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INTERVIEWER: LILLY SINGER
DATE : AUGUST &, 1981
CAMP Dachau
TRANSCRIBER: RUTH SCHEIMBERG, MOVEMBER 3, 1981

LILLY SIKGER (Q) ....today is August 6, 1931,_1:'171 at Butgers University, inter-

viewing Dr. William Weinberg, whose address is 304 Grant Ave., Highland Park, H.J.
08904, Dr. Weinberg was born March 2nd, 1921, and was 24 vears of age at the time

of liberation. After college, he went into the Army; at that time he graduated
planning to be an elementary schoolteacher, possibly staying on a farm on which he
grew up. He is presently a professor of industrial relations, and he is the depart-
ment chairman at the 8chool of Institute of Management and Labor Relations at Rutgers
Tniversity. He was in the Third Division of 50th Infantry Regiment, Company B, amd

at the time of liberation, he was a private. He is involved in two experiences, both
in Alsace, one WAS A CAMp NEAr ﬁgzaﬂfﬁﬁpelling?}: the other one was a factory south
of STrassburg, callad:mi Etnfmmﬂ(:p?lllng?}: there were two more, which we
will mention later.

there
A In the Rhine Valley it was the east side of the Rhine River, crossed /[ near

Iﬁﬂgzngiupelling?]...l don't know the name of the town there, in fact I was trying to
look it up...I had somebody's zerox of our division's history... I have an idea where
it is, but I will have the name of the town. And then I was at Dachau...I GUESS THE
day it was liberated, or perhaps the day after.

0 Well, now that is wery interesting.

A Well, T really...(unintelligible sounds hereld...

didn't stay there long, but the third one I mentioned, the one in the Rhine Valley

was one that I liberated all by myself.

0 Oh tell me about that, that sounds wvery good.
A vesas WMy stery, but I was in an Infantry outfit, we crossed the Rhine I guess toward
the end of March ... I could probably dig the date ocut...

i} March, 1943.

A March, 1945, and it was either March, probably March 27th ... we crossed on the 26th
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the wery next day.
Could we possibly have a copy of this? Do you think?
Yes, it shows where the division was, and it was somewhere in here, between Lampert-
heim and Wuttenfeld, I gmess, somewhere in there. I was a scout +hﬂ-ﬂ and another
fellow and I, after crossed the Rhine River, we went down this way , south, to cross
to the east bank of the Rhine River, and south to contact another American outfit
that had crossed here.
Okay.
What had happened was that the outfit we were looking for - apparently didn't get wvery
far inland, then we found we had gotten about 5 miles behind the German line. And
so it was a stressful evening, because we went ... tried to get back through the
German line.Rremy
You were cut off MFF Fr:?—f—ﬂ“#ﬂ,—'

Lt A
Yes, so that we spent of the night trying to get back, and eventually we
realized we had reached an area, that we were just going around the Germans..

the Americans were right here, We& were |vgfprobably behind the lines. And

comeback, it was not a matter of people hoelding hands and forming a lime specific
el L

line off a huge MMI: between armed forces, and heawsd—ef a house that had

lots of wine, and so stuck my shirt full of wine bottles on the assumption I may as

well drown if I was going to die. I found a box of cigars ... at that time I was a

cigar smoker, you know, and T had a pretty good sense of maps and I had seen the map

of the area the day before when I set out on the scouting ﬁﬁP‘I dihion

How many were you?

Just two. O4ui.

Oh, I was visualizing...

Just two of us. MNo, it was a contact patrol... that's what it was. Scouting

expedition. So, when we came back we found traces of where my company had been.

There were some German bodies ‘im shil! were. going in that directionm

in fact, they had run inte a bicycle MEESKKNIKEXXENHE reconnaisance troop of Germans
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A of Germans and they had abandoned their bicycles, so we picked out bieycles and
drove down the road to try to catch up with the ouwtfit.

e
Q That would have been your own iw*t

13
A My own fk‘ﬁ‘ «Well, we found some guys who were wounded and who were telling us
4‘"‘“&‘!"{ that they were a couple of miles up ahead, and there was no civilian arcunds
G G

us, 50 it was a sure sign there was o fighting - people were still hiding in the
houses. And we came to am open field and we came upon barracks surrounded by barbed

wire and it was very similar to what I had seenm in Alsace...A Ghermak....

0 Give me a fine reference... this is March, 1945, and-8hermabk-woanld-have-been-Becaber-ar-
mavember-—af L0454 -
A And Chermak would have been October or November, probably of 1944.
0 Thanks.
warned b be the Sore. model dog rons
A Egéa-u:!r'i:‘hing you say—<%_ of those barracks buildings and watch tower 1 .
T eatac
g0 it was a prison.
A
g And fenced in?
A Yes, fenced in. Yes.

What type of fence? BArbed wire? Electrified?

= a3

Well, I can't remember if it was electrified, I think it was but I am not sure.

But there were lavers of wire with a dog Wm&:. and there was much barbed wive.

