
he told you.

Yog.

Well, of course that's been much more publicized. It was much bigger. These
ones were ame on a/small scale compared to the others.

What did the prisopers do when they saw you...this doctor and his friends or any
of them at Awdrif. Were they, do you think, over the elstion of liberation by
the time you moved up?

Wall, they wers of course relioved to be freed but I don"t think they had too
hard a time. As I say, they were working in a capacity that they were doing work
that the Germans wanted done so therefore I I'magine they were treated a litctle
bit better than the other ones were.

pid you talk to any of the laborers or did vou mainly just talke to these
doctors who were workineg in ehe. ...

well, of course, I didn't speak Polish. I could speak Cerman and French . And
thiz, the, he and I communicated in Sermam English and German and French rather
than having to Jdopomnd on Polish which I didn't understand. I learncd how to say
"yakshemazh® (7) and then they'd say,. "Dobshedobshe” but that was about the
extent of ay Polish.

pid you have any specific orders concerning the treatment of any survévors

that you came in contact with?

No. HBecause that wasn't within my scope. I wasn't there as a doctor. I was
there to look after our troops.

Do you know what happened to sammxefxrhexdectars this doctor or some of the
laborers at the canp? Were they allowed to go free? Were they processed in
gome form?

I don't have any idea. T don't have any idea. In retrospect I, what happencd
to ug...they gquéckly found duties for us to perform in our capacity a=
cccupation troops because the Russians were rifht next door, the Czechs were
right néxt door...all with Comsunizt troops within spitting distance of ups

That's all right. pid the condition of any of the people you saw, you know you

hawve a picture here of,

Yeag, they were emaciated.
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Qu..Emaciated man. Was he one of the worst off?

A. I thought he was a pretty good example of how scrawny and scraggly they were but
I mean, he wasn't dying on his feet.

Q. Did you see any people who fit that description?

A. They all looked about like that,

O, Bid it make f& AiFficult for you teo think of them as humans after youw had seen
the kind of condition they were in because of thelr work?

A. Well, not really, but for combat troops who have been through combat and have
soon , for months and years, your friends, the guys you're soldiering with
dead and dying and blown to pleces, you are Ixxaae inured to human suffering fo
a great extend. If gou didn'e gou'd have gone besork. So that I'm sure that
we as combat troops were a lot less affected than you would be or the average
citizen would be who has pover been through any foolishness like that. T mean
combat iz an experience that no human being should éver have to go through. IE'
& dehusanizing experience. You're an animal/ You have literally regressed to the

= animal state and the facek that these people were poor unfortunates was tough
but you didn"t get wrapped up in politics much.

¢. Yes, we've come across that bak.some people did say they saw It as different
from combat bocause these people weren't allowsd to fight back and they were
zubjugated and these things but then other people say, like you did, that after
seeing so much that stumbling onto the camp really wasn't gaing to shock you to
pour boots after secing everything youw had ssen fn the service.

A. You Enow it was tough and you knew it was Frightful but you, as I say, in
retrospect, 1Ff I came upon 1t today 1 would certainly disgust me and upset me
a lot more than it did at the time.

0. Were there any guards left. You had hinted at thiz earlier, when you reached
the capp..efther Mauthausen or Awdirf, . if you can be specific?

A. Most of the guards had been done away with pretty well. Beat to death.

. Thiz iz at Audrif or...?

A. Both places. All places. Some had managed to cscape but those who had 1ingered
and those who had been grabbed hold of, I never saw them, except in the bodies.

. So there weren't really that many walking apound then but you had mentioned that
pou had some 55, or that they were.....

