
Interview with Mr. Jean-Michel ROSENFELD on February 19th, 2016,   
Paris, France 

 
 
This interview is focused solely on a mission that was entrusted to Mr. Rosenfeld by Prime Minister 
Pierre MAUROY in 1983 – transferring the Nazi known as the “bourreau de Lyon” or “the Lyon 
executioner” –  Klaus Barbie, from South America to France to be tried for crimes against 
humanity. 

Mr. Rosenfeld was born in Paris on March 4, 1934. His mother was a pianist, though she did not 
give concerts, and his father was a sub-contractor for furriers, working at home, a “chambre-
maître”. In the beginning of the interview, he mentions that his father was French and volunteered 
to serve in the army before he was called up. He was taken prisoner of war and did not reveal that 
he was Jewish, which saved him from being executed on the spot.  

Jean-Michel Rosenfeld did not continue school past the age of 14. He tried various jobs and 
apprenticeships, but eventually studied and received the diplomas he needed. He worked in the 
French Social Security administration, planning holidays and camp sites for employees and their 
children. He started to become active in the French Socialist Party and met the Mayor of Lille, 
Pierre Mauroy, in 1979. He said that it was a mutual “coup de foudre” (love at first sight), and Jean-
Michel did not leave Pierre Mauroy’s side for the next 35 years. Mauroy, a major figure of the 
French socialist party, was not only Mitterand’s first Prime Minister, he was a leader of the party 
and mayor of Lille for many years. He became Mr. Rosenfeld’s mentor and a surrogate father. 

Mr. Rosenfeld participated in Mitterand’s presidential campaign in 1981. When Mitterand won, 
Pierre Mauroy was named Prime Minister and Jean-Michel followed him as special advisor. 

[The Klarsfelds had located Klaus Barbie, living in Bolivia under the name of Klaus Altmann, as 
early as 1971, but the dictator who ruled Bolivia at that time, Hugo Banzer, found that Barbie’s 
experience in the SIPO-SD of great use. Under his rule, concentration camps were created in 
Bolivia. Neither President Pompidou nor Giscard d’Estaing wanted to negotiate Barbie’s extradition 
to France.] 

According to Mr. Rosenfeld, Mitterand did not explicitly give Mauroy orders to extradite Barbie, 
but said, “Do as you like,” which Rosenfeld interprets as meaning, “Go ahead, but if something 
goes wrong, I won’t cover you.” [Minister of Justice, Robert Badinter, was committed to trying 
Barbie, but Mitterand was reluctant to open up the Vichy past.] 

It was during the 1983 campaign for the municipal elections that Mauroy asked Mr. Rosenfeld if he 
would like to be involved in bringing Barbie back to France, since he knew that the trial of this man 
was of particular import to him. 

Jean-Michel Rosenfeld flew to the capital of French Guyana, Cayenne, where Pierre Mauroy was 
scheduled to arrive a few days later. He describes the unmarked plane that was sitting on the tarmac 
at the airport there for several days. The Prefect of Guyana, Mr. Silberzhan, Mauroy’s chief of staff 
in Paris, Michel Pelissier, and Michel Delebarre, director of his cabinet, were informed by phone as 
events unrolled, but the press was not. 

http://collections.ushmm.org 
Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection

 
This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy. 



Apparently, some individuals of questionable reputation, who were strewn around the swimming 
pool in strategic positions at Mr. Rosenfeld’s hotel, were there to make sure that the transfer of 
Klaus Barbie from La Paz to Cayenne went smoothly…..Mr. Rosenfeld states that the plane ride 
from La Paz to Cayenne was “only about two hours”.1 

Once Barbie arrived in Cayenne, he thought he would be flown to Germany, where he had nothing 
to fear…since he had been employed by the German Federal Republic and was on their payroll as a 
spy after the war….To his surprise, he was sent to Lyon. 

Prime Minister Mauroy arrived in Cayenne as the plane to Lyon was already in the air and he made 
the official announcement of the arrest to the news media there. 

Mr. Rosenfeld expresses surprise and disappointment that none of the major Jewish institutions – 
neither the Consistoire Central or main religious organization, nor the CRIF, the umbrella 
organization representing all Jewish associations in France –  made an official declaration when 
Barbie arrived and the trial was finally going to be able to be held. 

Mr. Rosenfeld speaks about the fact that he was special advisor on Middle Eastern Affairs, while  
Mauroy was the First Secretary of the French Socialist Party, and in this function, he met Yasser 
Arafat and Leila Shahid, as well as other important political figures. He describes a memorable 
incident with Arafat, during a dinner in Ramallah. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                            
1 Written descriptions of the event (or « enlèvement » or kidnapping) say the trip took 7 hours. 
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Glossary of proper names and terms 

Michel Delebarre:  a Socialist politician from the same area as Pierre Mauroy, later Mayor of 
Dunkerque. In 1983, he was chef du cabinet while Pierre Mauroy was Prime Minsiter, until being 
named Minister of Urbain Affairs in 1984. A chef du cabinet not only organizes the Prime 
Minister’s schedule, he also keeps him informed of the evolution of public opinion in the 
geographical area which elected the Prime Minister. 
 
Michel Pelissier: was directeur du cabinet for Pierre Mauroy in 1983. He was a prefect and 
organized the work of all the other cabinet members. In the absence of the Prime Minister, he may 
make major decisions. 
 
Jacques Vergès:  the lawyer with extreme leftist opinions.  H defended those accused of aiding and 
abetting the FLN during  the war for Algerian independence in the 1950’s and early 1960’s, but 
later defended terrorists such as Carlos, and of course, Klaus Barbie. Mr. Rosenfeld, who supported 
the cause of Algerian independence as many people in the Socialist Party did, said that he was 
someone with whom he shared similar opinions at the time. 
 
“porteur de valises”:  someone who aided those who were fighting for Algerian independence by 
transporting money, political tracts and flyers, weapons and ammunition, as well as fake identity 
papers. Mr. Rosenfleld mentioned that he had also been a “porteur de valises” during that period. 
 
Marek Halter:  a best-seller Jewish author who attended the Barbie Trial and tried to upstage other 
people involved directly  - lawyers, witnesses, and survivors. 
 
Simone Lagrange:  one of the key witnesses for the accusation. 
 
Leila Shahid:  Spokeswoman for the Palestinian Authority in France for many years, she now 
represents Palestine at the European Parliament in Belgium. 
 
Hugo Banzer:  leader of Bolivia from 1971 – 1978. 
 
Georges Pompidou:  President of France after the death of Charles de Gaulle in 1970 until his own 
death from cancer in 1974. 
 
Valery Giscard d’Estaing:  French President from a center-right party from 1974 to 1981. 
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