
[0:00:00] 
 
Robert Buckley: … the Michigan area. We’re going to be interviewing Mr. Clayton 

Ball, who’s one of Jehovah's Witnesses since the year 1933. As a 
matter of fact, yesterday he and his wife celebrated their 73rd 
anniversary of marriage. Mr. Ball and his wife, Joey, were active 
here in the United States during the war years up to the present 
time. They became Jehovah's Witnesses back in 1933, while 
Jehovah's Witnesses in Europe were going through the Nazi era. 

 
 And because of the war effort throughout the world, it brought 

pressure on Jehovah's Witnesses throughout the entire world from 
what we understand. From what we understand, Mr. Ball, it was 
due to the spirit of nationalism probably, Supreme Court decisions 
here in the United States, and evidently even some clergy influence 
if I’m not mistaken. You yourself have experienced some intense 
periods of pressure in this country. And that’s what we’d like to 
hear today: What happened to Jehovah's Witnesses during the war 
era in Europe in 1933 to 1945 here in the US? 

 
 So with these comments, we’d like to proceed at this time. First of 

all, would you like to tell us your full name please, the place you 
were born and where? 

 
Clayton Ball: Well, my name is Clayton Ball, and I was born in a little town in 

New York called Millbrook, New York, about 80 miles up from 
New York City. And I lived there the first 18 years of my life, and 
then I came out to Detroit. And I’ve been in Detroit ever since.  

 
Robert Buckley: What size family did you have, and what type of work did your 

father do to support your family? 
 
Clayton Ball: Well, my father was a painting contractor and he had – they had 11 

children. I have three sisters younger than I am, and two brothers 
younger than I am, and the same older than I am; so there was 11 
children in the family. And we had our grandmother and my great-
grandmother lived with us, so we had a pretty large home. 

 
Robert Buckley: What year were you born? 
 
Clayton Ball: 1901. 
 
Robert Buckley: 1901. What was the religious persuasion of your family? 
 
Clayton Ball: Really, I know my dad’s and mother’s background. They were in 

the Salvation Army but not when I knew them, of course, so there 
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was no real religion in the family. If you’d ask us what we were, 
we’d probably say Methodist because we used to go to the 
Methodist Sunday School. We got sent there, but no real religion 
in it. My dad and mother used to sit around in the evening, and 
they’d play a banjo and a mandolin. And they’d sing the Salvation 
Army songs to us, and we would join in. But there was no real 
push for religion. 

 
 But in 1914 – do you want me to go on? 
 
Robert Buckley: Please, if you would. 
 
Clayton Ball: In 1914 my dad built a business block in this town. And in it there 

was going to be a moving picture theater. But I don't know how the 
connection was made, but he let the Society show the “Photo-
Drama of Creation”. 

 
Robert Buckley: Now, what society was that? 
 
Clayton Ball: The Watchtower Bible and Tract Society, and they showed it. They 

showed – each night there was four hours, and they showed it for 
four nights. 

 
Robert Buckley: Now, I’ve heard to other people refer to this “Photo-Drama of 

Creation”. What actually – would you explain what that was? 
 
Clayton Ball: Well, it began with pictures of dinosaurs and things like that in the 

earth, and it brought it up until the present day. It was the “Photo-
Drama” of how the creation took place according to the Bible. And 
they read the chapters in Genesis and then showed the pictures. 
And the outstanding part of it now when we look back, is it was 
the first talking pictures that we ever saw or that ever came on the 
scene. Pastor Russell, as he was then called, was the president of 
the Society. And as he talked, there was a record played that 
synchronized his voice with the record. And so when he explained 
something, it was just like he was talking to you in the audience. 

 
Robert Buckley: So while the film was being shown, the voice would be heard at 

the same time? 
 
Clayton Ball: Yeah. 
 
Robert Buckley: So that was your first contact with Jehovah's Witnesses were they 

called then? 
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Clayton Ball: No, they were called the IBSA, International Bible Students 
Association. 

[0:05:00] And because my dad had let the Society have that for free, we had 
Zion’s Watchtower for ten years. And then they sent us the books 
as they’d come out right up until 1919. And I was a very avid 
reader at the time. To give you an idea how I stood out among the 
rest of my brothers and sisters, after we came in the truth, we 
visited back to New York.  

 
 And my mother said, “Do you know, I’ve had a package of books 

that I was going to send because I knew that you would be 
interested in them.” And they were the first seven volumes of The 
Watchtower. So she never sent them because then I took them 
home with me, and I still have it. 

 
Robert Buckley: Well, how actually – how long has The Watchtower been printed? 
 
Clayton Ball: Since 1879, the first issue, July 1, 1879. And I have them all, right 

from 1879 right up until the present day. 
 
Robert Buckley: So then you had the background to speak for Jehovah's Witnesses 

then. 
 
Clayton Ball: Oh, yes. 
 
Robert Buckley: I see. So that was your first acquaintance with Jehovah's 

Witnesses, this “Photo-Drama of Creation” you say. Was it very 
popular at the theater your father owned? 

 
Clayton Ball: Not particularly. Oh, they held it over once because of the 

popularity of it spread around. See, the town only had 1,500 people 
but there was a big surrounding rural area. And the people heard 
about it and they wanted to come, and so it was held over. It was 
shown twice. 

 
Robert Buckley: OK. Well then, if that was your first contact with Jehovah's 

Witnesses back then, when did you become an active Jehovah's 
Witness, I guess you would refer to it as? 

 
Clayton Ball: Well then, when I began to work for a living, see, and the 

discussion of religion would come up – this would be between ’20 
and ‘28. And when the discussion of religion came up, there was 
one man that was in the group that I worked with. He used to 
always say, “Oh, I like Ball’s religion the best,” when we’d come 
up. Now, I didn’t know even hardly where I got the information. 
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But it was from the “Photo-Drama”, see, and what God had said 
was going to happen; you know, what the future held.  
But in 1928 we had a convention here in Detroit at the fairgrounds; 
and the IBSA, they canvassed for rooms. And a friend of ours took 
in several of the IBSA for the convention, and so we spent much 
time with them. 

 
Robert Buckley: So you weren’t one of Jehovah's Witnesses at that time in 1928? 
 
