
[0:00:00] 
 
Interviewer: This is July 17, 1993. We're in the state of Maryland outside of 

Baltimore, Maryland. And we're doing an interview with one of 
Jehovah's Witnesses in connection with World War II and her 
parents and her family. Would you please tell us your name? 

 
Veronika Fassler: My name is Veronika Fassler. That is F-A-S-S-L-E-R. I'm at 3339 

Pescara Court, Pasadena, Maryland. 
 
Interviewer: And would you tell us when you were born, please? 
 
Veronika Fassler: I was born in a town called Eisenärzt in Upper Bavaria in the 

Bavarian Alps.  
 
Interviewer: OK, how far were you from Munich? 
 
Veronika Fassler: From Munich it is exactly about 100 kilometers, which is roughly I 

think 68 miles or something like that. 
 
Interviewer: OK, would you please tell us the name of your mother and your 

father and your mother's maiden name? 
 
Veronika Fassler: OK. My dad's name was Sebastian. My mother Josefa, last name 

Schürf. My mother was born Stehrflinger. 
 
Interviewer: All right and where were your mother and father born? 
 
Veronika Fassler: They were – my mother was born in Sierksdorf, Germany. My 

father was born in Eisenärzt, Germany.  
 
Interviewer: How many brothers and sisters did you have? And would you 

please tell us their names and their order of age? 
 
Veronika Fassler: Okay, I have a brother, who is now 71 years old. I have a sister 

who is 65 years old, and I have a younger brother who is now 58 
years old. 

 
Interviewer: And would you give us their names? 
 
Veronika Fassler: Yes, the oldest on is Sebastian like Dad. My sister is named Marta, 

and the younger one is Herbert. 
 
Interviewer: All right. What type of work did your father do? 
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Veronika Fassler: He did different types of work. For a long time, he was employed 
in a small sawmill in Eisenärzt. And then, later on he worked for a 
wood manufacturing factory where they made objects of wood. He 
was a machinist in that factory. 

 
Interviewer: And your mother, was she a homemaker? 
 
Veronika Fassler: Yes, and professionally a dressmaker. 
 
 
Interviewer: When was your father born? What year? 
 
Veronika Fassler: My father was born in 1899. 
 
Interviewer: And your mother? 
 
Veronika Fassler: In 1897. 
 
Interviewer: And when did your parents come in contact with Jehovah's 

Witnesses and what was their religious background before? 
 
Veronika Fassler: My dad came in contact with the Witnesses. It was in the late 

1920’s. I do not know exactly the year—between 1928-29. The 
religious connection was Catholic. The entire area is Catholic. 

 
Interviewer: And what was it about the Witnesses and what they had to say that 

made your father change his thinking—your father and mother? 
 
Veronika Fassler: Well, all I do remember is I was just a little girl and that one of 

Jehovah's Witnesses kept coming to my dad. And the two of them 
were talking about–and, of course, my dad apparently accepted the 
truth very quickly, that religion of what the Bible is teaching. 

 
Interviewer: I see, and what was your hometown like, from what you can 

remember, when you were a little girl? What type of … 
 
Veronika Fassler: It was just a very small town. I do remember that at that time there 

were only about 700 inhabitants. People were poor. There were 
some farmers. With the exception of it being such a beautiful area 

 
[0:05:00]  that many of the richer people from the Rhine area who owned big 

factories like the Krupp Works and Schucker Works and things 
like that. They had their summer estates in the most beautiful 
locations up further where they could overlook everything. 

 

Commented [A4]: Krupp Works is a confirmed steel 
factory in their hometown of Eisenärzt (Krupp Steel Works) 

http://collections.ushmm.org 
Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection

This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source and may contain inaccuracies. 
It has been produced in partnership with the The World Headquarters of Jehovah’s Witnesses. 



Interviewer: What was your father's thinking? Do you remember? Let me put it 
this way. How old were you in 1933 when Hitler came to power 
with the Nazi party? 

 
Veronika Fassler: I was eight years old, and I really didn't understand it. I couldn't 

understand what Hitler stood for. It just was somehow right then 
and there. I just didn't know what it meant. 

 
Interviewer: When did you begin to realize, approximately what year was it—

'35, '37 and so on—that the Nazi party and what Jehovah's 
Witnesses taught from the Bible were not compatible? When was it 
you began to realize? 

 
Veronika Fassler: Well, it was not long after that because of the things my dad would 

say every so often. And he was–I do remember that he was very 
upset when Hitler came to power. He had a kind of fear that things, 
bad things, were going to happen. 

 
Interviewer: I see. 
 
Veronika Fassler: And then, of course, there were certain things that stood out in my 

mind like 1931 before Hitler came to power, when the Bible 
Students as they were called then, took on the name of Jehovah's 
Witnesses. I do remember because then I was only six years old 
and just a little girl because I had never seen that before. There 
were two big tears that came down my dad's face. He was so 
overjoyed of the name. And then, of course, as it went on by 1935, 
my dad and two other brothers who also were of the anointed, they 
celebrated the Memorial of Christ's Death. By that time, I knew a 
little more about it from what Dad would tell us about a paradise 
earth and that this wicked system of things would go out of 
existence. And he went there to celebrate, and I know we had a lot 
of snow yet because next morning my mother, when she woke us 
up, she said would we go to the next town where they were 
celebrating to find out what happened to Dad because he didn't 
come home. 

 
Interviewer: Oh, you mean he went to… 
 
Veronika Fassler: To another brother's house, which was about, oh, I would say 

about five miles from home. 
 
Interviewer: For this celebration? 
 
Veronika Fassler: Right, right. 
 

http://collections.ushmm.org 
Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection

This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source and may contain inaccuracies. 
It has been produced in partnership with the The World Headquarters of Jehovah’s Witnesses. 



Interviewer: And then he never came home at night? 
 
Veronika Fassler: And he didn't come home, and we didn't know what happened. I 

think my mom already kind of had an idea what happened. But 
when we got there, I remember, of course, being a little girl, the 
snow came up to my knees where we had to walk. There was no 
other way of getting there. And just, we were not even quite there 
yet and the wife of the one brother came out, and she was crying. 
She said the priest from the town in Inzell went to the police, and 
he turned them in. And the police came and picked them up and 
took them off to jail. 

 
Interviewer: I see. Well, what was the law that they had broken or was there any 

law that they had broken? 
 
Veronika Fassler: Now I'm not sure, but I think Hitler by that time already banned 

Jehovah's Witnesses, but I'm not positive about that anymore. 
 
Interviewer: Well, what was it that Jehovah's Witnesses taught that would cause 

them to be banned? Do you recall that? 
 
Veronika Fassler: Well, they, of course, taught that it is God's Kingdom, which is the 

salvation of mankind, and not Hitler because everybody had to hail 
Hitler, and I think that was one of the major things besides they 
would not take part in wars. They were neutral, and so that was 
one major point in it. 

 
[0:10:00] 
 
Interviewer: How old was your father at that time, 1935 you said, when he was 

picked up – approximately. 
 
Veronika Fassler: Thirty-five. Back then he was 36, yeah. 
 
Interviewer: And he had his whole family to take care of yet. 
 
Veronika Fassler: Yes, yes. 
 
Interviewer: Now, who picked them up? Was it the Gestapo, you said? 
 
