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0:30 Name: Edda Treforest. Jehovah's Witness, born in Lvov Oct.20, 
1926. 
Both parents Jewish, had brothers and sisters 
 
1:00 Father: Simon Wind, owned a restaurant and a shoe shop. 
Mother: Adela Wind, brother - Rudolph - a lawyer, another brother 
(no name) - a dentist. 
 
3:00 Life before the war: the father was a successful man, she had 
a good life. She remembers that in the late 1930's Polish students 
smashed her father's store windows. 
 
4:30 Edda's sister couldn't study in a Polish University. She went 
to Palestine. Her name: Mania Ehrlich, lives in Israel today. 
 
6:30 Edda remembers that many people left Poland before the war 
because of the anti-Semitism. 
 
7:30 In September 1939 she was in Carpathian Mountains on holiday. 
 
8:30 Life under Soviet occupation. 
 
10:30 Description of German entrance to Lvov. 
 
12:00 Poles helped the Germans to find Jews. Majority of Poles were 
not helpful. 
 
14:00 In 1942 Edda's parents were deported from Janowska train 
station, they were aware what awaits them. Rudolph, the lawyer, was 
in hiding. Brother Max was sent to camp. 
 
16:00 Edda had false papers, she got them with help of a Catholic 
woman, but in her house she was caught. There was a message from 
her brother Philip to come and see him. 
 
20:00 Edda went to see him in Janowski camp. He was very sick, she 
could barely recognize him. During roll-call she was not counted, 
so she could leave the camp. 
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22:00 Edda's brother, the lawyer, was in hiding, but helped her 
with money. He told her to leave town. She had false papers 
claiming that her name was Irena Janusiewicz. 
 
23:00 The Germans caught her, but she showed them her false papers 
and gave the soldier a watch, so he let her go. Edda was 13-14 
years old at the time. 
 
25:00 In 1942-43 Edda was hidden by a Polish woman, who had a 
radio. Her nephew went to the Gestapo and denounced his aunt. The 
Germans came and tortured the woman until she told them about Edda, 
Edda was arrested. 
 
30:00 Edda was in the Lvov prison on Sapiecha Street, where she was 
beaten during the interrogations. 
 
31:00     Edda was put in C.C. in Lvov. It was a transit conc. 
          camp. She saw there pits with dead people in them. 
 
33:00     Edda and 6-8 other people were put in a tiny bathroom, 
          with only standing room. they were kept there for 2-3 
          days. She was badly beaten. The commandant of the camp 
          came and asked who has a profession, she said that she 
          was a hairdresser. Edda was chosen to comb the hair of 
          the commandant's mistress, as well as digging potatoes. 
          For few weeks this was her job.     
 
42:00     Capt. Dietrich took few women to take care of him and his 
          men, while they went to Czechoslovakia and Hungary to the 
          uranium mines. 
 
43:00     From the mines Edda was taken to Plaszow. 
 
44:00     From Plaszow Edda was transferred to Birkenau, then 
          Auschwitz. There she was shaven and tattooed. Her number  
          was tattooed in the inner arm. All the time she claimed, 
          that she is not Jewish. She was marked as Mishling. 
 
45:00     Edda was in Gentile barracks, the hunger was terrible. 
 
46:00     Once, for three days the prisoners got no food or drink 
          as a punishment for misbehavior. There were 100-200 
          people in each barrack. 4-5 women on each bunk, they had 
          no blankets. 
 
50:00     In Birkenau all the clothes were taken from the 
          prisoners, they were shaved, given one dress and wooden 
          clogs. 
 
52:00     Edda was aware of the gas chambers and the crematoria. 
      
 
          Edda remembers the bombing of Auschwitz. 
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55:00     Taken by foot to Bergen-Belsen. During the march many 
          died, many were shot. 
 
56:00     They arrived in Bergen-belsen at night, it was winter 
          time. 
 
57:00     During the roll-call the prisoners were counted according 
          to nationality and religion. that was the first time Edda 
          heard about Jehovah's Witnesses. Edda always believed 
          in God. 
 
