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Abstract 

Fedor Kuritzkes was born May 7, 1929 in Chemnitz, Germany.  He had a brother, Alexander 
Mark, five years older, who was born in Leipzig, Germany.  His father had his medical practice 
in three of the apartment’s rooms and his mother helped in the practice.  Fedor attended the 
Carlbach Jewish School where he was known to be naughty. He visited his maternal 
grandparents, the Hellers (who later perished), in Vilna when he was six or eight. His father was 
placed in Buchenwald Concentration camp on November 10, 1938, Kristallnacht and was let out 
a month later when the family received their visas.  The uncle in Connecticut had sponsored 
them. They packed up everything in huge crates and took a train March 17, 1939 from Leipzig to 
Holland. There they took a boat to England and from there they took the SS Scythia to NY. Upon 
arriving in the US, Fedor lived with his Uncle in Middleton, CT where he attended elementary 
school.  Meanwhile, his parents remained in New York where his father passed the Medical 
Board Exam and opened a practice in Brooklyn.  Then Fedor moved into the family apartment 
and took the subway to Stuyvesant High School where his four children later attended.  After 
graduating from NYU, Fedor attended Medical School in Switzerland where he met his future 
wife, a family friend.   

Summary 

00:00  Fedor Kuritzkes was born May 7, 1929 in Chemnitz, Germany to Gita Heller and David 
Kuritzkes  His father worked in the hospital in Chemnitz as an Internist.  He was an 
Assistant Physician and had part of his training there.  His mother was born and raised in 
Vilna, Lithuania and went to Russia in 1918 during the Russian Revolution to see what 
was happening.  From there, she went to Leipzig and was introduced to her future 
husband in 1920 and were married in 1923.  Then they moved to Chemnitz when Fedor’s 
father took an assistantship in internal medicine at the hospital there.  Fedor was born 
there and his brother, who was five years older, had been born in Leipzig.  His father’s 
parents came to Leipzig from Russia (perhaps Kiev was his father’s birthplace) in 1895 

05:00 They left Russia for Germany as they thought it was a better place for the grandfather’s 
fur handler business.  Fedor’s brother Alexander Mark was born in 1924.  They lived in a 
nice large apartment at North Platz 3 on the outskirts of Leipzig in a residential area 
across from a beautiful park.  The apartment was large and his father used three rooms 
for his practice – waiting room, consultation room and an x-ray room with a machine that 
took up the entire room.  They had electricity as it was a modern apartment.  They had 
hired help.  He remembers a woman who was kind and good and lived with her family in 
Leipzig.  She came early in the morning and left in the afternoon.  She was 
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German/Jewish and might have been stateless.  Fedor was born in Germany but was 
stateless.  He has a big “J” on his passport standing for Juda or Jewish.   

10:00  His father had German citizenship but not his mother as she was in Russia for a while 
before she came to Germany so was stateless.  His mother helped his father in his 
practice as a nurse and bookkeeper.  Fedor entered the three medical rooms and knew 
some of the patients.  Most of the patients were Jewish, some were born in Germany.  
Fedor was four years old when Hitler came to power.  The family was conscious they 
were Jewish as they were not part of the German population though the father was a 
German citizen.  Fedor only spoke German.  His parents spoke Russian to each other but 
he never learned it so his mother said he had a “furstupter kup” (Yiddish) or stuffed head.  
His brother knew a little Russian. 

15:00 Fedor and his brother attended school.  His brother attended a German School and around 
’34 or ’35 transferred to a Jewish School.  Fedor started out with a Jewish School.  
Alexander’s nickname was “Shura.”  Fedor attended the Carlbach School which was 
large and the teachers were Jewish.  They were strict teachers but not too strict.  The 
children were expected to behave properly.  Fedor was not well-behaved and his mother 
was called to the school.  The teacher said that Fedor was naughty and the most naughty 
in the class.  His mother asked, “Really?” and the teacher responded, “The second 
naughtiest.”  For punishment, Fedor had to stay after class.  His parents were not very 
social.  They had a few good friends.  Fedor only remembers one big party for his 
brother’s Bar Mitzvah.  They had a large crowd of friends including Mrs. Litomer, a 
pianist who performed which was the highlight of the evening.   