]

The Waffen 55 in contradistinction to the 55, who were in charge of the camps

#5 were different, supposedly a different beeed of cat. I understand that there is
less and less dis€inction made the more and more Iz known about it but combat
troops are combat troops and I saw all kinds of combat troops do all kinds of things
that wouldn'et be acceptable to discuss at your dinipg room table. I mean one of

my medics who was ..should never have been in the medics..in the first place he
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was a forty year old man, which seemed 1ike a real old man at that ti=e to mo,
well he was an aid man and he had a red cross on his forehead and a sniper had
shot him right through the red cross. That did not happen such but it did
happen this time. And the individual who we thought was the sniper came out and
surrendered when his am=o gave out. Well, he was dons away with on the spot
and we didn't take any prisopers for about three days afterward because the
whole outfit was upset about htis boy being shot when wo honored their medics.
Our medics worked together a lot of times In close fighting, we'd work right
along with them.

g. Were there any orders different concerning the treatment of the Waffen 55 versus
the regular Warmache? Were they under any tighter security or anything like that?

A. Yes. They were. Az I =zay, we put the Waffon 55 in the same type kazan (7) that
these people wore Iin, with the charged barbed wire and everything else.

0. How did gour superiors or your fellow servicemen treat these Waffen 55 that were
Iin the camp, I m&af..ss

A. American troops did not perpetrate any cruelty against helpless individuals. T
mean, if they were shooting at vou we would do away with them, I would say, under
ordinary circumatances as best we could but no one would be cowardly enough in
a combat ouwetfit to do that.

0. wWhat were your own behavorial feelings aboutwhat kmim kind of people could do
thiz. How could you rationalize wesr how someone could knowingly reduce a man
to the stste that this guy was in, or, you mentiened that your doctor did 5,000
autopzies while he was there.

O. Mow did you ratfonalfze how someone cowld do that?

A. I didn't try to rationalize it. T knﬂv}'ﬁﬂﬂwrﬁ Fighting and T know what had
gone on apparently. I had read enough because this was common knowledge from
way back when before we ever went into the was that they weredoing frightful
things to the Jews and a lot of other people and the Catholics and the literart
and the Kateen Forrest thing at the time was, of course, that was perpetrated
by the Russians but the Russiang initially blamed it on the Nazis.

9. They blamod the Nazis for almost anything.

A. It was the pot calling the kettle black.

0. 5o, did you just avtomatically consider them as something other &han human or
ather than American persons..

A. Do you mean the 557

Q. Yas.

A. wWell, I:11 tell you one of the Ffunny things that happencd, thowgh, that made me
have a different feeling about the Waffen 55. I came to the gate of this place,
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2. Awndrif or Magkhausen?

A. No, No. This was in Lintz In the Kazan in which we put the 6th Waffen 55. We
had thes in soveral. T mean thore was & whale floek of them. And I went into
this place and this young Oberleutnant who was about the same rank ag T met mo
at the deor in a very smart milftary salute and he zaid, "Captain, I've been
assigned to ke your guide here at our casp."” And I zaid, "Well, thanks wvery
moch but I think I can get along alright but I would like to know whore you
learned to speak American.” And he said, "Well, I was an exchange student at
St. James school in Maryland. And T knew a lot of people who had gone there
and a lot of the prep school teachers who had saught se I knew had gone to
thiz school and I said, "How did you like Lukie Fleming who taught you French
thaera?" And he said, "Well he coertainly was alittle xyxyxfdity dirty name®
and I agread with him and be and I chattedabout thiz and he was juse like an
Amarican kid. He had been over here for &wo or three bears in Prep school
and he had gone back and gotten into the 55. He had been woudded nine times
on the Russian front. He had been real clean cut, had all sorts of decorations
and his 7 or § wowimx wounds stripes in which he had been shot teo pieces soveral
times. And one soldier admires another who did a good job. Now, and for the
most part except Ffor the Maumadie (7) massacre and things like that that are
blown up teriffically and I think If things were known that any arsy has things
like that happen. Another persen that I ran inte there, thés guy was as sick
as a cat, I went into his place and these boys told me there's a sick officer
in here and I went in to see him. Ne waz a 3 year old lieutenant general.

