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Abstract  

This interview is about Rabbi David Eliach who was born in September 13, 1922 in the old city 
of Jerusalem in Palestine in a Hasidic family of six generation residents in Palestine. He was the 
second son of 5 sons in the Yiddish-speaking family. His father was influenced by Jewish 
education in the US and placed Rabbi Eliach in a modern school with both religious and secular 
subjects.  He experienced rock throwing and name calling by the Arabs and meanness by the 
British. After graduation, he attended a Teachers College.  With several friends they organized a 
Yeshiva with both secular and religious subjects and it expanded to many schools. He joined 
B’nai Akiva, a religious movement. He planned to be a lawyer but when he heard that they 
needed a helper for 800 children from the Holocaust who were gathered from all over Europe 
and were coming from Tehran, he volunteered. They had little food during the war as ships could 
not travel on the Mediterranean. The Jews in Palestine had difficulty believing the reality of 
Hitler’s deeds.  He took care of 70 children who later succeeded in life and some were reunited 
with their parents. To treat their stress, he gave the children discipline, a routine, fun and love 
and the counselors met on deciding methodology.  Also, he believed that listening to the 
children’s stories of their trauma was beneficial for them. The 70 children were moved to 
Kabaya (?) which was funded by the Mizrachi Women of America.   He was promoted from 
counselor to teacher to principal to administrator before he married and left for America 61 years 
ago.  There he worked for the Flatbush Yeshiva in Brooklyn, retired and still works for them.  He 
decided on a life of helping children rather than making a lot of money.  He explains how 
difficult it was to educate children who had suffered in the Holocaust.   

 

Summary 

00:00   Rabbi David Eliach was born in September 13, 1922 in the old city of Jerusalem in 
Palestine as 6th generation of his family living there.  His grandparents were Hasidim who 
came from Pinsk and Minsk as they decided it was important for all Jews to live in 
Palestine.  They came about 180 or 190 years ago.  His cousin wrote a book showing his 
family went back to Rashi who wrote commentaries of the Bible and Talmud about 1040 
which was about 900 years ago.  Their family was traced back to Rabbis.  A Rabbi is a 
judge and a Rebbe is a Hasidim.  His grandfather was the brother of a leading Rabbi in 
Pinsk called Kalina (?) Hasidim.  Rabbi Eliach had no sisters.  His oldest brother was 
Bestzalon (?), named after his grandfather, Rabbi Eliach was next as Israel David from 
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the Kalum Dynasty, then came Aryeh Yehuda Leib, the fourth brother was Chaim 
Shimon after a Hasidic Rabbi, and the youngest was Yachel Tzvi after a Jerusalem Rabbi. 

05:00  His father was the grandfather of the Hasidim.  All such Rabbis were called Kalum. 
There was a big fight in Vilna as the Galona Vilna did not want the Hasidim as they 
thought that group was moving away from Judaism.  Bal Shemtov was the founder.  
Rabbi Eliach’s wife wrote her Ph.D. on the Bal Shemtov and his relation to Christianity.  
The Bal Shemtov believed you should pray by wearing a white garment and falling down 
on the floor and making athletic movements.  The Galona Vilna excommunicated them as 
thought they were not Jewish.  Rabbi Eliach’s wife found Christians in Russia with 
similar rituals.  Now things are more peaceful with the Galona Vilna.  For a long time 
there was no contact or marriages between them.  Rabbi Eliach’s grandfather was a 
Kalina as he tried to make people Hasidic and people in the 18th century were against it.  
Rabbi Eliach was born Hasidic.  His father was a Rabbi but never told him but he found 
out two years ago.   

 10:00  There was a fire where they lived and he found a list of Rabbis including his father.  His 
father was Secretary of an institution. Rabbi Eliach’s grandfather opened a soup kitchen 
for the poor as he did not want to be a Rabbi in Jerusalem.  He wrote letters to people of 
the middle class to come to the soup kitchen and pay so the poor would not be 
embarrassed and the request worked.  Rabbi Eliach’s father was the administrator. Rabbi 
Eliach went to pray at the Kalina Synagogue and saw they yelled as they prayed and 
starting at age seven attended cheder (religious school) daily in the Old City of 
Jerusalem.  Rabbi Eliach had to walk through the Arab section to get to cheder and the 
Arabs would throw stones at him and yell, “Kill the Jews.”  This happened 85 years ago.  
He studied Tanach (Bible), Torah and the law all day and night.  There were no 
geography, math or history lessons.  When he was eleven, his father moved him to a 
modern school where they taught geography, language, math and history.  A Kalina 
Hasidic took him home daily and tried to influence him to return to cheder.  His father 
was in America to make money to feed the poor in Palestine.  His father was embarrassed 
at his duties and felt that Rabbi Eliach should have a profession.    While in New York, 
he visited the Yeshiva and witnessed religious people studying science and medicine. 

