
1
00:00:00,000 --> 00:00:02,465
[BROADCAST TEST]

2
00:00:02,465 --> 00:00:29,140

3
00:00:29,140 --> 00:00:30,400
Yeah, I think it [INAUDIBLE].

4
00:00:30,400 --> 00:00:30,900
OK.

5
00:00:30,900 --> 00:00:32,670
So let me see.

6
00:00:32,670 --> 00:00:37,960
So-- oh, do you want to--

7
00:00:37,960 --> 00:00:39,570
and hang on a second.

8
00:00:39,570 --> 00:00:40,390
If--

9
00:00:40,390 --> 00:00:42,180
OK.

10
00:00:42,180 --> 00:00:43,348
We've got speed.

11
00:00:43,348 --> 00:00:44,304
All right.

12
00:00:44,304 --> 00:00:45,260
Any time now.

13
00:00:45,260 --> 00:00:46,160
OK.

14
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00:00:46,160 --> 00:00:50,240
We were talking about The
Hangman, Mr. John Woods, who

15
00:00:50,240 --> 00:00:54,290
seemed to have a pretty good
life given that he worked

16
00:00:54,290 --> 00:00:57,290
30 days a year or
had 30 executions

17
00:00:57,290 --> 00:01:03,350
and the rest of the time
didn't have to do a whole lot.

18
00:01:03,350 --> 00:01:06,650
How did the military treat him?

19
00:01:06,650 --> 00:01:11,300
I mean, did he get
special treatment?

20
00:01:11,300 --> 00:01:13,670
Was he sort of like--

21
00:01:13,670 --> 00:01:16,040
because there were
so few of them,

22
00:01:16,040 --> 00:01:20,660
he could go off
where he wanted to,

23
00:01:20,660 --> 00:01:23,060
and come back when he wanted
to, and not really have

24
00:01:23,060 --> 00:01:25,070
to care about any consequences?

25
00:01:25,070 --> 00:01:26,960
Yes, exactly.

Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection

This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word generated with 3Play Media.  
It is not the primary source, and it may contain errors in spelling or accuracy.



26
00:01:26,960 --> 00:01:31,760
You asked me about whether John
Woods was treated specially,

27
00:01:31,760 --> 00:01:36,770
and disproportionate with his
rank as a Master Sergeant,

28
00:01:36,770 --> 00:01:42,350
and whether he was a very
special person in the army.

29
00:01:42,350 --> 00:01:44,600
The answer is absolutely, yes.

30
00:01:44,600 --> 00:01:48,620
And I wrote a piece for a
literary magazine at Dartmouth

31
00:01:48,620 --> 00:01:53,900
in 1946 a few weeks
after the execution,

32
00:01:53,900 --> 00:01:57,200
after he executed
10 of the defendants

33
00:01:57,200 --> 00:02:03,960
at Nuremberg on the
15th of October, 1946.

34
00:02:03,960 --> 00:02:08,810
And I described the day I
was with him in Frankfurt.

35
00:02:08,810 --> 00:02:11,980
And I was assigned
to him because--

36
00:02:11,980 --> 00:02:14,180
well, they didn't want
him to get drunk and not
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37
00:02:14,180 --> 00:02:16,280
appear at an execution.

38
00:02:16,280 --> 00:02:20,450
And not only was he the
only person with this skill

39
00:02:20,450 --> 00:02:22,325
or the only person with
his job description--

40
00:02:22,325 --> 00:02:25,490
that may be even more accurate--

41
00:02:25,490 --> 00:02:30,230
but there were so
few executions,

42
00:02:30,230 --> 00:02:32,210
and the United
States Army was so

43
00:02:32,210 --> 00:02:36,070
sensitive to the morale problems
which followed executions.

44
00:02:36,070 --> 00:02:38,810
I mean, executing
American soldiers

45
00:02:38,810 --> 00:02:43,430
is not without its
potential ramifications,

46
00:02:43,430 --> 00:02:46,250
either in the United
States or within the army.

47
00:02:46,250 --> 00:02:51,080
And certainly, executing
Germans in a German city
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48
00:02:51,080 --> 00:02:53,150
for doing something
they probably thought

49
00:02:53,150 --> 00:02:56,960
was not terribly bad-- this man
was going to bomb their city.

50
00:02:56,960 --> 00:02:58,970
Maybe he did bomb their city.

51
00:02:58,970 --> 00:03:03,950
And so Woods was
treated specially

52
00:03:03,950 --> 00:03:07,460
not only because of the
uniqueness of his job

53
00:03:07,460 --> 00:03:10,010
but because of the
importance of his job.

54
00:03:10,010 --> 00:03:13,490
And I tell the
story in this piece

55
00:03:13,490 --> 00:03:16,070
I wrote for the Dartmouth
literary magazine, which

56
00:03:16,070 --> 00:03:19,760
incidentally was called
The Jack-O-Lantern,

57
00:03:19,760 --> 00:03:26,780
was that he was due to
conduct this hanging in Munich

58
00:03:26,780 --> 00:03:28,040
or Stuttgart.

59
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00:03:28,040 --> 00:03:31,100
And he had come from
Le Mans to Frankfurt

60
00:03:31,100 --> 00:03:34,730
where he used to spend a day
before he went to the hanging.

61
00:03:34,730 --> 00:03:38,210
And he arrived a day
late or maybe several.

62
00:03:38,210 --> 00:03:40,160
And the general was upset.

63
00:03:40,160 --> 00:03:43,040
Everybody was upset
that he was late.

64
00:03:43,040 --> 00:03:46,850
At any rate, he
arrived late and said

65
00:03:46,850 --> 00:03:49,790
he'd been delayed to
get a special rope,

66
00:03:49,790 --> 00:03:55,130
that he thought the last
rope he used was not proper.

67
00:03:55,130 --> 00:03:58,340
And the general allowed him
to shuffle into his office.

68
00:03:58,340 --> 00:04:02,273
And I, like everybody else
who worked for the general,

69
00:04:02,273 --> 00:04:03,815
knew when you were
supposed to salute

70

Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection

This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word generated with 3Play Media.  
It is not the primary source, and it may contain errors in spelling or accuracy.



00:04:03,815 --> 00:04:05,840
and when you were supposed
to click your heels.

71
00:04:05,840 --> 00:04:09,530
And you never arrived
without your shoes polished.

72
00:04:09,530 --> 00:04:12,320
And this guy arrived
without shoes polished.

73
00:04:12,320 --> 00:04:14,330
And he sauntered
into the general.

74
00:04:14,330 --> 00:04:18,380
And the general jumped up and
said, glad to see you, Woods!

75
00:04:18,380 --> 00:04:20,600
[LAUGHS]

76
00:04:20,600 --> 00:04:26,360
And I assure you, I
worked very-- two offices

77
00:04:26,360 --> 00:04:28,260
down the hall from the general.

78
00:04:28,260 --> 00:04:30,320
And I don't ever
remember him saying

79
00:04:30,320 --> 00:04:33,560
to any sergeant, or probably
any lieutenant, either,

80
00:04:33,560 --> 00:04:35,180
glad to see you, Woods.

81
00:04:35,180 --> 00:04:36,500
And he saluted.
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82
00:04:36,500 --> 00:04:38,240
And he said, at ease.

83
00:04:38,240 --> 00:04:39,170
[LAUGHS]

84
00:04:39,170 --> 00:04:40,310
So he kind of--

85
00:04:40,310 --> 00:04:42,370
he got away with a lot.

86
00:04:42,370 --> 00:04:42,870
Yeah.

87
00:04:42,870 --> 00:04:46,370
He was a special man to himself.

88
00:04:46,370 --> 00:04:49,880
And to my knowledge, he
never failed to do his job.

89
00:04:49,880 --> 00:04:53,960
He never-- well, it's
hard to have complaints

90
00:04:53,960 --> 00:04:55,280
about badly doing your job.