@. In the 557

A. In the 55. The Waffen 55. Wwhich is phenominal for soseone to be that rank at
that age. And I went in and he had shaking chills and about 106 degres fever
and between his chattering teeth he told me tﬁdhﬁl'{hﬂhﬁgl%f that's whero

they, when Hitler at the battle of Stalin grad, I watched it on "The Big Battles"
the ather night. Hitler had aplit hiz army. The war would have boen very
different £F Hitler had let his Wermacht officers run it. And had sent htis
group down into the Crimea to take the Plumetze (7) 0il Fields and everything
else and at the Battle of Sewvestophle (?) this man had been In command of ong
of the big cutfits that had gone into there. Well down in the Crimea, of course,
that's tropics and he had caught Malaria down there. So, from his description
of this thing he, I felt that this was probably what he had and when I asked
him he said he had had Malaria and thee had po druogs 20 T went back to my aid
2tation and found..when we lafe for combat we had no idea where we wers going..
to the Pacific or the Atlantic so I took fwo dreg cheses along, ome for one and
one for the other and of course, I had no use for the malarial drggs so I had
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an antimalaria drug and gave it to him and of course, that controlled his

malaria and he was very grateful. In fact he gave me all of his medals because

he zaid a lot of the boys had come arcund and taken all the medals away from

thom. ,we had a lot of American troops there. And he would like me to have them
gince I had helped him. wWhich was a very human gesture I thought.

Do you think you would have felt differencly toward him if you had known that

they had been In charge of some of these camps per se?

As I =ay, the Waffen 55 had nothing to do with camps. They were an elite military
outfit. WVery different. I've got a lot of books on that if you want to read some
of them sometime. There's a good....T don't have it here, it's at home, but it's
a bigxpicture book on the 55. It's a big picture thing, and it's fascinating the
way they wauid were all cutting one another's throats at the tep. FSee, the 55
started out as the SA..

Right, the Brown Shirts under Hitler.

That was Himmler's eutfit. Then Himmler branched off from that knd started the
55 as his own little group and he won and they did away with the SA because they
were really a bunch of street bums. And he made of this cutfit, he wtilized some
of the ones to do guard duty in these places for the type guy that would do guard
duty in a camp where he iz, his psychopatic type personality suits him to do the
fFrightful things they did, would be no good in the most part as a conbat officer.
Right. And it's the ones in the camps that we're most concerned about, like the
death’'s head units and things.

The Death's head unit was not relegated to the camps. They were the Waffen 55.
Getting back to some of our questions here, did you see any German civilians aroun
the campsd

N,

Not even at. dcdrif other than the....

No. T don't believe they were permitted around the camps.

They weren't told to tour the camps or help ClBAR. waana-ccssssssnnns German
civilians?

oh, you mean our outfitd

Yo .

wWe usually used, well, as I said, I didn't see this. I did not see it. We made
the 55 tropps clean up the camp .

How did they react havipy to clean up?

They didn't like it worth a damn. In fact, I ram into one Major 55 who was a very
hard looking character and I was responsible, of course, for the health of these
people. And the kitchen was filthy, wax which was contrary to
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{Garman phrase?) which the Germans, cverything must be spit and

palish. So I would come by there and run an inspection on their mess and it
just looked like the devil and so the Major in charge would show me arcund.
Three days in a row I told him what to do and he wouldn't do it anything so

I went down the rowd where there was a roadblock where the Russians weres

and I struck up a friendship with one of these little Russian lievtenants and
we had swapped zome things that we had...I think T had a Mickey Mouse watch or
something and he bhave me some sort of things that he had and we becase sort of
friends. He could speak a little German and so could I. So I teld hia I
wanted him to do me a favor. Adn so I went down and marched throught the camp
with this liecele Russdan lieutanant and told him to take the Major and march him
through the camp and out the door and he fjust ook him down the way and put him
another place. T mean he didn't take him down and blow his head off or anything
but it was most effective. The next mornlng I came back and you could use all
these pots for mirrors. They didn't want to be put in the hands of the Russkies
in ather words.

0. After seeing the camp, thiz may be sort of a wrong gquestion, did you feel that
any of the people, the Mafors, the ones that..other than the Waffen that you
may have come upon or any civillans, do you think they had any responsibility
or like that girl,.you said they really don't think they knew what was going on.
Especially if Audriff was outside of a town.