Veronika Fassler: No, not at that time. That was just local police, the one that the 

priest went to. They picked him up and took him to a town named 
Traunstein to the jail there, and he was jailed there for close to a 
year, and the other brothers, too. 
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Interviewer: Now, was that a large congregation he was with or a small 
congregation? 

 
Veronika Fassler: There was no congregation yet in that area. It was just some of the 

brothers that met in individual homes here and there.  
 
Interviewer: Kind of a study group like. 
 
Veronika Fassler: Right, that's what it was. 
 
Interviewer: How was he treated in that jail? 
 
Veronika Fassler: He wasn't treated badly then from what I recollect. I mean, he had 

enough food to eat. He looked the same when he came home again, 
so these are all basically local humble people in that area. There 
were some who really were Nazis, but some of them I remember I 
always cringed when I would see them because they were so intent 
of saying "Heil Hitler" to me, and I didn't want to reply that way. 

 
Interviewer: Oh, so they would make it a point to _____ [crosstalk] 
 
Veronika Fassler: [Crosstalk] Oh, yes. Oh, yes [laughs]. 
 
Interviewer: I see. How many people would you say in that small community 

belonged to the Nazi party that you knew of. 
 
Veronika Fassler: I would say a handful maybe, maybe 10, maybe 12 that really were 

deep into it. 
 
Interviewer: I see. 
 
Veronika Fassler: In fact, I remember just briefly at one time when elections came 

for Hitler, they came with a big car. They wanted to pick up Dad to 
take him to the elections because they knew he wasn't going to go. 
And they thought well, maybe he will go if they pick him up, but it 
didn't work [laughs]. 

 
Interviewer: So your father refused? 
 
Veronika Fassler: Oh, yeah, yeah. He didn't want any part of it because the Bible 

says not to be any part of this world. 
 
Interviewer: So he wouldn't vote for Hitler? 
 
Veronika Fassler: Oh, no, no. He wasn't going to vote for anybody basically. 
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Interviewer: Politically they were neutral? 
 
Veronika Fassler: Right, right. 
 
Interviewer: How did your mother feel at this time? Can you tell us about her 

feelings, her emotions? 
 
Veronika Fassler: My mother was very–it was very difficult for my mother because 

she was such a strict Catholic. She would, when she was learning 
her trade as a dressmaker, she would put the ten pfennigs she got 
every day for a bowl of soup for lunch. She would put it in the 
church and eat the slice of bread that she got dry for lunch. That's 
how strict a Catholic she was. Of course, then she saw by my dad's 
change, the way he changed when he started studying the Bible. 
[S]he saw that wonderful change in him and what a good man he 
had become. That made her think and, of course, also many of the 
things that Dad pointed out to her. That made her think, and by the 
time I was 11 years old, she left the Catholic Church because I 
remember we children got out automatically. My older brother 
who was 14 already, he had to sign himself because after 14, you 
had to sign yourself for it. 

 
Interviewer: Oh, I see, okay. So your father became one of Jehovah's Witnesses 

first? 
 
Veronika Fassler: Oh, yes, yes. And I do remember because my parents had 

Jehovah's Witness friends in Munich, who would come sometimes 
to visit us, and that sister was very strong. And my mother wrote to 
her that she took a bath, which was–which signified… Because 
they were afraid that the letters and everything would be read by 
the Gestapo, she was letting her know that she got baptized. 
[laughs] So that's how she… 

 
Interviewer: So Jehovah's Witnesses believe in full baptism? 
 
Veronika Fassler: Oh, yes. Oh, yeah – immersion. That is what baptism means. 
 
Interviewer: I see. Well, how did your mother take care of the family all by 

herself, four children? 
 
[0:15:00] 
 
Veronika Fassler: Well, it was very difficult. Of course, my dad yet before he–before 

it got to that point, he built this house. And it was big enough yet 
for another family on top. They rented the top part out to a retired 
professor and his sister from Munich, so they got in a little bit of 

Commented [A8]: pfennigz/pfennigs= German version of 
a cent.  
 

http://collections.ushmm.org 
Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection

This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source and may contain inaccuracies. 
It has been produced in partnership with the The World Headquarters of Jehovah’s Witnesses. 



money, which was very little. Then my mom, because of being a 
dressmaker, she made some money that way. And since she was a 
very good dressmaker, many of those ladies who came from 
northern Germany, who had their summer homes, would bring her 
also–like one lady, she brought her all the shirts from her husband 
to iron them because my mother did it so nice and professionally. 
And another one that was Schimmerfing that was a big travel 
agency in those days, so they had their summer home. In Berlin 
was the travel agency, and they had their summer home there, and 
Mom did their laundry. She was up there at their estate every 
week, two days, where she did the laundry and the ironing. And 
she was able to take us kids up there with her. 

 
Interviewer: Now, what began to happen to your brothers and sisters going to 

school because I would imagine school was mandatory. 
 
Veronika Fassler: Yeah, it was very difficult because of the “Heil Hitler” greeting; 

because we all basically refused. Of course, my older brother, he 
was not in school anymore. He was in … what do you call it here? 
You have to learn a trade for three years, not in school. You go to a 
– I mean, you go to a trade school once a week, but then you 
would be learning the trade, but I was still in school. It was very 
difficult to–not to say “Heil Hitler.” It just was against my grain to 
have to do that and which we refused. But by the time I got out of 
school, of course, in those days we only–I went to the eighth grade. 
That was it because we couldn't afford to go any further.  

 
My sister had a lot of problems. The teacher would come to my 
mother every so often because my sister is three and a half years 
younger than I. And he would say to her: "I really implore you. 
You have to talk to her. She's got to agree to the “Heil Hitler.” I'm 
going to get into troubles. I will have to notify the authorities." He 
always again came, but my mother left it up to my sister. She said, 
"You do what you have to do," so … [laughs]  

 
Interviewer: So the children at that early age were able to take that type of a 

stand? 
 
Veronika Fassler: Yes, that stand, yeah 
 
Interviewer: All right, now that your father got out in 1936, right? 
 
Veronika Fassler: Okay. 
 
Interviewer: What began to happen to him since he was the breadwinner of the 

family? 
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Veronika Fassler: Well, he went back to–his employer loved my dad because he felt 
he was the only honest guy he had there working, and he was a 
good worker. He just would have done everything for my dad. 
And, of course, immediately the next day he was back to work 
there at his job. But it didn't take long until 1937 when Hitler 
instituted the–well, when he revived the army. I forget now what 
you call it. 

 
Interviewer: It's the military … 
 
Veronika Fassler: Military, yeah. 
 
Interviewer: … service. 
 
Veronika Fassler: Right. My dad was one of the first ones. He had to go away for 

four weeks. Of course, he was debating back and forth, ‘What am I 
going to do?’ So, but he said: "It's the duty. I have to go there and 
tell them." And when he got there, when they all were lined up on 
the outside … 

 
Interviewer: The Sportsplatz? 
 
Veronika Fassler: Yeah, around the flagpole. My dad stepped forward and talked to 

the company commander that he cannot take up any weapons; that 
he is neutral. He will not, and that he cannot, salute the flag 
because he had already given his oath to Jehovah God,  

 
[0:20:00] who is the Supreme of the universe, and you cannot serve two 

masters. You cannot give the oath to two people, to two persons. 
So, of course, he ended up in a military prison, but the company 
commander was quite taken in  [sic] by him. He went and visited 
him every so often, brought him fruit. And, of course, it gave my 
dad an opportunity to talk to him about the Bible, to witness to 
him, to tell him more why he doesn't–does take that stand on 
neutrality.  

