
BERRIE VAN DER EIKOFF 

Born 2/7/14 in Haarlem, Netherlands. And soon moved to the Hague. Two sisters. He spent 40 
years in the Dutch Postal Service. Married 1938 and one child born 1941. Introduced to JW in 
1939 while serving in the Dutch army guarding a JW prisoner who refused to serve in the army. 
Wife became a JW soon thereafter and both became pioneers for JW’s. After the German 
invasion they continued to quietly proselytize until Berrie arrested by Gestapo, date unknown. 
Sent to Gestapo HQ in Binnenhof and interrogated by SS men Engelsman and Barkie and pistol 
whipped for refusing to divulge info re: JW’s. Nose and ribs broken and teeth knocked out. 
Locked in a box for 24 hours and the told SS he knew no names but only numbers given to JW’s. 
Refused to renounce faith and refused to spy for the SS. Sent to Scheveningen and then to 
Amersfoort camp. He had a job sorting belongings of new prisoners, including Bibles which he 
later returned to them. In the meantime, his wife had their child taken away to make her 
divulge information on JW’s, which she did not do. Eventually released and child returned to 
her. Berrie and 30 other JW’s sent to Buchenwald. He says he knew a Brother de Jong in 
Buchenwald who was singled out for extra punishment. He worked in a quarry with other JW’s. 
If prisoner escaped, inmates workload increased and if escapees recaptured, they were hung in 
front of the inmates. Inmates often herded outside naked and wet where they got pneumonia 
and some died. Some JW’s worked at nearby estate belonging to Himmler where his persona 
MD, Dr. Kaestler and Franz Von Papen were often in attendance. He says that one of the JW 
workers was told by Von Papen of a meeting at the Vatican where it was said the war would 
end 5-6/45. Near the end of the war he was moved to Island Ruegen on the Ostsee where he 
was liberated by the Russians. Once moved back to the mainland he went by train to Rostock, a 
Russian refugee camp. H says he was condemned to death three times but survived. 
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