And there were watch towers, I think on all four cormers, so ... or there may have been
a wateh tower only in one corner. I am guessing, but there must have been ob....

maybe 15 buildings, maybe 20. Low barracks. And my companion was about 18 or 19 vrs
old, and we did things togeter, we were home bodies, we would do things together....

: o ) fot hale
L :E'. A A ‘hdt? I had complete confidemece in his cauvtion and abilicy as a soldier, and he

buyld i,
was nervous about going in ... getting close to the M

(unintelligible sounds herel ... :
( Prvate Ehene Cmversation )

an interruption ensves with family here... (Juday, car, arrangements etc)
A (by way of explanation: ) I have three daughters and one is in Kansas, and she
has luggage, and she wants ride and the other one is here se she is chauffering every-
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A ..and the third one has a party and she has to leave....

0 The problem of getting three daughters to one place...ckay.
How that was daytime...driving...

A .0Oh this was bright daylight ... it was a very clear day... what happened was I felt
there snmgﬁtisk involved and there .... it could have been an army barracks or some
thing or someone with troops in there, generally there were 55 men involved in these

camps....at least with our experience at Chermak. factory

people of that sort and I felt that if there were prisoners in there who ought
to be told that they were free, so I 'ﬁ:ﬂht it was kind of dumb at the time to risk my
1ife, just knock on the deer an% tell people it was over, but I thought that they could
be starving to death for day:f:;g;itﬁ to leave. So, he covered me, he stayed in a

ditch and I guess it was+f¢r morale purpeoses than for actual help, because

gshoot at me, but I felt he at least ought to at least be protected, 1 was

willing to take the risk. S¢ I went to the maln gate, and as I recall it was closed but
not locked. It was a big barbed wire gate, rather large, about the size of that wall
I would say. And I remember being very concerned about the dogs.... I had a paratrooper
carbine of that kind, it was a pistol (EEEEE_T] in it... it had 15 shots in it, and I
just realized there wouldn't be 15 dogs there, and T wasn't sure what it would take to
kill a dog, but there were no dogs. I guess it was about that wide between the double
fences, and I was really having trouble with the other gate when.... .... I was really
Thad et ceu - Has

concerned with the very errh!thrﬁttllngthqmua; people. . 1t didn't seem like an
abandoned place, there was no one visible, though, and I was afrald to go closer to the
barracks, and I stood there and shouted in German - that if anyone was there, they
had better come out with their hands up.

Q Do you speak German?

A Well, I knew Yiddish, and better at that time than now, but I had been studying German..

from the Army newspaper that would come out...

Q Anyway you could certainly make yourself understood, -ﬂﬂffi‘
-'hl-"l""d'a' b u-ir;ﬂl
A Yes, we had more one-liners there than..ﬁ?ﬂ'*"ﬁ 1 would memorize those phrases and
elay te Ao |

keep them in my watch pocket...there was nothing F-eould-wser I learned a kind of
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A a kind of _[n 525, German___ o), H-.,: t;:h I think there were about three

g -
and_they—warned-of-prison gmardse—________ef—trovsers—am—p  __ thev came
viry ﬁuin..tl
sod—theese men, gas I recall I think there were about three who came out,Jand

Lo
they wore the prisoner garb, I was f-r&gh%—at_ﬁum, trousers, and they came out and

stood in front of the buildimg. I motioned for them to come, and they obviously Ewoaght
and were afraid, and they came closer to me, and they stood about 10 or 15 feet away

sl
but I just would not go wp closer to them. As an ? soldier, I was not moving up

to them...or they would move to meé. I wanted them to come closer to me = to see If
wat
there were any weapons, etc, and it was wvery open space and I didn't _get out toe far
asked «f Hare were @y & olders @roond
in the open space. So they came closer to me =it there were
Qe Hhiny Sawl tHay duln 'y Brew . bnd Tsadl are Heo '
soldiers in the building ;m =====and then they asked me if I were Russian.

I said no T was American. And they mﬂnmﬂthe h 'Pl
- ¥y shouted..... and they were Fales
atee Eastern Europeans, they were as a group, I think they were entirely Slavic, and
they shouted and a couple of more men came out, and then immediately cthere was an
battte of wint Haf I had

outporing of men women and children coming out, and I passed out =y meanwhile,
my friend, I had signaled for him to come out, it was okay. And the men grabbed me
and put me¢ wp on their shoulders and started carrving me around. 1 was passing out
clgars and I gave them the bottles of wine, and some of them got sick from it, and
I felt like t-hmm ﬁg—f-m:- it... for l:hr!.-e: minutes. Then I tried to explain to
them what had happened: wery briefly in my wcermﬂn.