91
00:04:55,280 --> 00:04:59,420
I mean, there are people who
have written about Nuremberg

92
00:04:59,420 --> 00:05:02,120
and said that--

93
00:05:02,120 --> 00:05:05,840
I think von Papen did
not die very quickly.

94
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00:05:05,840 --> 00:05:09,620
But most of-- well, there were--

95
00:05:09,620 --> 00:05:17,560
Kingsbury Smith, the official
American journalist witness

96
00:05:17,560 --> 00:05:19,640
to the Nuremberg
trials, he did not say

97
00:05:19,640 --> 00:05:22,010
there were any great
problems with the hanging.

98
00:05:22,010 --> 00:05:24,260
So you know, he did his job.

99
00:05:24,260 --> 00:05:27,110
And the general
didn't want him mad.

100
00:05:27,110 --> 00:05:27,860
How did he end up?

101
00:05:27,860 --> 00:05:28,430
What happened?

102
00:05:28,430 --> 00:05:30,430
Do you know what happened
to John Woods himself,

103
00:05:30,430 --> 00:05:31,370
how he died?

104
00:05:31,370 --> 00:05:33,620
Yes, that's a very
interesting story.

105
00:05:33,620 --> 00:05:38,300
And I think somebody--
maybe me, will
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106
00:05:38,300 --> 00:05:40,790
have to do some further
research on this.

107
00:05:40,790 --> 00:05:47,420
John Woods died
mysteriously in 1950,

108
00:05:47,420 --> 00:05:51,680
four years after the executions
in Eniwetok, where they later

109
00:05:51,680 --> 00:05:57,680
held the atomic blast, which
was a small atoll of about

110
00:05:57,680 --> 00:06:02,330
6,000 inhabitants,
on which we have

111
00:06:02,330 --> 00:06:06,050
a military-- well, actually,
we had an airfield and a base.

112
00:06:06,050 --> 00:06:10,520
And he was working
there as a carpenter.

113
00:06:10,520 --> 00:06:14,960
And he was accidentally
electrocuted.

114
00:06:14,960 --> 00:06:22,250
And he was near a wire that
was hot, as they would say.

115
00:06:22,250 --> 00:06:24,080
The newspapers at the time--

116
00:06:24,080 --> 00:06:27,950
and nobody, including
Steven Spielberg,
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117
00:06:27,950 --> 00:06:31,520
who has followed up on it--

118
00:06:31,520 --> 00:06:32,750
believes it was an accident.

119
00:06:32,750 --> 00:06:36,650
The United States
Army official report,

120
00:06:36,650 --> 00:06:39,080
according to the
newspapers of the time,

121
00:06:39,080 --> 00:06:41,870
is that he died accidentally.

122
00:06:41,870 --> 00:06:45,050
And they do not
say mysteriously.

123
00:06:45,050 --> 00:06:47,090
But they also do not say--

124
00:06:47,090 --> 00:06:50,540
they're careful
in what they say.

125
00:06:50,540 --> 00:06:54,980
Woods himself is
quoted in newspapers

126
00:06:54,980 --> 00:07:00,710
in the spring of
1947, six or eight

127
00:07:00,710 --> 00:07:03,080
months following the
executions, that he had

128
00:07:03,080 --> 00:07:04,982
been threatened several times.
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129
00:07:04,982 --> 00:07:06,440
The Nuremberg
executions, you mean.

130
00:07:06,440 --> 00:07:08,810
After the Nuremberg--
after he executed

131
00:07:08,810 --> 00:07:12,755
the 10 defendants at
Nuremberg, including

132
00:07:12,755 --> 00:07:14,060
many of the top names.

133
00:07:14,060 --> 00:07:17,240

134
00:07:17,240 --> 00:07:21,980
I do not find this
inconsistent or inconceivable.

135
00:07:21,980 --> 00:07:26,810
I believe that
there are Nazis who

136
00:07:26,810 --> 00:07:30,240
thought they would get him
and make an example of him.

137
00:07:30,240 --> 00:07:35,600
And I think that
is not impossible.

138
00:07:35,600 --> 00:07:37,730
I mentioned Steven
Spielberg because he

139
00:07:37,730 --> 00:07:42,650
wrote a popular movie, or
he directed and produced
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140
00:07:42,650 --> 00:07:44,960
a popular movie about
seven, eight years ago

141
00:07:44,960 --> 00:07:49,700
called Munich about how
the Israelis pursued

142
00:07:49,700 --> 00:07:57,260
the Germans who shot the
Israeli athletes at the Munich

143
00:07:57,260 --> 00:07:58,340
Olympics.

144
00:07:58,340 --> 00:08:00,800
And although the
German court said that

145
00:08:00,800 --> 00:08:03,920
it either exonerated
them or paroled them

146
00:08:03,920 --> 00:08:05,600
after short sentences--

147
00:08:05,600 --> 00:08:08,780
and then somewhere in the
world, tracked them all down

148
00:08:08,780 --> 00:08:11,990
and, one by one, saw
that they were killed.

149
00:08:11,990 --> 00:08:15,050
And it was a lesson
which I doubt--

150
00:08:15,050 --> 00:08:16,323
it was done to teach a lesson.

151
00:08:16,323 --> 00:08:17,240
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And I have a feeling--

152
00:08:17,240 --> 00:08:21,830

153
00:08:21,830 --> 00:08:25,760
as do, incidentally-- did--

154
00:08:25,760 --> 00:08:29,930
German and French
magazines in 1950

155
00:08:29,930 --> 00:08:35,179
believe that John Woods'
death was another execution.

156
00:08:35,179 --> 00:08:38,380
But just one that was
wrapped in a bit of mystery.

157
00:08:38,380 --> 00:08:38,880
Right.

158
00:08:38,880 --> 00:08:41,360
Well, so were all
the ones about that

159
00:08:41,360 --> 00:08:44,660
the Israelis did about Munich.

160
00:08:44,660 --> 00:08:46,830
I mean, who did them
and how they were done.

161
00:08:46,830 --> 00:08:50,090
I mean, in Steven
Spielberg's movie,

162
00:08:50,090 --> 00:08:52,310
they put a device on
somebody's telephone.

163
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00:08:52,310 --> 00:08:54,770
And then when they know he's
sitting on his telephone,

164
00:08:54,770 --> 00:08:56,460
they call him up
and blow him up.

165
00:08:56,460 --> 00:08:59,060
And I forget the details.

166
00:08:59,060 --> 00:09:01,730
But his daughter or somebody
who was at the telephone,

167
00:09:01,730 --> 00:09:03,860
they had to be careful
because they didn't

168
00:09:03,860 --> 00:09:05,270
want to kill his daughter.

169
00:09:05,270 --> 00:09:07,460
They just wanted to
kill the man who'd

170
00:09:07,460 --> 00:09:10,190
pulled the trigger at Munich.

171
00:09:10,190 --> 00:09:13,380
And so I don't think--

172
00:09:13,380 --> 00:09:17,810
I think in this world, the
world of a certain underground.

173
00:09:17,810 --> 00:09:24,440
And in my-- as later, I talked
about the American Nazi party

174
00:09:24,440 --> 00:09:27,470
and its importance in Arlington.
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175
00:09:27,470 --> 00:09:30,140
George Lincoln
Rockwell, its leader--

176
00:09:30,140 --> 00:09:32,360
commander, as he was called--

177
00:09:32,360 --> 00:09:39,980
was assassinated in 1967 coming
out of a laundromat in a strip

178
00:09:39,980 --> 00:09:41,060
mall.

179
00:09:41,060 --> 00:09:44,810
And 10 years later, every
year for the next 10,

180
00:09:44,810 --> 00:09:48,590
two of his disciples,
adherents, whatever

181
00:09:48,590 --> 00:09:51,860
they be, appeared at
that shopping center,

182
00:09:51,860 --> 00:09:54,170
put a wreath in front
of the laundromat,

183
00:09:54,170 --> 00:09:56,660
and stood guard for a day.

184
00:09:56,660 --> 00:09:59,780
And a couple of times,
they painted a swastika

185
00:09:59,780 --> 00:10:02,330
in the middle of
the lot the night

186
00:10:02,330 --> 00:10:04,700
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before when nobody was there.

