
[0:00:00] 
 
Robert Buckley: Today is Wednesday, April the 13th. We’re just north of Myrtle 

Beach, South Carolina, in Ocean Isle. And we’re speaking to 
Borys Feliks … 

 
Feliks Borys: Feliks Borys.  
 
Robert Buckley: … Mr. Feliks Borys, who’s one of Jehovah’s Witnesses. And he’s 

going to be telling us his experience of what happened during the 
Holocaust years. Would you please tell us your name and where 
you were born in what year? 

 
Feliks Borys: My name is Feliks Borys. I was born in France in 1923. And then I 

was raised up in Germany and from there we go to Poland. 
 
Robert Buckley: I see. Would you please tell us the name of your mother and your 

father? 
 
Feliks Borys: My mother name was Anne Ligmann and my father Constantine.  
 
Robert Buckley: And where were they born? Were they born in France? 
 
Feliks Borys: No, my mother was born in Germany, my father then in Prussia. 
 
Robert Buckley: How many brothers and sisters did you have? 
 
Feliks Borys: I have one brother and two sisters. They already die.  
 
Robert Buckley: Can you tell us their names, please? 
 
Feliks Borys: One was – the older sister was Mary and the younger was Elaine 

and my brother was Franz. 
 
Robert Buckley: Very good. So in 1933 were you at? Where were you and your 

family at in 1933? That would make you 10 years old 
approximately. 

 
Feliks Borys: Then I was in Poland. 
 
Robert Buckley: In Poland. And what type of work did your father do to support the 

family? 
 
Feliks Borys: He has business. He make some clothing from wool and, you 

know, some machines. You know, they was … I don’t know how 
is in English. In German they say strickerei. 
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Robert Buckley: I see. Very good. Did he own his own little store of some type? 
 
Feliks Borys: Yeah. 
 
Robert Buckley: I see. What type of work did your mother do or was she a 

homemaker? 
 
Feliks Borys: Mostly business. 
 
Robert Buckley: She was in business also? 
 
Feliks Borys: Yeah. 
 
Robert Buckley: Helping with the family store? 
 
Feliks Borys: Mostly in store business. 
 
Robert Buckley: In 1933, when Hitler came to power, were you – at that time were 

you one of Jehovah’s Witnesses? 
 
Feliks Borys: Yeah, I was born. Then my father start to study in France. 
 
Robert Buckley: Oh, so your father became acquainted with Jehovah’s Witnesses in 

France. 
 
Feliks Borys: Yeah. 
 
Robert Buckley: I see. So when you moved to Poland, you were Jehovah’s 

Witnesses. What did you and your family think about what was 
taking place in Germany in 1933 when Hitler came to power? Was 
there any concern on the part of Jehovah’s Witnesses there? 

 
Feliks Borys: You know, we had family in Germany, so we know what’s going 

on. And beside this, we had some books, you know, in German 
how they persecute everyone who not go together with Hitler. 

 
Robert Buckley: But why were they persecuting Jehovah’s Witnesses in Germany 

in 1933-34, evidently, early on? 
 
Feliks Borys: Because they found they not support Hitler and his party. This way 

they go against Jehovah’s Witness[es]. And the other thing was 
because they believed in Jehovah, you know. 

 
[0:05:00] And the Jew[s] also believe in Jehovah. They was maybe thinking 

this was connection with the Jew[s].   
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Robert Buckley: I see. Very good. What were some of the reports that you heard 
about what was taking place in Germany in connection with the 
persecution of Jehovah’s Witnesses? 

 
Feliks Borys: You know, all the meetings and preaching about the good news 

with the Kingdom they not like what Jehovah’s Witness[es] did 
this time. And everyone who was found in meeting or get together 
from house to house they arresting and put in jail. 

 
Robert Buckley: So these were the reports that were coming into Poland at that 

time.  
 
Feliks Borys: Yeah. 
 
Robert Buckley: What type of activity were you and your family engaged in in 

Poland? And what was the name of the town that you were in in 
Poland? 

 
Feliks Borys: Chojnice. The town in Poland was Chojnice. Later on, in Germany 

they call it Konitz. This was maybe 60 miles from Danzig, Gdansk, 
and was involved in preaching work though we know what’s going 
on. Just we never was thinking in ‘33 this is German will come 
there, you know, so far.  

 
Robert Buckley: So they were expecting the Germans to come into Poland possibly? 
 
Feliks Borys: No, the government was thinking this _____ this never would 

allow the German go there. Just, you know, was really between 
this was they call this corridor between the German and Danzig. So 
on the route they always go through the German. So they really 
like have this part of Poland because this was connect with the 
German. Then they claim this Danzig belong to them in Prussia. 

 
Robert Buckley: Oh, I see. How many were in your congregation in Poland? 
 
Feliks Borys: There was not many, maybe 35 or something like that.  
 
Robert Buckley: And they were all active in their Bible educational work. 
 
Feliks Borys: Oh, yeah. In Poland then was maybe only 1,800 … 800 Jehovah’s 

Witness[es] in whole Poland, so really the preaching work was 
very hard. And even in school the young ones, they always was 
persecute[d] because their religion was – the main religion was 
Catholic in Poland. And maybe different religion was only one 
percent; 99 percent was Catholic. 
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Robert Buckley: And so would the schoolteachers put some pressure on you as you 
were going to school, you and your brothers and sister? 

 
Feliks Borys: Oh yeah, all time., you know. So the kids, they give us different 

name. Then we was called as Bible Students. And even to the last 
days, they call us like Bible Students, not Jehovah’s Witness[es] 
even this in ‘31 we get a new name. They never call us Jehovah’s 
Witness[es], only Bible Students. 

 
Robert Buckley: Very good. So you were receiving persecution from the people in 

Poland because of the Catholic influence even before the Nazis 
came into Germany. 

 
[0:10:00] 
 
Feliks Borys: Yeah. So already we was, I can say, prepared for persecution was 

by the Catholic and later on was much easier for us deal with the 
Nazi because we know how this is, you know, being underground 
or something like that. 

 
Robert Buckley: So in other words, because of the heavy persecution you’re 

receiving from the Catholic influence, it was sort of preparing you 
for what happened under the Nazis. 

 
Feliks Borys: The Nazis, yeah. 
 
Robert Buckley: In 1938, when Austria was absorbed into the Third Reich, did the 

people in Poland become concerned? 
 
Feliks Borys: There was concern. Just they never told us maybe the Nazi would 

take over the Poland because the government was thinking they’re 
strong enough to resist or go against the Nazi, and the Nazi will not 
take power over the Poland.  

 
Robert Buckley: All right. Then in 1939 is when the German armies marched into 

Poland, right? 
 
Feliks Borys: Yeah. 
 
Robert Buckley: Do you remember that day? Can you describe it for us? 
 
Feliks Borys: That first day we were sleeping very close to the German border. 

So in few hours they was there. They took over this town and start 
persecute first the Jew[s]. You know, all the Jews was there in this 
town. They took them in fields and shot them. You know, they 
even not wait for concentration camp or something like that, you 
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know. And then they give us – they never found first that we was 
Jehovah’s Witness. Later on, you know, they was hunting for 
Jehovah’s Witness[es] in this town. 