20:00  Fedor’s father had some gentile patients.  Fedor had no interaction with gentile children in 
the neighborhood as you kept to yourself and your immediate surroundings.  His parents 
had a radio but news was the only program they listened to where they would hear 
Hitler’s pronouncements.  Fedor heard Hitler’s loud strident proclamations and swearing 
against the Jews on the radio.  Fedor’s father was a strong, positive person with definite 
ideas of right and wrong but he did not chastise you.  He did not give physical 
punishment to him or his brother.  He might have restricted their activity.   

25:00  It was a happy household.  His mother was reserved and involved with his father.  She 
took her position as wife of “Herr Doctor” very seriously.  She was kind, loving to her 
sons but not overly so and tried to keep them on the right path.  His brother had more 
problems with the parents than him though he was not naughty.  Perhaps it was due to his 
personality as he did not give in.  Alexander had more conflict with the parents.  Perhaps 
it had to do with school.  His father expected certain grades and abilities which Alexander 
did not have or feel like pursuing.  Now his brother talks about the difficulty he had.  The 
parents were not religious.  They were obviously Jewish.  They observed the holidays in 
their own way.  His father’s father was more religious than them.  A few times a year 
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they would go to the grandfather’s synagogue which was a small Steibel consisting of a 
small room with a bema for Torahs and no side services.  It was only for religious 
purposes for those people who were not overly religious, for those who attended 
occasionally.   

30:00   Fedor was five or six when Hitler came in power.  He did not have any non-Jewish 
friends so there was no effect on his life.  For his brother, it was different.  Also different 
for his parents as his father could not treat non-Jewish patients.  His patient load did not 
decrease as he had many Jewish patients.  His father was an active participant in the 
Zionist movement as he was head of the organization in Leipzig.  Fedor had to pass a 
German School on his way to school and the children would yell, “Dirty Jew.”  His father 
wanted to go to Palestine but he was unable to get a visa until ’38 and there was a 
question of going either to New York or Palestine.  The British would not give them a 
visa for Palestine but they obtained one for the US in ’38.  The US was easier as the 
parents had connections there—an uncle was a professor at Wesleyan so it was through 
him and the aunt that they received visas.  His mother’s sister lived in Palestine but that 
did not help them get a visa. 

35:00  It was a long wait to get a visa and the consul was not friendly to Jews.  Life changed in 
’37 as things became worse for the Jews.  Before then Jews were tolerated.  His father’s 
father was living but the wife died in 1906 or 1907.  The grandpa lived with the oldest 
daughter, Etta, who took care of him.  They frequently visited the grandfather.  The 
grandfather had his own business which might have been affected by Hitler’s 
pronouncements.  Another uncle also lived with the grandfather.  His father had four 
siblings:  three brothers and 2 sisters.  Two brothers lived in Italy and the younger one 
came to the US.  His father’s siblings were:  Aunt Etta, the oldest who lived with the 
grandfather and remained in Germany.  She refused to leave without the grandfather and 
he died and she perished.   

40:00   Uncle Marcus was the next oldest.  He lived in Italy and drowned in the North Sea or 
might have committed suicide in the 1920s.  He was not completely well mentally.  Fedor 
knows little about his own family as there was little discussion.  Then there was Volva, 
David (his father) and Hamish Hugh who lived in the US.  He was a married professor in 
Middleton, CT.  Fedor lived with them six months upon arriving in the US.  They 
sponsored the family in order to get them visas.  The uncle left Germany in ‘33 or ’34 as 
he was anti-Nazi, a sociologist and professor of history.   

