
Summary of interview with 
Postel-Vinay, Anise 
 
00:00:00 Please tell us your maiden name and your married name. 
 
00:00:30 I was born…which was a common name because my father was born east of the Ural 
mountains. I was born in Paris in 1922. 
 
00:01:00 My father was born in a little farm in the Ural mountains. He came to Paris to finish his 
medical studies, and he worked in Paris as a doctor. 
 
00:01:30 My Mother's name was Race (ph), which is also a name of the East of France. Her 
father was Alsation, but he left after the war of 1870. 
 
00:02:00 My mother, although she was Alsatian, was born in Normandy where my father had 
settled. 
 
00:02:30 My primary school I did in a Montessori kindergarten. For secondary school, I was in 
what we call public school in France. 
 
00:03:00 My parents were both very Christian, and what we call Republican, in France. 
 
00:03:30 We had a very strict education. We were five children, 2 girls and 3 boys. 
 
00:04:00 Names them in order of birth. 
 
00:04:30 We were Scouts. My mother sent us to England, to Austria, but not to Germany 
because Alsatians don't like Germany. 
 
00:05:00 She sent us to Austria or Switzerland to learn the German language, but not Germany. I 
was 11 in 1933. 
 
00:05:00 When I was 12 and 13, I saw German refugees my mother took care of, because they 
were Catholic. 
 
00:05:30 Also Jews. My mother did what she could for them. So by the time I was 13, I knew the 
name Dachau, because some of the people came from there. 
 
00:06:00 When I think of Jews, I think of a well-known pianist who needed money and my 
mother said well, you can give lessons. 
 
00:-6:30 There were horrible things going on in the streets of Germany then. 
 
Q: Can you remember the attitude of the government towards what was happening in Germany? 
 
00:07:00 I can only remember these people with fear in their eyes. 
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00:07:30 After 1935 we began to see antisemitism in the school, girls repeating what their 
parents said. 
 
00:08:00 We couldn't bear it. We felt there was something very deep in this. 
 
00: 08: 30 We felt it was very deeply against man. 
 
Q: Before Hitler came into France did you experience any other groups who were being 
persecuted? 

 
00:09:00 No. We were concerned about the part of our family in Alsace, because if there were a 
war, Germany would again take it. 
 
00:09:30 I didn't know about the people known as forher (ph) until I was in the camp. 
 
Q: Where was your family when Hitler came into France? 

 
00:10:00 In 1939 we went to Brittany because we thought that Paris would be bombed. Except 
my father… 
 
00:10:30 He had to work in Paris.  After Paris fell , my father came to where we were and we 
couldn't recognize him. 
 
00:11:00 He looked ten years older because France was under the boot of Germany and Petain 
had accepted such a peace. 
 
00:11:30 He was disgusted because Petain wouldn't fight anymore and left the English soldiers. 
 
00:12:00 He was furious. And when we saw that the Germans were everywhere. 
 
00:12:30 We returned to Paris. Very soon, things were very bad--no food, no coal to heat the 
houses. 
 
00:13:00 We couldn't buy shoes but my father bought a radio so that we could hear the English 
news. That was our oxygen. We lived only to hear the English news. 
 
00:13:30 When we heard that there was a General De Gaulle, and that he was going to continue 
the battle. We felt better. 
 
00:14:00 Q: What began to happen to your brothers and sister when you returned to Paris? 
 
A: My sister studied agriculture, and I studied the German language, so I went to the university. 

 
00 :14: 30 Very soon, we decided to go to the Arc de Triomphe on the 11th of November 
because that was a day to celebrate the end of the first World War. 
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00:15:00 We decided to go to the Etoile, to put flowers on the grave of the Unknown Soldier, but 
the Germans were also there. 
 
00:15:30 They began to shoot, and one or two hundred of the students were taken prisoner. They 
didn't stay too long in prison. 
 
00:16:00 Except the Jews and communists. One man was shot as a hostage. 
 
00:16:30 She struggles for the English for "hostage." 
 