187
00:10:04,700 --> 00:10:06,690
And then they had
to take it away.

188
00:10:06,690 --> 00:10:10,550
So this kind of pursue you
to the ends of the earth

189
00:10:10,550 --> 00:10:17,410
and have a memorial is entirely
consistent with this underworld

190
00:10:17,410 --> 00:10:20,840
in which Nazis live,
and continue to live,

191
00:10:20,840 --> 00:10:23,900
and which Israelis try
to eliminate Nazis.

192
00:10:23,900 --> 00:10:27,800
And I'm quite--

193
00:10:27,800 --> 00:10:30,290
I am inclined to believe
that John Woods did not

194
00:10:30,290 --> 00:10:31,520
die naturally.

195
00:10:31,520 --> 00:10:33,860
Got it.

196
00:10:33,860 --> 00:10:35,990
Let's turn now to what
we've been talking

197
00:10:35,990 --> 00:10:38,460
about for quite a while.

198
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00:10:38,460 --> 00:10:41,030
It's sort of been our hint
throughout the interview.

199
00:10:41,030 --> 00:10:44,060
And that's the Nuremberg trials.

200
00:10:44,060 --> 00:10:49,250
It sounds like that you had
the opportunity to attend them.

201
00:10:49,250 --> 00:10:51,950
Can you tell me how
that came about,

202
00:10:51,950 --> 00:10:56,250
and what it is that you saw,
and when you were there?

203
00:10:56,250 --> 00:10:56,750
Yes.

204
00:10:56,750 --> 00:10:58,790
You've asked me
whether I can tell you

205
00:10:58,790 --> 00:11:03,470
how I was fortunate enough to
attend the Nuremberg trials,

206
00:11:03,470 --> 00:11:07,340
what I saw, and what
I took back with me.

207
00:11:07,340 --> 00:11:08,270
Mm-hmm.

208
00:11:08,270 --> 00:11:13,220
And the first
answer is because I

209
00:11:13,220 --> 00:11:16,100
worked in the theater

Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection

This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word generated with 3Play Media.  
It is not the primary source, and it may contain errors in spelling or accuracy.



[? provo ?] marshal's office

210
00:11:16,100 --> 00:11:18,610
in Frankfurt, I had
access to telephones

211
00:11:18,610 --> 00:11:20,690
that could get me
to other places

212
00:11:20,690 --> 00:11:23,490
in the world of the army.

213
00:11:23,490 --> 00:11:25,430
It was a world
without cell phones

214
00:11:25,430 --> 00:11:28,220
and relatively few landlines.

215
00:11:28,220 --> 00:11:30,800
But I was where
I had telephones.

216
00:11:30,800 --> 00:11:33,950
And a lawyer on Justice
Jackson's staff-- and I

217
00:11:33,950 --> 00:11:42,050
will add that it is
now June of 2010.

218
00:11:42,050 --> 00:11:45,560
And I believe I am
the last survivor--

219
00:11:45,560 --> 00:11:46,880
American.

220
00:11:46,880 --> 00:11:49,370
And I just think that
is of some interest,
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221
00:11:49,370 --> 00:11:54,410
that a man named John Q.
Barrett, a professor at St.

222
00:11:54,410 --> 00:11:57,440
John's University of
Law School in New York,

223
00:11:57,440 --> 00:12:01,190
is a historian of the Nuremberg
trials and, particularly,

224
00:12:01,190 --> 00:12:04,340
the chief American prosecutor,
Justice Jackson, Robert

225
00:12:04,340 --> 00:12:05,270
Jackson.

226
00:12:05,270 --> 00:12:09,500
And he is confirmed
with his records--

227
00:12:09,500 --> 00:12:10,670
he's confirmed the li--

228
00:12:10,670 --> 00:12:16,910
He has charted and has records
of the lives of every person

229
00:12:16,910 --> 00:12:19,130
on the prosecutorials--
in America--

230
00:12:19,130 --> 00:12:20,480
the prosecutorial staff.

231
00:12:20,480 --> 00:12:25,250
And the last one died
in the spring of 2010.

232
00:12:25,250 --> 00:12:27,590
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And the last member of
the translator staff

233
00:12:27,590 --> 00:12:30,740
died in the autumn of 2009.

234
00:12:30,740 --> 00:12:36,170
So the only person alive would
be a young 21-year-old sergeant

235
00:12:36,170 --> 00:12:43,220
like me who had a friend who got
him into the trials, or maybe

236
00:12:43,220 --> 00:12:45,140
his secretary, or a guard.

237
00:12:45,140 --> 00:12:46,730
So there weren't
any other witnesses.

238
00:12:46,730 --> 00:12:51,320
There weren't other, like,
members of even a quasi-public

239
00:12:51,320 --> 00:12:52,445
that were able to attend?

240
00:12:52,445 --> 00:12:53,540
Well, there may be.

241
00:12:53,540 --> 00:12:57,110
But there were 10
American visitors a day,

242
00:12:57,110 --> 00:13:03,380
10 French, 10
British, 10 Russian.

243
00:13:03,380 --> 00:13:07,410
And most of those 10 visitors
seats were highly coveted.
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244
00:13:07,410 --> 00:13:12,410
This was a trial of
world importance.

245
00:13:12,410 --> 00:13:17,510
And most of those seats went
to generals, and to diplomats,

246
00:13:17,510 --> 00:13:19,880
and to judges in
the United States.

247
00:13:19,880 --> 00:13:24,300
But 21-year-old sergeants
really had no right being there.

248
00:13:24,300 --> 00:13:30,230
And if you had gotten to be
a general, or a diplomat,

249
00:13:30,230 --> 00:13:37,490
or a judge in 1945, you
were 15 or 20 years older

250
00:13:37,490 --> 00:13:39,860
than the 21-year-old sergeant.

251
00:13:39,860 --> 00:13:42,920
And since I'm now 85,
that means you're 100.

252
00:13:42,920 --> 00:13:45,870
[LAUGHS] And that--

253
00:13:45,870 --> 00:13:47,600
Then the numbers just add up.

254
00:13:47,600 --> 00:13:51,110
That kind of limits the options.

255
00:13:51,110 --> 00:13:52,970
[CHUCKLES]
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256
00:13:52,970 --> 00:13:55,850
So all the-- connect the
telephone with the personal

257
00:13:55,850 --> 00:13:56,560
friend, and--

258
00:13:56,560 --> 00:13:57,560
So they're very' simple.

259
00:13:57,560 --> 00:14:02,270
And one of the
members of the staff

260
00:14:02,270 --> 00:14:04,460
was a Philadelphia
lawyer named Robert B.

261
00:14:04,460 --> 00:14:09,950
Wolf, who was about 35.

262
00:14:09,950 --> 00:14:13,520
And he was as he was on
Justice Jackson's staff.

263
00:14:13,520 --> 00:14:15,200
He was Philadelphia lawyer.

264
00:14:15,200 --> 00:14:18,920
And his father and my father
were very good friends, worked

265
00:14:18,920 --> 00:14:21,050
in the same office building.

266
00:14:21,050 --> 00:14:26,180
And I got a letter one
day from my father saying,

267
00:14:26,180 --> 00:14:30,170
I just saw Morris
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Wolf on the elevator.

268
00:14:30,170 --> 00:14:32,060
And he gave me Bob's
address, and you

269
00:14:32,060 --> 00:14:34,130
ought to give him a call.

270
00:14:34,130 --> 00:14:36,560
He's working on Justice
Jackson's staff.

271
00:14:36,560 --> 00:14:39,620
And Morris says he
will tell Bob the same.

272
00:14:39,620 --> 00:14:42,710
And I called Bob.

273
00:14:42,710 --> 00:14:44,900
And we talked.

274
00:14:44,900 --> 00:14:48,050
And he said, if I could
arrange it from my end to get

275
00:14:48,050 --> 00:14:52,010
in-- because that's a whole
separate security problem--

276
00:14:52,010 --> 00:14:54,560
he thought he could
arrange for me to come.