45:00  Fedor’s mother had two siblings:  her older brother, Jules and the aunt who married a 
Jewish woman from Palestine and moved to Palestine in 1924.  The aunt traveled from 
Lithuania to Russia to Paris where she met her husband at the Sorbonne.  He visited his 
maternal grandparents in Vilna when he was six or eight.  He believed he visited them 
twice.  It was in ’35 or ’37 and was a long train ride with his mother and brother; his 
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father did not go.  He has good memories from the visit.  His grandfather owned a 
stationary store and he had his own little play store with a booth and papers.  He had all 
that he needed including pencils that he borrowed from his grandfather.  Fedor would 
play there all day.  He believes the grandfather visited them in Leipzig before they went 
to Poland.  His mother spoke Russian to her parents.  He does not recall Polish or Yiddish 
being spoken.  His grandparents lived on a street in Vilna across from Yasha Heifetz 

50:00  On the ground floor was the grandfather’s store.  He saw the handyman in the building 
frequently and got along with him very well.  His grandparents lived one flight up.  The 
building was from the 19th century.  His grandparents, the Hellers perished, probably by 
being deported to a concentration camp.   As a child he traveled to the Ubergurgol (?) 
Mountains which were nearby.  There the parents went on extreme hikes with ropes and 
canes while he and his brother remained in the hotel.  Hitler’s oppression became more 
pronounced in ’37 with prohibitions to Jews.  They could not go out at certain times. 

55:00   The family got their visas in ’38.  His father was placed in a concentration camp on 
November 10, 1938, Kristallnacht.  Around 9 or 10 AM the doorbell rang and men in 
civilian clothes arrested his father.  He remembers the event as he kicked one man in his 
shins but he did not react.  His father was taken to Buchenwald for four weeks.  During 
that time their visas for the US arrived and he was permitted to leave.  Fedor’s mother ran 
from police station to police station to locate the father.  Fedor and his brother went to the 
house of the Jewish lady who worked for them and found her small apartment was 
destroyed though the Kuritzkes’ apartment was never touched.  They were able to bring a 
roomful of x-ray machines to the US in a lift, a wooden box.  Their belongings were 
placed in storage until his father opened his practice in the US.  In the US, his father also 
had a room devoted to the x-ray machines.  His father was thin when he returned from the 
concentration camp but he lived through it. 

60:00  Fedor went with the lady who had worked for them to the American Embassy but the 
doors were locked so they went to the Polish Consulate who let them in.  Fedor was with 
his brother and his mother came.  He and his brother went across the street to the 
grocery/dele to get food for lunch as they were at the Embassy all day.  His mother said 
their apartment was intact so they returned. 

65:00 His father never spoke of his experience in the concentration camp.  He was let out 
December ’38 and they left on March 17, 1939.  They packed up everything in huge 
crates and took a train from Leipzig to Holland.  They went to the port and took a boat to 
England and went to their friend’s father’s residence.  From there they took a ship to the 
US.  They had packed up the father’s library but he does not know if they took their 
financial assets.  His parents were not wealthy so he does not know how they had money 
to ship the belongings. 
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70:00 They went on the SS Scythia.  It was the first time they were on the ocean.  It was an eight 
or nine crossing.  It must have been fun.  He ate well.  Everyone was nice to them.  He 
was with his parents and his brother.  They left in ’39 and his grandfather died in ’40.  It 
was too late to get the rest out although they had a visa.  The aunt was deported to Riga in 
’42.  Marcus had already died in Italy and Soma was there.  His Uncle Vova was 
mentally ill and institutionalized by ’39.  It was just a few years ago that he found out 
how he died.  There must have been other refugees on the ship to NY.  He remembers 
seeing the Statue of Liberty around 8 or 9 AM while having breakfast.  People told him to 
look out of the window.  His mother’[s brother Jules and his wife, Cele and another aunt 
and uncle met them.  They went to Cele’s home for lunch and then with the other aunt 
and uncle to their home in Middleton, CT.  The parents remained in a single room in 
Brooklyn.  He stayed in CT until the end of the term to attend school. 