15:00  When he returned home, he placed Rabbi Eliach in a modern school.  The cheder had 
given Rabbi Eliach a sense of religion, a belief in G-d, and ethics of the fathers (learn to 
be a good human being).  He had a good time there and learned values such as standing 
up for an old person and giving to charity.  Sometimes the Rabbi would hit you which is 
not permitted today.  Most of the Jews were poor but learned values.  In the modern 
school, you studied religion but also got the world.  His father saw Rabbi Eliach 
attending an athletic youth organization with boys and girls.  He thought it dangerous so 
the other brothers remained in the cheder.  One very religious brother takes a daily class 
by telephone with him for 45 years.  They have a wonderful relationship.  Rabbi Eliach 
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prays daily but is a Zionist and his brothers aren’t.  They have beards and he does not.  
They speak Yiddish which is their first language.  Only extreme Zionists spoke Hebrew 
when Rabbi Eliach during his childhood.  The Hasidic still speak Yiddish today.  Now, 
even in Mea Sharim everyone speaks Hebrew.  Palestine was a Mandate of Great Britain. 

20:00   Jerusalem was small and there were no cars or busses so used a horse and buggy and it 
took12 hours to get to Tel Aviv.  Rabbi Eliach fought for things he believed in.  When his 
father was in America, Rabbi Eliach went to the Kalina Synagogue wearing a half jacket, 
not a long jacket like the Hasidim.  A heretic told him to return home and obtain a long 
jacket.  When the man left, Rabbi Eliach returned to the synagogue.  He did not look up 
to the man as being an authority.  Some people were nice even though he was different.  
Extreme people like this man came from Europe and gave orders in the Synagogue which 
changed the atmosphere there.  These extremists on the right wanted the people to do as 
they wished.  When Rabbi Eliach walked to cheder daily, he did not feel the Arabs had 
the right to throw stones and yell at him.  His brother was an extreme Hasidic and was 
comfortable with that.  Rabbi Eliach did not discuss the stone throwing with his brother 
as it was not an issue. 

25:00  In the modern school, he learned history, science and math so it was a different world and 
he was freer to do things.  After graduation, he attended Teachers College.  He was at the 
modern school from 11 to 13 and ½ in the mid ‘30s.  His father’s name was Yaakov 
Yisvak and his mother was Ruchel (Rachel).  When his father went to the Hasidic 
synagogue at the time of his parents’ Yiskeh (memorial prayer), he was not permitted in.  
When Rabbi Eliach was 14 or 15, he bought a book about Freud and placed it in the 
closet next to his father’s holy books.  No one touched it but his father felt uncomfortable 
that the secular book was on the same shelf as his holy books.  His father never potched 
(hit) him but his mother did.  She was tough, had good humor and taught him to be 
organized and clean.  His father was so gentle so it was a balance between the two 
parents.  His mother was so devoted to the family.  Rabbi Eliach was born with a disabled 
foot.  Since the hospital in Jerusalem was not good, his mother by herself took him by 
ship and train (no planes then) to Vienna.  They stayed for a few months so he could have 
an operation so he would not be lame.  His mother was tough in making good decisions.  
She washed, baked and did all the cooking herself.  Many people talked to her though she 
had never attended school as girls were prohibited.  She learned to read and write in 
Yiddish at home. 

30:00  His mother came from a shtetl in White Russia not far from Ukraine.  His father came 
from Europe and was a leader in the Kalina Synagogue and principal of the Hasidic 
School.  Then he did supervising and testing.  At that time most of the religious Jews had 
nothing to do with the world.  The modern school, Tat Mizrachi, hired teachers from 
Europe who learned Hebrew.  Lessons were given in Hebrew.  Latin was translated into 
Hebrew.  Elementary school teachers had a Ph.D. as there were limited opportunities for 
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a career due to having only one university in the city.  Such teachers were not great in 
discipline.  Israelis were tougher and learned a lot.  Rabbi Eliach learned a lot of history 
and geography.  After graduating from the modern school, he attended Teacher’s 
College.  Many Hasidic children joined organizations on the left such as Shomire Yisrael.  
They were against Judaism and some became secular.  