 
Robert Buckley: Now, was that in 1939? 
 
Feliks Borys: This was in ‘40-’41. 
 
Robert Buckley: 1940-41. So after they rounded up the Jews … 
 
Feliks Borys: They was looking for Jehovah’s Witness[es] out there. 
 
Robert Buckley: Well, how did they discover that you and your family were 

Jehovah’s Witnesses? 
 
Feliks Borys: Because my older brother was born in Germany. They want also 

take the German citizen. Even in this time I had French 
citizen[ship] I not took just anyhow. They want this I go to army. I 
refuse to go to army, and they arrest me to Gestapo. 

 
Robert Buckley: Now, the Gestapo came to your home? 
 
Feliks Borys: No, I must go to the main office and they put me to the army. I 

says. “I no go because I’m Jehovah’s Witness.” And then they 
says, you know, was long discussion. They called the policeman, 
and policeman brought me to Gestapo. 

 
Robert Buckley: So you had to report to the police headquarters in the beginning? In 

other words, when you first received some type of a paperwork 
that you should report? 

 
Feliks Borys: Yeah, I go to this was office and then they find this I was 

Jehovah’s Witness. They called the police and policeman came, 
and from there he took me to Gestapo. 

 
Robert Buckley: How did they treat you at this time when the Gestapo came when 

they found out you were one of Jehovah’s Witnesses? 
 
[0:15:00] 
 
Feliks Borys: I was taken to office and the Gestapo – the guy would talk with 

me. He ask how many I know are Jehovah’s Witnesses in this town 
and how I get baptized. So because my father was not alive then—
he died already—I says my father baptized me. And then they ask 
who take care of this congregation of Jehovah’s Witness[es] so I 
admit this I do this. You know, then they ask me how many 
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Jehovah’s Witness[es] are in this town and they ask for the names. 
I told them this: I will never put their names, you know. Then they 
will find. So they ask me if my mother and sisters are Jehovah’s 
Witness[es] too. So I told them this better they ask themselves. I 
cannot talk about them. So this guy says he’s sorry for this. Just, 
you know, then he put paper this I should sign this I no want to be 
one of Jehovah’s Witness[es] because he feels sorry this I will go 
to concentration camp and I will die. 

 
Robert Buckley: He actually told you that you would die? 
 
Feliks Borys: Yeah. Because he says, “You remind me my son who’s in France 

against the … against the Russian. And I don’t know that I will see 
him, and you’ll be dead also,” he said, “when you go there.” So 
then he saw that I was not sign the paper. Other guy came and put 
me in cellar to some dark cell. This I no see even the window 
something like that.  

 
Robert Buckley: Solitary confinement. 
 
Feliks Borys: Yeah. 
 
Robert Buckley: What was on the paper that they asked you to sign? Do you 

remember what the document stated? 
 
Feliks Borys: There was 20 or more points, this, I be not from this time any 

Jehovah’s Witness. And I not believe in Jehovah God because he is 
Jewish God. And then they put when I go out, I will turn all 
Jehovah’s Witness to Gestapo, you know. 

 
Robert Buckley: So you would even turn in other people who were Witnesses. That 

was on the document. 
 
Feliks Borys: Yeah. 
 
Robert Buckley: Okay so when you wouldn’t sign the paper, how did they treat 

you? 
 
Feliks Borys: They would take me out and I don’t need to go in prison or 

something like that. Only work together with them, you know. Just 
I was prepared this persecution be there because before me, they 
arrest three brothers was Jehovah’s Witness[es]. And two of them 
they kill immediately, and the one go in concentration camp. 

 
Robert Buckley: So of the three, they killed two? 
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Feliks Borys: Two. 
 
Robert Buckley: How did they kill them? Do you remember? 
 
Feliks Borys: I don’t know. Only we get – my father studied with them and they 

became Jehovah’s Witness[es], and they refuse go to army or 
something.  

 
[0:20:00] They killed them, you know. And the third one, he go to 

concentration camp. This was very close to the Baltic Sea. They 
called it Stutthof, you know. He go there. So he was two years 
older than me. I was very happy to see him. 

 
Robert Buckley: So you were both together. 
 
Feliks Borys: In this congregation. Then he was arrest[ed]. I sent always to him 

some packages. He couldn’t write was going on. Only I get some 
message, “I’m still alive, and I’m thankful for the package.” We 
could send only two pounds of food each month. And it’s not to his 
name or something was on letter, only number of the prisoner. So 
when they arrest me, I was sure they would send me there and I 
would see him again. 

 
Robert Buckley: So in other words, they picked those other three Witnesses up first, 

killed the two first. They sent this other gentleman to the 
concentration camp, and then you were arrested. 

 
Feliks Borys: Yeah. 
 
Robert Buckley: Do you remember what was the month and the year of your arrest? 
 
Feliks Borys: This was around May ‘43 so I not remember the day exactly, only 

the month and the year. 
 
Robert Buckley: Now, how long did you spend in solitary confinement down in that 

cell? 
 
Feliks Borys: There was not long time, maybe two hours, and then they put me 

in prison. 
 
Robert Buckley: What was the name of the prison? 
 
Feliks Borys: This was main prison for all. This was before the German 

overtake, you know, was main prison for prisoners. And, you 
know, the Gestapo would bring me from Gestapo to the prison. He 
talked to two guys what was the charge about the prisons, you 
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know, could be our compromise or something. They told me to 
take their coat and they start to beat me 15 or 20 minutes, you 
know. So I put the hands like this and was standing, you know, and 
pray to God this he help me this hour not fall. So one was hitting 
me with a rubber stick. Other guy was kicking me all time, you 
know, and they go around like this. And this one guy get foam 
from the mouth like running horse or something. And he said, 
“This guy … this guy is stronger than I was thinking about this.” 
And he throw this rubber stick and then push me in main office. 
They took how high I am and weighed me, you know, and then put 
me in one different cell. 

 
[0:25:00] So during night there was three guys. I don’t know. Looks like 

they were working together with the government because one was 
telling me it’s better be not Jehovah’s Witness. Be much easier 
banding together with mother and others speaking about their food. 
You know this. I will eat better than he. They give nothing to eat. 
And one speak about the girls. You can select the girls what you 
want. Just in prison you be out of this. So after this morning, they 
put me in there because I says this. I will stick to this what I 
believe, you know, and serve Jehovah. They put me in main 
Gestapo in Danzig—Gdansk today—you know. And they put me 
with other prisoners that was mostly Russian prisoners. So in one 
cell this was maybe six or … six by four feet wide. They put 13 
prisoners so it was not even enough room to sleep there. Yeah, was 
very hard. 

 
Robert Buckley: You were standing up almost. 
 
Feliks Borys: Yeah. So they keep me there one month and then send me to 

concentration camp they call Stutthof so when –  
 
Robert Buckley: And where was that located? 
 
Feliks Borys: Near Danzig, near Baltic Sea, you know. So then first time I saw 

the concentration camp just still I was happy I will see this brother 
because he was very close I was to him and he to me; was like 
friends. And I saw electric fence between us and other barracks 
and the people was pulling wagon and –  

 
Robert Buckley: They were pulling what? 
 