75:00  Fedor did not get the feel of the US as he took the train.  His aunt and uncle did not have a 
car.  He was almost 10 years old and was placed in the 2nd grade for a couple of weeks; 
then into 3rd grade.  In the fall, he was placed in 5th grade.  His brother was 15 and started 
school and after a month went to Boys High in New York.  Fedor attended Stuyvesant 
High School.  His father studied English and took the Medical Board Exam and passed it 
on the first try at 39 years old the summer of ’39.  Fedor returned to New York late June.  
His mother had an uncle in Canada with a large home and invited the family to stay for 
the summer.  His parents and brother would not go but Fedor went and spent the summer 
with his Uncle Jules and his family.  Fedor returned and spent the 2nd half of 5th grade in 
Middletown learning English.  His parents were devastated and never got over it.  Fedor 
does not know when he realized that Hitler was having the Jews slaughtered.  Fedor 
attended elementary school in Middleton.  

80:00   He became deathly afraid of fire engines.  When one went by, he would shrivel up but he 
is no longer fearful.  Before the summer, Fedor attended the elementary school across the 
street from his aunt and uncle.  After the summer, he attended a larger school 6 or 8 
blocks away, about 10 minutes away.  His father passed the boards in August and opened 
his office at 125-East 18th Street in Brooklyn in September and practiced until 1979.  
They moved to Sheepshead Bay where he had an office and practiced until age 92.  He 
lived to 104 and died in 2003.  He was not a storyteller. 

85:00  His father achieved a lot by opening an office in the US.  Fedor graduated from 
Stuyvesant and attended NYU.  He divided his time between the Downtown campus on 
8th Street and the Uptown campus on 217th Street in the Heights where there were statues.  
He did not get accepted into Medical School so looked elsewhere.  His grades were not 
great and few Jews were accepted.  It turned out to be the best thing for him as he 
attended Medical School in Switzerland where he met Dorothea, his future wife and had 
a wonderful life there.   
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90:00 She was the daughter of good friends of his parents in Germany.  His father and 
Dorothea’s mother were friends and physicians in Chemnitz where they were born.  It 
was ’46 and the war was over and Dorothea’s mother came to the US for consultation 
about her hips.  Fedor stopped at 96th Street on his way back from NYU where his uncle 
lived.  Fedor picked up Dorothea’s mother and showed her around New York.  He knew 
all about George, her son, but had no idea about her daughter, Dorothea.  A few years 
later, Fedor was going to Switzerland to study medicine and her mother made a dinner 
party.  Dorothea’s brother, George, attends and mentions his sister in Switzerland and he 
should look her up.  It is 1950 and Fedor is studying hard and eating garbage with his 
buddies and wrote her a letter as did not use the phone much in those days.  The two 
decide to meet at Luzon and he says he will wear a double breasted blue long coat and 
she will wear a brown teddy bear coat.  She was the last one off the train and did not 
recognize him as he was fatter than she thought.  Now it is 63 years later. 

95:00  He finished school in Basel and after 1952 got married in New York and returned to 
Switzerland.  He passed his boards in the US when he returned.  He had to study so spent 
the summer and took his boards in San Francisco.  They lived with his parents in 
Brooklyn and then moved into an apartment.  They had one child born in Switzerland and 
the rest were born in the US (in Utah, Brooklyn and Mt. Sinai).  Fedor returned to 
Germany about 4 years ago in 2006 and ten years ago visited Chemnitz.  He recognized 
the building where they lived with the park across the street and where the grandfather 
lived.  Fedor spent just one night there.  He told his children why he left Germany.  He 
does not consciously remember serious problems he had growing up in Germany and 
does not feel cheated out of anything. 

100:00 He is perfectly happy with what turned out.  He had a good productive life and did it with 
Dorothea.  He could not have done it without her.  He was pleased with his education.  
He loved Stuyvesant High—the teachers, the students, the ambiance, taking the subway 
daily and annoying the passengers sitting beside him.  He had four children and all 
attended Stuyvesant and feel the same. 

103:00 
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