35:00  It was similar here in the US when you could not discuss gay marriage 20 years ago but 
now it is legal.  People wanted to be freer.  There were hundreds of such people.  Rabbi 
Eliach joined B’nai Akiva, the religious movement, when he was 16 and ½.  He saw what 
was happening and decided to open a Yeshiva.  In the morning they would have Judaic 
studies and in the afternoon secular studies.  He and six others opened this Yeshiva which 
has now expanded to 50 Yeshivot in Israel.  The children saw they could learn both 
studies in one place, a new movement.  There was no model like this in Israel.  He made 
something different.  He felt the spirit of the world at 16 or 17.  It was a revolution of 
religion by the secular as they wanted to change what they were born into.  It took years 
of development.  He was idealistic and wanted a change.  B’nai Akiva believed in living 
in a kibbutz so you are self-sufficient and don’t get supported by charity.  After the Turks 
came the British who were more cultural and influenced the Jews as they had a different 
life.   

40:00   They thought the British were bad.  Etzeh Hagenah was a terrorist group within Hagenah.  
In the 30s the British police were all over the land and behaved nasty to the Jews as they 
beat them.  One Friday night at a B’nai Akiva meeting, the police enter with a gun and 
tell them they will be shot if they don’t run home.  The British met girls and were 
influenced by the Arabs.  The British brought in modern ideas. The 30s was a tough 
period in Palestine.  In ’36, Rabbi Eliach’s father was in America, the family had five 
children and they did not have money to pay the rent so they had to move.  He had an 
uncle who had a beautiful house in Jerusalem located in Keriat Moshe (?), a dangerous 
area where the Arabs resided.  Starting in the 30s, the Arabs were against the Zionists 
who came to live in Palestine and they had a connection with Hitler.   

45:00  For a year his mother made bread from a sack of flour and soup from a sack of lentils.  
The bus that Rabbi Eliach took to B’nai Akiva was bombed.  From ’36 to ’39 when the 
war started, the Arabs bombed many places.  The British helped the Arabs.  Rabbi Eliach 
was active in Hagenah.  There was a change in attitude when World War II started.  With 
his friends, he opened a Yeshiva where they spent one-half day in religious studies and 
one-half day in secular studies.  His father told him to go to the regular Yeshiva and he 
could not fight with him.  He was placed in the best Yeshiva in Jerusalem, the 
Lithuanian, for four years.  It was very intellectual and wore modern dress so it was 
different from the Hasidim.  In 1943 he was still in the Zionist organization, B’nai Akiva.  
He was asked how he could be in such a youth movement as it has girls.  He replied that 
the daughter of the Director of the Yeshiva was there so he could be there, too.   
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50:00  Rabbi Eliach decided to be a lawyer but the University was only for doctors and other 
professionals.  In ’43 he received a call that children came from the Holocaust and 
volunteers were needed to help them.  He responded that he was one of the leaders of 
B’nai Akiva and he would help for a few weeks before he registers for law school.  Rabbi 
Eliach knew about Hitler coming into power in ’33.  He lived in B’nai B’rach, a small 
town where Hasidim from Europe settled.  There was no education, just agriculture for 
fruits and vegetables.  His father owned six duma which was costly as worth a billion 
dollars today but had to sell it.  Late on Friday night, he heard people talk about Hitler 
and his father said he was too young to know.  Someone said Hitler is a German leader 
and wants to kill all the Jews.  That night, Aluzenoff (?), the head of Hagenah, was killed 
in Tel Aviv.  After Kristallnacht, they received no information and people did not believe 
whatever they heard. 

55:00   They could not believe that someone was so bad to commit such deeds. The first radio 
came to Jerusalem in ’36 and his uncle sent him a radio.  People would sit on chairs in 
front of their apartment and listened to the radio.  He mostly got information from the 
newspapers.  In ’43 he asked to postpone admission to Law School as learned of the 
atrocities in Europe where the orphaned children came from.  War started in ’39 and the 
British were attacked.  He saw many military vehicles on the streets for the first time.  
The war was in El Alamein, North Africa with General Rommel.  People had places near 
the ocean to commit suicide.  Many Jews joined the special Jewish regiment in the British 
Army in Palestine.  The British told the Arabs not to do anything or there will be a 
reaction. Hitler made an agreement.  During the war, the ships could not go on the 
Mediterranean so there was no food. 