 
Interviewer: So the company commander was asking him these questions? 
 
Veronika Fassler: Yes, yes. 
 
Interviewer: What was the name of the military prison that he was taken to? Do 

you recall? 
 
Veronika Fassler: I don't remember. The only–I only remember the place. It was 

called Ingolstadt. It was in Bavaria, but I don't remember the place 
what it was called. 
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Interviewer: How many other men were there that day approximately? Do you 
recall standing in line? 

 
Veronika Fassler: Oh, a whole company. I don't know. Is it 100 people that make up 

a company, I think? I think that's what it was. 
 
Interviewer: Your father was the only one who stood? 
 
Veronika Fassler: The only one, yeah. He stepped forward out of all of them. 
 
Interviewer: Now, how long was he in the military prison? 
 
Veronika Fassler: That wasn't that long, only about a half a year, if I remember 

correctly. 
 
Interviewer: How was he treated? 
 
Veronika Fassler: Good. He was treated good there. He had no complaints. Of 

course, then my dad was very–how shall I say? He was used to just 
very simple things. So he was satisfied with anything as long as he 
didn't have to do something that was against his conscience. 

 
Interviewer: So the company commander would come even to visit him. 
 
Veronika Fassler: Oh, yeah, not only once–on various occasions. 
 
Interviewer: Now, after that half a year or rather during that half a year again 

and your mother again had to take care of the children. 
 
Veronika Fassler: Oh, yeah, yes. 
 
Interviewer: And then, by then, your mother had become one of Jehovah's 

Witnesses. 
 
Veronika Fassler: Oh, yeah and I was–by that time I was not home anymore. I was 

about, I would say, eight miles away from home. I was in what 
they called a nursery school. I was trying to become a nursery 
school teacher. That is, actually I wanted to become a nurse for 
infants, and that is how I started out to become–to go to the nursery 
school. And then I was going to go away to schooling later on yet. 

 
Interviewer: So it's sort of like a trade school. 
 
Veronika Fassler: Yes, yeah, it was all a little different in Germany than what it is 

here, basically. 
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Interviewer: Now during that period of time then, did you undergo any type of 
problems when you were going to this trade school? 

 
Veronika Fassler: No, no, I didn't. But, of course, I was not really a Witness, and I 

didn't know any Witnesses in that town either. I don't know if there 
were any at all. There were only a few in that whole wide area. 

 
Interviewer: Now, what happened to your father after he was released from 

prison? 
 
Veronika Fassler: He went back to work, but things seemed to get more critical all 

the time. We were–many times people would tell us, “There in the 
dark, there are all kinds of people—men—milling around our 
house.” And, of course, it was the Gestapo trying to see if anybody 
was meeting there that shouldn't meet there or things like that. Or 
if Dad was going out and if, I don't know, if they would have 
followed him if he went out. I don't know. 

 
Interviewer: So, your family was under constant surveillance. 
 
Veronika Fassler: We were always under surveillance, yeah. 
 
Interviewer: How about the rest of the town? Did the Gestapo watch everybody 

else, too? 
 
Veronika Fassler: Oh, no. No, no. No, they didn't watch anybody else. 
 
Interviewer: That must have put a lot of pressure on the family. 
 
Veronika Fassler: It did. It did put a lot of pressure on the family. And, of course, my 

dad sometimes he would listen to the radio. He would have it so 
low that he only could–because it was really not allowed to listen 
to London or Moscow. And after the people would tell him that 
those men were around the house, he wouldn't do that anymore 
because  

 
[0:25:00] he was afraid they might be able to somehow tap into it on the 

outside from the wires and find out who he was listening to. But, 
of course, he would tell us that the Americans and the Russians are 
coming closer, which was a hope for us—once the war had started, 
which started for us, of course, in 1939, in September. 

 
Interviewer: Now, what happened in 1939? How did the family feel when the 

war started, when Hitler went into Poland? 
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Veronika Fassler: It was a terrible time. It just was horrible because, again, my dad 
was one of the first ones who got his orders. 

Interviewer: Oh, he got called again? 
 
Veronika Fassler: He got called to war. And, of course, he knew that this time it 

would mean his life. It was a horrible time period of–for us 
children. We cried. My mom was all upset, of course. It just–
because we knew we were going to lose him, but he said that's 
what he has to do. He has to tell them that he can't do it. Of course, 
in the meantime, his boss worked feverishly to get him leave to— 
because he said his whole business would break up, and this was 
an important business. It was work for so-and-so many people—if 
they take my dad away. And, of course, my dad left. He went there 
where he had to report. 

 
Interviewer: So your father always obeyed the law. 
 
Veronika Fassler: He obeyed the law. But before he even had a chance to tell them 

his stand, the orders came through that he was relieved. He can go 
back home. He has to go to work. 

 
Interviewer: So his boss was able to intercede? 
 
Veronika Fassler: His boss was able to intercede. He knew some people high up, and 

that's why it happened so fast, but it was a terrible time. Oh, it 
was–it just was devastating for us. But, of course, from that time 
on, Dad was watched more than usually by the Gestapo. 

 
Interviewer: Now, tell me was your father and your family ever able to get 

together with other families of Jehovah's Witnesses to have your 
Bible discussions? 

 
Veronika Fassler: No, not anymore. We would–my dad and as a family, we would 

visit certain families like on a Sunday afternoon for coffee and 
cake. And they had children, and we got together with the children. 
And they, of course, were talking, I guess, about the Bible. But we 
played with the children outside usually while they… 

 
Interviewer: I see so you made it look as if you were just going over for… 
 
Veronika Fassler: For a visit to different ones in different towns. And, of course, 

always we had to walk. There was no other way of transportation. 
It was usually not much further than two or three miles one way 
that we would walk. 
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Interviewer: Were you ever able to receive any of the publications of Jehovah's 
Witnesses from time to time? 

 
Veronika Fassler: I think my dad did, but I don't know how he received them. I just 

know that when I would come home on the weekends, when I was 
away at work already, I would see him read it. And as soon as 
somebody would knock on the door, the literature went down in 
the couch somehow [laughs] so… 

 
Interviewer: So he probably didn't want to tell you children for fear anything 

would happen. 
 
Veronika Fassler: That's right. In fact, even my mom didn't know where he had the 

literature hidden, most of it, because he had it buried under the 
vegetable garden. So–but Mom didn't even know that. 

 
Interviewer: So if she were ever interrogated, she honestly didn't know. 
 
Veronika Fassler: Right, she did not know, yeah. He protected her that way. And, of 

course, I knew that he read it, but he also read the newspaper. So 
when I was finally interrogated, I told them he always, when I 
came home I saw him, read the newspaper. 

 
Interviewer: Oh, they interrogated you? 
 
Veronika Fassler: Well, that was when they finally–when my dad disappeared from 

his place of work one day. 
 
Interviewer: Oh, is that right? Tell us what happened. 
 
Veronika Fassler: That was–I think that was about toward the end of 1942, sometime 

in 1942. 
 
