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INTERVIEWER: Sylvia Becker

TRANSCRIEER: Sue Epsteln
Date transcrdbed: 5}’3‘#

Q. Youwr full name?

A. Howard Wiseburg.

Q. Your address.

A. 860 Jerusalem Road, Cohasett, Mass.
&. Your date of birth?

A. 8/26/15
What, who were you attached with in the army? At the time you liberated ........

&5th Dviaslon.
And what was your rank?

Q

A

Q

A. I was a stafl searweait.
Q. Md how old ¥ere you at that time?

A. Twenty?

Q. Approximately.  —seiSle—t-Wos-S-peare-—adér

A. In 1945 I was 30 years old.

[ ]

Q. A You were 30 years old and you were martled fo Ronnde for how long at that
time?

A. I was marrled four years.

2. Where were you In Germany when you fArst heard you were poing to Dachaun?

A. We never heard, we were there.

Q. You just all of a sudden....you didn't know where you were polng?

A. No.

R. Dd you know about the concentration camps?  Had you heard aything?

A. Yes.

Q. What had you heard and how had you heard?

A. I think I heard before we left the States.

®. You knew what was happening with the Germans?

k. Yes, I bellews =3o0.
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(. Was..when about..can you glve me some sort of date that you went into Dachan?

A. (Silence)

&. Well, how long after liberation, for instance. You were nct among the first
fmerdcan soldiers to reach Dachau?

A. Mo, I think probably two weels or three weelks,

it gttt theme—trr—the—Tamp .

. What were the eonditions in the camp when you pot there?

&: Pretty well ckeared up.

Q. It was pretty well cleaned up?

A, Um=hum.

. [d you..were there any Jdead bodles around sti117?

A. I did not see any.

R, You didn't see any? What about the inmatez? The prizoners..the survivors?

A. We dian't ses any swvivors.

R. You did not see any survivors? Where were they?

A. I don't know. I pguess the Intermaticonal Red Cross or whoever had already taken
them out.

. So whan you got to [achau what where you..why was your group...what were they golng
to do at Dachau?

A. We were MmtﬂllatiM+

@. What sort of installation was there that needed guarding?

&, Prison camp.

&, But there were no priscners.

A. The prisoners were the 53 troope now.

Q. I see, s0 they took Dachau and changed 1t Into a..very interesting. 1 didn'"t realize
that. So what were your duties snd what dld they have these prisoners dolng.

A. Well, we were...

Q. fpproximately....

A. inthe tewn right outside of the canp.

Q. The town of Dachau?
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No. It was a different name. A small..we were in...I don't even know thatit was

a tovn. We were in a sort of castle there that we had taken over and we were living
there. OQur company. And every moming we would send a truck to the camp
and bring In SS troops inte owr company and they would do all the menial laber for us.
At the castle?

Were your tropps golng fran the castle into Dachau to do administraticn work?

Kah. It was nct my company's [unctlon.

What was your corpany's functlon?

Nothing. Just to be there.
Absolutely nothing?

. fJust to be physically present. .what, as a puard?

Well, they might have had someé guerds there but T was not part of that detail.

What were yvour duties? |

I was a supply seargeant and my duties were in our company area where I tock care
of the supplies for the compary.

S50 you actually did not see any of the survivers?

No. T-heve-plotures—af-Sheme—t7} Not even pletures of them. (%)

Were you in touch with any..was there any troops there who had been in at the
beglnuing of the liberation?

I don't remerber. If there were I don't know.

What I'm trying to find out is...

You want first hand informatlon.

Yes., Was there anybody you talked to who had [irst hand Information? Did you have
any contact at all with any people in the village? GCermsns?

Ch sure.

Was there any talk about....

Ho. No talk., Ixzamckeilgmwoum They would tell you nothing., If you asked them what
was golng on they didn't know. They never knew.
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Q. Couldn't find anybody who knew?

A. No way.

. Were you, as soldlers, glven any sort of briefing?

A. No.

Q. Hothing? HNe instructions, no briefing, no nothing?

A. Silence.

W. Was there any discussion smongst you that you can remembert

A. T imgmlne there was.

W Well, anything that was impressive enough to remember?

A. Well, only that we talked sbout what happened at the camp.

Q. Yes.

A, But that was—— that was Just hearsay acctuaslly but we never did se=
1t curselves.

@. [Md you ses the crematorium?

