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Abstract 

Trudy Festinger was born Trudy Hess on October 4, 1929 in Frankfurt, Germany.  She had no 
siblings and as a young child, enjoyed a visit to her mother’s home in Poland.  Trudy’s mother 
passed away in 1934 and her father hired a nanny for her, “Tante” Henny.  Her mother’s sister, 
Selma often visited her.  Selma was deported to a concentration camp and years later Trudy saw 
her in Israel.  Trudy’s father traveled a lot in his business selling leather goods and items for 
tailors.  Her friend, Annaliese who was non-Jewish, wrote a serious farewell poem for her.  Her 
father had two siblings:  Emmy and Eugene.  Through Eugene’s business friend, visas for the US 
were obtained for Trudy and her father.  Trudy saw gallows at the end of her street in Frankfurt, 
Nazis marching in the street, swastikas on posters, heard Hitler’s speeches on the loudspeakers 
and children called her a “Jew.”  After a year and a half of school, her teacher said it was 
dangerous for her to attend.  Her father ran to Sweden after hitting a Gestapo back and in August 
’39 Trudy left Germany and came to Sweden by train.  After a few months, she and her father 
took a train to Norway and took a ship, the Bergensfjord, to NY arriving in December ’39. They 
obtained rooms in Manhattan but Trudy’s father had to search for work so she was placed with 
Rabbi Wise’s daughter, Justine Polier who was a judge in a family court and her husband, Chad 
and son, Steve.  Rabbi Wise was famous for speaking up for the Jews in Europe during the 
Holocaust as he tried to get them out. After her father passed when she was 28, Trudy was 
formally adopted by the family. Trudy graduated from Lincoln High School in 1947 and she and 
Steve went to Oberlin College.  She graduated in 1951 and married Dan Bradley and they had 
Debby in 1958. They moved to Berkeley where Dan obtained a scholarship in chemistry and 
Trudy obtained an MA in Social Work. They got divorced and Trudy went to Columbia to get 
her Ph.D. Afterwards she taught 45 years at NYU. She is retiring at the end of the month and will 
be rehired as Associate Dean of Research for the coming year.  She married Leon Feshney (?), 
famous in Social Psychology as the Father of cognitive dissonance, and they traveled all over the 
world for his work including Germany where she saw her old home.  He passed away after they 
were married for twenty-one years. She shows us her passport, her father’s passport and their 
entrance and exit visas. 

Summary 

00:00  Trudy Festinger was born Trudy Hess on October 4, 1929 in Frankfurt, Germany.  Her 
mother wanted her named Inge as it was her favorite name so she was called Inge.  Her 
father wanted her named Truda.  She had no siblings.  Her mother was Heda Cohen from 
Poland and her father was Arthur Hess from Germany.  They met on a trip and got 
married.  Trudy visited her grandparents in Poland.  Her mother was famous as a tennis 
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player there and spent time with her sister, Selma.  Her maternal grandmother died in a 
concentration camp.  Tinofsky Gorey, a Pole who owned sand mines brought Trudy 
different colored sands to play with.  She knew some Polish, knew her grandmother and 
aunt and their neighbors.  They lived near Breslau on the German border.  Trudy’s family 
spoke German at home.  She does not think her grandparents spoke Yiddish.  They were 
well educated and kept a kosher home and believes her mother did, too.  Her mother died 
when she was five so she has vague memories of her.  She was sporty, liked to bike ride, 
was known as an excellent tennis player but Trudy did not see her play, loved to have 
nice clothes and took her places. 

05:00  Her grandparents were well-to-do and had a beautiful house.  She has photos of it.  She 
does not remember physically being transported there but remembers things about the 
place such as playing with children and having hot cocoa.  It seemed large.  Selma was 
very close to her and became mother-like to her.  She came to Germany a lot to be with 
her.  Trudy does not know if Selma was younger or older than her mother.  When there 
was an uprising in Germany, they asked for Trudy to come to Poland but her father 
refused.  The Polish relatives all ended up in Auschwitz.  Her grandmother died.  Selma 
worked in a bullet factory and moved around to various concentration camps.  She 
survived and ended up in Israel where Trudy saw her later.  She thinks there were no 
other siblings besides Selma and her mother.  Perhaps there was a self-centered brother 
who died. 

10:00 Her grandfather died before she was born.  Trudy’s mother had an infection and went to 
the hospital in 1934.  She remembers her mother getting on a stretcher and leaving.  She 
visited her mother and her father probably told her when her mother died.  She has vague 
memories of their apartment.  The Hess family had lived in Germany for generations.  
Rudolf Hess was in their family.  An aunt or uncle on her father’s side lived in Berlin.  
Her father had two siblings:  Emmy and Eugene.  She knew her paternal grandmother but 
never met her paternal grandfather.  She does not know what kind of business her parents 
had.  Her father supplied items for tailors internationally as he spent most of his time in 
Spain and some time in France. 