[0:30:00] No, the early part. I'm sorry. I don't remember the dates exactly. It 

must have been the early part of 1942. Two Gestapo men came to 
his place of work. They said, "Schürf, we want to talk to you." 
And, of course, he knew immediately what it was. They wanted to 
talk to him outside and, of course, in the car and off they took with 
him, and my mother never heard from him again. Then the 
Gestapo would come weeks later and they would be so horrible to 
my mom. The names they would call her, they're too vile to 
mention. 

 
Interviewer: Vile? 
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Veronika Fassler: Yes, yes, just absolutely horrible. They turned the house upside 
down. They felt she knew where the literature was. See, that's what 
they were after—the literature—and she didn't know. She didn't 
know except the few that which they found, which Dad had stuck 
down the couch yet, but that is all they found. But in those days the 
only way we had of warming the house and cooking was wood. So 
we had, in the back of the house we had the wood neatly put up 
alongside the house very neat in rows enough for the winter. My 
dad always saw to it that enough wood was there. The Gestapo 
would throw it all down. They would tear up mattresses. They just 
tore the whole house apart when they came looking for the 
literature, and they did that every so often. They would always 
come back again. 

 
Interviewer: What was in the magazines or the literature that was so bad or 

offensive that the Nazis _____ _____ [crosstalk] 
 
Veronika Fassler: [Crosstalk] Well, they didn't–of course, they didn't like to know 

that it is Jehovah God who is going to, by means of his son Christ 
Jesus, who will have the Thousand Year Reign. Hitler was going to 
establish a 1,000-year peaceful whatever he said—I don't know 
exactly—but that this would be brought about through him and not 
through Christ Jesus. And, of course, the literature too showed that 
we are neutral in world's affairs, that we do not take part in this 
horrible war, and that is what they didn't like and many things like 
that. It was just what the Bible had to say; what the literature was 
pointing out. It wasn't any manmade doctrine. It was what the 
Bible had said, and they did not like that. 

 
Interviewer: Now, how did your brothers and sister fare during this period of 

time? 
 
Veronika Fassler: Well, my sister was at–well, that of course was when they finally 

took my mother too. The Gestapo finally took my mother, which 
was in '43, 1943. 

 
Interviewer: They took you mother too? 
 
Veronika Fassler: Yeah, they took my mother too, which was a relief for my mother 

because she was no longer subjected to the terrible things the 
Gestapo did and called her. It just was awful. In fact, the day they 
called her– we had a lot of Polish people at that time. I think they 
were refugees or whatever. They came in from Poland, you know, 
while the war was going on. But they had the strict orders not to 
fraternize with Germans. 
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I just mention this very briefly because this shows you how 
horrible that Gestapo was because on the day they took my mom, 
there was in the next town there was a young girl about 18 years 
old. And there was–she was–she belonged to the German 
association of young girls, the Hitler-Jugend as they called it. And 
there was this young Polish boy, she always tried to talk to him, 
but he knew that he would get in trouble if he would talk to her. 
And so he just looked away whenever she tried to talk to him. And 
he eventually angered her so much that she turned him in. She said 
he attacked her. So the day the Gestapo picked up my mom, they 
went first out in the woods.  

 
[0:35:00] They had all the Polish people assembled and that young Polish 

boy. And they made my mother get out of the car, too, or they had 
left her in the car. But in any case, they made her look, too, what 
they were doing. They hanged. This Gestapo man—Grimm was 
his name, G-R-I-M-M. He hung that Polish boy. So it was–they 
were a vicious, vicious type of people.  

 
And, of course, then they took her up to Munich into the prison. 
And I was away in that school, incidentally, near Munich at that 
time when they took my mom. And I'll never forget it, it just was 
horrible when I left my mom that time. It's as if I knew I wasn't 
going to see her that soon anymore. When she took me to the 
railroad station and I left, I just cried so badly, and it was two 
weeks later after they took her. 
 
So—and, when I got the letter from my sister who was 14 then; she 
was working for a family. That was one of the things we had to do. 
We either had to go and wear the uniform, what they called 
"arbeitsding," for a year. It was a brown uniform just like the 
Brown Shirts had almost or work for a family that had more–that 
had three kids or more for a year in a household. And that is what 
my sister just did then. She worked for that lady in the household, 
and there was nothing wrong with that, you know, to help out that 
way. But, I mean, neither one of us would have gone and put that 
uniform on. That was out of the question. 
 
And she wrote me a letter where I was, and in those days it took 
two days before I got the letter. When I got her letter, I 
immediately went to the office. But they already had been notified, 
too, that morning to release me because they cannot have people 
there—children of people who do not support the State. I said, 
“Don't worry. I would leave anyway. I wouldn't leave my young 
brother home alone and my sister.” 
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But before I went home, I got very angry—my feelings when they 
took my mother—that was anger, and I can't quite explain it. I 
thought, ‘I'm going straight to the Gestapo.’ I went right into 
Munich to the headquarters of the Gestapo, fearless, when I think 
back on it [laughs]. But I think it was the anger that I had in me; 
that they did that to us. And at that time I was just about 17. I was 
a young girl. I was a child basically. And I noticed this other man 
behind me whistling at me, and I just kept on going. I didn't turn 
around, and I went into the main office. And I said who I was and 
that I want to know where my dad was and where my mom was. 
 
And, of course, they stood up and said "Heil Hitler!" when I 
walked in. 
 
And I said, "Good morning." 
 
They said, "We greet with ‘Heil Hitler’ here." 
 
I said, "Well, if I do that, I belong to the same organization who 
has taken away my parents." 
 
In the meantime, that other man came in, and he was that 
Mr. Grimm who took my mom and who took my dad. And I said, 
"I want to know if my dad is still alive because my mother never 
heard." She never–and she was too scared to ask. We never got 
anything. We never got any notification or any letters from him. 
He was not allowed to write. 
 
And they said, "Well, he's in Dachau." 
 
And I said, "I would like to see him." 
 
"Of course, you can't see him! Besides, he under the jurisdiction of 
the public prosecutor." 
 
"Well, who is the public prosecutor?" I wasn't going to give up that 
easy [laughs]. 
 
And they told me, "He's in the Palace of Justice, and his name is 
Dr. Leitz." Of course, they didn't think I would find almost a friend 
in Dr. Leitz. 
 
But, anyway, I said, "I want to see my mom." 
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"OK," he said, "You can see your mom. She's still here in Munich 
in prison," which, incidentally, was within walking distance from 
my aunt. 
 

[0:40:00] I was going to stay with my aunt overnight anyway because it was 
getting too late in the day. Besides, I wanted to go to Dachau first. 
First, I went on a train out to Dachau. And I can't tell anyone the 
feeling when I walked in there. It just–I just had a feeling that there 
was a lot of evil in there. Bad things were going on. And I inquired 
about my dad. They said: "Oh, he isn't in here. He is in a building. 
He's in solitary confinement." 

 
 And I said, "Well, where is the building?" 
 
 "Well, that is outside. It's a little further away, but he will end up in 

here," they said, you know. 
 
 So, well, I thought maybe I'd better just leave that for the time 

being and go and see my mom and tell her that I will be home to 
take care of the kids, which I did, and she was very happy about it. 
She said: "Don't worry about me. I'll be fine." 

