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Abstract 

Alan Golub was born Abraham Isaac Golubson on October 27, 1924 in Boston, Massachusetts of 
parents who had migrated from Poland.  His name was anglicized to Golub.  His father was a 
shoe supplier and landlord.  The Catholic children who lived nearby came to his neighborhood to 
beat up the Jewish children. After graduating public high school, he was accepted into Flight 
School in March ’43 and became a fighter pilot. He went through primary, basic, and advanced 
fighter training and tactical reconnaissance and became a tactical reconnaissance pilot at 19.  At 
the end of ’44, he flew from Manchester, New Hampshire to Europe.  Alan landed in Valley, 
Wales where he stayed a couple of days and was assigned to the Midlands of England near 
Liverpool and then to Paris. Then his unit went to Belgium and on to Germany.  His mission was 
to take photos of ammunition and, using a grid, determine the precise position to damage them 
and afterwards return to photograph the resulting damage. His unit shot down most of the 
German airplanes and blew down the ammunition drops so they had a period with nothing to do.  
Alan felt they could have ruined concentration camp’s railroad tracks.  When they arrived at 
Eschvege, Germany, they found 30 Hungarian Jewish women who were cold and hungry left by 
the guards of a slave labor factory.  He obtained food for them and cloth to make dresses for 
them and they recently had a reunion. After the war ended, he was sent to Newport News, 
Virginia and entered the reserves, completing his service commitment after 11 years.  Alan got 
married and had a child.  After the interview, Alan shows photos from his service in Europe of 
himself, his barracks and the Hungarian Jewish women. 

Summary 

00:00  Alan Golub was born Abraham Isaac Golubson on October 27, 1924 in Boston, 
Massachusetts.  His last name was difficult to pronounce and spell so it was Anglicized 
but now he is sorry he changed it.  He was named after his grandfather whose photo he 
has of him at 45.  His grandfather was raised in Poland and had 13 children, 9 of them 
survived all came to the US.  They came by one or two at a time and earned money for 
the rest to come.  They all got educated and earned a good living and they are still a 
close-knit family of those still living.  Most of them moved to New York.  His mother 
was 20-years-old and unmarried when she came from Poland and was matched with his 
father who had a business and the same religion.  Alan lived in the Warsaw area of 
Boston.  His mother was from Longa (?) in northeast Poland near Byelorussia and his 
father was born in Mogilev (?), Russia in the village of Chonousey in Byelorussia in the 
Pale Settlement. 
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05:00  Alan was born in Roxbury, Boston and grew up in Dorchester on Farm Street near Blue 
Hill Avenue.  It was a Jewish Ghetto as most of the residents were Jewish.  His first 
language was Yiddish but he learned English at age three when he played with other 
children.  Now his brother has passed away.  He served in the Navy in the Pacific in 
World War II while Alan served in Germany, England, France and Belgium which upset 
his mother as both were serving in the war.  After the war, he met Michael Goldson, the 
assistant principal of the Vocational School, who was two years younger.  Alan’s father’s 
name was Morris and ho spoke English, Yiddish and Russian and his mother was Bela 
who mostly spoke Yiddish and a little English.  His father came to the US in 1910 at age 
14 and worked for a relative at $1 a week and asked for a raise and got fired.  He went 
into the shoe finding business where he supplied repairman with rubber heels, laces, etc.  
He owned a home on Fabin Street where he was the landlord and supported the family.  
They mostly lived on his job as supplier as his mother did not work.  She was a 
housekeeper, cook and baker.  He only spoke Yiddish with his parents and grandparents. 
They lived in one of the three apartments.  His father was religious and perhaps the 
grandfather, too but he died when Alan was young. 