Clayton Ball: No, no so then we took all the books from them, but we didn’t read 

them through. We scanned through them and that, and there was 
no follow-up at the time. So it wasn’t until, I would say, the latter 
part of ’31 and the first part of ’32. We moved down onto a street 
called Adaline into Detroit.  

 
And one day one of our children, they got acquainted with some 
kids down the street. And it was during the Depression. I wasn’t 
working. And they wanted to go over to Palmer Park and to the 
wading pool; and they wanted this little girl down the street to go 
with them. I said, “Well, that’ll be fine, but let’s stop and find out 
if it’s all right with the girl’s mother.”  
 
Well, she came out and she said, “Oh, you're the new people up at 
the end of the street.” And she went on and she was very 
expressive with her arms, waving them. And she told we were 
going to have dictators and the banks were going to close within a 
year.  
 
And when we drove away, my wife said, “Is she a fortune-teller?” 
 
I said, “No,” but I said, “As far as the banks closing, that couldn’t 
happen. I said, “We have the Federal Reserve System and all 
that—big deal.” But they just heard a few months later the new 
President, the first thing he did was declare a moratorium. All the 
banks closed. So that was – and we asked her later where she got 
it.  
 
But she said, “That’s in the Vindication book No. 2.” 

 
Robert Buckley: Printed by whom? 
 
Clayton Ball: By the Watchtower Bible and Tract Society. They said the bank 

was going to close, and that was printed several years before they 
closed.  
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Robert Buckley: So this perked your interest then in this group Jehovah's 
Witnesses? 

 
Clayton Ball: Yes. So she wanted to place a book with us, and my wife says, 

“Oh, we have those books.” And she went down in the basement, 
got a box, and she come up with the seven volumes.  

 
[0:10:00] Well, what happened with us, we took those books and the 

booklets, and we read them all the way through and looked up 
every scripture in every one of the books and every one of the 
booklets. And by the end of that time—it took us about a month to 
do that—we wore out a Bible. And now the people that witnessed 
to us, now they were asking us questions because we had studied 
them all, and we were able to answer to their questions. 

 
Robert Buckley: So, then, when did you become then an active Jehovah's Witness? 
 
Clayton Ball: Well, possibly in the first part of – the latter part of ’32. And then 

we were baptized September 8, 1933. 
 
Robert Buckley: Now, what had you heard at that time about Jehovah's Witnesses 

over in Germany? Had you hear anything at that time here in the 
US as yet? 

 
Clayton Ball: No, not as yet. We knew that things were bad just from looking at 

headlines in the paper and that. But as far as knowing what they 
were going through, we didn’t know. 

 
Robert Buckley: What type of activity were Jehovah's Witnesses involved? How did 

they carry on, well, your Bible educational work I guess you refer 
to it as? 

 
Clayton Ball: Yes. Well, first, we would talk to the people at the door. We had a 

card, and it had a sermon; and we’d memorize that sermon. And 
part of it said: ‘You’ve perhaps heard of Judge Rutherford. He 
lectures on 450 radio stations each week. As the Judge well says, 
we need a perfect government. But from what source would a 
perfect government come?’ And we’d interest the people that way. 

 
Robert Buckley: Now, who is Judge Rutherford? 
 
Clayton Ball: He was the president of the Society. Pastor Russell died I think 

around 1917 or ’18, and Judge Rutherford became the – he was 
legal advisor for the Society, and he became the president. And he 
died in 1942, I think. 
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Robert Buckley: OK so you used to take this little card with you from house to 
house, was it? You knocked on doors? 

 
Clayton Ball: Well, that was what we learned. But then there was so many they 

couldn’t do it. So then we come out with a card. In fact, I have one. 
I should have it here. And we’d say, “Would you please read this 
card?” 

 
Robert Buckley: Would you like to go get it, please? 
 
[Brief pause] Now, Mr. Ball, you were referring to the first two presidents of 

your Society, and I understand you’ve got some pictures there 
you’d like to show of them? 

 
Clayton Ball: Yes. Well, see, this is the first picture. This was Pastor Russell. 

And we had served in the congregation with all the presidents of 
the Society from Pastor Russell right on up ‘til now with them. 
This is Pastor Russell, but then he was replaced when he died. 
Then we had Judge Rutherford. Here’s a picture of Judge 
Rutherford. Then, of course, we had – after Brother Rutherford 
died, we had Brother Knorr. And then we had Brother Franz, and 
now we have Brother Henschel. 

 
Robert Buckley: So when it comes to Judge Rutherford, you called him – he was the 

president during the war years. 
 
Clayton Ball: Yes, he was and he was really the one that was a spark. See, Pastor 

Russell really lived up to his name. Although he uncovered things 
in religion that he did not believe were true—they didn’t 
correspond with the Bible—he did more of a pastoral work. But 
when Judge Rutherford became the president, he became the 
pusher. 

 
Robert Buckley: Well, what was the difference then in the beliefs of Jehovah's 

Witnesses that put them in a little bit of head-on collision you 
might call it with some other religious groups around the world? 

 
Clayton Ball: Well, see, in the convention in Cedar Point in 1922, see, that 

became the thing. It says, ‘Advertise, advertise the King and the 
kingdom.’ And that put the work on more of an aggression, see. 
Now when we came in the truth, when we were dedicated, there 
were only 32,000 Witnesses in the world, see, and now there’s well 
over 5,000,000 in the world. And it reminds you of Isaiah 65, 
62:22 [sic] where it says: “The little one will become a thousand.” 
Well, in 1914 there was only 5,100 Witnesses, and now it’s over 
5,000,000.  
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[0:15:00] So the little one has become a thousand and the small one a mighty 

nation because now we’re in over 230 lands. And there’s well over 
5,000,000—probably 6,000,000 or 7,000,000. 

 
Robert Buckley: OK, now you were saying back during the ‘30s, you used to use a 

card when you went from door to door. Is this a testimony card or 
something you're referring to? 