A. I didnot feel and I don't think I was overly sympathetic with anybody over there,
that the people actually knew. T don't think that they knew the extent of what
went on. Now I'm not saying that some of them mightn't have known but I don't think
that the average guy who IFf he found out about a thing like this would want
his kids o know about & because it was shameful and they have great pride in
thoir background and milftary ability. In their ability as hard workers, and
it just was contrary to what I feel anybody who hag the basic tenants of being
a good citizen, and a ok of them were ¥ery fine citizens, would do or would put
up with.

0. Did anybody have any, you know, in the wunit, like ask to be relieved or be
overcome by what they saw at some of these camps at Audrif or Mathausen, you
know coming upon thepeople. Everybody was pretty much hardened?

A. Combat infantry outfits, as I say, they're pretty tough characters. /i
have survived combat and they weren’t gshaken by it.

0. Do you think the chaplain had a more active role at this time. After combat and
then still seeing some of these atrocities?

A. MNo. Chaplains looked after the dead. I don't think the chaplains had much affoct
an them.

anes who
XN
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Hew did some of your supsriors react, coming from these camps where evidently
these people had been starved en masse and as pou had sentioned, had labored to
the point whers they were so woak they would catch any disease. Did they

react different from the rank and file?

No I don't think so. Again, they had duties to perform which were all
occupying and they might have expressed opinions about thizs thing but it =made
us all feel that what we were dofing was certainly right and justified but ft
didn't make us want te fo the same thing to anybody else because Americans

Just couldn't feel that way.

bid you tell angbody about the camps? Did you write letters home ﬂ‘ﬂmtﬁgﬂgm
pREEEEEST L BeERsp S PR %k in the states@bout what you had seen?

I could tell From the magazines that we got that It waz being very well done over
there, back in the states. The trouble with the pictures that I took, I just
wish I had taken thousands more now because it became so much a matter of daily
course that gou weren't® shaken by it. You weren't too such impressed with it
as being anything different that what you had been through.

Pid you feel chat it was important that the people, vou know gour wife and
children and relatives or whatever, didxya that they know that such things as
thege camps existed? Was it important to you to let them know that they were
there, you know, for any reason?

Ko, az I zaid, that was all over the papers, all over the magazines, all over
the movies, the news and what not so, funny I teld about it as a matéer of my
having been aware of it and having been the doctor in & few of these places
where I had seen these tings happen.

pid you watch the "Holocaust” Tv show when it was on by any chance?

Um hum.

What was your reaction? To that and to some of the things you had seen?

Well, it was pretty much, of course, with 35 years having interceded, it
certainly shock me a lot more thah it would have at the time. It recalled

what I had seen. OF course the scenes of the actual killings and that sorc

of thimy business would shake anybody Ffor God's sake...women and children and
old men. It was awful.

Do you think there's anything people can learn from this? Do you think it should
ba taught in classes and things like that?

The thing that is disillusioning to me is, that the poeple who were fighting in
the last war are now araw our allies,

In terms of West Germanyg?

wWell, in terms of West Germand and Japan. Contrare the Ruszians who were our

allies in the last war. So that it's such a melange that you've got to change
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gour concept of things so that I feel that the Holocaust being repsatedly
ropoated let's say, is not dolng cur relations of our peaple much good when we
are going to, iFf we have to go to war, God forbid, we're going to have to be
depending on the children of the people who perpetrated some of these fhightrful
things.

2. So then you still sometises hold a grudge agafinst, I don't know if that's the
right way t0....

A. I think that it's something that althowvsh it's abvicus that It's not going to be
forgotten, it's the horrors of war again and when you think of what happened in
our bombings of the big cities, my brother was a pilot, a bomber, and when I
haard the stories of 50,000 people being cooked in Hamburg in one night froma
raid and, of course, all this stulf they bring up about &he JAPINEST ...
The Japanese fire things were even worse.