Feliks Borys: A wagon. 
 
Robert Buckley: A wagon. 
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Feliks Borys: Yeah. And what was a bad thing they called this, you know, was 
prisoner just he was a bad thing. They called him … wait a minute. 

 
Robert Buckley: Can you think of it in the German language?  
 
Feliks Borys: No, in English or German, no. 
 
Robert Buckley: That’s okay. Maybe it’ll come to you in a minute. When you got to 

the concentration camp, how did you know those people on the 
other side of the fence were Jehovah’s Witnesses? 

 
Feliks Borys: Was not Jehovah’s Witness, only this guy, you know, when they 

pull, they go in some barracks and take some stuff. And this guy 
what was over them ask, “Do you see the chimneys?” Was very 
close to the cemetery, what they put and burned the people there. 

 
[0:30:00] And he said, “In three days you guys, you’ll see your God in 

heaven. You go to the chimney.” 
 
Robert Buckley: One of the guards said that to you.  
 
Feliks Borys: Yeah. It was kapo. They call kapo. And I says—because then I was 

the youngest of the prisoners, and they was afraid I was not so  
much afraid like them—I says, “Why you not go to the chimneys?” 
You know, even was far, and he said, “Don’t be so smart. You’ll 
see. In three days you’ll be dead in heaven.”  

 
So I says, “Must be not so bad because my friend Bruski—you 
know his name—is already one year here and he not die.” 
 
And then he says, “He die already.” 
 
I says, “How you know?” Because this was – then was 12,000 
prisoners in this camp. 
 
And he says, “He was working for me. He put the work in. Just 
month ago he died.” And he says his number. I remember only his 
number. When he told me his number, I fall down to the ground 
because then I know that he died. This I will die here, too, because 
he was fleshy, very, very strong, much stronger than me and 
spiritually also strong, so I was losing the faith or something. I 
don’t know. 

 
Robert Buckley: You felt very discouraged at that time. 
 
Feliks Borys: Yeah. 
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Robert Buckley: Well, what happened afterwards? Now, how did they treat you? I 

heard that they didn’t give you very much food. You had to get up 
early in the morning? Would you describe the conditions there? 

 
Feliks Borys: Was not pleasant. This food what they was giving, you know, was 

very little, was not enough to live long time and just –  
 
Robert Buckley: How much, or what type of food did you receive? 
 
Feliks Borys: There was one piece of bread morning, dry bread, only a little bit. 

Now this was so thin, very thin, you know, the slice. And then they 
should give you at 1 o’clock or between 12:00 and 1:00 one pint of 
meal. Just mostly they cook that, you know, like it was in 
summertime they cook only leaves, leaves together with potatoes 
like for pigs, for animals. And then evening again they give you 
slice of bread. This was all what you get. Because we Jehovah’s 
Witness[es], you know, we always help each other. When 
somebody get more of some, they give to other brothers, you 
know, so for us it was much easier. 

 
Robert Buckley: So you shared? 
 
Feliks Borys: Yeah, we shared. 
 
Robert Buckley: You shared what you had. 
 
Feliks Borys: Just worldly people you could see when they get their two pounds 

of food, they eat it immediately and they die. Their stomach was so 
weak, they could not survive much longer because that was too 
much for their stomach. 

 
Robert Buckley: You mean when they would receive something in the mail, they 

would eat it all at once? 
 
[0:35:00] 
 
Feliks Borys: Yeah, at once. They were so hungry and you could see every – 

they – in barrack few guys was dead, you know, so everything was 
really bad. 

 
Robert Buckley: How many of Jehovah’s Witnesses were you in with at that time, 

1943, when you first went into that prison or that concentration 
camp? How many Jehovah’s Witnesses did you come in contact 
with? 
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Feliks Borys: Then was maybe 15. To the end there was 19 Jehovah’s 
Witness[es], only brothers, and 19 sisters Jehovah’s Witness[es]. 
Of course, we saw the sisters only when they took us out to sign 
the papers. 

 
Robert Buckley: How often did they ask you to sign that document to say you were 

not one of Jehovah’s Witnesses? How often did they ask you? 
 
Feliks Borys: Every four months, four times in the year. So people, the worldly 

people in prison, they says they will sign with their own blood only 
go out from the prison from there. When they see these Jehovah’s 
Witness[es] not sign, they were surprised. What’s going on? 

 
Robert Buckley: You mean other prisoners said that they would have signed. 
 
Feliks Borys: Yeah, just, you know, some when we go back to the barrack or 

bring – they bring us to the barrack, some took us on shoulder and 
says, “Oh, Jehovah’s Witness the victorious one.” Other was 
laughing this, we are so stupid. This we know go together with the 
German because for every one prisoner was very hard to endure in 
this.  

 
Robert Buckley: So some people, some prisoners admired you. Other prisoners 

scoffed at you for not signing. 
 
Feliks Borys: Yeah. 
 
Robert Buckley: Were all of Jehovah’s Witnesses put together or did they split you 

up in that camp? 
 
Feliks Borys: We split. I was together in this barrack was one, only with one 

brother.  
 
Robert Buckley: Were you able to get together? I understand that in some 

concentration camps, some of Jehovah’s Witnesses were able to 
get together to have a Bible discussion and Bible meetings 
sometimes. Was that true in your case? 

 
Feliks Borys: Yeah, we has each. We has three times a week because one brother 

was already they arrest him. He was 11 years in prison in 
concentration camp, and he was very old. And he has overseer 
over those who repair shoes. So he has his own apartment and the 
shoes we get all there and then discuss the Bible, read the 
Watchtower Sunday. And during week, we discuss the Bible twice 
a week. 
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Robert Buckley: How were you able to get the Watchtower Bible journal and the 
Bible into the camp? How were they able to do that and where did 
they hide it? 

 
Feliks Borys: You know, in this time when I get to concentration camp my sister, 

fleshly sister, brought this. She was in big danger. Just they never 
found this. She’s – beside the prison was like they called it kette. 
There was SS during day and dogs. 

 
[0:40:00] And during the night, she’d go in this kette close to the camp. 

There was one lady what was interested in the Bible. We studied 
with her. So she’d go like she go visit her during the night. And 
during the day she was already like part of prisoners. They don’t 
know this. So when I get permission from the one who judge about 
the prisoners what I worked, I get permission to bring some … 
wire, you know. I go there. 

 
Robert Buckley: Wire? 
 
Feliks Borys: Yeah, I go there and took from there the magazines. 
 
Robert Buckley: Ah so your sister would bring the magazines there outside the 

camp. You would go outside the camp and bring in wire, but you’d 
bring in the magazines with you. 

 
Feliks Borys: Yeah. 
 
Robert Buckley: So, you brought them back into the camp. 
 
Feliks Borys: You know when they, the SS will find, they will already hang us 

and my sister. They never find this. 
 
Robert Buckley: So, your sister risked her life to bring the magazines there.  
 
Feliks Borys: Yeah. 
 
Robert Buckley: And then you risked your life going to get them outside the camp 

and bring them back in. Where did you hide them when you 
brought them back into the camp that you were able to conceal 
them? 