 
 From there, I went to the public prosecutor in the Palace of Justice, 

and he interrogated me for nearly two hours. He had a big, big, 
huge cardboard box of all literature from the Witnesses, books, and 
Watchtowers, and you name it, he had it. And all those things I had 
seen of my dad. Many times, I have seen that. And he questioned 
me and questioned me. I said: "Well, I really don't know about my 
dad's activities. I've been working there in Reit im Winkl" was the 
town's name in the nursery school and kindergarten. It was a 
combination. "Whenever I came home, my dad was sitting on the 
couch and reading the newspaper," which was true. I didn't lie to 
him. He did that, too. I didn't need to tell him that I saw him read 
the literature [laughs]. 

 
 So, after he could get nothing out of me. He wanted to know if I 

know any of the other Witnesses, all that kind of stuff. I said, "No, 
I don't know anybody." I really–I said I'm not a Witness, and I was 
working there in a kindergarten and enjoyed my work, et cetera. 
And then he after two hours, he said something very striking. He 
said: "I wished everyone was a Witness. We wouldn't have this 
terrible war." I looked. I thought did I hear right? But then he said: 
"It just isn't possible. I wished we would just put all the Witnesses 
on an island. They are the best people." 
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 And, of course, I knew enough. I said: "Well, but that wouldn't 
work. They have to tell other people about it." [Laughs] I knew 
enough about it that they have to give a witness, you know. 

 
 "Yeah, but under this arrangement, it doesn’t work," he said. "We 

can't let them free." 
 
 And then I said: "Would you tell me where my dad is exactly?" 

And, of course, he confirmed what they told me in Dachau. I said: 
"May I see my dad? Please let me see my dad." I just begged him 
to let me see my dad. 

 
 He said: "Come back tomorrow. I'll think about it." He said: "Do 

you have anywhere else to stay here?" 
 
 I said, "Yeah, I stay with my aunt." And I told him where my aunt 

lived. 
 

Next day I went back. He said: "I thought about it." He said: 
"Here's a slip. You go and see your dad." 

 
Interviewer: Now, this was who now? 
 
Veronika Fassler: The public prosecutor. His name was Dr. Leitz. 
 
Interviewer: He gave you … 
 
Veronika Fassler: Permission to see my dad. 
 
Interviewer: How did you feel when you saw your dad? 
 
Veronika Fassler: Oh, that was awful. When I saw my dad–my dad was tall and erect. 

That's how I always had him in mind. He was bent over from 
starvation. He was only skin and bones. All this time he was in 
solitary confinement on bread and water. How he even lived yet I 
don't know. Of course, it was this–it was like a dungeon where 
they led me into. 

 
[0:45:00] They had all those who were in solitary confinement in that 

building. And, of course, when I saw my dad, I started crying. 
And, of course, he cried. And then I told him, I said: "I'm going 
home. They took Mom, but she is okay." 

 
 And he said he just was so overjoyed that I was in there. I had ten 

minutes with him, of course with a guard there, but my dad was far 
away from me. There was–there were iron bars in between. I was 
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on one side, and he was on the other side. And I'd already planned 
my next step what I was going to do. And he said all he wanted 
was the Bible. "Can you get me the Bible?" 

 
 I said: "I'll try very hard, Dad. I really will try." And, of course, I 

told him that I was away in school. Everybody's fine at home, and I 
will be home. I will take care of Herbert, who was just a little boy, 
and, of course, Marta was still very young. And then I left, and I 
went straight back to the public prosecutor. I thought, ‘Well, I'll 
try. I'll do what I can.’ And I just broke down there. I just cried so 
bitterly. I said: "He can't live much longer the way he is. Please let 
me bring in some food to him." I said: "Can I come again?" 

 
 He said, "Come again in four weeks." He said, "You can bring 

something but not–just something like a cake or cookies or 
something like that but nothing else." Of course, we were on strict 
rations in those days. 

 
 And, oh, I also say to him yet: "And all he wanted was the Bible. 

He asked me to bring the Bible to him. Can't you allow me to bring 
him the Bible?" 

 
 He said, "Well, if you bring the Bible," he said, "he can only have 

the New Testament." 
 
 "Well," I said—I knew enough somehow—"but just the Old 

Testament is just as important as the New Testament." I didn't 
know why, but I knew it was just as important. 

 
 And then he said, "Well, just bring the Bible next time and bring a 

cake, and I'll look at it all." 
 
 Four weeks promptly I was back to the public prosecutor. In a 

meantime, I put everything in that cake we had. We were on very 
strict rations. I put all the butter in it. I put all the eggs in it. I think 
we only got about one egg a week at that time. Later on, it was one 
egg a month what we got. And I put the sugar in. Strangely 
enough, that cake really–it worked out [laughs]. I mean, it 
apparently became a nice cake. And I took it into the public 
prosecutor. I took the Bible with me. He looked at the cake. He 
said: "It's okay. You take it with you. I give you another visitation 
right to him." And he said–he thumbed through the Bible. He said, 
"I just don't know what harm that Bible could do." 
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 I said: "It won't do him any harm. He's in solitary confinement 
anyway. I said, "What could he do in there with the Bible?"  He 
said okay. He wrote a note in it that my dad can have that Bible. 

 
Of course, when I got there again and the warden saw me, I 
thought he was going to hit the ceiling. He got all red in his face 
and that I was allowed to see my dad again and even bring him a 
cake and bring him the Bible? But my dad had such self-control he 
eat a little bit of that cake every day. He didn't just wolf it all 
down. He thought maybe this way he can extend it, and it may do 
him more good than eat it all at once. 
 
So that is what I established every four weeks. I would see my dad 
and bring him a cake. 

 
Interviewer: You went to Dachau every four weeks? 
 
Veronika Fassler: Yes, yes. It was not within the confines of the camp. 
 
[0:50:00] It was further out. 
 
Interviewer: One of the sub-camps. 
 
Veronika Fassler: Yeah, yeah. I didn't feel that bad in it than when I went into the 

camp itself at first when I thought my dad was in there because 
that's what I thought when they said it, you know. 

 
 So in the meantime, of course, I also found out where my mom 

was. She ended up in Dachau also in one of those sub-camps. She 
was with five sisters in one cell. So that was encouragement for all 
of them that the sisters were all together. And a guard took them to 
a tailor shop every morning, and the tailor sometimes could get 
little bit of extra food on the side—I don't know where he got it 
from—and he would feed the sisters. They had to make mattresses 
in there, sew mattresses. 

 
Interviewer: So he was helping them. 
 
Veronika Fassler: Yeah. 
 
Interviewer: Now, was he one of Jehovah's Witnesses? 
 
Veronika Fassler: No, no but he must have–I'm sure those sisters really must have 

given him a witness many times [laughs] because he was good to 
them. And the guard would pick them up again at night and take 
them back. 
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Interviewer: So, they had to go into town someplace or … 
 
Veronika Fassler: Yeah, into the town of Dachau. That was in the town of Dachau 

where they had to go to the tailor shop. 
 
Interviewer: So, you were allowed to see her as well? 
 
Veronika Fassler: Once in awhile, yes, yeah. And then I told her, of course, about 

Dad, that Dad was doing better. But then something terrible 
happened yet. I don't know if you have all that time. My dad has–
see, my dad was in solitary confinement because he had to have a 
trial yet. 

 
Interviewer: Oh, he didn't even have a trial as yet? 
 