 
Clayton Ball: Yes, we used – because of those that could not – didn’t feel 

comfortable in memorizing or couldn’t memorize, right, we’d hav 
a card. And we’d knock on the door and we’d greet the people, 
say, “Good morning. Would you mind reading this card?” And 
we’d hand it to them and then we’d say, “And this is the book the 
card was talking about” or “This is the book that the card was 
talking about.” 

 
Robert Buckley: I see. 
 
Clayton Ball: And we placed lots of literature at the time. 
 
Robert Buckley: Probably people back in those days, I think, had a tendency to read 

more than they do today? 
 
Clayton Ball: Oh, I think so. Yeah, I believe that’s a fact. And so, but then as the 

war – when the war broke out –  
 
Robert Buckley: OK, are you talking around 1939? 
 
Clayton Ball: 1939. See, up until that time we had problems. In fact, just as this 

little aside – I don't know whether you’d be interested in this. We 
went to a convention in Newark, New Jersey. 

 
Robert Buckley: Now, what year is this? 
 
Clayton Ball: This is in 1936. And we were – Mayor Hague, who was the mayor 

of Jersey City, he ran the state of New Jersey. In fact, New York 
Times says that they wondered when he was going to establish 
concentration camps in the Jersey Meadows. Nobody, not even the 
union, could operate in New Jersey; so we filled their jails. 

 
Robert Buckley: Why did they put Jehovah's Witnesses in jails in New Jersey? 
 
Clayton Ball: Because he didn’t want them preaching the good news about the 

Kingdom. 
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Robert Buckley: You mean as you were doing your Bible educational work? 
Clayton Ball: Yes. 
 
Robert Buckley: They had some type of a state law or something? 
 
Clayton Ball: Oh, they had all kinds of laws. See, it wasn’t until those laws were 

declared illegal by the Supreme Court. See, the Society was 
different than other organizations. If they say you can’t do it, they 
couldn’t do it. But we’d fight for our rights. We knew that there 
was no law – in fact, we all were kind of lawyers in ourselves 
because we were trained. We knew that no town, city, state, or 
municipality could pass any law or ordinance that interfered with 
the dissemination of information and opinion. See, that’s in the 
Constitution or the Bill of Rights. So we knew that to be a fact, so 
we would fight for it. 

 
Robert Buckley: You mean so individual places, such as New Jersey, would bring 

pressure on the Witnesses and put them in jail even? 
 
Clayton Ball: Oh yes. See, my wife and I did 30 days in jail in 1936 in Hoboken. 
 
Robert Buckley: All because of being involved in a Bible educational work. 
 
Clayton Ball: That’s it. In fact, we had finished the territory that we had. When 

they were going to have the convention there, in our Kingdom 
Ministry pamphlet that we had for our service meeting, it said: 
‘Why not go to New Jersey and give the brothers there a little 
rest?’ because they were in and out in New Jersey. Well, in fact, in 
1935 in Washington there was a Brother Slaughter who was a 
pioneer, which he devoted all his time to the preaching work. He 
said that was the first time that he and his wife—they were from 
New Jersey—had been out of jail at the same time in two years. 

 
Robert Buckley: Well, how did they get the right to put Jehovah's Witnesses in jail 

in the United States? 
 
Clayton Ball: They had no right. They were violating the law, see, and they 

could do that because people would not fight for their rights. So 
when the Supreme Court ruled those ordinance that they had 
passed as illegal, see, then we had the right to preach. 

 
Robert Buckley: Well, what was the excuse that he had to use in order to put you in 

jail even though it was against constitutional law? 
 
Clayton Ball: We were Communists. 
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Robert Buckley: They called you Communists? 
 
Clayton Ball: Oh yeah, they called us Communists. We were working along with 

the Communists. We were going to try to overthrow the 
government. See, we were preaching about the Kingdom, so we 
were going to overthrow the government.  

 
Robert Buckley: Now, what do you mean by “Kingdom”? 
 
Clayton Ball: Well, we were telling about when Jesus was on earth. See, he went 

through the land. He fed the multitudes. He healed the sick. He 
brought sight to the blind, even raised the dead, see. And he was 
demonstrating his Father’s will. He said: “I’m not doing my own 
will. I’m doing the will of the Father who sent me.”   

 
[0:20:00] And so when they asked him, ‘Teacher, teach us how to pray,’ and 

practically everyone here listening know the Lord’s Prayer. ‘Our 
Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Let your 
Kingdom come. Let your will take place, as in heaven, upon the 
earth.’ Now, we know Jesus would not teach us to pray for 
something that wasn’t going to happen. So he demonstrated what 
was going to happen in that Kingdom. 

 
Robert Buckley: So that’s all you were trying to do is just teach people about that? 
 
Clayton Ball: Yes. We’re not in a converting work. We’re just telling people 

what God is going to do. And then they make a decision whether 
they want that or they want to go their own way. 

 
Robert Buckley: Well, was New Jersey the only place you had problems in? 
 
Clayton Ball: Oh no, all over. Here in Detroit and Hamtramck and all around the 

city we had – constantly we were in jail. In fact, I think I have a 
picture here. Where’s the picture of Joanie? 

 
Robert Buckley: A picture of your daughter? 
 
Clayton Ball: Yeah. 
 
Robert Buckley: There was one there, but what all happened to her while we find 

the picture of your daughter? 
 
Clayton Ball: They were all – constantly they arrested the younger people, say 

girls under 16, boys under 14 would violate a street trade 
ordinance, and they would keep arresting them. And I was 
constantly going over there and getting them out. 
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Robert Buckley: So your daughter was actually picked up by the police? 
Clayton Ball: Oh, many times, many time, many times—not only my daughter 

but others. And when the case come to the courts, they selected my 
daughter because her sister was a pioneer. I was the congregation 
overseer. Joey was a pioneer. And so they took her; and her case 
was going to affect all the young people that had been arrested and 
were waiting for trial. 

 
Robert Buckley: And so what was the outcome of that particular trial with your 

daughter? 
 
Clayton Ball: They ruled the ordinance that they were supposedly violating was 

illegal, and it had no place in the dissemination of information and 
opinion. 

 
Robert Buckley: Well, was it just the police or the mayor of the town that caused 

this pressure to be brought upon you folks here? 
 
Clayton Ball: No, it was religious organizations mostly. 
 