 
Feliks Borys: I put underneath my legs in the we walk mostly in the they call 

Holland. They was like shoes make only from the wood. So when I 
put between the socks and the foot, you know, they never see it.  
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Robert Buckley: So you put some paper in between your feet and the shoes to 
cushion it, and it was the magazines. 

 
Feliks Borys: Yeah, this was only one way what we could do. 
 
Robert Buckley: And so that’s how you were able to bring in the Bible journals into 

the … 
 
Feliks Borys: Yeah. 
 
Robert Buckley: And were you able to get together? I understand that once a year in 

some camps they got together for the Lord’s Evening Meal or the 
Memorial meal at the same time as the Passover? 

 
Feliks Borys: Yeah, we get, you know, I was only maybe twice in this condition, 

you know, just when we get together, we has prayer then between 
us and mention. One brother mentions the Lord’s Evening Meal so 
we enjoy. Just in this time we were thinking this may be the last 
days for us or something like that because, you know, you never 
know what’s happen to you in this time. 

 
Robert Buckley: Oh, that’s true. Would you describe how the prisoners were treated 

with your own eyes, what you saw, the beatings possibly of 
Jehovah’s Witnesses? Or have you – what did you see in that 
regard? 

 
Feliks Borys: You know, many time they give – they select two prisoners or like 

a Jehovah’s Witness or other people, and they beat each other, you 
know. 

 
Robert Buckley: They would encourage you to fight with one another. 
 
Feliks Borys: Yeah. Jehovah’s Witness say no. Then they beat them, you know, 
 
[0:45:00] just give them maybe five or seven strokes and let them go. Just 

the worldly people they beat each other because they was afraid 
this SS will beat them or something. They beat each other and then 
they get 35 strokes from the SS. 

 
Robert Buckley: You mean that the SS would do this for sport. 
 
Feliks Borys: For sport. 
 
Robert Buckley: They would have the prisoners fight among themselves. 
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Feliks Borys: Yeah, you know, and they make big fun of them when they see this 
Jehovah’s Witness do this. There was this game. They select other 
people, you know, so they have much big respect for Jehovah’s 
Witness[es] than for others because they could see doesn’t matter 
you are Polish or German or French. When you belong to 
Jehovah’s Witness, you treat your brother like brother and not the 
worldly people, you know. 

 
Robert Buckley: So you were in with other Jehovah’s Witnesses from France and 

Germany and Poland. 
 
Feliks Borys: From Poland, yeah. There was one from Estonia. Just he could not 

speak no German, no other language, only Estonian language, and 
he has a red triangle. Sunday afternoon we could go and walk 
between the barracks. So he go behind us and we ask him what he 
want, why he was going. We no recognize he’s Jehovah’s Witness. 

 
Robert Buckley: Oh, so he didn’t have a purple triangle. 
 
Feliks Borys: Only a red. 
 
Robert Buckley: He had a red triangle.  
 
Feliks Borys: Yeah and one brother, Brother Scheider, was … he knows one the 

guy would speak Estonian and German, so he called him to 
translate why he walk behind us, this guy. And he says, “He’s one 
of Jehovah’s Witness[es]. And he get a red triangle because they 
arrest him on street when he was preaching from house to house. 
And he could not explain the language in German that he’s 
Jehovah’s Witness. That’s why they give him a red triangle.” So 
we meet him and kiss like brothers doing in Europe and asked this 
translator to say this he should go with us. And he says he’s proud 
to go behind us because he recognize we serve the same God. And 
he not want to go with us, only behind us. When we turn, he go 
around us and walk each side each time behind us.  

 
Robert Buckley: So he wanted to associate with his spiritual brothers. 
 
Feliks Borys: Yeah. 
 
Robert Buckley: Would you show us a picture of the person you have there and 

explain who he is? 
 
Feliks Borys: He was  … this. [Holds up photograph.] 
 
Robert Buckley: And who was that? 
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Feliks Borys: This Brother Scheider and he was in Poland branch overseer from 
Poland, and he was arrest[ed] two years before me in ‘41,  

 
[0:50:00] you know, and he was in the prison, so I know he was arrest[ed]. 

Just I never was thinking this he’s in this prison. 
 
Robert Buckley: He was in the same prison with you. 
 
Feliks Borys: Yeah, just he was in different time. So later on, on death march, 

you know, I was carrying him because he get so weak he could not 
survive. Him, he go to get the first with the brother, Polish brother. 
They called – his name was Licnierski and this brother Scheider 
and him, this was second they couldn’t walk anymore because 
when they put in the march death on road there was in wintertime, 
was snow like two feet or something and was not enough food or 
drink. We eat only the snow, you know, so we get so cold. 

 
Robert Buckley: And he wasn’t able to walk anymore? 
 
Feliks Borys: No so from this time, I take care of him and I was carry him all the 

time. 
 
Robert Buckley: You carried him in your weakened condition? 
 
Feliks Borys: Yeah. This was only one way. I only –  
 
Robert Buckley: Where were you going to at that time that you were traveling? 
 
Feliks Borys: They want this when the Russian army were come. They would not 

see what’s going on in this prison. There was 24,000 in the prison, 
prisoners. 

 
Robert Buckley: So you were on a march. 
 
Feliks Borys: They put in little group. Our group was like 900 … no, 18 … 1,800 

people, you know, in our group. They put little group and we 
should go to … they called a prison, a prison. This was like 240 
kilometers from the Słupsk. They call Słupsk in Poland and we 
should get there in 14 days, you know. For the march they give us 
one pound of bread and half pound of margarine. They should be 
for three days. They said after three days you get again something. 
Just they never feed us, you know, so then we’re like 14 days. 
Even the SS, they change every three hours, you know. They could 
not make in this snow. They – we must walk mostly through the 
fields. They want people not see us. 
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Robert Buckley: So you walked through the fields instead. 
 
Feliks Borys: Yeah. Those who were the first one was too bad like 50 in 12. You 

know, for them was very hard because the snow was might 
high[er]. And because I was more in the center, was not so hard. 
Just I heard shooting all the time so, you know, I was like to see 
what’s going on.  

 
[0:55:00] And I let the prisoners go around me, and I go very slow to see 

what’s going on in back. And then I saw who was in back the 
soldiers SS kick each guy who was the last one between the legs, 
and then somebody fall. They shoot him. That’s why they called it 
the March of Death. In the group what I was was 1,900 people. 
Only 800 people make through because of the lack of food and 
some freeze to death. One night we stay during night in one barn, 
you know, was so cold. And then they see this some people not 
come out because some go very deep in the hay or straw. They had 
like metal sticks six feet long, very sharp, and they go in this hay. 
You know who’s there is dead. So morning I saw only the blood 
was dripping through the bars, you know, like a river. They call all 
the river there. They kill and some freeze. When you touch the legs 
and put the legs down was like piece of metal or something later. 
They was frozen to death. Then the 10 days when we could not 
make anymore, they put us to some prison before was like Hitler 
used, Hitler used, and they removed them. This was camp built for 
300 people, you know, so they put us, the 800, and then other. 
From other prison came there, was together, 1,500 people in that 
prison.  

 
Robert Buckley: Now, how many Jehovah’s Witnesses were together on this death 

march? 
 
Feliks Borys: On the death march all in our group was like seven. 
 