Veronika Fassler: No. And, of course, when the trial came up, I went to the public 

prosecutor, of course, every four weeks and I told him. In the 
meantime, my brother, of course, was drafted into the army when 
he was 18, and he was fighting in Russia. He was not one of the 
Witnesses. I mean, he knew it was the truth but that was all. He 
had, otherwise, no knowledge. 

 
And so I told the public prosecutor, Dr. Leitz, I told him: "My 
brother is supposed to come home soon on vacation. And I know 
my mom is still under the jurisdiction of the Gestapo, but I don't 
want to go there anymore. But when he comes home, would you 
call the Gestapo? Maybe if you would call them, maybe they 
would let out my mom for the two weeks when my brother comes 
home. After all, he's a soldier for Germany." I mean, I knew how 
to talk it up [laughs]. 

 
Interviewer: So your brother wasn't one of Jehovah's Witnesses? 
 
Veronika Fassler: No. 
 
Interviewer: So they might possibly let her out. 
 
Veronika Fassler: Right, right, yeah. So, what happens with the same train that I went 

home from Munich again, my brother gets off the train. Well, 
next–he got home earlier. So next morning, we went straight back 
to the public prosecutor, and I told him what happened. And he 
laughed because I again asked him–I say to my brother to wait 
outside. "I want to prepare him first that you are here already, you 
know." And so I told him again, "Would you please call the 
Gestapo?" 
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And he laughed. He said: "Well, if you have that much trust in me, 
I guess I have to call them." And he did, but the answer was no. 
And then he sat there and he said–I still see him. He said: "I don't 
know. If I let your dad out, I have to fear that he doesn’t come 
back." I mean, I wouldn't have dreamed to even ask for my dad, 
the worst criminal in solitary confinement on bread and water, to 
let him out? That wouldn't have come into my mind to ask for him. 
He suggested it. He said: "Send your brother in because he pays 
with his life if your dad doesn’t come back." I couldn't believe my 
ears what I was hearing. 
 
Of course, my brother said: "Oh, I can! I can put my life on the 
table for him because my dad will be back a day earlier rather than 
a day later." 
 

[0:55:00] He said, "Okay." Here is the sache, see. They couldn't do anything 
where my dad was because he was under this Dr. Leitz. He hadn't 
had his trial yet, so–which I just began to realize later on, you 
know. So we both went there, my brother and I. 

 
And the warden just–I thought he was going to have a heart attack 
that's how red he got in his face, and he said: "What do you want 
again? You were just here!" I said–no–"What do you bring again 
today?" 
 
I said: "I'm not bringing anything. I'm going to pick up my dad 
today." [Laughs] Oh, I thought he was just hitting the ceiling. So, 
but as weak as my dad was, we had to hold him, both my brother 
on one side and I on the other to get him onto the train and then to 
a streetcar really, and then from the streetcar to the train to get him 
home. And, of course, at that point, I think I, meaning good, I fed 
my dad all kinds of things the first and second day. Then he got 
sick. You know, his system wasn't able to take it. But then farmers 
came along. They brought butter and eggs and flour because they 
knew we didn't have anything. I mean, everybody was just as nice 
as could be. And, in fact, I have pictures from that time when we 
had my dad home for two weeks, when my brother was home for 
two weeks. 
 
And my dad, by the time the trial came he stood erect again 
because the trial was soon thereafter then, and Dad was again 
standing by himself. Of course, my dad went back again when my 
brother's time was up, and my brother went back. And it wasn't 
long thereafter Dr. Leitz informed me, "The trial is going to be 
next week," he said, when I was there once. 

Interviewer: Now, when was that—what year, what month? 
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Veronika Fassler: That–oh, I don't remember the month. 
 
Interviewer: The year? 
 
Veronika Fassler: That was in 1944. It must have been about the middle of the year. 

Yeah, it was in the middle of the year or even in springtime. I'm 
not sure anymore. But it may have been closer to the middle of the 
year because my mom had it–my mom had her trial about three 
months later. But my dad had his trial, and I said to Dr. Leitz, "I 
want to be there." 

 
 He said no. He said: "I don't want you to be there because that will 

be a bad trial. We have to propose the death sentence for your 
dad." 

 
 I said, "Regardless, I want to be there." 
 
 And he said: "Well, it's up to you. I cannot tell you you can't be 

there because you can. You're allowed to be there." But he said: 
"Bring somebody with you." Of course, my uncle tried to persuade 
me not to go, but he wouldn't let me go alone either, so he went 
with me. But in any case, the trial was supposed to be in one week. 
When he told me that, I immediately went to that sister's husband. 
The sister was in jail in the meantime, too. I mentioned earlier that 
my parents were close with a family in Munich. He was a diplôme 
d'ingénieur. He was not in the truth, but he was very favorable 
toward the Witnesses, but his wife was in jail. The daughter 
worked somewhere. I'm not sure where the daughter was working 
at the time. But I felt I have to send my brother a letter where he 
pleads for the life of his dad and have his company commander 
sign it. And I thought I am not–I didn't feel, I knew the words 
enough to write really a heartrending letter of a son, so I went to 
him. I told him what was happening. I, incidentally, saw him 
occasionally to find out about his wife and to tell him about my 
parents. 

 
[1:00:00] And he set up the letter. I immediately mailed it to my brother, 

knowing that it would take two weeks before he would get it, 
knowing that it takes another two weeks before I get it back. The 
trial was in a week. Well, I went back to Munich in a week. The 
trial is postponed for four weeks. [Laughs] Somehow, I think 
Jehovah was directing things. Anyway, when I went back in four 
weeks and the trial was there and there were many there who were 
called as witnesses from our area. Now my dad had talked to these 
occasionally and, of course, talked to them about the Bible and… 
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Interviewer: And they were there to talk, to say that your father had been… 
 
Veronika Fassler: Yeah, they were there because my father had talked to them, and 

occasionally he gave them literature. And, but my father, when he 
was questioned about it, he would not say anything. 

 
Interviewer: And why was that? 
 
Veronika Fassler: He would not answer them because he did not want them to get 

into problems because of him answering in affirmative that he had 
supplied them with literature. He was looking out for them so that 
they would not end up where he was. So the judge got very angry 
at my dad and he broke off the trial abruptly. He said, "We will 
have a quick trial from now on," which was very bad because they 
immediately rushed my dad outside. Of course, at that point, I just–
I was there with my uncle because he would not let me go there 
alone. I started crying and sobbing and ran out the door. 

 
And there was Dad yet with the police who were going to 
incarcerate him again or something, and I pleaded with him. I said: 
"Dad, please, they already say that you gave them the literature. 
Nothing is going to happen to them. They have said that they 
received literature from you, but it makes it very bad for you. Why 
don't you admit that you have done it as the judge wanted you to 
admit?" And I just sobbed. 
 
And his lawyer, who was an appointed lawyer, of course, by the 
court, he said: "Would you admit that now?" he said, "because I 
can tell you this looks very bad now. You will have a quick 
hearing, and then it will be the death sentence." 
 
He said, "Well, is too late?" 
 
