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Summary of Interview 
 
Hans Bluehs was born in 1931 in Transylvnia, Romania. Father: Andreas Bluehs. Mother: Anna 
Bluehs. Siblings: Herta, Otto, Helmut, Gerta, Emme and Hildy. Gretl Bluehs was born in Hungary. 
 
Hans was born in Romania into a German Evangelical Lutheran family. The family weren’t 
particularly religious as the predominant religion where they lived was Greek Orthodox. In 1941, the 
Bluehs family had to leave the new house they had built and relocate to Germany with the hope of 
returning to the house after the war. Although he was a carpenter, Hans’s father began to work with 
the Gestapo when they reached Munich. His job entailed accompanying prisoners to and from their 
work locations. As the Bluehs listened to speeches by Adolf Hitler on the radio, they became 
enthusiastic supporters of the Nazi movement.  
 
When Hans was 10 years old, he became involved in the Hitler youth movement as did others his age. 
Through competitive sports, marches and physical training, the Hitler youth movement was designed 
to prepare young people for future military activity. It also promoted discipline and courtesy by 
encouraging youths to assist elderly people, for instance, by carrying their groceries for them without 
remuneration. At summer camp, Hans and other youths had to rise at five o’clock in the morning and 
jump (or risk being thrown) into a cold river for a swim and perform physical exercises before having 
breakfast. During mock battles, they were encouraged to fight one another, sometimes to the point of 
drawing blood. Learning to shoot weapons at a range was also part of the training. 
 
Hans’s teacher at school had worked closely with Adolph Hitler and wore a military uniform while 
teaching. Hans was taught history, German accomplishments, and the superiority of the Aryan race. In 
1943 after Munich was heavily bombed, Hans’s mother was evacuated to the countryside near 
Kaltenberg. Hans along with other students from his school were sent to a town on the Austrian 
border where they continued their education with their teacher and their Hitler youth leader.  
 
Not long before the war ended, Hans decided to leave the countryside and return to Munich where his 
father and brother were working. After spending a day with them, Hans went to Kaltenberg to stay 
with his mother. Hans knew that Jews were looked down upon and hated by some Germans but he 
was not aware of the full extent of what went on in the concentration camps. In 1944 Hans observed 
concentration camp inmates working on a railway line who were very skinny and he noticed that they 
were suffering. Another time, he saw a passenger train filled with concentration camp prisoners 
heading towards Munich and that the last car of the train had an anti-aircraft artillery gun mounted on 
a flat bed. As a British Spitfire aircraft flew over the train, the artillery gun shot at the plane. The 
Spitfire then circled back around and attacked the train spraying it with machine-gun fire as the 
prisoners ran for cover. Some hid underneath the train and others ran into the nearby woods. Many 
Jewish prisoners were killed and graves and a memorial were later erected at that location. 
 
One of Hans’s older brothers had trained as a machinist in Munich, but as soon as his training ended, 
he was drafted into the German SS where he underwent rigorous and exhausting training. He spent 
much of the war in Russian-occupied areas, and at the end of the war he tried but failed to get into the 
American-run P.O.W. camps. As a result, he ended up on the Russian-occupied side and was sent to 
Siberia where he spent five years before being allowed to return home. When Hans’s brother returned 
to Germany from Siberia in 1950, he was bloated from malnutrition having had only meager food 
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rations for several years. Hans’s uncle had served in the SS and was injured when he was shot by a 
Russian fighter plane through the roof of a Red Cross truck he was driving at the time.  
 
Gretl Bluehs was born in Hungary near the Austrian border in a German community. She was sad 
when Jews in her town were rounded up and put into barracks and had to wear the yellow star of 
David, because many of them had been her close friends. Gretl’s family knew of one man who was in 
contact with an “American organization” and spoke about God’s Kingdom. Many considered him 
crazy and he was an outcast, but she later realized that he was one of Jehovah’s Witnesses. Most 
people in her town were Catholic and not interested in the Bible. During the war, Gretl’s family joined 
the majority of Germans supporting Hitler. 
 
When the war ended, Hans recalled that American troops ordered a local grocery store to allow 
concentration camp survivors to help themselves to food without cost. Sadly, some of them died after 
gorging on margarine because their starved bodies could not cope with it. Hans and other young boys 
were intrigued with the American troops and seeing different races of men for the first time. They 
followed the troops around as they searched for former members of the SS. Hans’s father spent two 
years in a prison camp after he was turned in for being a member of the Gestapo. 
 
Hans trained as an auto mechanic at Mercedes-Benz and worked in Munich for a year. Because the 
company and the whole country were in poor financial condition, Hans decided to see if he could 
emigrate to the U.S.A. to work there for a few years. The Ford Motor company sponsored his visa and 
three months later, in October 1951, Hans began to work for Ford in Buffalo, New York. Before his 
ship had even landed in the United States, Hans was shocked to learned that he was required to sign a 
declaration agreeing that the U.S. government could draft him into the military six months after 
entering the country.  
 
In October 1953, Hans was drafted into the military. Hans’s basic military training took place at Fort 
Dix, New Jersey, and then he was sent to Aberdeen Proving Ground in Maryland for machine-shop 
training. This was during the Korean War so Hans was sent to work an engineering shop repairing 
equipment. Afterward he was sent to Pittsburgh to track aircraft. 
 
Hans had met Gretl in a local dance hall in Germany after her family was deported from Hungary to a 
town near Hans’s family. They got married in Lackawanna, New York, U.S.A., in April 1954. Their 
first son was born in December 1955.  
 
Hans’s sister and Gretl enjoyed having Bible discussions with Maria, a German girl who had 
previously had contact with Jehovah’s Witnesses in Germany. They decided to introduce Hans to 
Mark Harding, one of Jehovah’s Witnesses. He brought the book The Divine Plan of Ages to show 
Hans. Also that day, Hans’s sister invited Mark to eat with them and to say the prayer before the meal. 
Although Hans was not very interested in the book, he was really touched by this man’s heartfelt 
prayer. He was impressed that his words were from the heart; not written down, memorized, or 
repetitious. Hans also became attracted to the teachings of Jehovah’s Witnesses because he saw that 
they wanted the world to be united and peaceful but not through war. Hans understood that the 
concept of racial superiority would not bring a solution to the world’s problems. He started to read the 
book The Truth Will Set You Free. While he was on his break at work in the military, he checked 
scriptures from the Bible which were cited in the book. In 1955, Hans left the military and he and 
Gretl stayed with his sister who was studying with Jehovah’s Witnesses. They joined in during his 
sister’s Bible studies and began attending Witness meetings. Hans began to share what he was 
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learning with people from door to door leaving the Watchtower and Awake! magazines with them to 
read.  
 
Hans appreciated that what he learned from the Bible. He saw that what Jehovah’s Witnesses taught 
from the Bible had the effect of softening people’s hearts unlike Hitler’s teachings which hardened the 
heart. He realized that all nationalities of people were created by God and what is in their heart is 
more important than what they look like from the outside. He appreciated that people of many races 
and from different counties were all worshiping together like one happy family in his congregation of 
Jehovah’s Witnesses. Hans felt that he had wasted so much of his life hating people of other races and 
nationalities. He took early retirement so that he could spend more of his time helping people to learn 
how their lives can be happier by learning about the Bible. He felt that more could be accomplished 
by teaching people Bible principles and laws them rather than forcing people to believe in something. 
He felt hurt whenever he heard of racial and nationalistic divisions in the United States. Hans felt that 
everyone was created by God and is part of one big family. 
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