Robert Buckley: In your group there were seven. 
 
Feliks Borys: Yeah. 
 
Robert Buckley: Did you all make it? 
 
Feliks Borys: This Estonian brother maybe I don’t know because he was in 

different barrack, and we could not communicate with him, and he 
has frozen feet. Only the bones go through, you know. He was like 
barefoot. He could not have nothing. I saw in that death march he 
walk like barefoot on the snow and only the toes was not meat 
anymore, only bone. And when we go in this camp, you know, so 
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he could not speak to me. He show only finger to the heaven and 
then showed the fingers, the toes. They’re bones, you know, so he 
must suffer.  

 
[1:00:00] I could not take him to other. There was four barracks. To the 

barrack to where he was because was even danger to talk with 
some prisoner from other barrack, you know. 

 
Robert Buckley: So, on this trip on this death march, what type of clothing did they 

give to the prisoners to wear? What type of clothing did you have? 
Did you have the ones with the uniform, with the stripes? 

 
Feliks Borys: No, no me and, you know, mostly we have like civilian, you know. 

And this they have not enough clothing for everyone. Mostly they 
was giving only the Jew[s] the clothing gray and blue in the 
stripes. For us they give us civilian only you have triangle and 
number and big cross, red cross on back and on pants was paint. 
You could not take out this. They recognized you are prisoner or 
something like that.  

 
Robert Buckley: Okay so then after you arrived at your destination at this camp, 

how long were you there and what type of activity went on there? 
Would you describe that? 

 
Feliks Borys: You know, when the Russian would closely and closely, they all 

prisoners must go to work and they make trenches for the army. So 
Brother Licnierski and Brother Scheider get sick and typhus fever. 
There was taken in different barrack and I was between other 
brothers what speak German, with German. Then other brother I 
talk, you know, to the greatest we are Jehovah’s Witness[es] and 
we will not go to build the trenches. So he was one of the 
prisoners, too, would say, “This you must go.” So he no like this 
and he go to the commanders of this … 

 
[Recording goes black and then a portion repeats] 
 
 … gray and blue, you know, in the stripes. For us they give us 

civilian only you have triangle and number and big cross, red cross 
on back, and on pants was paint. This you could not take out this. 
They recognized you are prison, prisoner or something like that.  

 
Robert Buckley: Okay so then after you arrived at your destination at this camp, 

how long were you there and what type of activity went on there? 
Would you describe that? 
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Feliks Borys: You know, when the Russian would closely and closely, they all 
prisoners must go to work and they make trenches for the army. So 
Brother Licnierski and Brother Scheider get sick and typhus fever. 
They was taken in different barrack. Then I was between other 
brothers what speak German, with German.  

 
[1:05:00] Then other brothers I talk, you know, to the greatest we are 

Jehovah’s Witness[es] and we will not go to build the trenches. So, 
he was one of the prisoners, too, would say, “This you must go.” 
So, he no like this and he go to the commanders of this camp to 
report this Jehovah’s Witness want not do the work. So, he go out 
from the main office and start to beat me with revolver on my 
breast. “You stupid dog!” He say in German, “I’ll shoot you. Why 
you say about the others they will not go to the trenches?” 

 
 So, I say, “Because I can’t speak German and Polish so I translate 

the faith what they had.” 
 
 So, he goes to others and beat them too. And then he say all 

people, the 1,500 was standing and looking what’s going on. So, 
this guy beat me all the time and then he says, “Because you’re so 
smart, I’ll show your God Jehovah is nothing. I’m the boss here 
and I put you in … in …”  How they call this? “In the bunker.” 
Just the bunker was filled with water and was only high four and a 
half feet high. So you must be very little or you hold the … your 
feet, your hands on your feet. Otherwise, you’ll be in tight water. 
There was only space maybe 10 or 12 inches this you could 
breathing or was filled with water, so then you stay a long time 
there. You get the ground afterward in the water. So I told him my 
God is much stronger than him, and all the people will see I will 
not taking even to the … to the bunker. He get so mad and he said, 
“You will bring all the dirt here and make mountain and then I 
shoot you. And you will fall to the dirt with your dirty mouth, you 
know, and your God Jehovah wouldn’t help you.” 

 
 So I says again, “The people will see my God is much stronger 

than you. You’re not …” It was something like say to me. I not 
hear the voice, just in mind, “Don’t be afraid,” you know, so it was 
less than fright then. All prisoners was afraid to talk with some SS 
or something like that. 

 
[1:10:00] And then after this, he go back maybe three feet and said, you 

know, his voice and his face change like human and he said, “I can 
see this your very strong faith in your God,” and he did nothing. 
He said, “Go to the barrack and we’ll give your commander what 
you should doing.” So they took other prisoners out and other five 
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brothers or four brothers go to the barrack. And then I jumped to 
the window and go around the barrack. They could not see me. 
And I got to Brother Scheider, the one what I carry him to other 
barrack, and you could not go in. When you go in, you could not 
go out because –  

 
Robert Buckley: Because of typhus. 
 
Feliks Borys: Typhus. And I found him on bed and he said, “What happened? 

You come here? You cannot go out.”  
 
 I told him this. I must show him some message what happened. 

You know, the commander say this he will kill me for the reasons 
we will not go to build the trenches for the army. He said, “The 
doctor will not allow this.” 

 
 I say, “What doctor? There’s only few minutes I talk with him. 

What happened?”  
 
 Then he say, “Our doctor is not here in the camp.” I must have 

fever or something like that and just I don’t know what I speak. I 
was surprised too what he say. When I go out, then one prisoner 
hold me. I talk with him about God’s Kingdom maybe three 
months ago. 

 
 And I says when he not let me go out, “My God will punish him,” 

so he was so afraid, and he go to the bathroom. He said when 
somebody when the SS will see me, I should not put his name 
because he will shoot him. So I go out and I saw coming and two 
people go out and one go in. So I now realize what’s going on. So 
it was in the barrack whole day and then was maybe 9 or 10 
o’clock that evening. They call all Jehovah’s Witness[es] to the 
front to the main office, you know, so because they were so weak 
the barracks, and I was the youngest one. I sleep close to the post. I 
came first out and helped the brothers come out. They were so 
weak the first maybe one or two minutes you could see nothing. It 
was black only in eyes. 

 
[1:15:00] And I because lack of the food or something, it was so weak you 

could not come up. Somebody must help you. 
 
Robert Buckley: You couldn’t even sit up because no energy. 
 
Feliks Borys: Yeah and, you know, when we go to the main office, there was 

other book for the camp under guard. And I saw on the shelf was 
big package and he says, “My friend was taking what was before 
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me the Lagerführer or the one who was in charge for the camp 
was taken to the … was taken and I take their place for him.” So 
the SS was taking what all this he would kill me. 

 
Robert Buckley: He was going to kill me. 
 
Feliks Borys: Yeah. He was taken away and the camp some other guy in his 

place. Just I could see his face was very bad like really SS, you 
know, and he said, “Here’s package for you guys.” 

 
 And I ask him how the package get here. And there was written 

“For Jehovah’s Witness” and I says, “Who wrote this?” 
 