277
00:14:54,560 --> 00:14:56,720
And he was in Nuremberg
and you were in Frankfurt.

278
00:14:56,720 --> 00:14:57,470
He was in--

279
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00:14:57,470 --> 00:14:58,460
I was in Frankfurt.

280
00:14:58,460 --> 00:15:02,150
So the first problem was
there's very tight security.

281
00:15:02,150 --> 00:15:03,680
And you had to--

282
00:15:03,680 --> 00:15:06,770
theoretically, they wouldn't let
you in the Nuremberg security

283
00:15:06,770 --> 00:15:09,560
zone without business.

284
00:15:09,560 --> 00:15:11,570
Well, I didn't
quite have business.

285
00:15:11,570 --> 00:15:12,770
But I had a friend.

286
00:15:12,770 --> 00:15:14,450
And I had curiosity.

287
00:15:14,450 --> 00:15:17,870
And so between us,
we arranged for me

288
00:15:17,870 --> 00:15:21,920
to get enough credentials
to get into Nuremberg.

289
00:15:21,920 --> 00:15:26,510
And then he arranged for me to
live at the Grand Hotel, where

290
00:15:26,510 --> 00:15:28,100
the staff was.

291
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00:15:28,100 --> 00:15:29,300
And in a world--

292
00:15:29,300 --> 00:15:33,320
in an army that is far
more hierarchically

293
00:15:33,320 --> 00:15:37,430
structured than today's,
there were no enlisted men

294
00:15:37,430 --> 00:15:39,320
allowed in this hotel.

295
00:15:39,320 --> 00:15:42,080
And he and I had dinner
together the two or three

296
00:15:42,080 --> 00:15:43,860
nights I was in Nuremberg.

297
00:15:43,860 --> 00:15:50,310
And he asked me to wear
a sweater over my shirt

298
00:15:50,310 --> 00:15:54,570
and take off my army jacket
because he wanted to cover up

299
00:15:54,570 --> 00:15:58,650
my sergeant's stripes so I could
go in and have dinner with him.

300
00:15:58,650 --> 00:16:02,490
Well at any rate I went.

301
00:16:02,490 --> 00:16:04,410
And he arranged for me to go.

302
00:16:04,410 --> 00:16:08,730
And I had a pass for
the 139th session, which
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303
00:16:08,730 --> 00:16:14,670
among-- which they demonstrated
that they had displaced

304
00:16:14,670 --> 00:16:17,730
and killed Jews en masse.

305
00:16:17,730 --> 00:16:21,130
And so I went there
a very famous day.

306
00:16:21,130 --> 00:16:26,480
And I wrote a letter that
among-- that discussed

307
00:16:26,480 --> 00:16:31,630
the importance or the leadership
qualities of Hermann Goring.

308
00:16:31,630 --> 00:16:32,885
Can you tell us about--

309
00:16:32,885 --> 00:16:34,770
first, tell us what you saw.

310
00:16:34,770 --> 00:16:36,570
And maybe some of that
came in your letter.

311
00:16:36,570 --> 00:16:39,945
But when you went in there
and you saw them all in a row,

312
00:16:39,945 --> 00:16:40,710
if you can--

313
00:16:40,710 --> 00:16:42,900
Well, you saw them in a row.

314
00:16:42,900 --> 00:16:45,930
I think the
overwhelming impression
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315
00:16:45,930 --> 00:16:51,150
is that these are just
ordinary, beaten old men.

316
00:16:51,150 --> 00:16:52,660
I was a young man.

317
00:16:52,660 --> 00:16:56,640
I mean, the generals were
without their medals,

318
00:16:56,640 --> 00:17:00,690
and without their stripes, and
without their accoutrements.

319
00:17:00,690 --> 00:17:08,040
And the bankers and
leaders of the secretary,

320
00:17:08,040 --> 00:17:12,359
foreign secretaries, are wearing
suits that are poorly pressed,

321
00:17:12,359 --> 00:17:15,210
and shirts that
are poorly washed,

322
00:17:15,210 --> 00:17:18,119
and ties that are just ties.

323
00:17:18,119 --> 00:17:19,980
And it's kind of--

324
00:17:19,980 --> 00:17:22,740
my impression is-- and that's
maybe the impression that they

325
00:17:22,740 --> 00:17:24,030
wanted to give--

326
00:17:24,030 --> 00:17:27,914
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that the vanquished
are really vanquished.

327
00:17:27,914 --> 00:17:30,990
They're not only
losers, but these guys

328
00:17:30,990 --> 00:17:33,030
come across as losers.

329
00:17:33,030 --> 00:17:36,990
And the one exception-- and
this is what I wrote about--

330
00:17:36,990 --> 00:17:38,760
was Hermann Goring.

331
00:17:38,760 --> 00:17:42,090
And American
propaganda had made him

332
00:17:42,090 --> 00:17:47,850
appear to be a dope fiend
and something of a libertine.

333
00:17:47,850 --> 00:17:53,730
And he clearly was the
leader with a lawyer--

334
00:17:53,730 --> 00:17:56,280
they offered lots of
documentary evidence.

335
00:17:56,280 --> 00:18:00,600
And I think the great
contribution of Nuremberg

336
00:18:00,600 --> 00:18:03,510
to the world is that
they've created,

337
00:18:03,510 --> 00:18:06,450
with the benefit of

Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection

This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word generated with 3Play Media.  
It is not the primary source, and it may contain errors in spelling or accuracy.



all the procedures

338
00:18:06,450 --> 00:18:09,540
of Anglo-Saxon law, the record.

339
00:18:09,540 --> 00:18:11,640
The Holocaust deniers
can do a lot of things.

340
00:18:11,640 --> 00:18:15,350
But it's very, very hard to
controvert the record created

341
00:18:15,350 --> 00:18:16,440
at Nuremberg.

342
00:18:16,440 --> 00:18:19,650
And I think history
will show that that

343
00:18:19,650 --> 00:18:21,490
was the most important thing.

344
00:18:21,490 --> 00:18:28,290
But in any event, I've
particularly commented that

345
00:18:28,290 --> 00:18:31,350
during this, the
day I was there,

346
00:18:31,350 --> 00:18:36,450
they had evidence that the
German army had come and moved

347
00:18:36,450 --> 00:18:44,590
a large number of people from
Poland or Czechoslovakia, Jews,

348
00:18:44,590 --> 00:18:49,185
to slave camps-- or maybe to
death camps, but the camps--
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349
00:18:49,185 --> 00:18:52,170

350
00:18:52,170 --> 00:18:53,220
en masse.

351
00:18:53,220 --> 00:18:54,960
And the generals
who did this were

352
00:18:54,960 --> 00:18:57,630
sitting in the prisoner's dock.

353
00:18:57,630 --> 00:18:59,730
General Jodl, who also--

354
00:18:59,730 --> 00:19:03,600
incidentally, as you can see
in pictures with General Walter

355
00:19:03,600 --> 00:19:08,520
Bedell Smith, he surrendered
the German armies to the Allies.

356
00:19:08,520 --> 00:19:11,670
He was the commanding
general who participated

357
00:19:11,670 --> 00:19:14,220
in the surrender at Reims.

358
00:19:14,220 --> 00:19:18,930
At any rate, they didn't even
bother to look at the papers.

359
00:19:18,930 --> 00:19:20,790
They submitted it to Goring.

360
00:19:20,790 --> 00:19:22,530
Goring was the boss.

361
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00:19:22,530 --> 00:19:26,760
And while the various Nazis--

362
00:19:26,760 --> 00:19:29,280
most of them had
no money anymore,

363
00:19:29,280 --> 00:19:31,860
and they had
court-appointed attorneys.

364
00:19:31,860 --> 00:19:33,540
Goring had his own attorney.

365
00:19:33,540 --> 00:19:35,160
They offered him
the opportunity.

366
00:19:35,160 --> 00:19:38,250
He had to pay somebody, and
they had to be talented.