0 Heome of them spoke English?

A Ko, none of them spoke English. All of them spoke a little bit of German, and I
then told them that they were free and that they could ﬁk, fnd one of them... I
guess the first man that got wp to talk to me, apparently a leader of the'ml:fi asked
me how did I know there were no more Cermans around, and I said I didn't know. And he
said £ he didn "t think that thez.r should leave - they would get inte trouble if they

¢ HAdnt wart 4o
t left. So I vold him that ves, 'they a-hnuld:.—l: take the risk, I really couldn't guarantes

Just

because I wasn't going to hang around, but they could wait there, but since there was

a road there, I was sure there would be some trucks and traffic, and they shouldn't be

afraid, that the odds were that they would be Americam trucks Iml ﬂﬂi#f_ﬁ.
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but that any rate, if they waited for the rest of the day, and if it was quiet, then
2l faar 2o Thaf we
the war was over Crn tonmid] I doubted if the rest of the day but they refused

to leave .
They were that afraid?
Yes, they were starved and haggard. ..
This was not your first experience with priseners from a camp, was it? You had ...
you had... it was the third? But you, vou knew pretty much what to expect 7 You were
not that shocked, were wyou?
No, I wasn't stocked with this group, and alse I was very impatient at that time because
I was torn htWW%Ed E felt to get back to my company. I could hear gunfire a couple
of miles away, and felt it was my company, and I didn't want them to think I had had

lead dalliance
Eingnd, that I had generally gotten lost, and this was almost a daiiwimgx../ and Ehey
didn't really care about ® y-adventure in opening the gate ««« they would be more
interested in my help down there ... our company was supposed to have 200 men, and
probably there were only 150 left, so I felt wvery guilty that I had to get back. I wasn't
eager to get back, but I felt T had te get back, so that I was torn between this amdx
which was almost a dalliance with my tntpunsihilitieul h"“"'.:n': Fﬂ"i but I maw that they
were all free, that the gate was open. I had... nothing to give them...cigar and all,
and T couldn't help anyone.
You brought them the news.
I brought them the news, and it was a lot of fun for a few minutes, carrving aruuggffhcit
shoulders g
It must have been a grcn:f{éj:jeelingbfrﬁm yvour part and for them too.
Yes, I would say it was somethingl :had te do, and I was very glad that I had the
opportunity to do ik open that gate ....h‘ut I guess also that this was not an extermina-
tion camp, the place was not litatﬁﬁhli*"' if there were dead there, they would hawve
been right there in the barracks, dyving in their sleep ...
This was a work camp. And 7

This was a work camp..«..
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Q] Can we put the name?
A I don'"t know the name....but I can locate it on the map for you.
haim
@ S0 that we can put it inte the record. It is between (spelling) and
Hittenfeld {spelling) and the cast side of the Rhine River and east of Worms. About
the same
A You get into the foothills here.
Bddrack biom
0  And west of h (spelling?) which is a men-place. So, this was your third
experience, was it? YOur experience where vou...?
indeltble
& Thiz is the experience that I remember wvery well. It is in my mind.
3 You probably had those fears all over again ..
A Yes., But the first oné.... this one, the Division history. This must be the place,
I always know it as Chermak (spelling?). Thqu"ﬁ"“l concentration camp, and the

arg uery Svmilar et mes
barracks were deseribed, but I associate in my mind with ENEXENEE a

town of Chermak that we captured, and I guess I don't have a map....

Q0 Well, an exact map will probably show it.

A Just outside of Chermak... and that was the night that we got there.

3 That was the first experience you had?

A Yes, but Isaw wery little of it, because what happened was that we just went by it.
and they had fled... the 55 guards. But we still attacking that area, so it was a
matter of golng by it, some of the people not inmy ..... I was then im the Squad
a small group of men, and we were forward and others went back to liberate it.

] Were you told anything about these camps Ehﬁ o Mn yvou didn't see anything
inside this particular first camp?

A Mo .

} But the p-Eﬂ[:rl-E.HJ-lld.q..-l'-

A But T knew it was a concentration camp, I knew it was being liberated.

Q@ Yes. 5o, you didn't go inside. But some of your buddies did. Were they, or you, given
any information , any instructions on what they are going to find, or what they should do,

or how they should act...?
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A Mo, I don't recalloonp: HOEREESHR or | er»Wﬁngﬁwauamsmu&tws plﬁli#irnu.& et

and was very much anti-Nazi, I came from a family that was politically-eriented, and so

I think at that time I was — I knew I was aware of it - the German concentration camps
and... the magnitude of the extermination camps did not hit me, though, until the
last week of the war when I ended up in Salzburg, Austria.

0 When you were in this particular camp, near Chermak, you didn't see it, did you hear
anything that your buddies reported? It was also a work camp...

A Not from my immediate cospanies. I would not have had an opportunicy ... I don't
recall talking to any¢n¢...;j;emnmber that in our Regiment we had everyday a zerox
one=sheaet that came out with news of the war and it also included a very=-guarded
language happening on our front. As I recall they may have had one-line about liberating
this camp. I don't recall any writing, there may have been, but I don't recall.

Q S0 you didn't see much or hear anything?