 He said, “There was four sisters came in Jehovah’s Witness[es] 

and bring the package with food.” And he says, “You can’t have 
the food today. Tomorrow you go and build the trenches because I 
hear this you no want to go to work.” So the brothers because they 
couldn’t understand German, just they no speak German. So I told 
them because this package belonged to us, not to him. So what we 
will do, you know, when you are young you like be smart. So he 
gets so upset he says, “I not give you package and tomorrow still 
you will go to build the trenches.” 

 
Robert Buckley: So they still wanted you to build the war trenches. 
 
Feliks Borys: Yeah. 
 
Robert Buckley: And you wouldn’t do it. 
 
Feliks Borys: No. 
 
Robert Buckley: And he’s trying to tempt you with the food. 
 
Feliks Borys: Yeah, really this was food but bring by the sisters. I found later on 

they go to each camp to each prison, little or big one, and put some 
packages for Jehovah’s Witness[es]. They risk with their life. Just 
still they always going there. 

 
Robert Buckley: Just to deliver that food they risked their lives. 
 
Feliks Borys: Yeah and then morning, this evening, then we was there. He told 

go out from the main office. So one other guy and says, “Go back.” 
So we go back and forth maybe three times. So this guy said—this 
was SS too—”Go in my room.” So we go in his room. I was 
standing the last one in the corner more and the brother closely to 
him. And he says to this SS what say this we must go the trenches,  
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[1:20:00] you know, next morning, he said, “I will not allow this what you 
want.” And he said, “I’m over you. You’re not. I will select one of 
Jehovah’s Witness[es].” They never call us Jehovah’s Witness[es] 
then, only Bible Students. 

 
Robert Buckley: Bibelforscher? 
 
Feliks Borys: Yeah, Bibelforscher. Just he says Jehovah’s Witness. I was 

surprised. Just he was in uniform, in SS uniform, and he was 
officer. And he says later on I no find he select one brother and 
said, “You will work for me.” So I was praying to God Jehovah 
why, why he no select me. I speak German, and these brothers 
speak only Polish. He could not speak German, you know.  

 
And in few seconds the brother say, “No, I no go work for you,” 
you know.  
 
So, he select me and he say, “Morning you’ll be out of camp and 
you come. I live in this house.” So the SS was oversee, over this 
camp was watching behind the curtains what Jehovah’s 
Witness[es] will do. So when I go close to the barrack, then you go 
out, you must go close to the barrack. He go out and says, “You 
cannot go out. I’ll shoot you.” 
 
I says, “You cannot do this. You’re just like the rooster.” 
 
And he took out the revolver and put to my chest. “Then you make 
one step further, I’ll shoot you.” Just, you know, all people was 
looking around what’s going on, you know, and he liked to kick 
me. Just his foot fall between the trenches. There was like fence, 
you know. This was not even the wood, so he no want damage the 
shoes. He put the revolver back and pull out the foot on the shoe. I 
ran to the main gate, and there was two guys civilian. They have 
only like bent. They help the SS or something. And he later on I 
found this. He beat the brothers there would not want to go _____, 
would not want to go to build the trenches. So I go to this home 
where was this SS what select and he says, you know, he live in 
one house. This was not his. Only there was lady, you know, and 
the husband was taken to the front. The German put in each house, 
you know, like the could live for short time. He has three rooms. I 
should clean this and this. 
 

[1:25:00] And other prisoner at 10 o’clock came and told me this guy what is 
in charge for the prisoners for the camp he beat my brothers for 
this watch over and one has damaged eye. 
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Robert Buckley: You mean he beat them for not working, for not digging the war 
trenches. 

 
Feliks Borys: Yeah and one is cut their side with a shovel and he said this: 

“You’re lucky this happen nothing to you.” So I told this lady this 
because she was hearing. He spoke to me in Polish, this guy. So 
she asked why he was here and what he told me I told this lady this 
because Jehovah’s Witness not go to the trenches. There was a 
beating and I’m one of Jehovah’s Witness[es]. So she told later on 
at 12 o’clock this guy, the SS what was stationed in the home. So 
he called me and he asked me [if] I know the regulation what is in 
the camp. The regulation was you could not say what’s going on 
and how many was killed or die or something like that. And I told 
him because my brothers was beating and this for me worse than I 
be beating, you know. I could take this much easier. And he said, 
“You no read the Bible? The Bible say what belong to Caesar give 
to Caesar. You should obey.” 

 
 I said, “Only in this case they know it go against God Jehovah.” 
 
 And then he said, “Then I give you order. You will obey or not?” 
 
 I said, “No, that go against God’s law. I will never obey you.” 
 
 So he say, “Nobody kill you. I will kill you. I will shoot you.” Just, 

you know, this lady was in the kitchen. She hear the voice looking 
to the little bit, you know, to the doors what’s going on. In three 
days she hiding me always in walk-in closet. She was more afraid 
than I was afraid this he will shoot me. 

 
Robert Buckley: She was willing to hide you. 
 
Feliks Borys: Yeah. 
 
Robert Buckley: She risked her life. 
 
Feliks Borys: Yeah so I always pray each day, you know, this Jehovah give me 

the courage and help me go out. So I even not go to the camp 
because she never allowed. I was –  

 
Robert Buckley: So you didn’t go back the camp either. 
 
Feliks Borys: No, I was sleeping in the walk-in closet on floor there three nights. 

And then I pray all the time that Jehovah will not allow this I will 
die here. I won’t serve adults who serve in camp all time. And then 
one day she came and says, “This guy want talk with you.”  
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[1:30:00] So I go out and I go to this room. He was sitting behind the table, 
and he says, “Tell me the truth.” 

 
 I says, “I’m Jehovah’s Witness. I always speak the truth.” 
 
 He say, “Do you pray lately more?” 
 
 I says, “I pray all time.” 
 
 “No, no. Tell me if you lately pray more or not.” 
 
 I says, “Yes.” 
 
 And he says, “This why my conscience bother me all time. I have 

no peace. I will make peace with you.” 
 
Robert Buckley: This was the German officer saying this. 
 
Feliks Borys: Yeah and then he says, “You don’t know? I’m the doctor. You got 

Jehovah send me here. This you and your brothers be safe in this 
camp.” I could not believe what he say, you know. And he says, 
“What I eat you will eat and your brothers.” And he called this 
woman and says, “For five guys you will cook the meal,” you 
know. 

 
Robert Buckley: So this doctor was sent to this camp? 
 
Feliks Borys: Yeah. 
 
Robert Buckley: Do you remember his name? 
 
Feliks Borys: No. 
 
Robert Buckley: Isn’t that something? So he was sent to the camp and he saw to it 

that you got food for you and the other Witnesses. 
 
Feliks Borys: Yeah. The lady I go then to camp and bring all this what she cook 

like she cook maybe two gallons or five gallons some days soup. I 
bring to the brothers and they’re sick, Brother Scheider and 
Brother Licnierski, what was sick and their food. I share all of this 
what he, the doctor, had for me and for the brothers. 

 
Robert Buckley: So he was able to help you. Did he also work on other prisoners 

too? 
 
Feliks Borys: No. 
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Robert Buckley: Is that right? 
 
Feliks Borys: Only Jehovah’s Witness. Then we left the camp after one month. 