10:00  His father attended synagogue, used tefillin, wore a prayer tallis and observed all the 
religious holidays.  Alan attended Hebrew School at four or five and learned Yiddish.  
They kept a kosher home and still do; now because it is tradition as he is not so 
observant.  There were few non-Jews in his neighborhood.  Alan attended public school.  
The immigrants had poor personal hygiene and a poor diet.  Each child had to stand up at 
school and announce what they ate for breakfast.  He said, “A fine kugel” (fried egg) but 
actually had a donut.  Alan attended the Robert Tree Payne and Audubon School up to 
sixth grade in Dorchester where he lived until he got married after the war.  His father 
owned a radio and a car which was big and fancy and cost a fortune to run.  It was an 
insular community as they visited and socialized with each other.  They spent joyous 
occasions in the inner circle.  They listened to serials (Tarzan of the Apes, Tom Mix) on 
the radio. 

15:00  He spent time with relatives.  His father read the Forvitz, a Yiddish newspaper, and the 
American, a local newspaper.  Politically, he leaned left for Roosevelt and helped others.  
He did not have money during the Depression and had to live hand to mouth.  His mother 
was the first to buy a refrigerator which she paid on a weekly or monthly basis.  When 
Hitler came to power, they immediately knew it was not good for the Jews.  There was 
lots of anti-Semitism in Boston.  Every Sunday Father Coughlin, a rabid anti-Semite, 
spoke on the radio against the Jews.  He was not stopped by the Catholic Church so the 
children imitated him and had fights.  The Catholics lived nearby and went to Dorchester 
to beat up the Jews but they fought back daily.  The Catholic children’s entertainment 
was to come and beat up Jewish kids.  Some of the Jewish kids ran away.  He was aware 
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of the hatred of Jews in Europe.  There was some hatred here but was less violent.  The 
State did not support violence in the US. 

20:00  If something bad happened, his family hoped a Jew did not do it.  His father’s parents and 
the father’s three brothers settled in St. Louis as they had relatives there.  One brother 
worked for the railroad, the youngest was a cab driver and one worked in a factory.  His 
cousins were left in Europe.  Hitler started in ’33 and went to war in ’39.  The US spoke 
about instituting the draft when he was 14 or 15 when he was not old enough but anxious 
to fight.  About 30 or 40 Jewish guys played together and they all served unless not 
accepted.  Many were injured and some died.  They all wanted to fight as felt survival 
might be affected by violence in Europe.  They learned about the war from reading the 
Forvitz and left wing dailies.  He did not know any people who came from Germany. 

25:00  A German man had a candy store and Alan would make fun of his accent.  Alan’s parents 
knew of the European happenings from their relatives.  In ’39 the US government was 
riddled with anti-Semitism and thought if the Jews came here, they would give us 
problems.  They would not let a ship with Jews land.  There was still anti-Semitism 
during the war.  The English had problems with the Arabs in the Mid-East with oil when 
they let Jews in.  They thought Roosevelt could have done more and could have made 
targets.  They were angry about a white paper for Jews in Israel.  Alan felt the 
government was not doing right.  He opposed them during the war.  From ’39 to ’42 he 
was in high school and graduated.  Boston College Commonwealth had an aptitude test 
for those desiring to serve and he passed and was accepted to Flight School and became a 
fighter pilot.  We were unprepared for Pearl Harbor.  We thought we were fighting a 2nd 
rate power as were told how bad the Japs wee.  Alan was angry that we suffered losses 
due to isolationism in the middle of the country.  New York, Florida and California were 
more enlightened and knew what was going on. 

30:00  Alan volunteered for flight school and had to choose an occupation and he was accepted 
as a pilot but was only 17.  He had to wait until October when he was 18 and was called 
in March ’43.  He went to Fort Devens near Boston and was sent to Nashville to flight 
school.  He went through primary, basic, advanced, fighter training and tactical 
reconnaissance and became a tactical reconnaissance pilot at 19.  He got his wings when 
he was in the 67th Reconnaissance School.  Three of the 18 pilots were Jews.  He went to 
Louisville, Kentucky as his cousin was sick and he needed an operation and he took care 
of the baby.  In Nashville, it was his first experience being in the minority.  They were 
farmers, barbers, factory workers and laborers.  They did not speak politics but about 
their job duties.  Maybe Jews were worried of Hitler winning.  