Robert Buckley: As well? 
 
Clayton Ball: Oh yes, yeah. They were the ones that could see the people were 

beginning to look questioningly at their beliefs because the 
Witnesses were using the Bible for everything that they said. In 
fact, later on when I was in what they call the circuit—I was the 
circuit overseer—and we were instructed never say anything from 
the platform that if someone afterward come to you and said, 
“Where’s that in the Bible?,” if you can’t show them, you 
shouldn’t have ever used it. So we would back up everything that 
we said with the Bible. Well then, the people began to look at their 
Bible, and they could find it. Just today, they told me that the 
nurse that used to come to see Joey –  

 
Robert Buckley: Now, Joey is your wife. 
 
Clayton Ball: Yeah—called up and wished us a happy anniversary. Now, I 

studied with her husband, who is a doctor. And we almost finished 
the Knowledge book when they were transferred. And so I turned 
the study over to – he was a Filipino but he was a doctor. And I 
turned it over to a young brother that is a Filipino that lives where 
he does. Now I don't know how they're doing. 

 
Robert Buckley: So you're still very active in your Bible educational work even 

now. 
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Clayton Ball: Oh my goodness, yes. 
Robert Buckley: That’s interesting. Now I heard – is it true that in the United States 

some of Jehovah's Witnesses were tarred and feathered? 
 
Clayton Ball: Well, I haven’t heard that they were tarred and feathered here, but 

up here a little ways in Mount Clemens one brother was tarred and 
feathered.  

 
Robert Buckley: But we’re talking the United States. 
 
Clayton Ball: Yes, and we were giving – out in Howell, Michigan, we were 

giving public lectures. We had a permit to use the courthouse lawn 
on Saturdays. 

 
Robert Buckley: The courthouse lawn? 
 
Clayton Ball: Yeah, and we’d been holding meetings there. And then this 

particular time we were on our way there. 
 
[0:25:00] And it started to rain and rain and rain and rain. It was about 50 

miles away. And so we pulled off the road, two car groups of us. 
And finally, kept raining up ‘til 9:00, 9:30; so we went back. And 
the brothers in there that were there waiting for us, they were so 
glad the rain come because the American Legion was going to tar 
and feather us. 

 
Robert Buckley: The American Legion. Well, now this evidently – did that tie in 

with some type of belief that they thought you were Communists, 
Jehovah's Witnesses were Communists? 

 
Clayton Ball: Yeah. 
 
Robert Buckley: Well, for what reason would they conclude something like that? 
 
Clayton Ball: Because we were talking about the Kingdom. It was just a plan. 

They used that. They knew that we were not Communists. But, 
see, it was in that war hysteric – what do you call it? 

 
Robert Buckley: Hysteria? 
 
Clayton Ball: Hysteria. And they were telling people that we were Communists. 

And so just to give you how fast things changed, things were going 
along quite nice in the ‘30s. And we were – my oldest daughter 
and I were going down to New York to pick up my wife and my 
younger daughter. And I stopped at a little town. I had to go to the 
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restroom. And as I went along, I saw one of these machines that 
print the news. It was in the window of this paper. And it says: 
“Riots break out in Del Rio, Texas.” The Supreme Court had ruled 
against us on one of the ordinances, and riots broke out there in … 

 
Robert Buckley: In Texas? 
 
Clayton Ball: Yeah, it spread in less than a year. Every state in the union had 

mob action. 
 
Robert Buckley: Against Jehovah's Witnesses? 
 
Clayton Ball: Yes. In fact, here in Detroit we were holding meetings at Clark 

Park. And there was over 1,000 in the mob led by two priests, 
Smith and Britt, see. 

 
Robert Buckley: And you actually saw this? 
 
Clayton Ball: Oh yes, involved in it. And broke up the meeting, drove us up out 

of the park. So we went to the police, and the man that gave us the 
permit, he went with us down on the –  

 
[Doorbell rings] 
 
Robert Buckley: We’ll have to stop here for a minute. 
 
Clayton Ball: Stop. 
 
[Video resumes] 
 
Robert Buckley: Well, we were just interrupted by the doctor there for a few 

minutes, but it was nice for them to stop over. But you were 
talking about the pressure that was brought upon Jehovah's 
Witnesses here in the United States, Detroit, New Jersey, Texas. 
What was the problem with the flag salute, the Supreme Court? 
Wasn’t that something similar to Germany? What all was the 
problem here? 

 
Clayton Ball: The problem was the same—that the children would not salute the 

flag. They would not sing the national anthem in the schools. They 
wouldn’t give them the obedience that they demanded to stand and 
sing and so forth. So they were – the same thing that happened in 
Germany happened here. They wanted to expel the children. 

 
Robert Buckley: From school? 
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Clayton Ball: From school. 
 
Robert Buckley: Now, what was the case wherein they took it to the Supreme 

Court? 
 
Clayton Ball: It was called the Gobitas case. That was taken right up through. All 

the lower courts ruled that they could expel the children, but we 
were not satisfied. We took it right up to the Supreme Court. And 
the Supreme Court said they could expel the kids. So then that 
happened all over. We had what they called Kingdom Schools 
then. 

 
Robert Buckley: So Jehovah's Witnesses had to educate –  
 
Clayton Ball: Established their own schools in different places. We didn’t do that 

here in Detroit. We didn’t have to. But in some places in New 
York and in the East where the pressure was great, they established 
their own schools. In fact, when I was in the circuit in New 
England in Providence they still have a Kingdom School. They 
haven’t discontinued it. 

 
Robert Buckley: I see. So then the Supreme Court, I understand, reversed their 

decision within one year and said it was improper to force anybody 
to salute the national emblem. 

 
Clayton Ball: Yes. You see, Roy Gamble was a very famous artist; and he had 

painted all the pictures of the Supreme Court people and the 
governors. If you go up to Lansing, you’ll find the portraits of all 
the governors in the foyer there, and he painted them.  

 
[0:30:00] And he was commissioned to paint Justice Murphy’s picture. 
 
Robert Buckley: Who was on the Supreme Court. 
 
Clayton Ball: He had just been – he was a new member of the Supreme Court. 