367
00:19:38,250 --> 00:19:42,960
Well, he was represented by
what you would call a leading

368
00:19:42,960 --> 00:19:46,320
appellate lawyer in Germany.

369
00:19:46,320 --> 00:19:48,400
And how he paid
him, I do not know.

370
00:19:48,400 --> 00:19:48,900
But he did.

371
00:19:48,900 --> 00:19:50,430
He was there.

372
00:19:50,430 --> 00:19:56,490
And I commented on--

373
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00:19:56,490 --> 00:19:58,440
and this is on one
day's observation.

374
00:19:58,440 --> 00:20:02,160
And what turned out to
be important and correct,

375
00:20:02,160 --> 00:20:06,300
that this man was
terribly smart.

376
00:20:06,300 --> 00:20:09,540
And my friend Wolf
wrote an article

377
00:20:09,540 --> 00:20:12,770
for The Shingle, a publication
of the Philadelphia Bar

378
00:20:12,770 --> 00:20:17,670
Association, in which he was
part of an interrogation team

379
00:20:17,670 --> 00:20:19,980
that interviewed
Goring at one point.

380
00:20:19,980 --> 00:20:30,300
And that Goring was so clever
he made the interrogators

381
00:20:30,300 --> 00:20:35,190
ill at ease because they require
that Goring not interrupt

382
00:20:35,190 --> 00:20:39,360
the interpreters till they were
finished translating whatever

383
00:20:39,360 --> 00:20:43,880
they had asked him into German.

384
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00:20:43,880 --> 00:20:46,160
Whereupon he would
often, depending

385
00:20:46,160 --> 00:20:49,550
on whether he wanted to bother
them, respond in English.

386
00:20:49,550 --> 00:20:51,410
So he knew what it
was all the time.

387
00:20:51,410 --> 00:20:53,660
And he sat there
figuring out his answers.

388
00:20:53,660 --> 00:20:55,640
And then they were totally lost.

389
00:20:55,640 --> 00:20:57,590
Then they might decide
to answer in German.

390
00:20:57,590 --> 00:20:59,298
And then they were
worse off because they

391
00:20:59,298 --> 00:21:02,300
had to have some translator
translate it for them.

392
00:21:02,300 --> 00:21:05,450
And he was just terribly smart.

393
00:21:05,450 --> 00:21:09,620
And I discussed this with
my friend William Rehnquist,

394
00:21:09,620 --> 00:21:11,390
about whom I have
written a book.

395
00:21:11,390 --> 00:21:16,550
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And William Rehnquist was
Justice Jackson's law clerk

396
00:21:16,550 --> 00:21:20,390
in 1952 and 1953, which is
six years after he came back

397
00:21:20,390 --> 00:21:21,560
Nuremberg.

398
00:21:21,560 --> 00:21:25,550
And I told him-- we talked
about my Nuremberg experience.

399
00:21:25,550 --> 00:21:28,580
And he said, well, that's
consistent with Jackson's.

400
00:21:28,580 --> 00:21:31,610
And I later did some research.

401
00:21:31,610 --> 00:21:36,200
He told me-- because
Goring had basically

402
00:21:36,200 --> 00:21:38,710
made a fool of Jackson
to some degree.

403
00:21:38,710 --> 00:21:39,525
In what way?

404
00:21:39,525 --> 00:21:40,317
How did he do that?

405
00:21:40,317 --> 00:21:41,750
Jackson had wanted to--

406
00:21:41,750 --> 00:21:45,920
who was a famed prosecutor and
had sought this assignment.

407
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00:21:45,920 --> 00:21:50,090
And he wanted to
personally cross-examine

408
00:21:50,090 --> 00:21:52,100
the very smart German.

409
00:21:52,100 --> 00:21:55,610
And this was-- and
the press followed it

410
00:21:55,610 --> 00:22:02,080
very closely because the
great prosecutor and the Vice

411
00:22:02,080 --> 00:22:06,410
Reichsmarschall were
going to cross swords.

412
00:22:06,410 --> 00:22:10,250
And although I think Jackson
probably won in the long term,

413
00:22:10,250 --> 00:22:14,660
in the headline term, at one
point, Jackson asked Goring--

414
00:22:14,660 --> 00:22:17,840
and this is a paraphrase--

415
00:22:17,840 --> 00:22:21,260
something about, didn't
he sanction, or wasn't he

416
00:22:21,260 --> 00:22:25,100
aware of the
genocidal activities

417
00:22:25,100 --> 00:22:30,890
that they had killed millions
of Jews and other people?

418
00:22:30,890 --> 00:22:34,370
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And Goring said, oh, yes, no
different than your presidents

419
00:22:34,370 --> 00:22:35,937
were about the Indians.

420
00:22:35,937 --> 00:22:38,420
[CHUCKLES] Well,
you can be pretty

421
00:22:38,420 --> 00:22:40,580
sure who had the headlines
in Europe that day.

422
00:22:40,580 --> 00:22:42,110
Absolutely.

423
00:22:42,110 --> 00:22:47,120
Whether Jackson won his
points-- which he probably did

424
00:22:47,120 --> 00:22:50,600
on the law and the rules--

425
00:22:50,600 --> 00:22:54,380
and he had another
comment the next day

426
00:22:54,380 --> 00:22:57,470
or two days succeeding
in which he asked

427
00:22:57,470 --> 00:22:59,090
him something about, was it--

428
00:22:59,090 --> 00:23:01,670
after the Nazis took
over in Germany,

429
00:23:01,670 --> 00:23:06,440
did they do away with democracy?

430
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00:23:06,440 --> 00:23:08,240
They took over democracy.

431
00:23:08,240 --> 00:23:12,150
And he said, oh, yeah,
we no longer needed it.

432
00:23:12,150 --> 00:23:15,500
And so I made the
observation one day

433
00:23:15,500 --> 00:23:20,030
that this man was
just clearly superior.

434
00:23:20,030 --> 00:23:21,930
And it's a comment
about leadership.

435
00:23:21,930 --> 00:23:22,680
And what was the--

436
00:23:22,680 --> 00:23:22,852
I'm sorry.

437
00:23:22,852 --> 00:23:22,940
Yeah.

438
00:23:22,940 --> 00:23:23,917
I'm sorry to interrupt.

439
00:23:23,917 --> 00:23:25,250
I shouldn't have at that moment.

440
00:23:25,250 --> 00:23:28,310
But Obe, what was
it that you saw?

441
00:23:28,310 --> 00:23:30,650
Was it the translation
and how he played around

442
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00:23:30,650 --> 00:23:32,030
with the translators?

443
00:23:32,030 --> 00:23:33,630
What was it that
you saw on that day?

444
00:23:33,630 --> 00:23:34,130
No.

445
00:23:34,130 --> 00:23:36,860
What I saw was the way they
gave him the documents.

446
00:23:36,860 --> 00:23:37,530
I see.

447
00:23:37,530 --> 00:23:42,890
That is, they had documents in
which General Jodl and Admiral

448
00:23:42,890 --> 00:23:45,950
Keitel at least those two,
and some of the others--

449
00:23:45,950 --> 00:23:48,170
and I mentioned them--

450
00:23:48,170 --> 00:23:49,880
were participants.

451
00:23:49,880 --> 00:23:53,210
And so they hand the
documents to them.

452
00:23:53,210 --> 00:23:56,082
And they just cursorily
looked at them

453
00:23:56,082 --> 00:23:57,290
and didn't pay any attention.

454
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00:23:57,290 --> 00:23:59,082
And the lawyers knew
they weren't going to.

455
00:23:59,082 --> 00:24:00,303
And then they gave to Goring.

456
00:24:00,303 --> 00:24:01,220
And he looked at them.

457
00:24:01,220 --> 00:24:05,000
And before they agreed
that the prisoners had

458
00:24:05,000 --> 00:24:08,060
reviewed the documents, they
had Goring look at them.

