
MARTA BELEBCZUK 

Born Marta Kirochenka 1/21/1923 in Alecksandriya, Russia. Parents Metrofan and Yidaki. She 
was youngest of 8. Nominally Russian Orthodox. Germans occupied village 11/41. Spring 1942 
Germans took children 15 and up to Chiotkin where she was put on a cattle train and taken to 
Germany. Taken to Hof near the Czech border 6/42 to work in electrical/ammunition factories. 
Remained in camp until 8/44 when she was imprisoned in Longensayer for Communists near 
Nurnberg. She made bricks with prisoners from all over Europe. She began associating with 
Evangelicals and later female Jehovah’s Witnesses in Ravensbruck. Many Witnesses were 
punished for refusing to work in ammunition plants. She was transferred to another prison 
camp, where she was given a number, 77117. The Witnesses in the camp also refused to wear 
red triangles denoting their status as Witnesses. Belebczuk taken to Salzgitter. Jehovah’s 
Witnesses there still refused to work in Ammunition plants. She befriended a Witness and 
began Bible study and reading the Watchtower and began believing work in an ammunition 
factory was wrong. 4/19/45 she and 1400 other male and female prisoners taken to Celle near 
Hanover. Train bombed and prisoners fled into the woods but were rounded up and taken to 
Bergen-Belsen. The British came and made the German guards bury the dead who were piled 
outside the barracks. There, she met numbers of friendly Jehovah’s Witnesses who had 
“sacrificed themselves out of a love of God.” Belebczuk eventually baptized as a Jehovah’s 
Witness in 1946. She met her husband in a DP camp and were married in 1950. Three children 
and three grandchildren. Says Witnesses gave her the promise of God’s kingdom and life 
eternal. 
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