00:17:00 I wanted to do something against the Nazis, the Germans. I wanted to do something for 
the English because they were alone. 
 
00:17:30 The English aircraft were so few. I wanted to help, but how? I was only 19. 
 
00:18:00 I tried to go to England to join De Gaulle. I went to Brittany to find a small boat, but I 
could not find any. So I returned to Paris. 
 
00:18:30 My mother found a professor at her lycee and she did interesting things. She agreed to 
take me, and it was a group of British intelligence. 
 
00:19:00 I was very young but I wanted to help the poor English. 
 
00:19:30 Shows a picture of herself as a very attractive young women. 
 
00:20:00 One of my jobs was to collect the points where the Germans had air defense. 
 
00:20:30 They had captive balloons that floated very high tied by metal cables. 
 
00:21:00 They were located all around Paris, and with the help of my younger brother we made 
an enormous maps of the points where they were located, 
 
00:21:30 The numbers of the German units were all painted on the buildings. The map was 
micro-photographed. 
 
00:22:00 It was sent all across France and the Pyrenees to an English diplomat in Lisbon. 
 
00:22:30 But there was a traitor in our group. And when I was arrested, I found my beautiful 
map on the desk of the Gestapo. And that was the end of my intelligence activity. 
 
00:23:00 The Gestapo treated me well the first day. I was captured with a large roll of military 
information from Normandy where I had been. 
 
00:23:30 They didn't ask me any questions. They had it all in hand. They treated me well. I was 
arrested in 1942. 
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00:24:00 I was in prison in Paris for one year, and then in October 1943. 
 
00:24:30 And then I was taken to Germany. The first prison I was in was called La Sente (ph). 
 
00:25:00 Then I was transferred to a prison in the south. 
 
Q: Who were you incarcerated with? 

 
00:25:30 I was always held alone. But it was possible to communicate in the toilets. There were 
some very courageous communists. 
 
00:26:00 In this prison there were Gaullists and communists, very good friends together. 
 
00:26:30 It was very hard. It was sad, to think of your mother. To wake up every morning, you 
had to fight with yourself. 
 
00:27:00 You have to live in the present, not in the past. 
 
00:27:30 Some of the men were terribly beaten. When they came back from being interrogated it 
was terrible. 
 
00:28:00 I was completely in my cell. I could hear them but I could not see them. 
 
00:28:30 I went to Ravensbrück, the greatest prison for women, north of Berlin. 
 
00:29:00 We were transported in good train cars. We were seated. 
 
00:29:30 We had a comfortable ride. First to Aix La Chapelle. 
 
00:30:00 We stayed in prison and then we took another train. 
 
00:30:30 We wanted to be young and courageous. We thought it was just a work camp. But 
when we saw thousands and thousands of women 
 
00:31:00 Five by five, in uniform, with white handkerchiefs on their heads, grey-looking, with 
SS women by their side, shouting. 
 
00:31:30 We felt we had fallen into something I had the impression to come back to the Middle 
Age. There was an atmosphere of crime. 
 
00:32:00 In a concentration camp, you change your world. You felt you were in a place where 
there was no law, no security. 
 
00:32:30 The fear came over your shoulder. First, like in all camps, They take everything you 
have. They put you in a sort of bathroom 
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00:33:00 …for hours. They took the wedding bands from women who were married. Some of 
the women, they had their hair cut. 
 
00:33:30 Then we had to take prison clothes. 
 
00:34:00 I took a slip that was quite long. I was surprised because it had… 
 
00:34:30 …black stripes, and I realized they were made from prayer shawls. 
 
00:35:00 I thought that was typical of the Nazis, to them nothing was sacrilegious. We were 
assigned to a block. 
 
00:35:30 In a barracks. We were quarantined for weeks. 
 
00:36:00 We did not work while we were quarantined. There I me a Polish girl I knew, from 
another camp, and her hair had turned completely white. 
 
00:36:30 She had been in a camp in Poland. She had worked in the camp hospital which was just 
in front of the kitchen. 
 