You know, I found this. He killed himself with the revolver he 
shoot. He no want the Russian will maybe take him. 

 
Robert Buckley: Oh, was he a German doctor? 
 
Feliks Borys: Yeah and he was SS, doctor SS. 
 
Robert Buckley: Oh, SS doctor. 
 
Feliks Borys: Yeah so I never –  
 
Robert Buckley: Let me ask you, how much longer now? You were there about a 

month. Did the Russians come then to free the camp? 
 
Feliks Borys: Before, before the camp they want take us to Baltic Sea to go to 

Denmark, you know, by boat. Just we not make, you know. 
Brother Scheider and Brother Licnierski should stay there because 
he was so weak. This, they could not walk and those who was sick 
could not go out even from the barrack. They no want this other 
get the typhus or something like that. I go to Brother Scheider 
there, you know. I even not admit and I bring him something to 
eat, some bread. Just I no go to Brother Licnierski. He was in 
different room in the same barrack. Just this barrack was maybe 
long 100 feet, and he was one side. Brother Licnierski was on other 
side. 

 
[1:35:00] He was so weak this even they put him in one room to die. I visit 

him every night during night, you know. 
 
Robert Buckley: Food? You were able to bring food? 
 
Feliks Borys: He could not eat. Only wash his face with snow or something like 

that, you know, because he sweat so much and his lips was 
cracking. His blood from the lips got out. You know, he has not 
enough drink, so I go every night through the window to him and 
wash him the face and then look around if the SS or somebody is 
there. Then I jump out and go back to my room, you know. So I 
was sure when they took us out from that camp this that two 
brothers, Brother Licnierski and Brother Scheider, will die. 

 
Robert Buckley: Without your help. 
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Feliks Borys: Yeah. 
 
Robert Buckley: When was that? Was that 1945 now? 
 
Feliks Borys: Yeah, ‘45. 
 
Robert Buckley: Toward the end of the war. 
 
Feliks Borys: Yeah and, you know, then took me whole two months get to my 

home. 
 
Robert Buckley: Now, when the war ended, was it the Russian soldiers who came to 

your camp? 
 
Feliks Borys: Yeah, I was out because I go with the doctor and with the guy what 

was in charge for this camp, you know. And he has girlfriend, SS 
too lady, and I go with her when she ride on the horse. She was 
afraid of the horse, so they ask me if I can deal with horse. I says 
yes. Just I was afraid too horse. I never has horse and this I says 
yes so I won’t be close with them, you know, to the front not with 
other prisoners.  

 
Robert Buckley: Well, how did you feel when you knew the war was ending? What 

went through your mind? 
 
Feliks Borys: You know, we know still was not finished. 
 
Robert Buckley: Still wasn’t over. 
 
Feliks Borys: Yeah and the Lagerführer what was those over the prisoners came 

to me and said, “When the Russian will come, you will enjoy.” 
 
 I says, “Doesn’t matter to me German or Russian. At least they 

serve Jehovah.” 
 
 And then he say, “Jehovah, Jehovah,” and go in front of me. 

Maybe he mention six or seven times “Jehovah, Jehovah” like met 
the guy. And then he go close to this woman and talk with her, and 
they go in forest, you know. I hear only the shots. They kill each 
other, you know. 

 
Robert Buckley: You mean that woman that took care of you in the house? 
 
Feliks Borys: No, no. 
 
Robert Buckley: This is another one. This is another one. 
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Feliks Borys: This was SS woman, girlfriend of this what in charge. They kill 

each other, you know, quickly. How I don’t know. Only I hear they 
killed each other, and then the doctor killed himself, you know. 
There was lot prisoners, so you could not see what is going on. 
And then, you know, I was self with the horse and two brothers 
with me. 

 
[1:40:00] And the rest of brothers take in different direction. 
 
Robert Buckley: So where were you now? You were still in Poland? 
 
Feliks Borys: Yeah, this was then Germany. Later on was take by the Russian 

and this was part of Poland. 
 
Robert Buckley: Now, did the Russians permit you to go back home? 
 
Feliks Borys: You know, when the Russians came, there was still German there. 
 
Robert Buckley: So they were still fighting. 
 
Feliks Borys: Yeah, they were still fighting. Just was the opportunity this, you 

know, the prisoners could escape because the German was so 
afraid of the Russian, the SS, they not care what is going on. At 
least they are safe. I see the Russian goes close with the planes to 
the air. The German go like chicken. They was afraid what was 
going on. 

 
Robert Buckley: Running all over. So now were you able to go with all of Jehovah’s 

Witnesses back to your homes? 
 
Feliks Borys: No. 
 
Robert Buckley: You split up. 
 
Feliks Borys: Only other two brothers and this other what was with me. They go 

in other direction. They maybe, you know, the group 1,500 this 
long group you couldn’t control. They go earlier than me. 

 
Robert Buckley: Everybody went in all directions. 
 
Feliks Borys: Yeah. 
 
Robert Buckley: Tell me, when you finally got back to your hometown, how long 

did it take you to get to your hometown? 
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Feliks Borys: Two months. 
 
Robert Buckley: Two months and –  
 
Feliks Borys: Because we could not go by any vehicle, only by foot. And then 

later on the Russian after 14 days, when the Russian came, they 
arrest me. 

 
Robert Buckley: When you were home? 
 
Feliks Borys: No. 
 
Robert Buckley: Along the way. 
 
Feliks Borys: Along the way because two brothers wanted to go out, you know, 

where we stay in the one house but one German guy, and there was 
20 coming, 20 prisoners. And I read every day mostly evening 
from the Bible, and I give witness there, you know. So this guy 
was like baker. He like me. He always took me to bakery and says 
he will give the bakery for me, you know. He was really nice guy, 
so we stay in his home maybe 14 days. And the two brothers say, 
“We want to go out to our home.” So then we go out. The Russian 
soldier, you know, with the blue hat and there was a red cross on 
top. They was like SS even worse. They was very bad the guys, 
and they arrest us there. And I look in this room was sitting maybe 
40 guys. I asking how long they are here. They said already 14 
days with the Russian. I ask if somebody go out. They say no.  

 
[1:45:00] So when I go to one brother, you know, he was very skinny, very 

skinny. Barely he could stay. I said, “We must pray to Jehovah. 
Otherwise, we go no out.” 

 
 He said, “I thought the same,” and just he could not speak. 
 
Robert Buckley: He was so weak. 
 
Feliks Borys: Yeah. 
 
Robert Buckley: Well, didn’t the Russians know that you were prisoners under the 

Germans, that you were in the concentration camps, that you had 
been in the concentration camps? 

 
Feliks Borys: Yeah. 
 
Robert Buckley: They knew that. 
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Feliks Borys: No, they no believe because I was serving now for the SS. I was 
dressed like civilian, you know, and took the number out. And the 
brother I help him to get civilian dress too, you know, so they no 
believe. They says, “You are German spy.” 

 
Robert Buckley: So how did you finally get released? 
 