A. Ch, yesh.

Q. Was there any evidence of any kidd left?

A. Hot when we were there.

Q. They had completely cleaned it all up?

A. Well, I don't know whether they dld or whether the U.S. Arpy cleaned it up.

2. But it was gone.

may have had

A. Yes. They/had the Cermans clean it up but everything wes in pretty pood
shape when we got there.

Q. Wnen you heard about it and saw even just the camp, regardless of whether
there were no survivors or anything at that time, 4id you feel it more deeply
geeing 1t7

A. Oh yea. Sure. Sure. DEMIX We felt 1t a1l the time we were there,

T |

R So you felt 1t much more?

A. Well belng a Jew, of sourse I felt 1t even more than some of the other boys
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I imagine.

Q. Dld y'all talk about 1t?

A. Yea. I puess we did. I don't remember exactly what .......

Q. How did you leel?

A. I felt like Kllling everybody there You get a very tense fesling that
these people are no good and that they deserve overything that they pet.
I treated the, there was three 32 men assigned to me every day and I treated
them ke dogs. I made them sweep the [loor, and wash the loor amd clean
and palnt and do everything, anything, Just to keep them busy deoing domething.

Q. Menlal labor?

. Yea. Al T asked them if they lnew what was golng on. They were ? ’
they didn't know. They only followed instructlons. That's all you cculd
get out of them.

Q. Did they speak English?

A. HNah.

@ You had no problem commndeatling?

A. Ch yes. BSure. But belng Jewlsh, and German. There are some similarities
In the words so you could make youraelf understood.

.

A. I talked to some of the villsge people and asked them why, where, when? And
the only answer that was glven was, "We never knew what was gping on." -Mh-lﬂfl "p'

CoUyel- was a Lie, I believe because they couldn't help knowlng what was

molng on. They were fraternizing with ﬂﬂ soldlers and , of course they lmew.

Q. DMd, when you found all this cut did %‘Lﬂﬂ any anti-gemdtism in the Army?
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No.

[ was Just curious as to whether....

Chy I think there was some bigots arcund but I didn't really find anything...

You kmow, whether you might have seen some changes in the others' attitudes
because of this.

No.

Do you remember whether anybody had extreme reactlonz? Were there any cases
of Amerdean soldiers dolng something that they should not have done, to
persecute the Germans, In anger?

Not that T remember.

Hot that you were gware of 7

You must understand that we were a corpany, & part of & whole, and we were,

I think our full compliment at the time was 150 soldiers, divided into

uh. ... (tape of . then on) See, 85 A company, we had ocur own 1little, our
oWl house that we lived in and we had our own duties. That's all. How
other companies had other dutiez and they were living over there, over there,
over,there,=all different places. S0 you didn't get Bo see much of the
other fellows. Actually in the army you don't get to see much of anybody,
anly the boys ln your own coopany.

50 there really 1s not much ecommnieation sbout what's golng on anywhere else.

Ho. The only time you met others was 1f you were at the Red Cross Installation.

Was the Red Cross or any of thare]&efagmtiesmrﬂatthetm:rmwent in.

Well, they had set up a Red Cross 1I'H' Dachau. Donuts, coffee...when the boys
had some time off they went into Dachau and spent a couple hours aramd the
elty.

[dd you write home about what was golrg on and your experiences gt that time?

Na.

Did you ever think about why you didn't?
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A. Well, there was nothing to...well, no, I dldn't, I rnever wrote home about
that stufif. HNo,

Q. When you came home did you talk sbout 1t7

A. xbmx Yen. (Softly)

Q. What kind of reaction did you get In general?

A. 3sme reaction. They were no good and they were bastards, all of them. The
Germans are no good. That's the same feeling that you have or have had up

to now I lmegine. Ch, T thirk most people &,dﬁ\L kﬂﬂ} gkﬁ I\oagrﬂu:ly ]

- You didn't find people not belleving it?

Q

A. Ho.

4. Or feeling that you were exaggerating or overreacting?

A. Well, I don't think anybody in this country eould reslly understnad the whole
force of war argd what it meant and what went on in Germany, Even if they saw
pletures of the destruction and of the camps and so forth. It was Just hard to
realize that human belngs could be that way toward other human belngs.

@« Do you feel that that experience of the war, of the camps, of your being that
c¢lose to Dacheu had any deep affect on you?