60:00     There were some vegetables but not enough for all.  He got one piece of bread a day 
which was insufficient as he was a teenager at the time.  Since there was no flour, they 
used food for chickens to make the bread.  Such bread became green after an hour or two. 
They had no eggs, milk, meat or chicken except for people with money who used the 
Black Market.  The people were afraid and everyone was in the same category.  They 
were against the enemy and hated the British who were not on the side of the Jews.  They 
fought the British who worked for the Arabs but this lessened during the war.  It was a 
tough time.  He was born in July 1922 and the first pogrom was in 1929.  He lived in 
Balta Shayna (?) and had to place stones on the balcony to fight the Arabs when they 
came.  After World War II, they had the Israeli War.  There was fear but they had 
courage and hope which overcame them. 

65:00   He was in Hagenah  Hitler signed an agreement with Russia so was safe on the eastern 
front to declare war on Poland but two years later, Germany fought Russia.  Russia gave 
amnesty to the Jews in “42 who fled to Siberia to fight against the Germans.  General 
Adders was in the Polish Army.  The Russian army went to Tehran, to Palestine and to 
Egypt as feared the power of Germany.  Palestine did not believe in the agreement with 
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Great Britain, “Peace in our Time.”  When they arrived in North Africa, they did not 
know if they wanted the Arabs with them or to save themselves.  A super group called 
Palmach was within Hagenah who were brilliant fighters with blue eyes, blond hair and a 
knowledge of German.  They would be sent to Egypt as could commit sabotage through 
technology which could change orders.  Rabbi Eliach was involved in the religious group 
to influence them to join Palmach. 

70:00     A friend joined Palmach but not Rabbi Eliach as he had problems with his legs so he 
could not fight.  The people were so afraid they prepared for suicide.  Many Poles came 
to Palestine.  Australians came to Palestine in case something happened in North Africa.  
He was more fearful of starvation and fear in the Arab village.  The Americans and the 
Europeans did not know the psychology of the Arabs but the Palestinians knew that the 
Arabs did not tell the truth.  At a jewelry store in the Kotel in Jerusalem, the Arabs would 
say jewelry costs $10,000 and Americans would pay it but the Jews and the Arabs would 
bargain.  Bargaining was part of the Arab culture.  You can accept what a European says 
but not an Arab.  He and his wife went to Hebron where they saw grapes for sale.  They 
wanted to buy a kilo and since his wife spoke Arab, she was told they would charge her 
half the price.  When they got home, he weighed the grapes and they only weighed 
one/half a kilo.  Perhaps there were people in European shtetls who did the same. 

75:00  This is an example of what happens on a global scale.  In ’43 800 children came from 
Tehran and needed to be placed in institutions to get educated.  A fight started between 
the religious and the non-religious as each wanted them in their institutions.  The non-
religious claimed the children were no longer religious so should go with them.  Rabi 
Eliach was in the Yeshiva at that time.  A decision was to make centers where they would 
speak to the children and decide whether they should go to a religious or a non-religious 
school.  Rabbi Eliach was chosen to be in the center.  He belonged to B’nai Akiva and 
another committee.  There was a big religious institution and a non-religious one for 200 
children.  The children spoke Yiddish.  They looked afraid and dressed differently from 
the Palestinians.  They came from Italy, Holland, Poland, Russia, Uzbekistan and Siberia 
and had no place to go.   The Polish General Anders made an agreement that if they came 
from Poland, they were Polish citizens and could leave.  The Jewish Agency helped the 
children get from Uzbekistan to Iran and then to Palestine.  Their parents had fled to 
other places.  Adults who left Russia had to join their Army.  Once the war began, it was 
impossible to leave Europe.  The Poles had negotiated with Stalin to let their people 
leave.  Rabbi Eliach was near Haifa and decided not to become a lawyer.  He was asked 
to come to an institution for 70 of the children.  He agreed as he was an idealist. 

80:00   The Polish General Anders made an agreement that if they came from Poland, they were 
Polish citizens and could leave.  The Jewish Agency helped the children get from 
Uzbekistan to Iran and then to Palestine.  Their parents had fled to other places.  Adults 
who left Russia had to join their Army.  Once the war began, it was impossible to leave 

http://collections.ushmm.org 
Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection



Europe.  The Poles had negotiated with Stalin to let their people leave.  Rabbi Eliach was 
near Haifa and decided not to become a lawyer.  He was asked to come to an institution 
for 70 of the children.  He agreed as he was an idealist. 