 15:00  He made special kinds of belts, buckles and labels for suits.  Uncle Eugene was in the 
leather business.  Trudy does not know if Emmy worked.  She had several husbands.  
One was Sigmund and they had a child, Charles.  Eugene had no children.  Emmy lived 
in Berlin and they visited her.  Eugene had a gorgeous house on Holyhaisen (?) Strasse in 
Frankfurt with an enormous garden and a big garage for cars.  It was a beautiful house 
with a bird sanctuary in back as he loved birds.  His house was taken over by an 
American General who ruled over the American Army.  It went through several stages as 
Cousin Charles in England tried to get the value on the house for restitution.  Prior to the 
American Army, a French officer used it for dinners.  Eugene never married.  He was a 
good businessman in leather goods and came to New York to sell wallets to Niemen 
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Marcus.  Trudy got all her things from him as he had beautiful leather goods.  He was 
very gentle.  She was his baby.  He was always bringing her things when she came to the 
US.  They left Germany before her.  He brought over his sister, Emmy and his mother 
who lived with him in a house in London.  Because of him, Trudy ended up in the US as 
he got visas from his friend in business here. 

20:00  He had a beautiful Airedale who was a friend of hers.  The aunt in Berlin lived in an 
apartment.  She was there during a hurricane and huge chunks of ice made holes in the 
windows and they placed pots all over to catch the water coming through the roof. They 
were not as close a relative as Selma.  Charles was a Berliner.  He liked the nightlife.  He 
was a few years older than her and married someone in England and had a daughter, 
Carol.  He made irrelevant jokes all the time unlike the rest of the family.  He was a good 
citizen, held onto business and worked.  Her father was the brilliant one of the Hess’s.  
He loved chess and taught her and she never beat him.  She played moves that he taught 
her here in the US.  In Germany he traveled a lot.  He had a mixture of Spanish and 
French personality.  He had business contacts in Spain and liked Spain.  He liked to travel 
internationally.  He left lots of bank accounts there.   

25:00   They would tax external bank accounts so large accounts became small.  She went with 
Leon to Madrid’s main bank in the 70s and withdrew everything.  She bought a leather 
coat.  That was her Spanish fortune as it dwindled to almost nothing.  Franco taxed it 
heavily.  They received bank statements and watched it go down.  She has a German 
passport with a “J” as she is a German citizen.  Sarah is on her passport as it is her middle 
name.  She also has her father’s passport.  Her father was always nicely dressed.  He was 
a bit stocky.  He was closer to her than she to him.  They traveled together and he rescued 
her.  “Tante” Henny took care of her.  Her father hired a kindergarten teacher to live with 
them in their apartment after her mother died.  She refused to come with them to the US 
as she was engaged to Max.   

30:00  She was Jewish.  When the Germans busted into their apartment, Henny recognized one 
of the young men which stopped them from destroying more of their apartment.  Selma 
would visit when her father was away.  They may have had a cook but she was not close 
to her.  They had an apartment on Garden Street with three bedrooms, a kitchen, a library 
and a big dining room on the first floor.  She visited it with Leon.  Her uncle was 
wealthier.  Her father was the smart one in the family, the most intellectual, whereas 
Eugene was driven to make money.  Eugene did funny things.  They had a safety box in 
NY and had to open it after Eugene died and found a huge mass of gold coins which were 
not allowed into the US.  He put a gold coin on a bracelet from the 1800s for her.  Shad 
Polair was a careful attorney and took care of everything.  They were gold $10 and very 
old.  You should not have gold coins in your personal possession.      
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35:00 He had money stashed away everywhere.  There was money in South America.  If you had 
money in the Nazi era, you made sure to have it everywhere.  Her father lost everything 
but Eugene left early with the money.  Her father did not want to leave Germany as he 
felt himself German.  There was no political talks.  They only talked about her father in 
World War I as an ambulance driver received a medal.  Hitler’s era affected her as her 
schooling was interrupted.  She started at a big Jewish School which was considered the 
best around.  Her close friend Annaliese also lived on Garden Street.  Her father was one 
of the people at the Cruck (?) factory.  She was not Jewish and they became close friends 
when she was seven to nine. 

40:00   They went roller skating.  She visited her at her home and her parents were very nice to 
her.  Annaliese continued the friendship and when they left, she said they cannot write to 
each other as her family would get in trouble.  She wrote her a beautiful poem.  It was 
serious as written by a young child.    She has lost complete touch with her which is sad 
and now she does not remember her last name.  There were several children.  She had a 
funny experience with a non-Jew little boy across the street.  He ran over to her when she 
was wearing a bracelet with elephants and he yanked it off and said something terrible 
about her being a Jew.  His mother apologized and gave her a gold chain for a bracelet in 
the shape of a heart with stones.  Several Jews from the area were going to South 
America and others to Shanghai, a scattering of her friends. 