A  Even though I was physically invelwved, frankly I was much more concerned at that time
for survival... I was a scout going down on the road, we were machine gunned, and
ambushed, people right around us were killed or wounded, the temperature must have been
in the high 30s, and I stayed in a ditch of water for hours

N f rs ooy Jimid T reneaber loen bly
I guess it would apparently to survive and/being eedd—and

frightened that when I got back, I was isolated, ... because... What happened was that

they thought I was killed. I was afraid whem I got back my owm :%ﬂ:t&iﬂ would shoot me
because they would see someone moving in the dark, and T was afraid to yell, because I

didn't know where the Egrnaua were, and I managed to get back and someone yelled ---

A ayetl - but EL

yirk bl --- who's there or halt or something and coming back, so I got back

ag I recall then, we went around the other side of Ehtmk and that's where we found
JESbcﬁﬂlﬂHﬂuﬁuHPﬂg

the concentration camp. Then we went on.... I was too busy fighting...

Q S0 you didn't actually see the concentration camp?
And you didn‘t hear any reports, any personal reports?

A Mo, I don't remember talking to anyone about it. I remember know what would be
there, knowing that it was the kind of camp where people were treated brutally, an d I
knew that much, but that was from my own reading. I don't think there was much I got

from the Army.
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 So what was your second experience?

A  Second experience was .... -‘Eﬂ'f'ﬁ became part of the French Army —— and

whe &
wherr we got—to and we broke through, STrassburg , then we

went south of Strassburg, there was very little fighting left then. It was Thanks-
giving Day, I think then, 1944, the endex of the month, and I we were justxekexaxx
celebrating, there weren't that many of us, just 20 or 30 of us , there weren't that
many of us, and we were in trucks, and we just drove down and then if we ranm into

drove

opposition, we would just hop out of the trucks and inte this towm. And
there was a huge factory making locomotives, and a very modern factory. And
inside we discovered there was a labor camp again, and with barracks-arrangements, and
there were sleep-in arrangements of bunk beds, maybe a laver of four or five, well

maybe...

4] Mot much head room?

A Maybe a foot and half, and mats or no-mats. People again were mﬂgtl-.! &ﬂ‘*ﬁ" Curapas ry
I don't think there were any childrem . Men and women and I remember they showed meé a
trough,that they were fed in a trough, and I remember there being a lot of vermin, and KK
physically there Hemlﬁ't..le":ﬁi run down physically, starved, I don't think there were
prison guards there, ﬂt::z said there was a mixture, I think some of them wore very
old raggedy clothes, and we arrived there and apparently they had already had word that
the Germans had been defeated, because they were milling about the factory, kind of
waiting for someone to come when we told them they were free. As I recall I suggested

that they might stay there for a little while, because (i LA nﬁthe French would

come and get them also. We were working with the Alsacian Regiment, the French Army,
that turned out ':Lhe Andre Malraux,'s regiment, except that we knew him as Col.Burger
which iﬂWMni s0 we knew that some of them had been in the area, so we told
them they ought to walt for the French, and it was their area.

0 5o this wasyvour first contact, Youw know eyve to eve?
How did you feel when you saw these raggedy human beings? I mean reading is one thing

and coming face to face?
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It was not unexpected....for me, it was not.
Did you identify with...?
I thought they wre lucky that the Germans didn't kill them, amd when they retreated.
Was there any thought of how can human beings be like this?
Well, I knew what the ﬂcrnan.uzzf HAZI government was like, no surprise to me. 1
nothing came¢ as a surprise as of German government = something that
I already knew and understood. I think that my correct in that my memory of it was
I felt a sense of relief because 1 felt that the Germans in retreat could probably kill

%wmﬁm .,..:.-.-. Wt frafen Borepal

peaple

Did you think of them as peers - human beings?
Sure. Mﬁ"iﬂ J'Eﬁ.-'
Or did you think of them as creatures, those poor creatures? And _____jdan:ifinaaﬁ:;tr
Mo, that's not like me. I felt compassion for them, but well, they certainly were ;
people. It's Bard im a short pericd of time to differentiate in this camp; I hu?

a chat to chance on who they were , because again in my case we went through, ﬁéﬂu"""
wandered through the factory to see if there were any arms there or German left...

And there were no German guards?

Mo Germans, no guards, they had all fled... Oh, I guess that's why my memory was that

they knew that the war was over, beécauseé then the Germans had lefe.

Did you get any instructions from your superior officers on how to treat them?

Ho, nothing....first of all we had.... this was an Infantry combat... the officers
outfit

like this, in our mifieersi... Our Division has ® the highest number of casualties .

lo rasgra

ce. Wit had more than 500F turnover... 8o that the officers did mot
:lﬁu”ﬂkilts!ﬂ“ﬂ;ﬁh‘ﬂhﬁﬁ? -

they were very much __ and no one told us what to do or gave us

instructions.

S0 the officers didn't have any instructions from higher=ups either?
Ho, ¥ I would think not. I am positive they did not.
So they just let you go through this...?