35:00  The bulk of the country were isolationists and could not care what was going on, just that 
we were fighting an army.  They were the mostly uninvolved.  In the beginning he was in 
a two-seater plane with his instructor.  Then he went solo for five hours and the instructor 
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got out and he flew a pattern, a rectangle, and landed and the instructor would wave him 
off to do it again.  He always flew alone in the fighter plane.  Tactical reconnaissance and 
other types may have more flyers.  (Alan shows a photo of his plan.)  His plane was a PT-
17, a primary trainer, a twin-winged plane, a fighter plane.  After the training missions, 
he advanced to basic training, more powerful maneuvers, a Volteen PT 13.  Next he went 
to a more powerful AT-6 and flew a different airstrip and got his wings as 2nd Lieutenant, 
an officer in the US Air Corps.  Some students failed and were transferred to a different 
branch. 

40:00  He advanced to P40 war hawk and graduated and was assigned to combat in tactical 
reconnaissance.  He had one camera below and one on the side of the plane.  He flew 
from Manchester, New Hampshire at the end of ’44 to overseas after D-Day as he was 
assigned to Europe.  He flew over the Greenland Ice Cap and landed in Iceland and flew 
to Scotland.  It was bad weather and they landed in Valley, Wales where he stayed a 
couple of days.  He was assigned to the Midlands of England near Liverpool and next 
assignment was to Paris where he was stationed in front of Bologna.  He was then 
assigned an airstrip in Gasolyne, Belgium.  They took over the beer hall and kicked out 
the prostitutes to use their areas for their barracks. There was no airfield so they 
bulldozed a field from a farm for an airfield.  He would fly a mission, have a beer and fly 
another mission.  There were four kinds of missions.  One was liaison where the tanks 
broke through a point.  The panels on the top of tanks changed their color so you could 
identify the outfit.  They took a picture and made a grid and radioed back to headquarters 
the location of the tank. 

45:00  The second type was artillery using 150mm. battery large antitank gun and took photo of 
ammunition drop and stop and write it down.  You got a good combat of ammunition 
guns and fire in the center of the ammunition drop.  The other gun would line up in the 
same position and fire simultaneously at the ammunition and take a photo to determine 
the damage done. There might be a wing man at first when learning and later he became a 
pilot.  You line up a big gun that hits the gun of the ammunition dump.  Everyone gets 
the grid conduits and fire at once.  There are two planes in the sky.  The wing man in 
another plane flying side by side. At first light you get there when the sun is coming up.  
You hide the tanks in the woods.  The tanks had machine guns and bullets, not bombs.  
He had a P47 Thunderbolt airplane with 500 pounds underneath and they came on target.   

50:00 They had incendiary bullets in the machine gun and bounced off and fly over and took 
photos to determine the damage.  The third type of mission was tactical reconnaissance.  
Alan is angry that the US was hands off, since he could have bombed railroad tracks.  His 
outfit found the Bridge at Remagen (Ludendorff Bridge).  They were the first men over 
the Rhine that was not crossed.  They just waited for a mission.  All the concentration 
camps had railroad tracks that could have been blown up.  They shot down most of the 
German airplanes and blew down the ammunition drops so they had nothing to do while 
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they could have ruined the railroad tracks.  Most of the pilots wanted to fight the 
Russians.  They flew over Plzeň in Czechoslovakia and had to take photos of the 
Russians.  He was shot at so he got close to being killed.  You could not go out on your 
own or bomb on your own or you would be court-martialed.   

55:00  There were so many places that you could have hit to save the lives of those in the 
concentration camps.  They moved from Goselyne (?) when they captured German 
territory in Fogelson (?) and lived in tents.  Then they went to Aachen near the German 
border to Eschvege near Cologne.  They were stationed in the industrial area near the 
Russian zone.  They had a list of missions to perform.  The war ended with a fizzle when 
the Germans collapsed at Eschvege.  President Roosevelt had died.  Alan lived in a 
building converted to barracks.  There he met Hungarian Jewish women.  He did not 
know if there was a concentration camp in the area.  It was nasty weather.  The Jewish 
women were in the kindergarten abandoned by the German guards.  They were hungry, 
cold and needed clothes.  The thirty women were cold, hungry, worn out and ragged.  