459
00:24:08,060 --> 00:24:13,460
Goring was-- if Goring
approved the documents,

460
00:24:13,460 --> 00:24:15,110
they went into the record.

461
00:24:15,110 --> 00:24:20,660
If General Jodl passed
them by, they didn't.

462
00:24:20,660 --> 00:24:24,616
And so I observed his--

463
00:24:24,616 --> 00:24:26,090
Predominance.

464
00:24:26,090 --> 00:24:29,600
--the way his fellow
prisoners, all of whom

465
00:24:29,600 --> 00:24:36,530
were men of the highest rank you
could be in a great government,

Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection

This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word generated with 3Play Media.  
It is not the primary source, and it may contain errors in spelling or accuracy.



466
00:24:36,530 --> 00:24:39,695
treated him with
deference and respect.

467
00:24:39,695 --> 00:24:42,990

468
00:24:42,990 --> 00:24:45,770
Any other impressions from
the day that you were there?

469
00:24:45,770 --> 00:24:50,540
Well, my other impressions
were very much concerning the--

470
00:24:50,540 --> 00:24:54,030
well, first of
all, the security.

471
00:24:54,030 --> 00:24:57,390
We now have become very
security-conscious in America

472
00:24:57,390 --> 00:24:59,010
and everywhere else.

473
00:24:59,010 --> 00:25:02,430
And they're probably
not very much greater

474
00:25:02,430 --> 00:25:04,920
than if the United
States goes somewhere.

475
00:25:04,920 --> 00:25:08,760
But at that time, the
entire area of Nuremberg

476
00:25:08,760 --> 00:25:10,920
was fenced off.

477
00:25:10,920 --> 00:25:12,510
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Nobody could go there.

478
00:25:12,510 --> 00:25:16,050
And to go to the trial,
nobody could walk around.

479
00:25:16,050 --> 00:25:18,540
If you got out of
your seat, the guard

480
00:25:18,540 --> 00:25:21,527
immediately escorted you
wherever you were going to go

481
00:25:21,527 --> 00:25:22,110
and jumped up.

482
00:25:22,110 --> 00:25:25,920
And so you couldn't do anything.

483
00:25:25,920 --> 00:25:30,960
And I also commented
on what seemed

484
00:25:30,960 --> 00:25:39,030
to be almost a fraternal
ease between the Russians,

485
00:25:39,030 --> 00:25:44,080
and the Americans, and the
English, and the French.

486
00:25:44,080 --> 00:25:46,830
They went to a
nightclub the night--

487
00:25:46,830 --> 00:25:51,630
well, at least there was
a floor show in the hotel

488
00:25:51,630 --> 00:25:53,220
one of the nights I was there.
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489
00:25:53,220 --> 00:25:55,380
And they had Russian actors.

490
00:25:55,380 --> 00:26:02,970
And they were all just lawyers
or staff people, and probably

491
00:26:02,970 --> 00:26:06,570
mostly lawyers, on a mission.

492
00:26:06,570 --> 00:26:09,780
And we were all already
talking about problems

493
00:26:09,780 --> 00:26:11,370
with the Russians.

494
00:26:11,370 --> 00:26:17,070
And you know, this is only--

495
00:26:17,070 --> 00:26:19,560
as a matter of fact, before
they executed these people,

496
00:26:19,560 --> 00:26:23,220
Winston Churchill made
his Iron Curtain speech.

497
00:26:23,220 --> 00:26:25,090
Oh.

498
00:26:25,090 --> 00:26:28,560
The Iron Curtain would drop
between Stettin on the Baltic

499
00:26:28,560 --> 00:26:32,580
and Trieste in the Adriatic.

500
00:26:32,580 --> 00:26:34,740
Well, this raises
the other question
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501
00:26:34,740 --> 00:26:37,620
that I wanted to ask you.

502
00:26:37,620 --> 00:26:41,070
And that is, you
go to Nuremberg.

503
00:26:41,070 --> 00:26:44,850
You see the top leadership.

504
00:26:44,850 --> 00:26:46,920
You don't know at
that point that it

505
00:26:46,920 --> 00:26:50,910
will be Mr. Woods who
is going to do them,

506
00:26:50,910 --> 00:26:53,130
do the honors a year later.

507
00:26:53,130 --> 00:26:57,420
But what was your view
about the trials in general?

508
00:26:57,420 --> 00:26:58,275
What did you think?

509
00:26:58,275 --> 00:26:59,730
Did you think--

510
00:26:59,730 --> 00:27:02,850
Well, obviously,
because I wanted to go,

511
00:27:02,850 --> 00:27:05,400
I was very interested
in the subject.

512
00:27:05,400 --> 00:27:06,300
Yeah.
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513
00:27:06,300 --> 00:27:07,950
I had deep doubts.

514
00:27:07,950 --> 00:27:12,420
I was not a great admirer.

515
00:27:12,420 --> 00:27:13,680
And I had doubts.

516
00:27:13,680 --> 00:27:15,810
And I wrote a letter.

517
00:27:15,810 --> 00:27:19,860
So you know, I note that
the doubts I had then--

518
00:27:19,860 --> 00:27:23,970
as a 21-year-old, I had
doubts about a trial

519
00:27:23,970 --> 00:27:28,890
whose objective was to make a
record rather than a fairly try

520
00:27:28,890 --> 00:27:30,270
men.

521
00:27:30,270 --> 00:27:34,990
I thought trials, Anglo-Saxon
trials or trials of any kind--

522
00:27:34,990 --> 00:27:37,620
their objective
should be to produce

523
00:27:37,620 --> 00:27:42,570
fair treatment of the accused.

524
00:27:42,570 --> 00:27:46,530
And I didn't think these trials
had that as an objective.
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525
00:27:46,530 --> 00:27:47,700
And--

526
00:27:47,700 --> 00:27:50,490
Well, you just said that one
of the objectives that they did

527
00:27:50,490 --> 00:27:53,880
have was a very laudatory
one because it established

528
00:27:53,880 --> 00:27:55,920
the record that Holocaust
deniers would not

529
00:27:55,920 --> 00:27:56,820
be able to counter.

530
00:27:56,820 --> 00:28:01,080

531
00:28:01,080 --> 00:28:02,250
That's correct.

532
00:28:02,250 --> 00:28:05,290
And that's with the
wisdom of hindsight.

533
00:28:05,290 --> 00:28:05,790
OK.

534
00:28:05,790 --> 00:28:10,650
And I don't think--

535
00:28:10,650 --> 00:28:14,310
but I didn't then,
and I still have

536
00:28:14,310 --> 00:28:21,690
deep doubts as to whether
trials of the vanquished
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537
00:28:21,690 --> 00:28:25,440
by individuals are really
expressions of power,

538
00:28:25,440 --> 00:28:27,030
not of justice.

539
00:28:27,030 --> 00:28:29,340
The vanquished never
try the victors.

540
00:28:29,340 --> 00:28:31,140
Nobody ever went to
war without intent

541
00:28:31,140 --> 00:28:33,510
to win it, without
believing he could win it.

542
00:28:33,510 --> 00:28:38,370
And as The Economist,
in its editorial

543
00:28:38,370 --> 00:28:40,740
at the time of the
execution, said,

544
00:28:40,740 --> 00:28:42,510
can you imagine
if the vanquished

545
00:28:42,510 --> 00:28:45,110
had tried the victors and
they began with Hiroshima?

546
00:28:45,110 --> 00:28:46,170
[CHUCKLES]

547
00:28:46,170 --> 00:28:47,850
Yeah.

548
00:28:47,850 --> 00:28:53,340
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It's-- and I have
some feeling that--

549
00:28:53,340 --> 00:28:58,680
and had a feeling then
that trials of this kind

550
00:28:58,680 --> 00:29:01,380
tend to distort law.

551
00:29:01,380 --> 00:29:03,480
Because they're not really--

552
00:29:03,480 --> 00:29:06,690
they are victors' trials.

553
00:29:06,690 --> 00:29:10,650
And victors have the
privilege of victors.