60:00     Bergen-Belsen was filthy and stinking, not like Birkenau. 
 
 
 
 
TAPE 2 
 
0:17      Description of how food was brought to prisoners in 
          Bergen-Belsen. 
 
0:37      Edda had hardly anything to eat and drink since people 
          fought for food. Edda was short and weak and didn't have 
          a chance. then she became ill with typhus.         
 
2:05      Edda started to feel better after few weeks. Selections 
          were done among the sick. They were shot and buried in 
          mass graves. 
 
2:35      The Germans were shooting people, the prisoners were 
          forced to dig additional graves, since the prepared ones 
          were filled. While digging new graves they found corpses 
          buried in the past.  
 
2:50       Edda doesn't understand how she survived, but she 
          understands why she had to survive. 
 
3:10      She remembers that the Germans would come into the 
          barrack and shout "arbeit" to work, in order to see who 
          is able to work, the rest would be shot.      
 
4:00      Edda always claimed that she can work, even though she 
          was so sick. 
 
4:45       Once she was taken to work outside and this was the 
          first time she saw the whole camp. 
 
5:55      She saw men, who were kept in a separate section of the 
          camp, she saw heaps of dead, naked bodies. Edda remembers 
          the stench. 
 
 
 
6:30      Edda saw POWs outside the main camp. 
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6:50      The job they were given was to wheel stones from one 
          place to another, for no purpose. German kapo sat on one  
          of the wheel barrels and had to be wheeled back and forth 
          for fun. 
 
7:15      Mr. Bernard Lersh, German diplomat, opposed Hitler, 
worked 
          in Bergen-Belsen. He asked for two girls to help and 
          clean the cottage he lived and worked in. 
 
7:50      He took pity on her after seeing in what condition she 
          was in. He gave her food and clothes and took care of her 
          frostbitten knees. 
 
11:05     Mr. Lersh showed Edda to another German man and asked him 
          to look at Edda's wounds to demonstrate how Germans treat 
          people. The man agreed to take Edda to his farm, to work 
          there, but when he saw that she has a tattooed number, he 
 
          thought that this was too much of a risk to his own 
          family. 
 
12:45     Dr. Lersh was an international lawyer from Heilische 
          Hedwig(?) 
 
13:40     The Germans knew that the allies are coming, so they took 
          off their uniforms. They wanted to blow everything up in 
          order not to leave evidence. In the camp there were rooms 
          full of personal belongings of the prisoners like: 
          clothes, shoes, coats, watches. The prisoners had to 
          clean the rooms up. 
 
14:40     The British came and that's how it all ended. 
 
16:15     Edda lost memory, she forgot languages, names etc. 
 
17:45     She remembers when the British arrested Kramer, she was 
          too sick to come out and watch. 
 
19:32     Edda remembers, that when she was in prison ice water was 
          poured on her, then she fainted. This is what caused the 
          memory loss. 
 
21:10     Edda worked with Red Cross, where she met a woman, Miss 
          England(?) and another woman Miss Faudlom. 
 
25:40     Edda remembers, that on the night of the liberation, the 
\         prisoners got hold of Irma Grese, and put her head in the 
          toilet. 
 
 
 
29:30     Edda remembers that Kramer claimed that his family lived 
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          just outside Auschwitz and they never knew what went on 
          there. 
 
33:40     Edda went to town on a truck, that's where she met for 
          the first time Jehovah's Witness. 
 
37:00     This was the first time she heard that Jehovah's 
          Witnesses were put in camps, not only Jews. 
 
38:00     She met her husband in London, he became a Jehovah's 
          Witness too. 
 
44:10     Edda shows a picture of her father, herself as a young 
          lady in Lvov. 
 
45:00     Shows photo of her husband in Belsen. 
 
45:10     Photo of a group of people in front of a block in Bergen- 
          Belsen.    
 
47:50     Jehovah's Witnesses gave Edda understanding about what 
          and why it happened. 
 
END. 
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