So he used to – when the Supreme Court was not in session, he 
would come out to Roy’s studio on Grand River in Linwood. And 
he would set and Roy would work on his picture. But all the time 
Roy talked to him about the truth. 

 
Robert Buckley: About Jehovah's Witnesses. 
 
Clayton Ball: Yes. Roy was one of Jehovah's Witnesses, so he talked to him. So 

a little later on after the sessions of the Supreme Court, I was 
downtown with Roy. We’d been down, posted bond to get some 
brothers released on bond that would not go to war. And we met 
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Frank Murphy and his brother George, who’s a judge out here, and 
his wife. Well, I didn’t know them personally but Roy did, so they 
stopped. They were talking. And Roy says – Frank says, “What did 
you think, Roy, about that recent decision of the Supreme Court?” 

  
 “Oh,” he said, “Frank,” he said, “I knew that you would go along 

with us, but it took a lot of nerve for you to add ‘and we also want 
to go on record as being wrong in the Gobitas case.’” 

 
Robert Buckley: So that’s when the Supreme Court reversed their decision? 
 
Clayton Ball: On the Gobitas case. 
 
Robert Buckley: That’s very interesting. 
 
Clayton Ball: So you see how Jehovah worked through Roy talking to him? 
 
Robert Buckley: Explaining the beliefs of Jehovah's Witnesses. 
 
Clayton Ball: And so this was Frank Murphy’s response. He said, “Roy, I really 

had to preach the gospel for those boys.” 
 
Robert Buckley: I see. 
 
Clayton Ball: So you see the different ways that Jehovah has of turning things 

around as long as we’re sure of what we’re doing. 
 
Robert Buckley: So now but that law affected all peoples of the United States, 

correct? 
 
Clayton Ball: Yes. 
 
Robert Buckley: So it just doesn't apply toward Jehovah's Witnesses. 
 
Clayton Ball: No, the Supreme Court ruled for all the United States. 
 
Robert Buckley: Now, what was going on in Germany at that time? What had you 

heard about what was going on in Germany? 
 
Clayton Ball: It was mostly about the Jews, and the Witnesses were not brought 

to the top. We knew they were being persecuted. They wouldn’t 
heil Hitler. They wouldn’t go to war, and so they were put in 
concentration camps. And they were given an outstanding 
identification; they had a purple triangle was on all of their 
uniforms. But they were the only martyrs; eee, they were German 
citizens. Like the Jews, the Poles, the Gypsies—they were done for 
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as far as Hitler was concerned. But the Witnesses, they could walk 
out of the camps at anytime by signing a paper that they would 
renounce their stand. 

 
Robert Buckley: Are Jehovah's Witnesses, are they pacifists or are they 

conscientious objectors? 
 
Clayton Ball: They're neither. They're obeying God’s laws, see. They're not 

pacifists. The Word said, ‘As far as it’s possible, be peaceful with 
all men.’ But they're not – they couldn’t label them as pacifists. 
They're not. 

 
Robert Buckley: But they conscientiously object to war. 
 
Clayton Ball: War. They will not go to war because God’s law says no. 
 
Robert Buckley: And this is true of them all over the world? 
 
Clayton Ball: Yes. 
 
Robert Buckley: So, in the United States I understand that some of Jehovah's 

Witnesses during the war were put into jails here. Is that correct? 
 
Clayton Ball: Yes. Now, those that would not go to war, the young men, we had 

195 young men in the area that were serving five years in jail with 
a $10,000 fine. They were sentenced because they would not go to 
war. 

 
Robert Buckley: And that was here in the United States or here in the Detroit area? 
 
Clayton Ball: Yeah, in this area. See, there was a book published later on by one 

of the Witnesses that was in jail. And it says something about 
10,000 hours, you know, in jail, but they were the same all over the 
United States. They would not go to war. 

 
Robert Buckley: So then Jehovah's Witnesses, as you were explaining to me before 

in our preinterview, they owe their allegiance first to God. Is that 
right? 

 
Clayton Ball: God, yes. 
 
Robert Buckley: You were reading to me some little publication here? 
 
Clayton Ball: Well, this was pertaining to the children, see, God and State. See, 

we had a pledge. See, they would say we wouldn’t pledge 
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allegiance but we will. We’ll pledge allegiance, and this was the 
allegiance that we would pledge. 

Robert Buckley: What was the publication that was in that you're going to read 
from? 

 
Clayton Ball: This publication was in God and State. And this was our pledge: ‘I 

have pledged my unqualified allegiance and devotion to Jehovah,  
 
[0:35:00] the Almighty God, and to his Kingdom, for which Jesus commands 

all Christians to pray. I respect the flag of the United States. I 
acknowledge it as the symbol of freedom and justice to all. I 
pledge allegiance and obedience to all the laws of the United States 
that are consistent with God’s law, as set forth in the Bible.’ 

  
 Now, see, that goes even beyond what the pledge does, the 

ordinary pledge, see. 
 
Robert Buckley: So you feel that God’s law comes first. 
 
Clayton Ball: Comes first. 
 
Robert Buckley: I see. And so that’s where then you came in conflict with the 

various countries around the world. 
 
Clayton Ball: Yeah, God’s law first. 
 
Robert Buckley: So when Jehovah's Witnesses then were in jails here in the United 

States, when were they released? At the end of the war or … 
 
Clayton Ball: Well, yes. They had to take a pauper’s oath. That meant that they 

could never accumulate anything. And later on, that was released 
too. See, rather than pay the fine, they took a pauper’s oath and 
were released after the war. 

 
Robert Buckley: Now, I also noticed here you have a picture of your daughter when 

she was put into jail right here? She was doing some type of a 
Bible educational work that we were referring to before? 

 
Clayton Ball: Oh, yes and this is a picture of her and her companion standing on 

the street corner with the magazines. And that’s when they were 
arrested, see, for doing that. Now, when her case came to trial, of 
course, the courtroom was packed with Witnesses. But it says:   
“Under cross-examination,” it says that, “this pretty little minister 
poured out scripture lesson from the stand one after another with 
the ease of a child repeating nursery rhymes.” 
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Robert Buckley: So she was a real student of the Bible. 
 