We did what we felt like doing...,

And in this particular case, you were fairly sure that thexy French Army would take
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0 care of the people and feed them and ....
& I don"t know whether the French Army could feed them, but I know the French Army had
trouble feeding themselves. We were merely living off the land at that time, we were
Hhelp mnsdlue

ahead of our supplies, and we were just going from house to homse = to see 1f they

had food, and living on the rations, so we ourselves were just managing, not short on

food, just instructions on what to do...
Q Ho medical help? r ; prd—
A Remember when we went across Alsace, wex were i broke through, ismediately

ﬁ"‘:’bﬂ?' mpart of the world
suddenly spring out of nowhere, and start :Ell-:ing toward the rear

there were many fams’f’#d liuing#ﬂf-{" M"‘""

0 You were used to the image of emaciated...?

refugees sprung from everywhere...

A ciees people who would be liberated were emaciated. Some of them lived on farms quite
well. We ram inte ... in an area we ran into, a couple of fellows who had been in our
Regiment, not my company, but I was with them when they got captured... I just left them
and they ran into German ﬁﬂifiﬁ and were captured. Some months later when we ram into
them in Bavaria, they were on a farm. They had been liberated by their own outfit.

And you know they were well-fed, rosy cheeks, had a great time, in love with the
farmer's daughter, protective of the German farmers. wnns the experience of some of
them was not that bad, but whak we were used to refugees who suffered, but popping wup
out of nowhere, had escaped from something and were hiding, then would materialize as
soon as they saw American soldiers.

0 So you were used to that already? How did that affect you? Did you have nightmares
or any serious, series of thoughts of general philosphical approach or personal approach?
Did this in any way change your way of life, your thinking, or your plans for your future

of these...?
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A Well, that's a big order.

0 I mean can vou pinpoint...?

A& T think the of the horrors.... let me finish it up by telling about Dachau
briefly because it is wvery limited...

Q Oh, I forgot...

A 1 came there either the day of liberation or the next day, because I remember being in
a jeep and we had to go out of our way and I had heard about Dachau. I didn't know the
name of the place, and we had come through that area, and we had come through across
the Danube and liberated Ohmsberg (spelling?), and were heading toward Munich, and
++« but we skirted around, so we drove out of the way to see it. But my memory is
fuzzy on that. And I xi _don't think I stayed there wery long, because I remember

d:ifL for trucks, but I think it was a
seeing a siding ... a siding... it may have been # rail siding...

with bodles stacked, anﬂ‘ﬂdidn't want to ses anymore. ...Here I was = took time out from

my outfit again | unintclligihlgg and I felt that I didn't want to be a

tourist and stare at it, and there was no useful for me to do there. The people
already there...
The inmates were still there .. in the camps?

A Oh yes,still there, but people were leaving, and then we kept running into inmates
from that and other camps... I don't know what the camps were between Munich and
Salzberg. In fact, we Phefm‘& the war ended - I was in a village we captured at the

.-1

Austrian border. We hadn't gotten to Austria, and by this time prisoners of German

prisons were coming out i{i‘un’m from Yugoslavia coming through the

Alps through Southern Germany, and we had a big farm area _ - which area was bigger

than EW but internal 'E"M'J area. Mﬂ- Mﬁbe a thousand German
prisoners were there, and I remember finding about 5 or & Jewish refugees from - I think-
from Dachau. With the prisoner uniform on, and they were very emaciated, in fact

one was.... not frop a concentration camp - but had been with the German military

[
arganizatinn,‘d— and they were from Vienna.

Q That was your first encounter with Jewish. . .uh.

5w
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=13= William Weinberg
0 te your knowledge?

e
A  Occasionally there were Jewish survivors, the labor camps got mixed in with

'?"E#" who identified themselves as Pﬂ#‘-“'

and survived, but these were very Jewish.
And  in facl::- spoke Yiddish and several of them spoke Yiddish, and we talked, and I
asgked them what they needed. I thought I could get them a car.... German
Army collapsed....  there were cars there, and they said no, they couldn't
get gas, and they were afraid to drive the car - presumptious to get out of a concentra-
tion camp and get a car, and they just didn't want it, snd one of them said he could
drive a car, but wvhat they wanted was a1 bicycle. Many of the German troops had
bieycles ... reconnaissance troops and so I got them a counle of biecveles, I got abcm

[T W
all bieyeles and they were barefoot, so I just went in there o Loodad ganmd eod,

Aol oS,
unintelligibhle.....
shoeg. ...

Q Where? In the store? ;
we juc L’
A In the compound... A captured = ... and I would take time... order them to take

their shoes off, .

So that you ... vou had contact with German soldiers? At that point?

I‘Lm. T had contact with German soldiers....

In that camp....in !Ena—m"

70 T i nel Backase, IHis i iv' @ pebeeger
cenaWillage Sy p..lr ﬂﬂ ¢

Oh I thought this was..

= 0 = 0D

2ea

This was in a village coming out of Dachau, just walking..
I see, I see. I thought w- (Wil I‘l-"'i"l"'",' dhrd ﬂd--n-ﬂm:
Thiswas ahoot—two or three-days—later,

I thought... so this is ocutside of..7

Outside of Dachau.

