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Interview with Ms. Anne-Marie LEVAIN (stage name Anouk FERJAC),  
on July 29th, 2014, Paris, France 
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Anne-Marie Levain was born on May 25, 1932, in, Paris, France. Her father, Paul Levain, 
from a Catholic family from Normandy, was a political cartoonist for the weekly satirical 
newspaper, Le Canard enchainé. The pseudonym “FERJAC” comes from the contraction of 
his two middle names, Ferdinand and Jacques.  Her mother, Etel (“Odette”) Sapira, born in 
Paşcani, Romania (present day Romanian Moldova), to Moza Sapira and Moïse Sapira, a 
rabbi from the Ukraine, who became a watchmaker and jeweler in Romania. The family 
immigrated to France when Etel was 4 to flee the 1905 pogroms in Romania. 
 
Moza was Moïse’s second wife and gave birth to 11 children, two of whom were stillborn. 
She was a well-known “healer” (“guerisseuse”) in the Jewish community in Romania. She 
spoke Yiddish, never learned French and her husband beat her incessantly, rendering her deaf. 
Möise left her at one point and was later found dead on a park bench in southern France. 
 
It does not seem that the family frequented other Jews or even others who spoke Yiddish. Etel 
had an older sister, Fanny, who posed for the sculptor Bourdelle, and later Anne-Marie was 
paid to pose for him when she was a little girl to bring in money for the family. Later, Fanny’s 
wealthy husband lent Etel the money she needed to take classes to become a hairdresser and 
purchase a small salon in the 16th arrondissement. Etel met Paul at the Montparnasse brasserie 
La Coupole and the were married at the Eglise Saint-Sulpice in 1930 or 1931. It is not clear if 
Etel converted to Catholicism, but Moza could not attend the wedding. Etel continued 
working after her marriage to Paul. 
 
Anne-Marie attended a Montessori school in Versailles from the age of 6 to 8. Then, she was 
sent to public school in the 16th arrondissement, but at one point, she never went back – 
perhaps at the beginning of a school year. She remembers that her father made extra money 
by painting décor or posters for the music-halls and that he took her to the shows with him. 
Enchanted by the dancers, she insisted that she wanted to be a dancer, too, someday. Her 
parents enrolled her in all sorts of classes – ballet, tap dancing, acrobatics – to prepare her for 
a career. 
 
Anne-Marie says that her mother registered as a Jew – she had no choice because the beauty 
parlor was registered under her maiden name, “Sapira”, and that the authorities would know 
she was Jewish. Etel wore the yellow star, but not all the time. Paul made her false identity 
papers. However, she automatically traveled in the last car in the metro, reserved for Jews. 
Anne-Marie did not wear the star. At one point, Etel brought her mother to live with the 
family. 
 
The beauty parlor was turned over to another woman, the Aryan administrator. Etel took this 
very badly. She was used to being active and she had a loyal clientele. To survive, she found 
some work secretly, hairdressing in a backroom of the client’s apartment, far from prying 
eyes. 
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Anne-Marie remembers very clearly how two French members of the milice knocked on the 
door of the apartment in the early hours of the morning to arrest her grandmother. Paul 
answered the door and thought they had come for Etel, but they said they were looking for an 
old woman. Paul went to the back of the house to awaken his mother-in-law  and help her put 
some things together. She could not speak French and was deaf, but Etel must have made her 
understand what was happening. Anne-Marie was told not to say good-bye. No one spoke 
about this and she was made to understand that she should not ask any questions. 
 
Anne-Marie mentions an incident:  they were in a café or restaurant and a man for whom her 
father had made false identity papers came up to the family and said that at Mathausen, 
everyone was treated well – “they are entitled to one cigarette and a glass of milk a day”. She 
thinks that he must have worked in the office where he had access to the identity cards that 
were confiscated from people when they arrived. With the addresses, he went to their families 
and tried to get them to give him something to take to their interned relatives.  
 
It is not clear why Moza Sapira would have been sent to Mathausen, but this is what Anne-
Marie remembers. 1 
 
After the war, her mother volunteered to help out at the Hotel Lutetia, where those who 
returned from deportation were sent first. Anne-Marie accompanied her mother and was 
horrified by what she saw. 
 
After the war, Etel never returned to her salon, but was given a small amount of money in 
compensation for it. She was shattered and never was the same again. 
 
At an early age, Anne-Marie started getting work in music-hall reviews, as a dancer and 
acrobat, but she hated the work. She describes how, hired as an understudy for a play by 
Marcel Achard at the age of 15, she ended-up creating the lead role and her acting career was 
launched when the reviews called her a “revelation”. 
 
Anne-Marie does not remember her mother or grandmother ever doing anything that would be 
considered practicing Judaism, but she still has a small menorah which belonged to her 
grandmother. When her mother was very old, Anne-Marie recorded an interview and tried to 
find answers to things she had not dared to ask when she was younger.  
 
Anne-Marie adds that, years later, she deduced that it must be the owner of the apartment 
where her parents lived in the 16th arrondissement who denounced the grandmother to the 
French police. 
 

                                                           
1 It seems unlikely that Moza was sent to Mauthausen. Women and children from Auschwitz were sent there in 
1944.) 
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