Clayton Ball: Oh yes, she was a real student. And then her mother took the stand. 

And they asked her that if she would still let her daughter go on the 
stand. She said: “Yes, she’s obeying God,” see? 

 
 And the judge, Judge Healey said: “But doesn’t it say in the Bible, 

‘Children, be obedient to your parents?’” 
 
 And I said: “Yes, but it says ‘in the Lord.’ See, if the parents 

wanted her to disobey God’s law, they were not commanded to be 
obedient to them.” So the judge ruled in our favor. We were all 
ready. In fact, Brother Covington, our representative then at that 
time, was already getting papers together to appeal. And the judge 
come out after the recess; come out, and he had these papers in 
front of him and he started to talk, see. Then all the sudden he 
closed up his bail. He said: “I don’t believe,” he said, “the city 
fathers had any idea that they wanted to interfere with a person 
expressing their religious beliefs.” He said: “I rule the ordinance is 
invalid.” 

 
Robert Buckley: Now this was the judge? 
 
Clayton Ball: Judge. 
 
Robert Buckley: The judge himself. 
 
Clayton Ball: Judge. 
 
Robert Buckley: Now, you were speaking of Covington? Is that Hayden C. 

Covington, who went to the Supreme Court many, many times? 
Same? 

 
Clayton Ball: Yeah. 
 
Robert Buckley: Could we see the picture of the newspaper clipping there? 
 
Clayton Ball: Yeah. [Holds up newspaper article] 
 
Robert Buckley: “And girl challenges law”? What else does it say there? It has 

“Jehovah’s orders to sell tracts.” 
 
Clayton Ball: Yeah. 
 
Robert Buckley: So because she was distributing Bible tracts, she was arrested. 
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Clayton Ball: Arrested, yeah. 
 
Robert Buckley: And that was right –  
 
Clayton Ball: And all the young people were arrested. They arrested oh so many 

of them. But Joan was the one that was chosen by Brother 
Covington. And here’s another thing that he did; he came ahead of 
time and he had those that were involved, and he asked them 
questions. He said: “When the prosecutor asks you these 
questions,” he said, “Now, supposing they should ask you so and 
so and so and so? What would you answer?” He said: “Well, let’s 
see what they did back in the days of the apostles.” They got out 
their Bible. So that he put no words in their mouths. Everything 
they said came from the Bible, see, and it was very impressive. 
But, see, only Joan went to court. She was the only one. 

 
Robert Buckley: I see. And I also understand in our preinterview when we were 

chatting before, you said you were involved in taking some of your 
publications into Canada during the war years? 

 
Clayton Ball: Yeah. 
 
Robert Buckley: For what reason? What was wrong with Canada? 
 
Clayton Ball: Well, Canada banned the literature. 
 
Robert Buckley: Of Jehovah's Witnesses? 
 
Clayton Ball: Of Jehovah's Witnesses. 
 
Robert Buckley: During the war? 
 
[0:40:00] 
 
Clayton Ball: So in order to get the literature in, we used to take it over. And 

there’s one particular one, it was End of the Axis Powers that we 
took. We took over 100,000 of those into Canada. We would just 
tie back the springs in the seats of our car and wrap the books up in 
little packages and put them in and then put the cover over. We 
could have two or three cases of literature in the car. And if 
anybody looked in, they couldn’t find it. They wouldn’t see 
anything. 

 
Robert Buckley: Well, why would Canada discriminate against Jehovah's 

Witnesses? 
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Clayton Ball: I have no idea. Catholic Church? See, that’s extremely Catholic, 
particularly in Quebec. So we had the same things happen here as 
happened in Germany. Only here we had court system that 
furnished relief. 

 
Robert Buckley: Protection. 
 
Clayton Ball: Where over in Germany, what Hitler said, that was it. 
 
Robert Buckley: Now, I understand in the Detroit area there was a Catholic priest 

by the name of Father McLachlan or something like that. What 
was his name? 

 
Clayton Ball: Coughlin. 
 
Robert Buckley: Coughlin. 
 
Clayton Ball: Yeah. 
 
Robert Buckley: Did you ever hear any of his speeches? 
 
Clayton Ball: Oh, yeah. 
 
Robert Buckley: Who was he? 
 
Clayton Ball: He was the Catholic priest and he had the Shrine of the Little 

Flower and he lectured. He was pushing. He was going to be in the 
United States when they overthrew the United States government. 
He was going to be like Göring was in Germany, head of that 
group that would be enforcing the things that they wanted, see, 
because they had – he had a group of young men come in there for 
training, and they stood on the corner. They’d line up right 
alongside. We [had] The Watchtower. They had the Christian 
Front Magazine. And we got in real good relationship with some 
of them. And one of them told me that that’s what they were going 
to do. 

 
Robert Buckley: So they were Nazi sympathizers. 
 
Clayton Ball: Coughlin was. These young men were just part of the organization 

he was building up. But, of course, that all went to pieces. They 
found out that he was pushing for go off the gold standard onto the 
silver standard. They found out that he was buying up silver all 
over. You know, they found out he was a big fraud. 

 
[Phone ringing] 
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Robert Buckley: That’s the telephone. OK, so when did the pressure then on 

Jehovah's Witnesses begin to subside here in the United States and 
in the Detroit area? 

 
Clayton Ball: After the war. It was still very rampant all during the war, see, and 

we had problems all the time. But like I mentioned before, we had 
42 cases in the court at one time and all on the same thing, you 
know, distributing without a license or working in apartment 
houses without permission and all things like that. And, see now, 
we would’ve – we brought some of that on ourselves because we 
didn’t use the spirit of a sound mind in some cases. Like if we 
couldn’t go into an apartment, they had the right there to keep us 
out, see, but we would go in anyhow. We would insist on it. See, 
we’d get in different ways. 

 
Robert Buckley: Because you felt that you had the right under the Bill of Rights and 

so on. 
 
Clayton Ball: Yeah. 
 
Robert Buckley: OK, that’s interesting. But then, when it came to Jehovah's 

Witnesses in the United States and they were under this pressure 
probably, you said before, about the spirit of nationalism sort of 
takes over? 