A. T don't think sc.

Q. HNo?

A. T don't think so.

Q. Have you ever told Billjbarything abeut your experisnces? ( ﬁﬁuthﬂ‘)

A. HNot really. Not really. I newver told anybody actumlly what I..the only thing I
really related was the good times I had...I, uh,..of the good times you had. That's
the only thing that stays wlth you. ;“?’tﬁﬁ}g’tm you don't remember. You know,
maybe you Just shut 1t out.

Q. Um; when you were in....

A. I'm trying to remenber where I rejolned the company because after I pot, uh, after

I was wournded

@ When were you woubded?
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A. I was wounded in..right before the end of the war.

Q.  Alfter you were at Dochau?

A, Mo,

Q. Before Dachau?

A. Before Dachau. Yes.

Q. You were wounded and then you recouperated and they kept you right on active,
put vou back on active duty?

A. Yea. Sure. After I was in the hospltal..

Q. Where were you in the hospital?

A. In France.

Q. You don't remember exzctly when you were woudded? Well, how long did it take
you Go recouperate?

A. Th, I was pone from the compary mapbe six weeks.

Yeah. MNow, was thls your original company they put you back with?
‘ q‘.j\ But then they disorganized, uh, deactivated the &5th Dividion and I was

]

put Iin, we were, we were put in with the Sth Division which 18 actually where

I ended up, in the 9th [Mvizien and uh, it was when I was in the 9th Division when
we erded up In Dachau and thet's where T was (leong pause)

Q. ¥When you....

A. It was from [mchau T was sent back...

Q. Home?

A. Home.

Both talkdng at onece....d. Dachan was liberated on Aprdl 29th so 1f you were there
two or theee weeks after..

A. April, May

Q.  You must have been thers in Fay sometime.

A. Md the war ended in June didn't 1t?

Q. Yes.

Ao April 29th.
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. VE day was June 6th wasn't 1it?

A. I think so.

€. And when dld you come home?

A. Ch, I spent t111 the following Aprll there.
Q. So you dldn't come home until April of 'UE?
A. That's carrect.

Q. Were you at Dachau thet whole time?

A. Yegh.

@. You were there that whole time? So you were there almost a year?
A. Yeah.

@, What changes dld you see in that year Howard?
A. Htohing.

Q. HNothing?

A. Sllence
Were the 55 troops still prisioners at the end of that yvear?/ Any idea of how

many they had?

A. Mo

Q. When you had free time did you or any of the boys po into Dachau?

A. Oh yeah. We went into Dachau quite often.

e fnd what 4ld you do when you were there?

A. MNothing. Foamed around. There was nothing there.

Q. D[id you have the freedom of the camp? 5o you ecould talk to the Cermans?

A. Oh yes. T had a woman doine my wash that lived ripht cutside of the cam. We
were right cutside the camp. You know maybe Crom here down to the corner of the
street. We had taken over a castle then and the rumors wer< that 1t wes a home
for women, pregeant wonen.

. German women?

A. Oh yegh. Pregnant women.

R. And what zbout the woman who did your laundry.

f. Well, they were farmers. I puess they were fgrmers.  And (long pausze)
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And T used to go down to thelr home and give them my wash and they used to
wiash 1t and I'd comb back in a day or so and plck it wp. But you couldn't get
anything out of them...

Out of any of them?

And I asked..plenty. But the only story was let wae that we didn't lmeow what

(dispusted)
was godng on.  What do you mean you didn't knowTesiooosxpoimgxem You 1ived

within sight of 1t. How could you not lmow? They didn't know. But they did
krow, every one of them kmew.

Q. Of course they kmew.

f. Every one of them knew what was poling ameE on.

Q. What was the attltude of the Germans toward you?

A. ‘They were besfen people.

Q. They were a beaten pecople? The soldiers as well as the civilians?

A. Yup. They were subservient, they followed orders, they made no protests,
nothing. They were like whipped dogs.

. Whern you came in to...

A. We couldn't believe thet they were that proud a people. In that time they
were terrible. They were not human. They were whipped, thoroughly whipped.

Q. When you came Info the village or wherever 1t was did you notice, did they
have, was there a shortage of food?

A. Yes. Yes. We could get anything for a pack of cigarettes or a chocolate bar
or anything we wanted we could get for wvery little.

