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OF TAPE OF H.G. TURER

Intervicwer: 5. Shaye — L
Transcrdber: Sue Fpoteln Vg bacity aocdibidic

let's see now, your full reme?

I'm Hayden G. Tumer.

And your address?

59 Wilkshire (?) Dr., Avondale Estates, Ga. 30002

And your date of blrth?

8 Nov. 1916

And what was your age abt the tlme of liberation of the campe?

Well, I would haw been 29 approximately. 1 would be 29 that year.

What was youwr profession at the beginning of the war?

I had been a zkwdemk school teacher and school adnindstrator before Uncle Sam

needed ancther private.

And your present occupation?

I'm a petired teacher and also retired from the arey reserve, cwrrently working

as & life Insurence and aceldent and health insurance salesman.

Did you not say that you put in for a second tour In Korea at the request of

Well, I was called back to actlive duty. I had bteen In the reserve after the end of the
secardd war-After I was relessed from the service I was released Into the reserves .
At the time of the warwing o of hostilitles over there In Korea a mmber of uswho were
reservists were called up to active duty (bt T dldn't want to god?

Whatwas yvour military unit during Wi II?

At the time of the liberation of the camps there I was serving as commanding officer
of the 3th Special Serviecs Company, with the 20th corps of Patton's 3rd ammy.

What was the responsibility of that corps?

well, the 20th corps was the tank corps of Patton's army and had, in the Initial
breakthrough, been the lead corps of armour that led through and broke through out
the peninsula Into France proper and then as the war progressed

there were times when other corps that were In Patton's army were used.in a varlety of
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ways but we were still the strike force cut in fromt usually and whatever else was
later to follow. I had a speclal service company which was an interesting
creation for the purpose of providing just those things for people when they pulled
out of combat temporarily..........ready to go back in again.
What was yowr rank at the time of liberation?
I was a Captain.
Which camp did you liberate?
I was not In a liberating wnit per se, I was made aware of the fact that a camp..
as I recall ealled Bucherwald was liberated and that I had aleep driver at that time
from Merphls, Ternessee, Aaron Welszs, who was very Interested from the standpoint that
he spoke Yiddish and he thought he'd like to ¢come in to find out what he could.
temporarlly very close by
and Just gettin gin there and seeing what had transplred if we can.
How scon or how long after the liberation did the two of you enter the camp?
we were in within U8 howrs. I don't recall Just precisely whother it was within @4
hours cr 48 hours
sometime near when the sun went down,
The Jeep driver, was he Jewlsh?
he spolke Yiddish.
And you first hear d about the camps through him?
Well, we had been reading in "Stars and Stripes" and hearing reports that these
things were being discovered and were being taken over by Amerlesn trocps. By these
things I mean the concentration camps. In this particular cade we went in to see thils
one because This was one of the ones where may of the immates were still there, Some
of the most horrible business . Those that were In a state
of were atill there at the time and still
themselves up in the bulldings where the pecple had done

What did you expect to see there?
Well; quite honestly, I had seen some photographs of that, of the first ones that

Spedal Colledtions - Wbodraff Lbrary - Bmony University This gtenal baybe Protected by Copyight Law (Tide 17 LS. Cade).



https://collections.ushmm.org
Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection

wehad gone Inte and were wondering i we would see the same emaciated people
dressed in the wd forms with the striped cotton

set of clothes
Q. HNow, was &hx 1t just the two gl you who went Into the eamp?
A. As I recall, there were only two of us.

Q. Do you recall what the mood of the two of you was? At the time vou went into

the camp?
A. We were, I thirk, horrorstruck the things we began to see
e  Wasz any didferent from your friends?

A. Well, covlously I couldn't Justifyably say what his mood wase He and T first went
through some of the bulldings where the people were required to stay and were told
that..by a man who had been an inmate there who

He spoke Engllsh with falr fluency and he was acting as & tour pulde shall we S5y .
He took us 1nto some of these barracks bulldings, and of course all of them were
in & sense the same structure, wooden
of his country,
Framework there and he was telling us that peopled hds family and friends
and obher of the CETRS
were not a2 orowded and the setups were more

were corcernsd
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