2 B oo o0 9 0

In the open.
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by eeo
[ R and I got them shoes and thdnge—when I took them off the

German priscners...they were very unhappy, really, especially they got insulted when I
took their shoes for the concentration camp.

And you cared a lot, huh? Essit_that silby?

I enjoyved that experience... shirts and trousers, etc.

And also having the power te do it...

= o = O

The concentration camp people were afraid of wearing uniforms. They didn't want to

wear the uniforms.

ogrnonss P ok
Q  The unifnj;tiuuf i ﬂdh'iqqﬁaszffﬂt
A (e rman Bare—of it was fear just that they might be mistaken.... I don't know what
it was. But théey did not want their clothes, they wanted the shoes.
i} There had been disgust or fear, )l'uu know. Which the next American could have mis-

understood. MNow ahom what about Eh#i#u.lﬂ E 7

oy
A All T saw was m torn up, and I don't remember anything else. I don't think I

7 & el e “%’1%%"{"
ever entered a place.... I think w Eul:- I didm

to see it.

L Did you share the experiences and feelings with anvbody about that? At that time?

Either within your...?

A I told guys I was with about it, what I had seen ... seeing bodies all over, and people
tiH—alive, etc...
How did they react?

I don't think I got any reaccion...

=

No reaction?
A Well, we were combat outfit, everybody was trying to kill us, and we were glad to be
purviving, we were all thinking of ourselves...

Q Oh, I understand that perfectly.
A I don't remember having any ...oh philosophical conversations with amyone.

There was no one in my outfit with whom I could have a philosophical conversation...
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-15- William Weinberg
A like that friend was ahill-billy friend...had lot of innate brightness but no educationm,

Strassburg I said I thought it was very beautiful

gcenery, cathedral and all that - statutes etc, and I would like to beé able to see that.

He said - hey they write books about clocks? So I said - yeah, you

write books about everything, you write books about cities - -

Q You have other things in common at that point...

A But I don't recall having discussed - philosophical discussions . We did have - the last
week that we (it must have been May sometime, maybe in June). And Salzburg ;;#Jthﬁ
American Occupation of the government or something, put up an exhibit of photographs.

rent

Like lovely little streets and alleys, with lovely shops 'ﬁdj*‘slﬂ"ﬂjgnd they put

in photographs fjﬂﬁ'tflﬂiah*and that had more of an effect on me than actually seeing

the bodies... I don't know why, but I think my experiences up to then, the labor
i at ol i -
ﬁﬁnﬂﬂ s
camps, and the dead and Dachau were isolated pinpoints
I think when I saw the photographs I ... maybe 100 photographs - the magnitude of it
oo
=& = _-.J J}"":'-_-
0 It was probably a time when you had.... when you could stop worrying about your own
safety..

A R-Lght, hecauae the war was over.

L’hl'l,'\-q.'i_[t.-h.r o Frgy .ﬂp.-{,_
Q it 5 qu ) ~
:ci4wf4*£l
A It was over within a week. Salzburg Festival ...... gave a concert, chamber music I
remember. ..

0 And then it really hit you.
A But the magnitude of it... that really had a greater impnca P
e
than the actual ...because the actual event was so ﬁ%ﬁ* and my reaction was so
i
spontaneous about it, I could see it.
4] And you did what you could for the people, and then you didn't want to think about 1t.

Tour idea..

A in other camps I did what I could and then was goneé.
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Q Kow did you write home? Did you correspond with anybody at home?

With whom you shared these?
never

A Mo, I didn"t... I never told my parents. I/told my parents I was in combat, told them
that a rear echelon job that was and they told me later that they aauunadJF
that I was in combat, but they were never sure, they never knew. I jua:hé&uﬂ:iddtgﬁnut
what I was ...

Q So vou never really shared this with anybody?

A Well, after the war when I got hame.1uD¢L;1

Q What happened then? Were wou then.... did you really share 1t fully with your family?
With vour friends?

A I told whoever would listen ... E'unintulligiblel.,.I told stories about my
experiences, especially the one of liberating that camp all by myself. I remember

telling my kids the story of the day when I told my daughter....

Or when I talked to my daughter today at lunch today...

Q

A TREDEEIX . b sl sl

qQ They will ask you many many times....

A Yeg, I did share them with people ...

Q Like what?

A Yes, I did talk to them.

4] What was the feeling behind it, besides the relief, when you were able to share it,

and of course pride in certain Enstances, etc, §o vou have the feelimg that you want
wr et gf et

people to know  what happened...? To this priv r history that ymm should be

taught as a deterrent ... How do you feel about this?

A Bell, I was at that time falrly active in organizations. I was just coming back, I
remember feeling that I wanted to be active in Jewish organizatioms, I am mot at all
religioas, but I joined the American Jewish Congress, which was them involved in gatherimg
information on genocide. I think the publication = when the Black Book m that

came out, 1948 or 49 trying to document....
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0 I don"t know about that. It's called the Black Book?

A The Black Book T think it was the American Jewish Congress that put it

out, and all the effort to document I think it was in the late 40s.