And the lawyer said: "Let me go into the judge's chamber. Let me 
see if I can persuade him to continue on the same protocol," they 
called it. And he could persuade the judge, and they continued on 
on the same trial. And my dad admitted, yes, he supplied them 
with literature. And then when the trial was over, the judge said 
they just that morning received a letter from my dad's son who is 
fighting on the Russian front pleading for the life of his father. And 
he read the letter and the letter was really–nobody's eyes remained 
dry. It was a good letter. See, I really didn't know what exactly was 
in it because the husband of that sister wrote it, and I gave him the 
address of my brother. I mailed it myself, but I didn't know what 
he wrote. 
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[1:05:00] And I think everybody was somewhat–because of a son pleading 
for the life of his father, what it basically amounted to. And then 
the judge said: "Normally, I would propose the death sentence. But 
under these circumstances that the son is pleading for the life of his 
father—the son who is fighting for the country." Of course, they 
played it up. "So we give him seven years of hard labor and then 
security." In other words, concentration camp for life. That was the 
sentence. So that was my dad's trial. 

 
 And then, at that point because my dad was home not long before 

then, he was standing there erect, not from starvation bent over. 
And then he was sent to an outpost of Dachau, which was an 
ammunitions factory where they send many of the prisoners to 
work there. But my dad didn't know it at the outset, and he went 
there. And when he realized where he was, he said to the…what do 
you call them? 

 
Interviewer: The commandant? 
 
Veronika Fassler: …The commandant of the camp. He said, "Just send me right 

back." He said, "I cannot work here for conscience sake." And he 
gave him a big witness why. And the commandant was so upset. 
He said, "Schürf, you know what is going to happen to you. You 
will be shot on the spot." 

 
 Well, my dad said, "So be it, but I cannot do that." And, of course, 

gave him scriptural proof why he cannot do that. 
 
 And the commandant just didn't know what to do. He said: "OK, 

you stay here until this evening. I take you to my house. You stay 
the night in my house," which was outside the camp. He didn't 
send him back. My dad had a long talk with him that evening yet 
about the Bible. "Well," he said, "I really can use you. I need 
somebody anyway." He had a small farm yet and it was-he would 
just once in while use different prisoners to work his farm. He said, 
"You just stay here permanently on my farm." He was not about to 
send him back to the camp. 

 
Interviewer: Isn't that something? 
 
Veronika Fassler: That is really something. So then, I tried to visit him there once, 

and the commandant let me talk to him. I know where–he told me 
where he was. The commandant talked to me. He was tending to 
his garden. My dad was working in his garden [laughs]. And he 
said: "I really don't want you to come anymore. You have seen 
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your dad now. You know that he is taken care of, but I will get into 
troubles if I let you come here." 

 
 And I said: "That's fine. I know my dad is OK. I won't come 

anymore." I told Dad: "I'll see you after the war," [laughs] of 
course, still not knowing whether we will see each other, you 
know, because we didn't know how things would go. 

 
Interviewer: But by then the war… 
 
Veronika Fassler: …was getting toward its end, yeah. Then, of course, the trial came 

up for my mom, which was about three months later. They found 
because they couldn't prove that she knew anything about the 
literature, where he had the literature, they gave her 16 months, 
which she was already in it more than that but she still–they still 
wouldn't let her come home. 

 
[1:10:00] And in the meantime, this Dr. Leitz I always went to, he was 

relieved of his position. He was no longer allowed to handle 
Jehovah's Witnesses because he was too lenient to my dad, so he 
had real criminals under him. Besides, he was transferred 
somewhere out of Munich, and I didn't know who to contact about 
my mom. She had her trial and it was over, and she wasn't coming 
home. 

 
So, I finally found where he was, and I looked him up again. My 
cousin in Munich, she went with me. And I said: "Dr. Leitz, I 
know you are not–you have been relieved of Jehovah's Witnesses. 
But could you talk to the one who is in charge of Mom because she 
still hasn't come home, and she was supposed to be home." 

 
And he took down the name of who was in charge. He said, "Let me see what I can do." 

You know and, of course, that was the last time I saw Dr. Leitz. A 
week later, suddenly the door opens at home and my mom came 
home. Interviewer: How did you feel? 

 
Veronika Fassler: Oh, indescribable to have Mom home at least and then to… 
 
Interviewer: What did she look like? 
 
Veronika Fassler: She looked fine. She, she didn't starve like my dad did, you know, 

the first time, the first years, because of the tailor. The tailor would 
give the Witnesses always a little bit of food and just a little bit. 
Besides, it wasn't as bad there than solitary confinement, 
apparently. I mean certain areas, true, they starved them to death 
also in the camp, you know. But, I mean, my dad had it as bad as 
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in the camp. Let's put it that way. But where Mom was, it wasn't 
that bad. She didn't have it that bad. 

 
 So, and then the war started getting gradually to an end. We could 

hear–we could hear the guns already. The Americans were getting 
closer and closer, and we were so glad. Yet, I was petrified 
because I was in so many air raids whenever I would go to Munich 
to see my mom and my dad, because I would stay with my uncle 
and my aunt in Munich. And I was in some horrible, horrible air 
raids. And, of course, the Palace of Justice was right in the center 
of Munich. 

 
 Once when I got to Dr. Leitz—I'll never forget it—one of the 

bombs went off right next door. It was what they called a blind 
one. It didn't go off when it fell. It had a timing device to it, and it 
went off. And I just—my nerves were so bad—I just started 
crying, and I couldn't stop crying. That's how my nerves were 
shattered from all of it, you know. 

 
 Then I was scared to death. The Americans came close. I was glad 

and yet scared. I didn't know what we could expect. Then suddenly 
we had an SS man–all the SS withdrew into the mountains where 
we lived. There was an SS man right outside on the corners. There 
was a crossroads where my parents' house stands. And there was 
an SS man with grenades and everything, and the Americans were 
getting closer. I was so scared. I said, "Let's leave," to my mom. 
"Everybody, let's go! Let's go! We will be completely annihilated 
by the Americans if that SS man starts throwing hand grenades at 
them when they come." Fortunately enough, he left earlier. He was 
smart enough to leave before the Americans came [laughs]. 

 
 Well, of course, before the Americans came yet, they came at 

noontime. But midnight before, I suddenly heard a voice; knocking 
on the window. We always slept by open windows. "Mom, open 
the door." It was Dad. The Americans had opened up the prisons 
and concentration camps, and partly he came home with 
Americans in his uniform, you know, and partly with the SS. I 
don't understand to this date why they didn't shoot him yet with the 
ones that were retreating into the mountains 

 
[1:15:00] and then again with the Americans, you know [laughs]. So that 

was the story, and then… 
 
Interviewer: How did your mother feel when she saw your dad? 
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Veronika Fassler: Oh my, that was a wonderful reunion. And to top it all off, I mean, 
we never dreamed that we ever would be a family again. We didn't 
dream that in the beginning, when it all happened. Two weeks 
later, my brother came. He was a prisoner of war of the Americans. 
He came out from Russia. At the last minute he was in–I think it 
was called Stalingrad, which was surrounded. He was one of the 
last ones to come out. And two weeks after the war finished, here 
comes my brother. The whole family was together again. We never 
dreamed we would be. Then my brother was the first one who 
became a Witness, and he has been an elder in the congregation 
since years and years now, back home. Next one, I was. I accepted 
it, and I was baptized in '57. I started studying yet in '54, about a 
month after I came to this country. I was baptized in '57, January 
of '57, so… 

 
Interviewer: It's a very interesting experience that you just shared with us. You 

have some pictures you'd like to show us of your father, and so on. 
 
Veronika Fassler: Yes, I do. 
 