554
00:29:10,650 --> 00:29:14,820
And they have
historically done--

555
00:29:14,820 --> 00:29:17,070
generally executed
the vanquished

556
00:29:17,070 --> 00:29:19,050
if it suited their purposes.

557
00:29:19,050 --> 00:29:22,920
And then they have different
purposes, sometimes.

558
00:29:22,920 --> 00:29:30,090
They put Napoleon in St.
Helena for 20 or 30 years.

559
00:29:30,090 --> 00:29:31,950
But they didn't execute him.

560
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00:29:31,950 --> 00:29:38,820
And they put Jefferson
Davis in jail.

561
00:29:38,820 --> 00:29:47,070
And other-- we executed most
of the leaders of the Japanese

562
00:29:47,070 --> 00:29:48,570
in Manila.

563
00:29:48,570 --> 00:29:53,670
And the British were
interested in propaganda.

564
00:29:53,670 --> 00:29:54,810
And I'm in that business.

565
00:29:54,810 --> 00:29:56,810
I don't know whether
that's the business I'm in,

566
00:29:56,810 --> 00:30:01,500
but I'm in the business of news.

567
00:30:01,500 --> 00:30:04,200
The British executed
Lord Haw Haw

568
00:30:04,200 --> 00:30:09,210
who was the man who
tried to create unrest

569
00:30:09,210 --> 00:30:10,830
among British soldiers.

570
00:30:10,830 --> 00:30:14,610
And I, in another
part of my life,

571
00:30:14,610 --> 00:30:18,480
watched Robert Frost and
other American intellectuals
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572
00:30:18,480 --> 00:30:20,730
try to protect
Ezra Pound, who did

573
00:30:20,730 --> 00:30:22,440
the same thing to
American soldiers

574
00:30:22,440 --> 00:30:26,010
in Italy, from
execution and succeeded.

575
00:30:26,010 --> 00:30:29,700
So I mean, I don't--

576
00:30:29,700 --> 00:30:35,760
I'm not sure this is a wonderful
example of how Anglo-Saxon law

577
00:30:35,760 --> 00:30:38,410
works or should work.

578
00:30:38,410 --> 00:30:39,420
I think it is--

579
00:30:39,420 --> 00:30:42,900
I think they created a very
important record that cannot be

580
00:30:42,900 --> 00:30:44,310
assaulted.

581
00:30:44,310 --> 00:30:49,830
And I think they executed
people who are well-executed.

582
00:30:49,830 --> 00:30:51,390
And whether they'd been--

583
00:30:51,390 --> 00:30:58,220
done this just as well with
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some other kind of a trial

584
00:30:58,220 --> 00:31:00,962
without creating this
fabric, I don't know.

585
00:31:00,962 --> 00:31:03,420
And I don't know whether they
would have gotten the record.

586
00:31:03,420 --> 00:31:06,650
That's the important
thing that they did.

587
00:31:06,650 --> 00:31:08,210
They created a record.

588
00:31:08,210 --> 00:31:11,450
Well, it sounds like
that, at the time,

589
00:31:11,450 --> 00:31:16,580
your misgivings were shared by
much of the judiciary, at least

590
00:31:16,580 --> 00:31:19,550
in the Supreme Court
in the United States.

591
00:31:19,550 --> 00:31:20,600
That's true.

592
00:31:20,600 --> 00:31:22,370
Can you tell us a
little bit about that?

593
00:31:22,370 --> 00:31:23,120
Yeah, I can.

594
00:31:23,120 --> 00:31:29,270
Because particularly, was not
as well known at the time--
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595
00:31:29,270 --> 00:31:30,680
was probably not known--

596
00:31:30,680 --> 00:31:35,120
but Chief Justice Stone
was opposed to the trial.

597
00:31:35,120 --> 00:31:37,880
Now, he's the top law
officer in the United States

598
00:31:37,880 --> 00:31:45,620
and a man widely respected,
who was previously

599
00:31:45,620 --> 00:31:49,130
dean of Columbia
Law School, and who

600
00:31:49,130 --> 00:31:51,800
was elevated to Chief Justice--

601
00:31:51,800 --> 00:31:55,880
he'd been associate
justice for 15 years--

602
00:31:55,880 --> 00:32:01,490
by Franklin Roosevelt. Because
he was a Republican appointee

603
00:32:01,490 --> 00:32:05,180
by Calvin Coolidge
but had written

604
00:32:05,180 --> 00:32:08,720
some of the most important
decisions supporting the New

605
00:32:08,720 --> 00:32:10,400
Deal.

606
00:32:10,400 --> 00:32:13,880
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He was a Republican who
supported Franklin Roosevelt,

607
00:32:13,880 --> 00:32:20,180
a very independent mind and
a very sincere legal student.

608
00:32:20,180 --> 00:32:23,480
And he felt that
this was an ex post

609
00:32:23,480 --> 00:32:28,010
facto, that the laws under
which these men were tried

610
00:32:28,010 --> 00:32:32,420
didn't even exist till they
had a meaning in London

611
00:32:32,420 --> 00:32:39,740
after the war with
Germany was over to create

612
00:32:39,740 --> 00:32:43,160
the laws under which the
men would be indicted.

613
00:32:43,160 --> 00:32:47,300
And he also objected
to the word--

614
00:32:47,300 --> 00:32:49,550
one of the terms
of the indictment

615
00:32:49,550 --> 00:32:54,200
was aggressive war, that they
had waged aggressive war.

616
00:32:54,200 --> 00:32:57,860
He, on a purely semantic basis--

617
00:32:57,860 --> 00:33:00,890
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on a semantic basis,
questioned whether what

618
00:33:00,890 --> 00:33:04,210
wars were not aggressive.

619
00:33:04,210 --> 00:33:05,700
Does seem a tautology, yes.

620
00:33:05,700 --> 00:33:06,200
What?

621
00:33:06,200 --> 00:33:08,000
It does seem like a tautology.

622
00:33:08,000 --> 00:33:09,260
It does.

623
00:33:09,260 --> 00:33:15,080
And he even-- and this has
been quoted a few times--

624
00:33:15,080 --> 00:33:17,885
wrote to a Columbia
classmate of his,

625
00:33:17,885 --> 00:33:19,760
which the letter's in
the Library of Congress

626
00:33:19,760 --> 00:33:23,300
now with the Stone Papers--

627
00:33:23,300 --> 00:33:28,666
that Jackson is all for the
European lynching party.

628
00:33:28,666 --> 00:33:31,130
Well, that's pretty rich.

629
00:33:31,130 --> 00:33:35,150
Well, that's a paraphrase,
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but very, very close.

630
00:33:35,150 --> 00:33:38,220
And the word lynching party
is an essential part of it.

631
00:33:38,220 --> 00:33:39,740
That is not a paraphrase.

632
00:33:39,740 --> 00:33:43,505
And so you had the Chief
Justice of the United States.

633
00:33:43,505 --> 00:33:45,830
He was vigorously opposed--

634
00:33:45,830 --> 00:33:52,280
no, was profoundly opposed,
a man of great discretion who

635
00:33:52,280 --> 00:33:57,800
never publicly took a position
but wrote these letters,

636
00:33:57,800 --> 00:33:59,240
but wrote about it.

637
00:33:59,240 --> 00:34:04,490
And also, Francis Biddle, the
American judge at Nuremberg,

638
00:34:04,490 --> 00:34:07,880
asked this Stone
to swear him in.

639
00:34:07,880 --> 00:34:12,139
And they were friends
and knew each other

640
00:34:12,139 --> 00:34:14,630
at the very top
level of government.
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641
00:34:14,630 --> 00:34:17,600
And Stone was a previous
attorney general himself.

642
00:34:17,600 --> 00:34:19,820
And he refused to
swear in Biddle

643
00:34:19,820 --> 00:34:25,100
because he didn't want to have
any part in the proceedings,

644
00:34:25,100 --> 00:34:31,310
even to swearing in his friend
to be the American judge.