Q Did it change your attitude towards religion or towards being Jewish? Before the War?

A Wo, it was my own feelings, but I could be Jewish without being religious...and maybe
a real force within me being Jewish to maintain a Jewish identity....Which is not easy
and my wife (my ex-wife) my present wife is not Jewish, the kids see themselves as
being both Jewish and Irish. I have tried to give them some understanding ...but I
think it should be their sense of responsibility ....

Q How do you feel about teaching the Holocaust ... in Schools of REligion 7  Why type
of schools should this be taught.?

A I think this should be taught as part of history... a very significant part of history.
I think it is a phenomena of great magnitude ... I think it is se great, I don't see
how it can be avoided im the teaching of history of what has happened. To me, it is a
gignificant difference from warefare in the Mﬂ-t and EI'LI.-I':h A Tare ph&n:rm&m the killing

Ls
af single out... the religious S ,.ur"i'ﬂ 1""" Lo -:euteminate people.

While at the same time enslaving people. Im military terms of barracks and forced
labor, seven days a week as I recall maybe 14 hours a day. If they didn't heal, well,

i

P

you should be E g , and that sort of thing. possibility...
a rteligious

Q Now that T gkather you are not =m ¥NIKNI¥ person. You were not, and at that time,
and it 4did not change vyou any..,.u:zj

A Right.

0 Were there any thoughts of religion in your mind at the time when you saw either the
pletures of Dachau or the actual 7 Did you see it at all inm any conscious religious
thoughts... How could God permit this, or is there a God? Or anything like that?

ety

Q No, I didn't. Can't say that I saw it in religious terms at all. I saw it in terms

el et e bcin— itk do set out to eliminate Jews and he did what he said he

was going to do. I had read Mein Kampf...
0 .v.. in their survival, do you think that some of them did survive because of religious

belicfa?
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A Mo, I think

0 did survive because of religious beliefs... ugi}

A Mo, I think people survived if they had strong beliefs about ﬂLu& Y things like
strong identity ... of themselves, strong feelings of survival and again strong

political convictions. I think a person who was idealogical - a Communist for exmaple -

he had a better chance of survival than someone who had no political feelings, or someone
Lede 1 & W _\‘;J].,..-..‘l fo The sk o Ar= :?’H' . it ot
Y a socialwtl E=.-,_|..ra ews of {inj i e I-am-thinking of some of the groups

among the Jews who strong feelings of

Q like ?
A ...certain religious feelings that are very strong... could just as well have been
social ... deep feelings.

Q I ... what you are describing is people who have something else to live for, other than
their own bodies.

A Right.

Q And whether that was communism - idealogical or political - they were religious beliefs.
Either way that would help them survive. That would give them the strength.

A Yes, I would think so. If vou had been a prisoner, what would have helped you survive?

This belief?

have a
0 Ho, I don't feel that religlous ...but I think I wax/strong sense of responsibility...
vl . e Rt
IE !-'ﬂ-l'l-'rf aven an oceupation ™ i.u_-'r e arb:l.tury v+ «politically conscious and active.
P e

You have very strong political opinions, dan—t-?#u‘!

Yeah, not in terms.... I guess in terms

Uh huh, do you think that you wartime experiences changed these or helped them grow acatall
Mo, they were pretty well in place when I was a kid. I think they were reinforced.

So that just helped reinforce the direction im which you were going anyway?

) r_,:.n.wl

=] =

Its the that has made me more ’JL" and it has also made me highly intolerant

WRT it
of people with idealogies who feel they have the final answer to the solution to kill

o veryg fedssr _a -
for the justice of the solution. ..... i—ng—n‘{ld.-ok—l_n the back

Marvelous people, but very active with the I R A...

| unintelligible. ..
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=19- William Weinberg
Avesss our time drinking.... this came wup and this guy said something about his contact
with the EQE;L Brigade. I obviously bridled because
shut him wp. Sometimes I think I will hit him over the head with a chair...
Q They have strong feelings..
A Yeah, because ;féijiiﬁi idealogy to impose life or death on people just based o one
idealogy a"ilitde. Al ;""Q.m,:_ it 141{.';%};%‘“& w TER ;-""I/e;nﬂ .ﬁ'r_ljr.,EMJ-ﬁ--,.

fPid e
0 How about the civil rights growup? Viet H am War? How, where...