Interviewer: Maybe I'll turn off the camera for just a minute and let you get 

those. 
 
Veronika Fassler: This is the picture. In fact, it was taken in 1934 before my dad was 

in prison the first time. And my little brother, my younger brother 
hasn't even been born yet. It's–my grand mom is on it too but, 
otherwise, it's the whole family. 

 
Interviewer: All right. Next picture? 
 
Veronika Fassler: Now, this one was taken too long before the war. It's my mom and 

my dad. I don't know how old the picture is. 
Interviewer: All right. 
 
Veronika Fassler: Now, this is a picture… 
 
Interviewer: All right. 
 
Veronika Fassler: …which was taken when my dad was out of prison for about two 

weeks, when my brother was home on furlough from the army. 
 
Interviewer: OK, just hold it a little bit this way like that because it's… 
 
Veronika Fassler: OK, all right. And you can see on here that my dad can stand up 

erect again. 
Interviewer: That's after he was eating? 

Commented [A12]: The confirmed city in Russia of the 
1940s. Today it is known as Volgograd.  
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Veronika Fassler: After he got some nourishment to himself again. He's still skinnier 
than what he used to be, but you can tell. 

 
Interviewer: That was about 1943 or '44? 
 
Veronika Fassler: Yes, about 1944, the early part of 1944. This is another one, 

similar, with my brother while he was home on furlough from the 
army. Now, that is a picture of my mom and my dad after the war. 
Unfortunately, I am not a very good picture taker. I took Dad's hair 
off here. OK, and this one is my dad. It's a picture from when he 
died in November of 1990. The picture was taken maybe a year 
before then. 

 
Interviewer: OK, thank you. 
 
Veronika Fassler: You're welcome. 
 
Interviewer: Now, how would you describe the experiences that you went 

through? The way human beings can treat other people, whether 
they be Jehovah's Witnesses, or Gypsies, or Jewish people, or 
Blacks? 

 
Veronika Fassler: It is incredible. It is almost you feel what people sometimes do to 

other people is satanic. 
 
[1:20:00] It couldn't be any different. I remember my dad used to call Hitler 

a tool of Satan, and that he certainly was. And anyone who would 
commit such horrible things, just peace-loving people just because 
they believe what God's Word says, to tear the families apart, to 
put such heartache on all of them. It's incredible. It is really 
incredible. 

 
Interviewer: Well, what would you say to people today who say that the 

Holocaust, that those atrocities, never took place or it's just an 
exaggeration? 

 
Veronika Fassler: I would tell them we have lived through it. It's not even–you 

cannot even describe it as bad as it really was. You cannot take 
pictures to make it look as bad as it really was. That is the only 
thing I can say, because you have to go through it. You have to 
experience to really believe what they have done to mankind. 

 
Interviewer: Did your family come in contact with Jewish people, and Gypsies, 

and other people who were also persecuted where you happened to 
live? 
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Veronika Fassler: To some extent, yes, because I do remember my mom was not 
taken away by the Gestapos yet. It was even earlier when the 
persecution of the Jews started because I remember her saying and 
I didn’t–I was still too young. I didn't understand what it meant 
because there was a Jewish family not far away from us in another 
town where we usually went to do our bigger shopping, because it 
was a bigger town than ours. And one shop owner, that shop was 
owned by a Jewish family, and Mom always went there. And 
apparently, they were taken away, you know, and bitterly 
persecuted. I don't know if they ever got–if they got out of it alive 
or not. I don't know, [clears throat] excuse me. I don't know what 
happened to the family, but I remember my mother used to cry 
over it. She'd say: "They were such nice people. What they did to 
them!" 

 
You know, but people in general didn't know too much, at least in 
our area. They didn't know that much in general what was going 
on. Many people didn't believe in concentration camps. In fact, 
there is a German lady over here. I've been witnessing to her on 
and off. I just kind of found her again since I moved down here 
because she used to live also in another section of town. And I've 
known her for over 40–no, not 40 years–30 years. And in the 
beginning, she wouldn't believe it. She was from Osburg, 
Germany. She said, "I think that is all propaganda of the 
Americans." 
 
I said: "No way, Isolde. That is real. We have gone through it and I 
have witnessed." I mean, I have told her many of the things. And I 
think she believes it now what really had happened. 

 
Interviewer: Now, after, of course, after the war and so on, when did you get 

married? 
 
Veronika Fassler: May I not answer that for the moment? 
 
Interviewer: You want to stop? 
 
Veronika Fassler: Yeah, can I stop? 
 
Interviewer: Picture of your daughter? Go ahead. 
 
Veronika Fassler: That's right. She was born in 1950, and she's, of course, also one of 

Jehovah's Witnesses. In fact, with her husband she was up in 
Bethel for almost three years. Her husband was up there almost 
seven years. 

 

Commented [A13]: Confirmed city of Western Germany.   
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Interviewer: OK. Did you get married in Germany or did you get married here? 
 
Veronika Fassler: That was over there, yeah, and we came to this country. My 

daughter and I, we came into this country. Her dad died. We came 
into this country in end of 1954, just she and I. 

 
[1:25:00] And we were here I think less than two weeks when I realized that 

the Kingdom Hall was only about two blocks away from us. And 
whenever I would go there, there was no meeting. And for some 
reason, I don't know, I didn't see the meeting time on it. Maybe I 
just didn't look good enough or because I was new in this country 
or whatever. So I wrote them a letter to please send somebody, I 
want to study, but I know that this is what we call the truth. But I 
told them when they came–in fact, the first ones that came to my 
place were Lee and Heaven Scott. They were pioneers from the 
Carolinas, but they were up here in Baltimore. 

 
Interviewer: What do you mean by “pioneers?” 
 
Veronika Fassler: They spent all their time, full-time, in the ministry talking to 

people lovely people. And, of course, later on they turned me over 
to others because they moved back down to Carolina. And then the 
first assembly I went to was 1955 in New York, the Yankee 
Stadium, and then in January of '57 I was baptized. 

 
Interviewer: So that's when you officially became one of Jehovah's Witnesses. 
 
Veronika Fassler: Right, right. 
 
Interviewer: What are your feelings about the fact that the United States, the 

government, has a Holocaust Museum here for people to learn 
about the Holocaust? You think it's a good idea? 

 
Veronika Fassler: I think it's a very good idea because people don't realize what 

really had gone on. And I think it's a good idea for people to see it, 
to see that this system of things is–has to be replaced with God's 
Kingdom because I think, eventually if that wouldn't be the case, 
eventually it could happen again. 

 
Interviewer: You mean that things will change under God's Kingdom? 
 
Veronika Fassler: Oh, definitely. Oh, yes, under God's Kingdom. Under God's 

Kingdom, things will drastically change. All wickedness will be 
done away with. The governments, even if they feel they honestly 
want to make things better also for the little people, they cannot 
erase death and sickness, but God's Kingdom can. And, of course, 
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only people who have love for their next-door neighbor will 
remain under God's Kingdom rule, all those who love Jehovah and 
who obey the commandments of Christ Jesus. 

 
Interviewer: Well, we want to thank you very much for taking your time today 

to share your life's experience of yourself and your family with the 
United States Holocaust Museum. And on their behalf, I want to 
thank you very much. 

 
Veronika Fassler: Well, thank you. My pleasure. It brought back many memories. 
 
[End of Recording] 
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