645
00:34:31,310 --> 00:34:33,739
And Robert Taft--

646
00:34:33,739 --> 00:34:36,949
John Kennedy, in
Profiles of Courage,

647
00:34:36,949 --> 00:34:43,940
for which he won a Pulitzer
Prize, describes Robert Taft,

648
00:34:43,940 --> 00:34:49,790
devotes a chapter to Taft in
which Taft took a position,

649
00:34:49,790 --> 00:34:52,100
which I've substantially--

650
00:34:52,100 --> 00:34:54,920
similar to Chief
Justice Stone's,

651
00:34:54,920 --> 00:34:58,490
in which this was ex
post facto and made

652
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00:34:58,490 --> 00:35:02,060
a mockery of American law that
you had this kind of a trial.

653
00:35:02,060 --> 00:35:06,290
And it was sanctioned by
having an American attorney

654
00:35:06,290 --> 00:35:10,490
general and an American
Supreme Court justice involved.

655
00:35:10,490 --> 00:35:13,550
And Taft made a
speech about this.

656
00:35:13,550 --> 00:35:16,480
And Kennedy thinks
this, among other--

657
00:35:16,480 --> 00:35:19,550
this was a major
factor in Taft not

658
00:35:19,550 --> 00:35:22,730
getting the Republican
presidential nominations

659
00:35:22,730 --> 00:35:29,600
in 1948 and 1952,
that he really--

660
00:35:29,600 --> 00:35:34,235
he alienated what would now
be called the party's base.

661
00:35:34,235 --> 00:35:35,270
Yeah.

662
00:35:35,270 --> 00:35:37,880
Because he believed
this was wrong.

663

Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection

This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word generated with 3Play Media.  
It is not the primary source, and it may contain errors in spelling or accuracy.



00:35:37,880 --> 00:35:40,910
And Kennedy points
out that it was not

664
00:35:40,910 --> 00:35:44,000
an issue that came before
the United States Senate.

665
00:35:44,000 --> 00:35:49,700
And Taft made a speech
to some group in Ohio

666
00:35:49,700 --> 00:35:53,540
and felt he had to say this,
that this bothered him.

667
00:35:53,540 --> 00:35:55,220
And he considered it
an act of courage.

668
00:35:55,220 --> 00:35:59,920
Did you-- let's go from the
political down to the personal

669
00:35:59,920 --> 00:36:02,110
again.

670
00:36:02,110 --> 00:36:05,830
You must have communicated your
impressions, both in letters

671
00:36:05,830 --> 00:36:09,760
and when you went home to your
family, and talked about it.

672
00:36:09,760 --> 00:36:12,280
And particularly
since you had family

673
00:36:12,280 --> 00:36:17,390
that had come from Germany,
did you have discussions--

674
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00:36:17,390 --> 00:36:19,150
whether these were
right after the war

675
00:36:19,150 --> 00:36:21,970
or through your
correspondence, how

676
00:36:21,970 --> 00:36:25,300
was this looked upon
within your family circle?

677
00:36:25,300 --> 00:36:29,367
Your views, the trial
itself, and all of the issues

678
00:36:29,367 --> 00:36:30,200
that come out of it.

679
00:36:30,200 --> 00:36:32,500
Did you-- were these
things discussed at home?

680
00:36:32,500 --> 00:36:35,340

681
00:36:35,340 --> 00:36:36,990
Somewhat.

682
00:36:36,990 --> 00:36:45,450
Clearly, my family encouraged
me to think independently.

683
00:36:45,450 --> 00:36:47,490
My father was a very
prominent lawyer

684
00:36:47,490 --> 00:36:50,380
and a first-class intellectual.

685
00:36:50,380 --> 00:36:53,730
He was delighted that I
had an independent idea.
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686
00:36:53,730 --> 00:36:55,590
And he encouraged this.

687
00:36:55,590 --> 00:36:57,420
And he encouraged
me to write letters

688
00:36:57,420 --> 00:37:00,040
about it, as did my mother.

689
00:37:00,040 --> 00:37:04,830
So the encouragement was
less on the specifics

690
00:37:04,830 --> 00:37:08,430
than, you're supposed to
be an independent thinker.

691
00:37:08,430 --> 00:37:10,470
You're 21 years
old, you've got--

692
00:37:10,470 --> 00:37:11,820
we encourage this.

693
00:37:11,820 --> 00:37:15,250

694
00:37:15,250 --> 00:37:19,060
I'm inclined-- my
father, I think,

695
00:37:19,060 --> 00:37:23,170
agreed with me in substance--
or agreed with Justice Stone,

696
00:37:23,170 --> 00:37:24,520
more importantly--

697
00:37:24,520 --> 00:37:28,630
that there was something-- this
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was not English common law.

698
00:37:28,630 --> 00:37:32,740
He did not believe--

699
00:37:32,740 --> 00:37:35,230
he believed there was
something wrong with America

700
00:37:35,230 --> 00:37:43,120
participating in and
sanctifying a procedure which

701
00:37:43,120 --> 00:37:45,550
accomplished an end which
might have been accomplished

702
00:37:45,550 --> 00:37:47,310
otherwise.

703
00:37:47,310 --> 00:37:47,810
I see.

704
00:37:47,810 --> 00:37:51,140

705
00:37:51,140 --> 00:37:58,235
You know, Nuremberg
had very little--

706
00:37:58,235 --> 00:38:02,210
in the end, Justice
Jackson may have said--

707
00:38:02,210 --> 00:38:06,140
and he did in his
opening speech,

708
00:38:06,140 --> 00:38:11,600
which was really a very
eloquent and moving speech--

709
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00:38:11,600 --> 00:38:15,020
he said that this was not-- that
he was not seeking vengeance.

710
00:38:15,020 --> 00:38:17,280
He was not seeking retribution.

711
00:38:17,280 --> 00:38:19,700
This was not a punitive court.

712
00:38:19,700 --> 00:38:22,310
And he was making an
example so it would not

713
00:38:22,310 --> 00:38:25,010
happen-- he hoped they were
creating a record so it

714
00:38:25,010 --> 00:38:26,240
would not happen again.

715
00:38:26,240 --> 00:38:29,220

716
00:38:29,220 --> 00:38:34,180
And I think history may decide--

717
00:38:34,180 --> 00:38:35,420
it may have decided--

718
00:38:35,420 --> 00:38:39,490
that it was a court of
vengeance and retribution.

719
00:38:39,490 --> 00:38:45,860
I meant, the perpetrators
of the crime were executed.

720
00:38:45,860 --> 00:38:49,070
And there were no major
Nazis alive after that.

721
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00:38:49,070 --> 00:38:54,470

722
00:38:54,470 --> 00:38:59,900
Hitler, Himmler, and Goebbels
had all committed suicide just

723
00:38:59,900 --> 00:39:02,810
about the end of the war.

724
00:39:02,810 --> 00:39:08,780
Goring, Ribbentrop, Jodl,
Keitel were tried and executed.

725
00:39:08,780 --> 00:39:12,440
Goring committed suicide a few
hours before his execution.

726
00:39:12,440 --> 00:39:15,510
And Bormann was
tried in absentia,

727
00:39:15,510 --> 00:39:16,710
and they never found him.

728
00:39:16,710 --> 00:39:18,230
So he disappeared.

729
00:39:18,230 --> 00:39:22,970
So basically, all of them
the top Nazi hierarchy

730
00:39:22,970 --> 00:39:24,320
were executed.

731
00:39:24,320 --> 00:39:28,400

732
00:39:28,400 --> 00:39:31,670
It shocked-- the
financial genius who

733
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00:39:31,670 --> 00:39:35,570
put it together was acquitted.

734
00:39:35,570 --> 00:39:40,460
And I think that's a separate
question as to the importance

735
00:39:40,460 --> 00:39:48,590
of the architect [COUGHS]
of the finance of--

736
00:39:48,590 --> 00:39:50,112
We need to change tapes.

737
00:39:50,112 --> 00:39:51,440
OK.

738
00:39:51,440 --> 00:39:53,650
Then I think that's a--
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