A Well, my emotions were mixed inm the Viet Mam War ... still are ... and there is
much concern with what's been happening in Indo-China since we left. Greater number
c of casualties during the war vears. ... turned the Civil rights movesment
fairly active ... When I was an Administrator a few years ago, I was in the president's
withi U makide
office ... and I had a legal opportunity|m at t time, I was active with the
Poverty Program, I was active on the executive board
I did that for 22 vears. Kow I don't feel it so much now - =
Middle East
0 How about f... How do you feel about what's going on now...? After all Israel has
gquite an aggressive policy tool
i Well, T am not... I don't have a warm regard for Begin...but I think that Israel's
aggressive HEININN policies make /M i HA gense....
] And it is justified? o
el

A By itself, ves, I think ... the .Jron countries certainly made some statements

'ﬂ o] .r :!'-J-rl\.
that they want to work out a peaceful solutiom , until they do o de o

et gl g We, e g X .r.:-r._ egrei
0 Did you ever go to Israel?
A Hever been there, and I would love to. In fact, my wife and I are trying to work out a
deal whereby ...we...she turned down a couple of
go to the Middle East if we can. Somewhere we can khxm travel through. I feel strongly

... 1 remember years age during one of the ; unintelligible..,

e

when =y wife at that time

Q like you still have a strong anti !EF¥P and anti-dictatorship. I have a feeling
L
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5 -_.rlﬁlTH' ol
. I guess killing and death I saw" ...it's a hell of a place to be.

Did you see the Holocaust as primarily a Jewish problem, or a human problem?

I think T saw it as both...certainly the magnitude of the extermination of the Jews

+++» that was a Jewish problem. But I ran into Eastern Eurcpeans ..@?ﬁftﬁﬁg ﬂ:fﬂ#ﬂmmu.#,;ﬂ
fh;ﬁhﬂ& died = worked to death, died of typhus, and they would not have died other than

they died by the Hazis.

And you had to come back to Germany or to France
Ho, but I would like to.... I figure I have traveled all over the U § - Canada, I have
been in all the states .. up to Canada several times, but I have only been back to Europe
go back to Alsace
once but I would like to / very warm regard for that area .. not so
much the people, but the area, it was history. And how the French Army recaptured these
little villages... I would like to see it.
I have a feeling you would like to go back..
I am not sure I want to go back to Germany. I'd love to see the Alps.
«ssee I just bought a Volkswagon this year... after
Changed its name? Do you feel a need to do anything now, or you actively doing anything
now that you feel will contribute to the kind of a future that would not permit this
Well, I have - most of my life
|: Lmintelugible‘l
M -
I am bringing up the children... W
Well, I have been separated for FEBTiT{: re-married and the kids are now living
have established a relationship with them...
That's one way of making sure what happens in the future.
And having children who have both religions did they go to any religious school
or did they?
No, when they went to the Reform Temple...When my ex-wife had mental problems

Me... more than I can handle. .. I I didn't really have a choice, but

my oldest daughter is probably the most (}Jhﬁu#hs a previous marraige...

I
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A Irish and Italiam, but

 unintelligible... *

Q S0 that is something.... to identify themselves in a national way....

A «versthey see themselves as Jewish ... goes back and forth between the varicus
grandparents .

g I asked the question whether Dr. Weinberg's sought any counseling or any therapy
that he may have needed as the result of his experiences...

A I think that you had asked me earlier about the impact of these experiences on my
psyche, and it seems to me that the greatest impact was the combat experience of being
shot at and being in an outfit that casuvalties were great and your companions were
constantly disappearing by being killed. That was much more traumatic in terms of
nightmares or mEmxx nervousness which has never left me. Just so... a month ago we
went camping, and I had never been to the Gettysburg Battlefield. And one... and I read
about it, studied it, and when I got there and walked the battlefield, I got combat
nervousness back, and %k kind of cautioned - knowing that rationmally knowing that there
is no danger of feeling tension about it. The concentration iii:kt experience
has less of an impact on me. It was a greater impact emoticnally,XHNEK intellectually...
the enormity of the whole thing. It had a greater impact, but by that time I had
«++ by the time I had seen it... I had seen lots of dead bodies and had been invelved in

lots of combat, and it didn 't scar as much as a personal experience, as my experience

as a combat infantryman, which day after day pecple were trying to kill me.

E-.r':; m-?- ﬂﬁ:’-ﬂ{‘-‘d""

L L
Q well, your danger... the danger to yourself, but what about J;hefu'""‘
to kill somebody?

A Well, I accepted that. I was an Anti-Nazi. I enlisted in the Army, I wasn't drafted,

B ¥t
Lot "
and I assumed why I was there. I didn't like it. I was raised as a Pacificist, and
" would not

my father and mother/let me play with things that had to do with the war, the killing.
It was difficult for me, but I assumed that was why I was there.
14 o
ok
@  This kind of living ... being shot at and being in danger (™" this is something

that you are still carrying with you now?
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el

fod"~
A Yeah. When I have times of anxiety that have nothing to do with war m-‘ﬁ:'J bﬁL*J, I

still have anxiety about things... Ocaasionally some of my combat experiences...

Q e T

A Well, it's not disabling, but.... something that just happens.

ol o Packes
And the thing that was even greater %1 g0 I saw V... was almost an exercise in
almost an academic exercise ... I don't know why, it didn't come as a surprise to me.
nd A‘

I Eeltﬁ " by it, and I couldn't look at it, but it was no surprise, I was ... I knew
this is what the Nazis were doing. I was kind of prepared for that, but I don't think

that anyvone ever gets prepared for getting shot at.

0 Well, thank you very much.

Transcribed
11/5/81 R.Scheinberg
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