00:37:00 One day, the Germans said that all women with children should come to the kitchen, to 
receive milk, When they were there with the children, some SS came running… 
 
00:37:30 …and the children disappeared. We think that the children were gassed. 
 
00:38:00 Q: After the quarantine, what work assignments were you given? 
 
00:38:30 A: First I must tell you something that happened to me in quarantine. A young Polish 
woman came up to me and said that I was French. 
 
00:39:00 The camp was full of German and Russian political prisoners. She said, "You French 
can go back to your country, but we… 
 
00:39:30 …will be killed, and we have something the world must know. In our group each 
month they take 10 girls to the hospital and when they come back they have terrible scars. 
 
00:40:00 And we understand that they are making experiments on the legs of the girls. They 
were all young girls, schoolgirls. 
 
00:40:30 "They won't keep them alive so you French must learn the names of the girls so you 
can tell when you get back." 
 
00:41:00 They were so sure they were going to be killed that one stole a photo apparatus, and 
this (holds up picture) is a photo of the legs of one. 
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00:41:30 You can see the muscle is gone. She lived. 
 
00:42:00 She survived. But in 1945, the Germans had the plan to eliminate them. There had been 
75 girls. we called them The Rabbits. We knew the Germans wanted to kill them. 
 
00:42:30 In the night we could hide them. There were 40,000 in the camp and the Germans could 
not find them. 
 
00:43:00 They had their bad legs for the rest of their lives. 
 
Q: How did the women SS treat the women? 

 
00:43:30 A: Very bad They could beat a women until she died. But the women were not treated 
as badly as the men. 
 
00:44:00 Q: Did the soldiers take advantage of the women? 
 
A: No. It was forbidden for a German man to approach a woman prisoner. 

 
00:44:30 Within the SS, there was a unit that punished the SS men severely. They were as hard 
on them as they were on the prisoners. 
 
00:45:00 What other groups did you come into contact while in Ravensbrück? 
 
A: I was with my French comrades of course. But I knew very well this Polish group, in my 
barrack. 

 
00:45:30 They were young and I knew them very well. 
 
Q: Who else did you come into contact with? 

 
00:46:00 The Czechs. My boss in the unit was a Czech girl. But when the Communists… 
 
00:46:00 …took over in Prague, she was arrested and tortured, and sent to prison for five years, 
after five years in Ravensbrück. But she escaped… 
 
00:46:30 …through Berlin and now she lives in the USA. 
 
Q: Now, what was your work assignment? 

 
00:47:00 A: First, we had to go outside and transport earth. 
 
00:47:30 We had to fill these boxes, with handles. But if we filled it too much, it was too heavy 
to carry. It was very hard. 
 
00:48:00 At night, I was exhausted. I don't remember how, but I succeeded to go to the work 
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factory. 
 
00:48:30 We had to sew SS uniforms, and I especially --you see, it’s hard to explain that. We 
received from all Europe… 
 
00:49:00 …boxes of furs, from peasants, from Jews. 
 
00:49:30 We had to undo the seams, and sometimes we found jewels. We had to give that to the 
SS, but we kept some. 
 
00:50:00 With these furs, we sewed suits for the Germans to go to Russia. 
 
00:50:30 In 1945, they began to take the older women and put them aside. 
 
00:51:00 They came with lorries and took them away, and some days after, we understood that 
they killed them. 
 
00:51:00 And every day, they took 40 women from the hospital, women who were ill, and we 
never saw them again. 
 
00:51:30 We understood the trucks took then around the camp toward the crematorium. We 
think they gassed them because there were so many. 
 
00:52:00 Sometimes they took those who were not ill, and they had to five by five, before the 
doctors. 
 
00:52:30 They looked at us, and for any reason, a person might be sent to the left. I remember 
one day, there was an old lady I liked very much. 
 
00:53:00 They took her from me. That was their system in the large camps. They worked people 
and then they killed them. Then they arrested new people. 
 