85:00   He had training as an educator and could not make money as a lawyer.  After a few 
weeks, 800 children were disbursed. The Jewish Agency funded his institution.  Akleet 
(?) was the center where the European refugees were first received and sorted out for 
jobs.  Recently he had a reunion with some of the Akleet children from 70 years ago.  
They rented a few apartments in Madrasha Motza (?)  to open the school.  He and the 
others were like parents as they washed the children.   

90:00   They spoke Yiddish in his school, had clean beds and pictures on the walls.  They tried to 
make it nice for the children but the children cried and screamed in the middle of the 
night.  They thought the people were going to come out of the pictures and take them 
away as they had been taken to so many places.  The pictures were taken down.  Every 
night they held a meeting with the counselors and teachers.  Some thought they should be 
strict but decided to treat the children with love.  He read the newspapers and had an idea 
of what was happening.  He took five children and bought them ice cream.  Another day 
he took another five children.  They had fun and it worked.  You can also be strict.  They 
had no parents so the staff had to love them.  In Jerusalem, they went to a regular school 
and when they came to America were called “Greener” meaning they don’t know 
anything.   

95:00  They gave their 70 children the best food with little money.  They had structure as told to 
sit to eat.  The children were shown love by taking them on trips.  There were about six 
or seven counselors.  Shoshana Tolman, who was head of the institution, was from 
Germany and was organized and a good administrator.  They did not know how or what 
to teach the children so they tried different systems.  The staff was devoted but they had 
little knowledge.  One night the 70 children were crying and shaking with a high fever 
and were diagnosed with malaria.  They had come from Russia where they had bad water 
and got sick.  At 2 AM they asked a doctor to visit the children and he asked if he would 
get paid. 

100:00 Rabbi Eliach told him that he would get paid.  The experience of a doctor talking like that 
made Rabbi Eliach a different person.  Rabbi Eliach became more sensitive as his 
neighbors were bad.  Rabbi Eliach had courage and did not give up.  He knew that he was 
going to fight for these children.  Rabbi Eliach was a counselor at first.  The environment 
was not good.  The people did not realize who the children were.  He was an idealist but 
the others were not.  The doctor came with old tools including an old stethoscope.  The 
children got sick a day or two and were treated with quinine.  The experience shows that 
the environment and the attitude toward those who came from the Shoah was the same as 
in America towards the “Greener.”   
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105:00. One night the children were having a pillow fight and he sees food on every bed which 
they stole from the kitchen and placed under their mattress in case they were taken away 
in the middle of the night.  It was decided that the children needed education with a daily 
routine.  That worked and later the pictures were rehung on the walls.  Every night they 
had a program of games which involved all the children.  They cooperated and helped 
each other.  Then the staff talked with them to get their stories.  Some were afraid to tell 
their stories as they may be used against them.  They didn’t want others to know they 
were stealing.  Rabbi Eliach prayed in a small Flatbush synagogue in Brooklyn where a 
fellow member told of his laundry but it took him two years to tell that he was head of a 
Yeshiva in Poland.  He knew all the Jewish laws.  No one survived if they did not do 
something wrong.  He did not want to say he was a scalper.   

110:00 A person with a Ph.D. went for an interview and cried and could not talk.  Later, they 
found out he was a Kapo (guard) in a concentration camp.  Jews were used as policemen 
in the camps.  In Tel Aviv Rabbi Eliach went to the movies and people recognized a 
Kapo and pushed him out of the theatre and killed him.  The guy with the PhD was afraid 
he would be condemned as a Kapo so would not tell his story.  A girl named Miriam said 
she trusted him and told how she ran from Poland to Uzbekistan and Kazakhstan through 
forests which was illegal.  She was six or seven with her mother in a group of 30 or 40 
people.  Someone told them how to go from one forest to another.  Her mother got sick 
and no one remained with them.   

115:00 They ran for two years and she looked for food.  She saw farmers and got potato peels to 
feed her mother and after three days, her mother died.  She was seven and took branches 
to cover her mother and looked for another forest.  Not one of the 40 people asked her if 
she needed help.  It took her three years to tell her story.  She was tough so she survived.  
Perhaps she felt better after telling her story.  The school moved to Motza (?), a little 
town near Jerusalem which was a nice place with trees and there were flowers in all the 
rooms every day.  The students had to take the dishes off the table and clean the rooms, 
just like at home.  The counselors helped the children.  Rabbi Eliach became a teacher 
which was another way to get close to the children.  One child at eleven years old could 
not learn or read in any language and ran away and up on the roof as thought to commit 
suicide.  His friends brought him down. 

