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01:01:40     
 
Tiemon Hofman, was born on April 14, 1925 in the city of Groningen, The Netherlands.  His parents 
were divorced when he was two years old and he spent his first eight years in the home of his 
grandparents.  He got along well with his grandfather who was a "syndicalist" (i.e. either a member 
or an official of a labor union).  His mother remarried when Tiemon was eight years old and he 
moved back home.  He did not get along with his stepfather, but his relationship with his mother was 
good until she discovered his sexual orientation. 
 
The interviewer inquired at what time in his life he became aware of his sexuality.  Tiemon 
responded that he was not even aware of the term homosexuality until his arrest, about which later. 
However, he was from the age 13-15 always attracted to older boys whom in turn introduced him to 
other adult young men.  He really liked that circle of men.  The atmosphere was very relaxed, one 
could discuss subjects and read books that were forbidden in his home. 
 
01:11:28—Invasion of Nazis 
 
TH was l5 years when the war broke out on May 10, 1940 the day that the Germans entered his 
hometown without encountering any resistance.  His grandfather recommended that he quit school 
and take a job, preferably with a grocer or at a hotel so that he always would have sufficient food.  
He took a job in a coop-grocery.  The Germans at first behaved quite "decently" and from what he 
remembered, his mother was politically neutral. 
 
01:18:25—Story of his first arrest 
 
While walking home one afternoon, sometime in September 1941, Tiemon was stopped by a man 
who told him that he just arrived in town and was looking for a hotel.  The man prevailed upon him 
to accompany him.  All large hotels however were sequestered by Germans, and finally after 3/4 of 
an hour, they found a small hotel which had a room available.  The man asked TH to come to the 
room with him and TH, who was hoping for a tip from the stranger, followed him.  No sooner were 
they in the room when the man initiated sexual play, which TH found to be rather pleasant.  
Moments later the hotel owner banged on the door and told them to open up immediately.  Since the 
two were partially undressed, it took too long for the owner, and he forced his way in by kicking in 
the door.  He then forced them to come downstairs to the public room where a group of German 
soldiers were present.  He mentioned to the soldiers that he had discovered these two "fags".  They 
were immediately surrounded by the Germans and therefore unable to escape.  The hotel owner then 
called the police.  Soon thereafter two detectives arrived and handcuffed them, and hauled them off 
to the police station.  At the station, TH was at first severely beaten and then exposed to a body 
search.  They discovered a booklet with names and telephone numbers of his friends.  The 
0detectives congratulated themselves on their "good catch."  TH was then placed in a cell for three 
days and during that time he was repeatedly interrogated.  On the third day he has told that he would 
hyave to identify  his friends in a line-up, and two of them had already committed suicide.   
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End of Tape One. 
 
2:00:2l 
 
He describes the line-up of his friends at the police station as a most traumatic experience. He felt as 
if he had betrayed them, even though he was completely innocent of that.   
 
2:02:00 
 
He describes his relationship with his friends, including week-end excursions on bicycles and 
camping out of town, also visiting the friends in their homes.   
 
2:05:12 
 
Describes an incident in 1940 before his arrest.  He was meeting his friends at a restaurant when 
Germans walked in and interrogated him.  They wanted to know whether he was Jewish and forced 
him to drop his trousers to convince them that he was not. TH says that he he did indeed looked 
somewhat Jewish, but that he is not.  TH describes his friendship with older men and that he kept 
these friendships secret from his parents    
 
2:00:09:53 
 
He describes his relationship with his mother and stepfather.  He says that his mother was "horrible." 
 With his stepfather, he exchanged about one month worth of conversations over the forty years that 
he knew him.  His mother was quite spoiled, never did anything at home, and was served breakfast 
in bed every day.  She had a circle of "artsy" friends.  She was decidedly homophobic.  When TH 
once greeted a man of his acquaintance on the street in her presence, she beat him on the spot and 
forbade him to have anything to do with that particular man. 
 