Q. Was there any damage to the village at 2117

A. No.

Q. Any evidence of any bombings or shelling?

A. HNot in Dachau. HNo. In Nuremberg. I went through Nuremberg. It was bombed to
hell. Uh, Cologne. I went through Cologne and 1t was bombed. O course, this
side of the German border, on the French side, it was demolished. Because we

were way out In front also. We were, I was, our company was attached to
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Pattan's 3rd Army at the time and we were way up in Austria. We had gone way
beyond the Amerlcan lines. So, the route that we went actually there wasn't
that much destruction because we were in virgin territory sectually. When the
war ended we were In Lintz, Austria and T spent, T spetit some £ire in Lingz

too.

That was after I camb back from the, after I came back from the hospital
(long pause}. We were in Lintz and then we left Lintz and went down to Dachau.
Do you remenber any hostlle Germans? Or was just everyone that you came
acToss 1h.ﬂ',ll"u"’] {insudible). T remerber when we talked abeut this

last December that you told me that you saw hungry children.

Ch, I sew, I saw...l think was prcbably the worst I ever saw was...and T don't
remenber exactly where 1t was now (long pause)...people, women, men, cld men,
old women would take the slop-when we got through eatlng we threw the remains
intc a barrelff and they would come and ewpty cut thar. barrel of the slop that
everybedy threw in there am were hONER 'I,'.f.na.;hﬂ.hlell frd that was probably
one of the worst siphts I ever saw. You know, people taking the slop out of
the barrel ard 1t was so preclous.

[Md you have any, did you ever see any survivors being shifted from one place to
the other or anything?

M.

Do you remepber any editions...what was the armmy newspaper? The army newspaper
over there?

Stars and Stripes.

Right. Do you remember any of this thing belng wreltten up In Stars and Stripes
in the form of camunication of knowing what was poing on elsewhere?

Ho. I'm sure there was but I don't remember seeing. ..

Ch yes, I mow there was., I just wss curlous whether. . how much coverage it got.
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I'm sure 1t did.
If you had to say that you had one really lasting impression or ohe deep, uh,
impression from the experlence what would you day it would be.
What I zaw msfz.hgmhed out places that I saw and people looking for food and
I think that's probably it.
[dd the Amerdcan ammy do anything to help feed the Germans? Yes, the cdvilian
population?
I can't tell you that. I know we never did.
How big was. .what would you say the population was of the mumber of civilians
around Dachau? In the village?
I would say I don't lmow, but it didn't leck more like 10,000 pecple or so.
Were shops open? Schoolsz open? Do you remember?
I don't belleve so. T don't remember any stores. T dldn't go into any stores.
No place to go into to have g beer or coffee?
Just the Red Cross.
Just the Red Cross?
At thet time.

rise in
What do you think of the/mevived Interest in the Holocause and the study of
th e Holocaust ard the things ftmli being done.
I think it's gﬁiﬁ. I thirk pecple should never forget. T think they should
do 1t every pererstion to make sure that 1t continues.
How do you feel sbout exposing young children, say 10,11, 12, to these kind of
horrors.  Since your own child is...
I think they should.
Would you tell your own grandehildren, certainly not at this ape, but at some
point?
Sure. Certainly.
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Q. Do you feel thet through the yvears you haven't talkedsbout it beeause you'we
suppreseed 1t and haven't thought about it because you've suppressed it
because 1t's palnful?

A. I thirk it was that way when I came back heme that I dldn't want to talk
about it.

Q. But as the years have gone on..?

A. Well, the memory dims and T don't remember sharply what really, what T
really saw at that time. At this point I don't really remember the detalls.

Q. Yes. But you really didn't have the exposure to the horrors..

A. I didn't actually se¢ it with ry am eyes.

Q. Yeah. So naturally it's not as intenseo® ig Yo St 1ll" qﬂﬂﬁ‘lm :

A. It's not as vivid (both talking at same time.)

Q. .And yet, I'm sure belng rlght there and seding where 1t happened..had to
have &N enormous. ..

A. Well, you could feel it and you krew it was there even though you didn't see it.

®. Child's volce asking questicn and acult shss it.

Q. Do you remember, before you pot there, you don't remerber when you first..
you zay you [first heard of the canpsz really béfore you ever got to Europe.

A. Ch sure. Before we gxxkeesy left the states. Because I didn't get into the
serviee wtll 19483 (long pause)...1943 I went into the service. So we had
already read about what was poing on and we knew.,

So you knew what was golng on in Germany?

A, Sure.

Q. Were you aware before or during, of not just what was golng on with the Jews,
but with s0 many of the other nationalitiesz thet Hitler was killing over there?