00:53:30 That was their system. An economic system. A political system, because there was no 
law and they could kill their political enemies. 
 
00:54:00 They killed all kinds of people who were marginal. 
 
00:54:30 There were gypsies and their children. They were very unhappy because they had to go 
to work. 
 
00:55:00 I was told in one camp, all the children were taken away though the women screamed 
and kicked and fought. 
 
00:55:30 It was hard to know what happened because everything was kept secret. 
 
00:56:00 The gypsies were kept by themselves. But in February 1945, they took a whole train… 
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00:56:30 …of political prisoners, various nationalities and gypsies and they took them to… A 
friend told me not to go because the gypsies would be killed. 
 
00:57:00 We never understood why they transported them. The gas chamber at Ravensbrück was 
small. But so was the one at Mauthausen. 
 
00:57:30 Some died on the way, but they were saved by the Red Cross. 
 
00:58:00 What was your first contact with the… 
 
A: In Ravensbrück, they were only German and Austrian. They had a special block and lived 
together. 

 
00:58:30 We did not see them much, but they had good morale. They hated Hitler, but felt the 
work they did should be done well. 
 
00:59:00 They never did sabotage, it was against their faith. So the SS had great trust in them. 
 
00:59:30 (Interruption) They never disobeyed. The disobeyed in…(discontinuity) Q: So you 
were talking about the Jehovah’s Witnesses. 
 
A: Yes. 

 
01:00:00 I remember one of them, she went mad. 
 
01:00:30 We were terrified, because women in the camp who went mad were killed. But that the 
my last image of her. 
 
01:01:00 On Sunday we could go from one block to another. 
 
01:01:30 We could have conversations. But I never had friends among the Jews. 
 
01:02:00 I was friends with a German women who was head of a block. 
 
00:02:30 END OF TAPE 
 
00:00:00  She wrote a book about Ravensbrück, and she speaks about the Jehovah’s Witness 
because she was there. 
 
00:00:30 You can't live if you don't have hope. But sometimes we lost hope. 
 
00:01:00 For example, when the English and Americans came to France in June '44, we thought 
we would be free by the end of the year. But then Von Rundstedt made his attack in the 
Ardennes. 
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00:01:30 It was not until May (45) that we were freed. The last months were terrible. They were 
killing and killing, and there was very little to eat. 
 
00:02:00 Q: How did you feel when the troops arrived at the camp? 
 
A: I was not there. Eight days before, the Swedish Red Cross had succeeded in getting us out. 

 
00:02:30 Himmler had been in touch with Eisenhower. H dreamed of replacing Hitler. 
 
00:03:00 He wanted to separate the allies from the Russians. He operated through the Swedes. 
 
00:03:30 He authorized the Swedish Red Cross to take out first the Scandinavians and then the 
French. 
 
00:04:00 And then the Poles. So when the Russians came in, there were only the ill and some 
doctors. 
 
00:04:30 It took a few weeks to get home. I flew for the first time. 
 
Q: Did you find your parents at home, your brothers and sisters? 

 
00:05:00 My father and brother had been arrested and sent to Buchenwald, My sister had been 
killed by the Germans just after the fall of Paris. 
 
00:05:30 The liberation for us was very sad. We were happy, but not happy. 
 
Q: What did you do after the war? 

 
00:06:00 I wanted to continue my studies but I found it very difficult. They sent me to 
Switzerland. I was very tired. 
 
00:06:30 I had no red corpuscles in my blood. I was very tired. So they sent me several times to 
the mountains. 
 
00:07:00 But we had four children and now eight grandchildren. 
 
00:07:30 They range in age from four to 14. 
 
Q: Would you show us this map? 

 
00:08:00 It is a map by the Germans, made in 1945, of the camps. 
 
00:08:30 Germany was a big camp. 
 
Q: Would you show us the other side of this picture? 
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00:09:00 A picture of a Polish girls who had been a student of dance, whose legs had been 
operated on five times. 
 
00:09:30 Thanks from US Holocaust Memorial… 
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