60:00  They were scared of him.  He was a friend of the commissary officer and obtained bags of 
food.  He got 100 pound sacks of onions, potatoes and carrots.  Alan spoke Yiddish to 
them and they spoke Hungarian.  A Rabbi came who was helpful.  There was no ready-
to-wear clothes in Eschvege so he went to buy bolts of cloth.  The saleslady said it was 
rationed so she can’t sell it but he said he must have it.  Finally he placed his gun on the 
counter pointed at her and paid for it.  One of the Hungarian Jews was a seamstress who 
made 16 dresses and one for herself.  She was at the Williamsburg reunion.  The women 
at the reunion had children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren.  Alan told Eve Kahn, 
a New York Times writer on furniture and antiques, about the cloth.  He went to New 
York and met Eve and he son-in-law in antiques and the survivors. 

65:00  Petach Tikveh Community Center in New York had 1,000s of people.  A month ago he 
went from the small town to the Center.  He saw the women 70 years after they had been 
used as slave laborers.  All the Germans said they did not know about it.  It took several 
weeks to make dresses and they wrote a letter.  An officer took a picture of the girls with 
the Rabbi.  The women wrote a thank you on the back of the picture.  Alan got on a ship 
going to Japan when the war ended.  So instead of Japan, he was sent to Newport News, 
Virginia and then to MacDill Field and Drew Field in Tampa, Florida.  After his 
enlistment he served eight years in the Reserves.  Then he got married and his wife got 
pregnant and received a letter that he completed 11 years of service and his enlistment 
was up. 

70:00  He had stayed in Eschvege from May ’45 to July ’45.  Before the war ended, he saw the 
Hungarian women.  He saw them after they were given cloth.  The US government 
treated them as enemies as they were Hungarians.  Later they gave them food and treated 
them better.  He saw Buchenwald before the war ended.  At the end of April there were 
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people there and they were helped.  Some were sick and died.  Eschvege became a DP 
Camp as it had a big airfield.  Alan feels good that he was able to do something good to 
the Hungarian women.  The many Germans on Hitler’s side upset him and there were 
terrible people in the State Department.  He has a picture of Eisenhower with Churchill 
taken by his outfit when the weather cleared.  He was not present when it was taken at the 
Battle of the Bulge. 

75:00  Alan shows several photos.  The first is the cover of the 119th Tactical Reconnaissance 
scrapbook showing the squadron insignia.  The second shows the grid coordinates 
identifying a target to zoom in and hit it accurately. The third photo shows the American 
putting trains together to prevent them from rolling in Germany.  The fourth photo is of a 
laboratory developing the photo of the dumps which helped them decide whether to 
bomb or destroy.  The photo indicates whether the tanks are real or dummies.  Then they 
might bomb them within hours. The fifth photo was taken March 19, 1945 in Eschvege of 
the airfield.  The slave labor factory was nearby.  They had many small factories instead 
of one large factory which would be easy to be attacked. 

80:00  The 6th photo is of Alan and the 1st Lieutenant Pilot of a P47 fighter.  They missed to 
identify the target and strafe as they could not penetrate the armor on the tanks. The 
seventh photo is of Alan and the barracks where he lived.  They looked for multi-engine 
bombers.  As fighter pilots they had a bad reputation of being unmanageable and wild so 
they were not hired by commercial firms.  The 8th photo is of the Hungarian Jews who he 
helped with food and cloth.  It shows the women wearing the dresses they made.  There 
was sufficient material for 16 dresses.  The 9th photo lists their names and numbers to 
identify them and their note to him.  

85:00  The 10th photo taken in Buchenwald on April 21, 1945 by someone in his outfit.  It was 
developed as they had lab equipment.  The 11th photo is a close-up of him in front of the 
billets in June 1945 when he was 19 years old.  The 12th photo is of the Hungarian ladies, 
the former prisoners, who were ignored by the US as thought of as enemies but later the 
US gave them medical attention and a Rabbi.  The 13th photo is a list of their names and 
the position they were in the photo and indicates, “Thank you from the Hungarian Jewish 
women.”  The 14th photo is graffiti written by prisoners happy to be freed in Buchenwald. 

88:00 
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