A. Hiroshims and burning Tokyo. I don't Eke to quote this ape Sherman but
War iz Hell. He was certainly right and it's & frase of mind that the combat
soldier has to geot fnto. ITt's a frame of mind that I know you don't want me
philosophysizing on your tape.

0. Lat me juse change it over while we're om......

okay, go ahead, you were saying about the frame of mind that....

A. Thar a man, to be convinoced that he has to put his life on the lincfor his
friends, for his family, when he iz going to fight with the people who did
great harm to and probably were the reason for some of shi his friends having
been killed is a peculdar state but it's a state that has gone on from the
boginning of history.

0. Juat the switching of sides...

A. Switching of sides. It's all political. And if you look at it from the geo-
political standpoint it's understandable from a historical standpoint but the
conclusion that everybody always reaches is that war doesn't accomplish
anything . So that the idea and ideal of something like the United Kationa
is great but what's happened to the United Nations? The United Nations, at
it's inception, became a Communist tool and it is a Communist tool now.

. Don't you feel that liberating some of these pesople that vou took pictures
of made your experiences wobth something? That wou freed them from the
atrocities that another people were cosmitting upon them?

A. I didn't feel personally responsible for any of theis. I thought it was great.
You read about it and, all you had to read was "War and Remembrance®™ which I'm
sure you've read. The elation of these people was obviocus and easy to
understand. Well, the elation of the combat troops when the war was over
was fine because all through combat you didn't know from one minute to the
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next whether you were going to be blown o smithereens or not. And when Ehat’
& gone on for a long time gou have a feeling in the pit of pour stomach that is
Juse with you 24 hours a day. Tt's touwgh. You become used to it to a degros
but when the thing over there was over, of course, I was on my may to make the
asgault on Japan after that. Dot when that ended T was in mid ocean on the
way back home. I was on the way ostensibkly to Japan but we turned arcwend and
came back home. That's certainly a human feeling that anyone can understand-
You feel that , as John there told wou, we liberated owver I10.000 British,
Scottizh and American troops who had been fncarcerkted for as long as 5 years.

I didn"t sean to....0"m sure you're not fnterested In s philosephy.

2. I'm Finding it all interesting but there are certain things that I've got to
get covered somewhere along the way here. Did you consider yourself a
religious person at the time you were involwved with the liberation of these
camps or the cleaning up,; or whatever you want to call it?

A. I've always considered syself a individval who was brought up in a religious
atmosphere, who attended church, who went to a church school. I think, like
s0 many people at college and at medical school you let ghings sort of lapse.

2. Slide.

A. And you, but I did not attend a lot of church sercices there but I've always
said my prayers and felt a nearpess to GCod and a faith and I've had a lot
of mixed fealings about a lot of things but Igﬁnﬁfﬁﬁiiéﬁ much from
having religious feelings.

2. Did you have any doubts about God or religion after seeing seme of these
camps or horrors about how such a higher being who you put so much trust in
could let something like that happen or did you consider it a matter of the
course of war.

A. That never had anything to do with..I mover let that enter the picture becauso
wars have always becn and always will be I''m afraid. T hope against hope
that we'kl setop having them someday but I don't think that we will and all
through history, religious history and otherwise , there have always been
Frightful things perpetrated and T would like to feel that religions,
particulariy like the Presbyterian, who feel that everything is foreordained
and whatnot is great. I think ft's great to feel that way but there's so many
things that you can't explain that Exdemtt I''ve never tried to delwve too
deeply into It as far as sy personal feeling about war and the horrors of it.

2. Does religion have any affect on your attitude towards forgiving the Nazis?

A. I don't think that I ever forcave the Nazis as such for the frightful things
that they perpetrated.

@. When you say frightful things they perpetrated do you mean things specific to
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combat or, could you just exparnd on that a I1iecele?

A. No. Combat was no different Fighting against the Nazi or Fighting against
the Kermacht.

0. What do you mean by the FEigheful things that they perpetrated?

A, Well, I think the ourder camps and the gassings and taking men, women and
children, helpless, hopeless people and destroying l1ife when all that makes
life iz, from a medical standpoint certainly, is & pysterious marvelous
miracle and the human intellect and the human brain iz o complex and =o
beautifully constructed that there's never been anything to resembde It and
to degtroy it willy-nilly, there's got to be something wrong with the kind
af people who would set out on a tract like this and the fact that there
ware poople who cowld be subverted, I feel, inte doing these things iz a
shaking realization that you coms to.

