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Summary of Interview 
 
Robert K. Wagemann was born on May 23, 1937, in Manheim, Germany. 
 
Robert’s parents were both Bibelforscher (Jehovah’s Witnesses) before he was born. As a Bibelforscher, 
Robert’s father was politically neutral, so he did not participate in the vote for Adolph Hitler, nor did he 
join the military. When pregnant with Robert, his mother was arrested while distributing Witness 
literature, and she was detained at police headquarters without food or water. When she was near to 
giving birth, she was released because of an amnesty decree. Robert suffered a hip injury during his 
breech birth, leaving him disabled. When his mother was called to take him for a medical examination at 
the university clinic of Heidelberg at Schlierheim, she overheard the doctors saying that they would give 
him a lethal injection to kill him. So during their lunch break, she quickly grabbed Robert and ran from 
the clinic to a nearby river and hid in the tall reeds. They went into hiding until Robert was old enough to 
attend school. 
 
Attending school was challenging for Robert. On the first day of school, the schoolchildren were ordered 
to assemble at the front of the school to sing the national anthem and give the Heil Hitler salute. Having 
been raised by his parents as one of Jehovah’s Witnesses, Robert had been taught that salvation comes 
only from the Creator, Jehovah God, and his son, Jesus Christ, and not any human. Thus, he did not 
participate in nationalistic ceremonies. Even when the local priest, dressed in Nazi uniform, and the 
mayor visited the school, Robert stood silently at the rear of the group of students, refusing to participate, 
as the anthem and salute were being performed. He reasoned that Jehovah God and Jesus Christ would be 
able to observe him from heaven, and that gave him strength. 
 
As a youth, Robert saw the priest dressed in the Nazi uniform recruiting young men for the military, 
saying that “it was a holy thing to die for the Fatherland.” Another time, while out cycling with his father, 
Robert saw a Catholic priest blessing weapons placed in front of the church. Robert remembered going 
out cycling with his father and meeting others for picnics in the woods. Only later did he realize that those 
picnics were religious meetings of Bibelforscher where they met secretly to read and discuss the 
Watchtower magazine under the guise of having a picnic. Lookouts were stationed who would sound a 
warning with whistles if people were approaching, and thus they could quickly hide their literature. As 
time went on and the Witnesses were arrested or killed, attendance at the meetings diminished. 
 
Robert does not claim to be a hero or an important person, but he feels that it is important for people to 
understand what really happened during the war. With all of the strife and bad things going on in the 
world, it is important for people to know what happened in the past so that it does not happen again. He 
also said that all people need to get to know their Creator and his promised reward of a better life in the 
future where all people will be brothers and sisters. 
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