 
Clayton Ball: Yeah. Everybody was: “You people won’t go to war.” That’d be 

the thing the minute you’d say anything, go to the door in many 
cases. “You people won’t go to war. You're against the 
government. You're against this, against that.” So we used to have 
a real problem. 

 
Robert Buckley: So it wasn’t so much that you were against the government. It’s 

just that you wouldn’t fight any place in the world. 
 
Clayton Ball: That’s it. As an example, a brother was telling me that he was 

conducting a study during lunch hour in the factory. And when he 
was conducting the study, a fellow came along and he said: “What 
are you doing?” 

  
 And he said: “We’re having a Bible study.” 
 
 “Who with?” 
 
 “Jehovah’s …” 
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 He said: “I wouldn’t have anything to do – I had a brother killed in 
the war,” and all that and a gang begin to gather. And finally the 
superintendent came over to see what was going on. And this man 
said: “One of my brothers was killed in the war already.” 

 
[0:45:05] “Well,” he said, “You can put this down in your book. He wasn’t 

killed by one of Jehovah's Witnesses.” And Brother Kowalski said 
the gang just broke up. 

 
Robert Buckley: I see. Very good. 
 
Clayton Ball: So there was a lot of – it was just the feeling that they had. If you 

wouldn’t fight for the government, you were an enemy. 
 
Robert Buckley: So then is that why they possibly would brand you as a 

Communist—just because you wouldn’t fight? 
 
Clayton Ball: That’s right, that’s right. 
 
Robert Buckley: Because the same thing was happening over in Germany. Because 

they wouldn’t fight for the Germans, they were called 
Communists. 

 
Clayton Ball: Communists, yeah. 
 
Robert Buckley: And in Communism, under Communism, they called them 

Capitalists. 
 
Clayton Ball: Yeah. 
 
Robert Buckley: Very interesting. So what would you say then now in connection 

with the beliefs of Jehovah's Witnesses and their going to the 
Supreme Court? Has that helped all peoples? 

 
Clayton Ball: Yes. When we won – when the ordinances in New Jersey were 

declared illegal, the unions moved in. All the other organizations 
moved into New Jersey. See, and the American Civil Rights 
organization said Jehovah's Witnesses had done more for the civil 
rights of people than all the other organizations combined. 

 
Robert Buckley: Because of your going to the Supreme Court so many times? 
 
Clayton Ball: Yes. See, they would fight for their right. See, others if they said: 

“You can’t do it,” they wouldn’t do it. But we would fight for our 
rights because we had Jehovah behind us. 
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Robert Buckley: When did you begin to really learn about what was happening to 
your Jehovah's Witnesses in Germany? Can you recall? 

Clayton Ball: Oh, yes. We’d begun to get notice of it right away. 
 
Robert Buckley: Because in some of your journals, it carries some very interesting 

articles as to what was going on over there. 
 
Clayton Ball: Yeah, so we knew what Hitler was doing. 
 
Robert Buckley: So you would take these articles that were written by your society 

about Germany and their collaboration? 
 
Clayton Ball: Yes, like that book that we had End of the Axis Powers. See, that 

was during the war. That was when we were still banned in 
Canada, and we took those things over into Canada. Because after 
the war was over, I went over and picked up phonographs from the 
authorities there that had taken phonographs away from the 
Witnesses. I had a half a load of phonographs. 

 
Robert Buckley: Well, what do you mean by phonographs? What was a phonograph 

used for? 
 
Clayton Ball: Well, see, we used them in preaching the good news of the 

Kingdom. We would go to the door, knock on the door. When the 
people come, we’d have the phonograph open and we’d say: “We 
have a message we’d like to have you listen to. I’m sure you’ll be 
interested.” Only we would look right at the phonograph. We 
wouldn’t look at them. See, and they would listen or they would 
close the door. 

 
Robert Buckley: Oh, so instead of you speaking … 
 
Clayton Ball: The phonograph did. The phonograph did the talking. 
 
Robert Buckley: Oh, very interesting. 
 
Clayton Ball: And then later, one of the brothers in Pontiac—his name was 

Strong, Bill Strong—he invented a vertical phonograph. I had one 
that we would stand there and we’d just tilt it like that. We didn’t 
open it up. We’d tilt it like that and it would start to play, so we 
had that for quite a while. And then we began to – then the school 
came in, and we’d begin to be trained to speak to people at the 
door concerning the Witness work. And that’s been the greatest 
thing of all, see, to learn to talk to people. 
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Robert Buckley: So during those war years then with all the pressure that was put 
upon Jehovah's Witnesses, did your numbers increase here in the 
United States? 

 
Clayton Ball: Oh yes, they increased. And you might be interested in this, 

Brother, is gas was rationed and you had to get permission to get 
gasoline. And we had a truck, a panel truck that we used a lot, and 
this was something that I had. [Holds up a document] It was a 
permit to buy for the month 140 gallons of gasoline. 

 
Robert Buckley: Now, was that for you? 
 
Clayton Ball: No, no, for this panel truck for the Society, for the witnessing 

work. You know, to transport literature and things like that. 
 
Robert Buckley: So you got special permission to get gasoline. 
 
Clayton Ball: Yes, see, Office of Defense Transportation Certificate of War 

Necessity. Commercial vehicle, single unit. Then it tells City of 
Detroit, Christian purposes, books, chairs, and so forth. That’s 140 
gallons of gasoline for the first quarter of 1945. So we had to be 
very careful. Now, I had an “A” Classification, but I couldn’t go 
very far away from the city because if they found me up in Howell, 
Michigan, and they saw that the tag I had in my windshield, they’d 
say: “Aha, he’s getting some gasoline somewhere.” 

 
Robert Buckley: Right, they’d get to check on it. 
 
Clayton Ball: This was a 1937 truck. 
 
Robert Buckley: We’re going to stop here for one second because you have some 

pictures there you want to show. OK, perhaps we can pick up with 
that picture? 

 
Clayton Ball: [Holding up photo] Yes, I was thinking, during this time, Brother 

Buckley, the Witnesses when we’d have a convention, we’d put 
signs all over our cars. And here’s a picture of us getting ready to 
go to a convention and putting signs on our car. 