Feliks Borys: So finally when we pray, some soldier go in and he go to this 

brother, so I told him don’t say nothing. I will say for you, you 
know. And this brother say nothing, only was standing and I said, 
“This my friend. We was both in the concentration camp, and he 
cannot speak.” So he went out, this soldier. I says to this brother 
when they took me first, take me first, then I will speak this. I have 
friend what cannot speak. When they take you first, then say 
nothing, only show this you have some friend. So, anyhow, they 
call me first, you know, to the office. This was in some building 
and he, this Russian officer say, “You German spy. Now I have 
you.” 

 
 I says, “What you think the German so stupid their spies be in your 

hands? We was in prison,” and then I spoke about this brother. 
You know, he was arrest[ed] before me. He cannot speak. He 
cannot talk. And maybe I was there 20 minutes. This guy took all 
this food what they have, you know, all this lady give me and let 
me go out and then –  

 
Robert Buckley: So, we don’t have much time left on the film. So when you were 

finally released by the Russians, did they finally permit you to go 
back to your hometown? 

 
Feliks Borys: Yeah. 
 
Robert Buckley: Now, when you got home, was your mother and father still alive? 
 
Feliks Borys: My father was dead already in _____ [crosstalk]  
 
Robert Buckley: [Crosstalk] That’s right. He had died before the war, okay. How 

about your mother and the rest of your family? 
 
Feliks Borys: My two sisters, they go out before I come to my home. After two 

day, Brother Scheider and Licnierski come to our home. I could 
not believe this they still alive. 

 
Robert Buckley: They came to your home. 
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Feliks Borys: Yeah and their mouths, their face was like moon, you know. I said 
what happened? 

 
Robert Buckley: So they came to visit you. 
 
Feliks Borys: And they told me this when I left the camp, one soldier, Russian 

soldier took him on the arm. He couldn’t walk. 
 
[1:50:00] And go and took Brother Licnierski. He not say even this his friend 

there because he never know it. The soldier don’t know even too. I 
can say this was Jehovah direction. 

 
Robert Buckley: But the Russian soldier actually helped them. 
 
Feliks Borys: Yeah, took the two brothers and go where they –  
 
Robert Buckley: So they survived. Now, how about your sisters? Did they survive 

the end of the war? 
 
Feliks Borys: Yeah, they survived. They died in Australia. 
 
Robert Buckley: Okay, they died afterwards. 
 
Feliks Borys: Yeah. 
 
Robert Buckley: Now, how about your brother? 
 
Feliks Borys: My brother was in German army. He never stay in the truth. 
 
Robert Buckley: Oh, he wasn’t one of Jehovah’s Witnesses, okay. 
 
Feliks Borys: Yeah. 
 
Robert Buckley: Okay, very good. Now, after the war ended, did you start back up 

in your Bible educational work? 
 
Feliks Borys: Yeah, was not easy. The Communists, they arrest us. 
 
Robert Buckley: Oh, so now you were under the Communist regime. 
 
Feliks Borys: Yeah. 
 
Robert Buckley: And so once again you’re under persecution again. 
 
Feliks Borys: Again so maybe I could deal with them much easier than other 

brothers because I already go through the persecution. 
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Robert Buckley: Yes, you were under once already, so when did you finally leave 

Poland then? 
 
Feliks Borys: ‘66. 
 
Robert Buckley: And so then you came to where? 
 
Feliks Borys: To New York. 
 
Robert Buckley: Ah, you were able to get out. 
 
Feliks Borys: Yeah. 
 
Robert Buckley: And I would like to do is how many – and when did you get 

married? 
 
Feliks Borys: In ‘51 or ‘52. Yeah, ‘51. 
 
Robert Buckley: ‘51 and was that in Poland? 
 
Feliks Borys: In Poland. 
 
Robert Buckley: Ah so you’re married and you married – and how many children 

do you have from your marriage? 
 
Feliks Borys: Two. 
 
Robert Buckley: Two? 
 
Feliks Borys: So, my son is younger. He presiding overseer in Monument.  
 
Robert Buckley: And your daughter? 
 
Feliks Borys: This Eva live here in Carolina. 
 
Robert Buckley: Know what I’d like to do? I’d like to bring over their pictures to 

put on the film. What is that picture? 
 
Feliks Borys: On the picture is my wife mother and this my wife and her brother 

and their father here. This my wife after. This was in ‘65 I take the 
picture. This was myself and then I was from camp, one year after 
camp. This my father, my mother, and my sister was born in 
Germany. 

 
Robert Buckley: Would you describe that for us, please? 
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Feliks Borys: So, this my son and his wife and three girls. [Changes picture] 

And my daughter – this was maybe taken in ‘56 or something like 
this. [Changes picture] My daughter and the three children, you 
know. [Changes picture] This my daughter and this her husband 
when they get married.  

 
Robert Buckley: Mr. Borys, what do you think of your experiences that you’ve gone 

through. What would you tell a person who would say that these 
things didn’t ever happen or it’s just an exaggeration? 

 
[1:55:00] 
 
Feliks Borys: You know, many times will what go never go through it. They 

think this way because they never experience what the SS or Nazi 
did. Even my fleshly brother when I speak, he say he no believe in 
this the German they did because they never found, you know, the 
German, the Nazi. They always bring their points like they was 
innocent. 

 
Robert Buckley: You mean your own brother, who was in the German army who 

was not one of Jehovah’s Witnesses, didn’t believe how bad things 
were? 

 
Feliks Borys: No, no. Even I told him he say, “I don’t believe you. This could 

not be like this.” 
 
 I says, “Listen, they was worse than animals. What I saw I even 

not say one tenth of percent this was going on. You know how they 
was, the SS.” He was one of SS, too. Just he never was taking care 
of camp. 

 
Robert Buckley: He was never involved in that. 
 
Feliks Borys: Yeah. You know, many German[s], they not see what’s going on, 

you know, and most of those who go through or has experience 
with the prisoners maybe they dead or something like that, and just 
the young generation never think about it. 

 
Robert Buckley: Right so when you were in the concentration camp, were you in 

with Jewish people, Gypsies? 
 
Feliks Borys: Yeah, Jewish, Gypsies, and then homosexual. 
 
Robert Buckley: And Jehovah’s Witnesses? 
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Feliks Borys: Jehovah’s Witness, yeah, they –  
 
Robert Buckley: Polish underground? 
 
Feliks Borys: Yeah. 
 
Robert Buckley: The partisans? 
 
Feliks Borys: Yeah, they was there. Just you could see they was – even the 

Jew[s] they was not united, you know, because everyone starving 
for their lives. Jehovah’s Witness[es] they recognize they are 
different than other groups because they was united and for them 
was only they dead like asleep during the night because they 
believe in the resurrection or something; was much easier to 
endure. 

 
Robert Buckley: So, as you look back at it, do you feel that it made your faith 

stronger as you were stating? 
 
Feliks Borys: You know, with time you get more and more even your fleshly 

weak, you get stronger because you can see whatever you ask 
Jehovah always with help you. And then you have the support by 
the brothers and sister[s], those who have the same faith. This 
make you standing close to Jehovah because only this way you can 
see the blessing and direction, you know, what people in the world 
don’t have. 

 
Robert Buckley: Well, Mr. Borys, the United States Holocaust Museum would like 

to thank you very much for sharing your experience with us so that 
other people might learn what happened during the Holocaust 
years in 1933. 

 
[End of Recording] 
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