2:16:26 
 
(The conversation returns to the line-up).  He was asked about the reaction of his friends.  He did not 
know how they reacted.  He was very ashamed.  After the war he saw some of the friends again. 
After the line-up he was released and picked up by his mother.  She beat and kicked him on the way 
home, and after yet another beating, he was sent to his room where he had to stay for several 
months.  His grandfather would come to visit him and always supported him. 
 
2:21:05 
 
In February of 1942 he was summoned to the Hall of Justice.  He was taken into a courtroom where 
he could barely understand the topic of the discussion and was given a seven month jail term for his 
homosexual activity.  The conditions in prison were very bad: the food was awful; the jailers (Dutch) 
were sadistic.  Even though he is not a believer he took advantage of the opportunity offered to 
attend religious services, just to get out of his cell once a week. His grandfather visited him 
regularly; his mother came less often and as he says just for appearances’ sake. 
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End of Tape Two 
 
3:01:00 
 
He was kept in jail for seven months.  In September 1942, he was transferred to an "educational" 
institution, called "De Kruisberg." This was an old estate transformed into a prison, run by the 
Dutch.  For two weeks he was placed in an observation room and was tested for scholastic abilities, 
and placed in the fourth grade equivalent of primary school.  After two months he was placed in a 
group of thirty to forty boys.  When it became known to the group that he was a homosexual, he was 
harassed by his fellow inmates.  When asked whether there were any Jews there, he answered that he 
did not know.  After one year, he was transferred to yet another institution which originally was a 
religious seminary called the Van Dyck institute.   
 
3:17:00 
 
Conditions there were better than before, probably because the fortunes of war were changing.  He 
stayed there until the end of 1944 when he became seriously ill with pneumonia and pleuritis. 
 
3:19:30 
 
He was returned to the "Kruisberg" where a hospital was available.  He was thought to have 
tuberculosis.  Finally he improved sufficiently (end of 1944) and was given permission to return 
home. 
 
3:23:10 
 
Back home he was treated by Dr. Herselink who had underground connections.  The doctor was also 
very understanding of his sexuality, and discussed it with him.  He provided him with extra food and 
rationing coupons (illegally) and arranged for a certificate that he was seriously infected with TB, 
allowing him to go outside and be shielded from Dutch and German police who were scared of the 
disease.  
 
End of Tape Three 
 
04:00 
 
Describes the liberation of Groningen.  The fighting there had started on April 13, 1945.  After 
heavy street fighting from block to block, the Canadians liberated the city the next day.   
 
04:07:22 
 
He was asked what happened to his friends that he had "denounced."  He relates that they had spent 
half a year in prison in the town of Breda and were freed eventually.  He said that they did not hold 
any grudges against him since it was not his fault that they were caught.  The rest of the tape 
describes his post-war experiences.  He enlisted in the marines and was going to be trained in the 
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U.S.  However, when the war against Japan ended, the marines decided that the Dutch contingent 
was no longer needed.  He then enlisted in the Dutch Army's medical corps in preparation for going 
to Indonesia.  He received extensive training in medical administration and procedures.  In 1948 he 
was demobilized and repatriated.  He then describes the various jobs he held and mostly his 
struggles to be recognized as a victim of war.  Apparently in the archives of the Dutch Ministry of 
Justice, a file was maintained on him.  He claimed that the existence of this file caused him 
considerable damage throughout his life.  He finally received compensatory monthly payments 
retroactive to 1960.  He is still in the process of obtaining payments of damages caused by his 
treatment during the war.  He maintains that with documented justification, that he was given a 
prison sentence of seven months and subsequently two more years of incarceration under a Dutch 
law promulgated under German duress in 1941, and declared illegal by the Dutch government in 
exile.  He is still in the process of trying to obtain justice and has appealed his case to the Queen of 
the Netherlands. 
 
TAPE 6 
 
This tape contains a series of photographs and documents concerning his case.    
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