. So you basically never really forgave them for that reason.

Mo. Not the people like that.

. It's really quite understandable. Did you think your experience, and you
mentioned a lietle bit about this in your phileoschhy, change any of your
political views? DPid you become more liberal or more conservative as far

az your expericnces in the war and in relation to the camps went? Thats
kind af a broad gquestion.

A. Well, Fxwenidxzawx I've always been a fairly conservative individueal and
I dan't think that that would have any significant influence uvpon =y
palitical feelings because T look at politics in terms of the precept that
& man, woman, person should have great feeelings of personal responsibility
which would prevent him from doing the kingd of things that...

@. You have to draw the line somewhore bﬂhﬂnﬁgtaﬂfa'%?&nt wamted
him to do.

A. I would think so.

F. Did you consider this, the information that you found afterwards azs a
primarily a Jewish persdcution , did this change gpour atéltude towards
the Jews ar did pou Juse ses I+ a8 a geporal persecubion. .you listed that
most of these people here were polish and the Russians and the Crech..Did
you See any particular greup singled cue?

A. Well, of course I knew that the Jewish people had been the center for Hitler's
focus for ill Ffeelinmgs just the way anybody in politica tries to focus the
foalings of his people whoe are being really degraded by a low political mind
who is running, something like the Russians. Now the Russians attacked
Afghanistan because of so many things within their own country.

3 . That's gone bad.
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A. That are going bad and they can concentrate on this and get them away from
that so I think that that is the answer as faras...

2. So really, it's a ecapogoating type of thing?

A. But I have Jewish background. My great=grandfather was Jewish and they,
Frve always Felt, had F've always had sany, sany Jewiszh friends. And T
didn't at the tims thae this went on, I knew that thizs had gone on but
as I say, most of my axp&rfunw}ﬁﬁ':h those camps where the people who wers
being persecuted were not Jewish.

0. More political, professional type? Okay, there's one other thing I want to
pick up on, You mentioned that “"Nolocaust™ struck you a lot harder after
35 years. Do you think being removed from the combat situatfon, pou ok,
day-to-day having not to worry about your own survival sade you more
sensitive & during vour life afterwards to what happened?

A. Very definitely so. You change completely, I hope, from being & cosplete
animal, which you are. For instance, I came back and I was working for a
doctor in Savannah while I had my 30 days leave and I was sitting in she
window of hiz office. It waz a hot, Avgust day and the windows were open,
before alr-condl tloning. And there waz a Filling station across the street
whare they were deing sechanical work and what not and I was interviewing
this individuval whom I had grown up with who had, I think goofed off during
the war and was nok, I think he had been in the gervice for about 51 x
weeks and then sald he was nervous and was now trying to get on a pension
from the government. About this time this man had a little riveting gun
over behind and thisz thing went off brrr=-brer=-brrr. It sounded just
exactly like a Corman machine gun. T hie the Floor in this office and this

quy looked at me sndxxxidx as IFf, "what's goimy on with you?” "Who's attending
who?® You'd hear a teriffic thunder storm and it'd make you real shaky.
because it sounded =o such like artillery.

&, But all that dizsapated and...

A, It does. And you've had bad dreams about things but they gradeally go away.

g. Okay, I'm at the end of my questions. If there's any other thouvghts you've
had from these or anything else you'd Iike to add I''ve got plenty of tapo.
If there's any other thing you'd like to say something about now's the time.

A. I'm afraid I haven't been very helpful because I haven't had a lot of new
ideas about these things.

Q. Any kind of information. We don't have any information thatl know of on
this camp "Guzen® and basically we're trying to find information. If there's
anything that you can resember about that camp. Any bufldings that gou saw,

any people that you talked to, you know, something you may think is unimportant
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