120:00 They held classes and brought the best teachers to the school.  One student became head 
of religious education in Israel, another became the Chief Rabbi of Israel and a third 
obtained a Ph.D., all high caliber people.  The children enjoyed dancing.  The teachers 
were friends of the students.  They combined teaching with loving them.  Every night 
they had a meeting.  Hannah Leibowitz was in charge of teaching the Bible in Palestine 
and they observed her method.  She was about 40 and he was a teenager.  The children 
loved to learn.  The program lasted from ’43 to ’47.  After two years, Rabbi Eliach 
became principal of the school and later was Director of the school.  Miss Sole (?) was 
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head of Youth Aliyah in Palestine which started in ’33 when Hitler came into power.  
Young people were sent to Palestine.  She was a scholar and a Rabbi and never married.   

125:00 She went to Akleet (?) to get a new group of children each week and took care of them.  
She stopped off at Motza which was clean and she got a good meal and a nice view. He 
learned the world was not perfect.  You must first love the children before you can help 
them.  It is 72 years since he worked with them and he is still emotional about them.  He 
felt he had to help them.  His grandchild graduated Yale with honors, Harvard Law 
School with honors, worked two years and made more money than him and now wants to 
be a Rabbi.  In 1947 the entire institution of 70 children moved to Kabaya (?) which grew 
to 400 children.  They had beautiful buildings and gardens and there were flowers in all 
the rooms.  They had visits by Mrs. Roosevelt and the Under Secretary of the Interior.  
The Mizrachi Women of America directed Kabaya.  Rabbi Eliach guided the visitors and 
the Under Secretary asked him why they spent so much money on gardens and so many 
rooms for the children instead of one big room.  He responded, “They are our children.”  
He could not understand how the administrators from the best country in the world, a 
democracy, could talk like that about children from the Holocaust.  They had a school, a 
swimming pool, a synagogue and agriculture where all the children work three hours a 
day.  They had an academic high school, weaving and electronics and the students could 
choose between the three.   

130:00 His wife liked flowers.  He met her in Kabaya.  The 400 students came from four or five 
institutions.  Most were European from Czechoslovakia, Poland and the Ukraine.  His 
wife was from Lithuania.  There he started as a teacher and became the principal.  The 
place was disciplined.  The Headmaster was from Germany and believed in a free 
education with no discipline (learn if you want to).  Rabbi Eliach believed in discipline.  
The Headmaster was the Master Teacher in Israel and they came from all over whether 
religious or non-religious.  He was great in methodology and Rabbi Eliach learned from 
him and felt lucky as he was a philosopher.  Many parents of these children came to 
Palestine and found them.  One girl wanted to commit suicide and was told her parents 
were doctors and she was a doctor.  A Hasid came to Palestine and said he was the 
brother and her parents were not doctors.  Many students became engineers, doctors and 
scholars, got married and got jobs or joined the Army. 

135:00 Two years ago on a Friday night they had special food.  The head of the jails came and 
was aloof.  No one succeeded in committing suicide.  Rabbi Eliach came to America and 
found out about minorities and children with no parents and told the New York Senator 
to open institutions with a nice place, good food, nice clothes and jails will not be needed.  
Americans feel a child must be with its parents so Rabbi Eliach gave up. Two years ago, 
he was invited by a high school principal in Brooklyn to be a teacher at a Yeshiva in 
Flatbush where he still works.  He married Yaffa and it was good to leave Israel and see a 
new place.  He is here 61 years and became the Assistant Principal.  Then he was 
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Principal of Day Studies, Principal of the high school and then principal of the entire 
school.  He retired and worked at Yeshiva University’s School of Education.  The 
Principal wanted him to be the Dean of Education but he refused as he did not want to 
make decisions. 

140:00 Rabbi Eliach felt they did not do enough in high school and he and the principal decided 
the students should go to Israel for a year.  Now 3,000 go annually and it changed the 
attitude.  There is a difference between education which changes the student but teacher 
and student must love one another and teaching a subject.  Rabbi Eliach feels he did good 
despite hundreds of mistakes.  Fifty years ago, he instituted the requirement that if you 
don’t volunteer to charity, you do not get your diploma.  He invited autistic children to 
use the pool.  Fifty years ago no one cared about the homeless.  There was opposition 
from the teachers.   

145:00 In general, he is happy with what he did.  He feels that the key thing is to listen.  If a 
parent says he wants to talk about education, he listened and sometimes changed what he 
did.  The same for students; you should listen to them.  Every year, they have a weekend 
seminar for the students where they sing, dance and discuss. Many good things can be 
done but you need a listener. 

148:00 
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