 
Robert Buckley: For advertising? 
 
Clayton Ball: For advertising the public talks and things like that. We were 

talking a little while ago about Jehovah's Witnesses being accused 
of being spies and things like that. [Holding up news clipping]. 
Now here’s an article. It’s taken from the Del Rio, Texas, paper. 
It’s Thursday, May 23, 1940, and it says: “A man and two women 
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who were selling religious literature and playing phonograph 
records were escorted out of town by police after a threatening 
crowd had gathered because of the trio’s refusal to salute the flag. 
The literature, authorities said, was anti-Roosevelt in tone and was 
embellished with swastikas”—and you know that isn’t true—
"which led to a brief spy scare. The three were said to have 
described themselves – ”  

 
Robert Buckley: We just ran out of battery. Would you like to pick up where you 

left off? 
 
Clayton Ball: All right. “The townsfolk piled their literature and records in the 

street and burned them.” So we see how they reacted there the 
same as they did in Germany. 

 
Robert Buckley: Now, you have one other picture there I see of a … what was that 

picture in your hand? 
 
Clayton Ball: Well, we talked about this. And then, this is a picture of Sister Ball 

and myself. [Holds up photo] We’d been Witnesses for 34 years 
altogether, active in the work, and still are. I don't know. You don’t 
want to see this. 

 
Robert Buckley: Sure, that’s fine. 
 
Clayton Ball: This is another picture of my beautiful wife. She was a little 

younger then [laughs]. 
 
Robert Buckley: Very good. So then, Mr. Ball, as you look back over your years of 

being one of Jehovah's Witnesses, and especially during those 
years of pressure during the war years where Jehovah's Witnesses 
felt pressure all around the world, I guess the same reports could 
be heard from Australia and other places as well. How do you feel 
about those years? How do you feel about being able to live here in 
the United States? 

 
Clayton Ball: Well, see, Jehovah God is the Universal Sovereign, and he’s in 

control of everything no matter where it is, what country or 
anything. And the things he wants done are going to be done. And 
during this time, I’ve seen his hand in so many things. I don't know 
whether you’d be interested in this, but, you know, we were having 
a lot of trouble in Hamtramck, and there was a judge named 
Gorbachev—no, I can’t think of his name. It was a Polish name. 
And they picked up the Witnesses one day, arrested them, and I 
went. I gave him a call, and I told him what they had done and 
what they had been picked up for. “Oh,” he said, “I’ll tell them to 
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release them in your custody.” So he did. I went and got them out. 
So after that, all I would do is call up and he’d release them. And 
we had, oh, I forget how many cases at one time. They finally 
came to trial. 

 
 So when the court called the case to begin, see, when he called for 

the attorney for the defense and that, see, this other brother got an 
attorney, see. And the judge looked at me. He said, “Mr. Ball,” he 
said,”Aren’t you going to defend your people?” 

 
 I said, “Your Honor,” I said, “I’m not an attorney.” So he was 

releasing all of them sent to me thinking that I was an attorney, but 
I had never said I was an attorney. 

 
Robert Buckley: Because you were so active in your work here in the Detroit area. 
 
Clayton Ball: See, he thought that I was an attorney. And we don’t know what 

would’ve happened if that hadn’t happened that I got all the 
brothers and sisters out of jail immediately rather than being held 
all this time for the court case. 

 
Robert Buckley: So what do you think of the United States, the Supreme Court 

decisions, and so on, as opposed to Germany? 
 
Clayton Ball: It’s the most wonderful thing to know that we have a Justice 

Department. But we do know that things can change at any time, 
the same as they did in Germany, the same as mob action broke out 
in 46 of the 48 states almost immediately when the Supreme Court 
ruled that those ordinances that they had was proper. So we know 
that things can happen just like that. But we can be very thankful 
that this being really the headquarters of Jehovah's Witnesses, see, 
in the United States. It used to be for the world, but now’s there’s 
branches in all the countries. So we know that no matter what 
would happen here, the branches in these other countries could 
take right over and be active to see that God’s will is going to be 
done, and we are going to have that wonderful Kingdom that Jesus 
Christ demonstrated we would have. 

 
Robert Buckley: Well, Mr. Ball, we’d like to thank you very much for the time 

you’ve taken to tell the story of Jehovah's Witnesses here in the 
United States and what happened to them, especially during those 
crucial years of 1933 through 1945. 

 
Clayton Ball: Yes and just one more little thing about things that happened. I 

believe I referred to a Clark Park, a mob of thousands led by two 
Catholic priests. Well, we went down to the police department to 
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get police protection. We were going to put on lectures in that 
park. And while we were there, the police chief said: “Will there 
be bloodshed if we continued to have the meetings there?” 

 
 And the head of the parks and boulevards in Detroit came in, and 

he said: “Look, it’s your duty to protect them. They have a permit, 
and I want them to have police protection.” So the next week we 
went in there. Instead of taking the big sound car, we took a small 
one that had portable equipment, see. And when we put on the 
lecture, the mobs were around us and all that. And the police had 
their hands like this [spreads out arms] with their backs toward the 
sound car, and they completely surrounded us, and we put on the 
lecture. 

 
 But the minute the lecture was over—see, we had rehearsed this 

ourselves—we dismantled that equipment. The police left 
immediately. And then the mob thought that we’d go out the road. 
But we’d been over there, and we’d mapped out a road out through 
the trees. And so when they saw us not going to the road, the mob 
turned and they tried to catch the car. And Brother Arkfritz and I 
run along with the mob. When anybody got too close, we’d trip 
them up, so we got the car out of there safely. 

 
Robert Buckley: So even though you had the permission and a permit to do what 

you – under law, the mobs were _____ [crosstalk]  
 
Clayton Ball: [Crosstalk] Still there, yeah. 
 
Robert Buckley: Well, once again, Mr. Ball, we’d like to thank you very much for 

your time and the effort to record this information. Thank you 
very, very kindly. 

 
Clayton Ball: Yes, we had just a few at the start when we came into God’s 

organization. Now I would say there’s maybe over 100 
congregations in the Detroit area. 

 
Robert Buckley: Thank you very much. 
 
[End of Audio] 
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