A. HNo. I don't think...no, I don't believe so. I don't think we mymr really
knew about the other matlonalitiez till after the war.

Q. You really thought it wasz just the Jews?

A. Yeah.
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@. That were being persecuted?

A. That's Interesting because Dachau actually was more of & politieal prison and
had a very small percent of Jews.

Q. Of Jews?

Q. Hmm Huem. At time of liberstion, the readings T have read, there were 33,000
prisoners, 8,000 of whom were Jewlsh, but the greater number of them...you know,
Dachau was THE first concentration carp. Dachau was established in 1933.

A. We came to another camp too.

Q. Wnleh oare?

W T don't know. 9

Ep_"l' S|
§. Probebly W™ A (Inasdible). Where was 1t7
Well, thst's 1t,

A. /I don't know.

Q. On your way to or on your way from..?

A. On our way through, on our way to. (Child's voiece In backpreanid)

Q. Has 1t a ziEemEkex concentration..was it an exterminatlion camp or..

A. Well, T can't tell yeu that either. I lnow we went through one camp. We got

in there and T saw scme people, uh, but we left imrediately. We kept golng and
the cnes behird us took ower.

Q. Were you the first cnes in that other camp?

A. I can't tell you. But I know we were cne of the first ones in there. Whether
we were Cirst or not...

Q. Was 1t big, little? As compared to Dachau?

A. well, 1t loocked like a bigp camp to me.

Q. Like how Sar awsy was it from Dachan?

A. T man't tell yeu. I have no idea.

G How marny days? You don't kmow?
A. T ean't tell wyou.
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W But..
We did go through ancther one and I saw some young reople there.
Survlvers?

Yeah.

A
q
A
Q. Did they come up to you or..
A. Yes. oSure.
Q. Did you understand them?
A. Not really.
G. Sign language?
A. MNot really. Becsuse we knew what was going on so it didn't really meke any
difference.
Q. D[id they ask you for candy cr something?
A. Oh yes. Sure. Sure. Sure. That was, well, we were on the move that time
and they really were pourding 8.
Q. Did you ndtice anything particularly when you were approaching the camp? So margy
people talk sbout the terrible stench. Were the survivors..were they dirty?
A. Oh sure. Rags..they were....as I remember they were drawn and skinny. I
really can't tell you too much because we were really moving., It was towards
the erd of the war and we were regliy moving...kept going...how much territory

Q. Yes. Did you..were you exposed to any other camps that you came across.

A. HNo there was only two that T remerber. Those were the only two setually T balieve
EPmndihiedx that we went to. The Tirst one that we went through we really went
through it. We stopped for a little while mnd then took off.

Q. Just a guestion of an hour or sof

A. Somethin like that.

Q. Yeah.

L 'i_."'.é..-

A. Might have been a ocepade-of hours. I don't kmow.
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Q. 8o that was really four first exposure?

A, {nintelligible)

Q. Do you rererber arny of your feelings at that time?

A, e avdewy yinsiodasionderemeedogy (1. yeeh, Just keep going.
To see how much. how many..how far we could ge at the time. T wasn't prilvy
to all the detalls beceuse T was only an enllsted man..and they never told
you anything. {Levg pause)

Q. When you saw the Holoeausé program whet wes your feeling sbout thet?

A. I had..the only feeling that I hed was that T Jmew it..T was just sort of

(Long pause)

reviewing what T already kmew./ T mean I didn't get alarwmed by 1t. I dldn't
getfm by 1t. I wasn't horrified By 1t. T already had known all this.

Q. [Md you feel it was Insdequste at =117

A. Insdequste? No. It was dene very well. (Leng pause)

£. Yeu bed gbeolutely pcbriefings a5 te how you should trest the Germens?T

A, L don't kmew..if we dld.I.don't remember. We weren't supposed to kill them
41 A « «Wlth them.

Q. IROMGEXINEYX Were you speelfically told that? Do you remmeber?

A. I don't remember if we were or not but I'™m sure..

Q. (Interrupting)

A, I'm sure we were.

Q. Did you have. .do you know that you hagd any responsibility to protect them?

A. Frotect them from what?

fi. From whatever viclence might occur from other soldiers, from other civilians,
from people coming back?

A. I don't believe that we would have stopped anybody from ary violenee. I don't
bellewve.

. Yesah.

A. T lmow in the heat of battle we didn't want to take priscners.

We DMd..

A. T ean't say that we actually shob them but..that I actually saw prisiners being
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