45:00  Trudy saw Hitler Jugen and children’s camps when she was young.  Her teacher informed 
her that it was too dangerous for her to come to school.  She completed one and one-half 
years of school.  Trudy liked school.  Her father assured that she had private English 
classes.  She remembers the gate you passed to get into school.  She followed the rules 
but occasionally was mischievous.  It was a dangerous time and she knew it.  She did not 
walk down the street and make eye contact with the Brown shirts, SS or Gestapo.  She 
knew the difference between the three.  She did not wear a yellow star.  Trudy was there 
during Kristallnacht.  Tante Henny was strict with rules and took good care of her.  She 
was close to her and probably loved her.  She was sorry that she did not come with her 
and tried to reach her later but could not so she probably perished.  Her fiancé, “Uncle” 
Max was taken away and experiments were made on his legs and he returned.   

50:00  She mentions Henrietta Lowenstein.  Trudy saw swastikas, Nazis marching in the street 
saying, “Heil Hitler” and young people saluting each other.  She does not know if they 
had a radio but she heard some of Hitler’s speeches at the end of Gotomstrma Strasse 
where they had public meetings.  On the other side of the Main was Kaiserstrasse and big 
business.  Her side was residential.  She attended her first movie in the US.  She does not 
remember a movie theatre in her area.  They learned what was happening by word-of-
mouth.  She does not remember hearing a radio broadcast at home.  They had a Victrola.  
She heard Hitler’s voice on loud speakers blasting on the street when he talked in 
Frankfort and also heard Goebbels voice. 
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55:00  The idea of leaving happened suddenly.  There was no warning as they did not know if 
they could get out.  Her father expected to be there with the Gestapo.  He went to his 
favorite restaurant near his home where he knew the owner and they would talk all the 
time.  Signs that were up indicated, “Jews are Verboten” (Jews are forbidden) but her 
father went there anyway.  A Gestapo came and asked if there were any Jews and her 
father said, “Yes.”  He was smacked against the wall and her father smacked the Gestapo 
back so the Gestapo were after him.  He left for Denmark and did not return and the 
Gestapo came and thought Trudy was hiding him.  They came with big dogs when Trudy 
and Tante Hedy were asleep.  Previously they had left the apartment and stayed with 
strangers.  Aunt Hedy heard they were always at their apartment door but now it was 
quiet so they returned and so did the Gestapo. 

60:00  Her father kept in touch by phone.  In early ’39 the SS cut the phone wires, chopped up 
the mattress and took everything of value including her mother’s jewelry.  They did not 
completely destroy the place as Tante Hedy said, “Please go away.  I know your mother” 
and they left.  They lived on the other side of the river from the stores where Kristallnacht 
took place so it did not affect them.  On Kristallnacht they saw yellow signs indicating, 
“No Juden” and afterwards lived on black coffee as there was no food and just a tiny bit 
of butter.  They were hungry.  They had a bag of coffee from China and some bread but 
no milk while her father was gone.  She was nine years old.  They landed here in 
December ’39 after staying in Sweden for four months.   

65:00  They left Germany around August ’39.  Mr. Strucker came and took her father’s offices 
and businesses in Frankfurt.  He was German, a stranger, put in by the Nazis.  Her father 
was in touch with him so someone would take care of her.  Trudy met him once.  She has 
the business papers in the same box as the passports.  Her father wanted funds.  Trudy 
saw people killed.  They were surrounded by Nazis and Gestapo.  She saw three men 
beaten until dead.  There were gallows at the end of the street.  Jewish men were being 
killed.  She did not stand watching them.  It was scary.  She lived in an atmosphere of 
fear as did not know what was going to happen.  The Nazis would say something kind 
and then hit the person.  It was insidious behavior.     

70:00   There were SA and Brown shirts in her apartment who said something nice, “You look 
nice” and then say they would kill you if you did not tell the truth.  You never knew what 
was coming.  It was constant anxiety.  It was probably true for adults.  Tante Hedy 
packed up all the suitcases when they left and sent the one with linens to England.  One 
big suitcase and a trunk arrived in the US.  The Brown shirts had taken the jewelry and 
things of value.  They left all the paintings and furniture behind.  She took her teddy bear 
to keep her safe.  She had it since age one.  It accompanied her until they reached 
Maryland where her daughter, Debbie, was born when she was in her 30s.  Debbie was 
born in ’58 when she was 29.   
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75:00 Her teacher, Mr. Nachman, told her not to go to school as they are locking up Jews in 
synagogues and burning them down.  She also heard they were doing it elsewhere.  Tante 
Hedy took her to the train.  The underground got involved as her father met her though 
the telephone wires were cut.  They told a man with a dog to meet her in Berlin and take 
her home to his family.  The Nazis would not let her out of the country as felt something 
was wrong with her passport.  She stayed several weeks to get permission to leave and 
was placed back on a train.  A young man watched her as they went through the border to 
Sweden and on a ship.  They went through body searches and had their suitcases 
searched.  It was her first time on an overnight train by herself.  Her father met her at 
Stockholm.  He gave her milk as she had not had any in a long time.  Once she was with 
him, she felt secure.  England was closed to Jews and other refugees in July ’39. 

80:00    She went to school in Stockholm for a few months though did not know the language.  
The children asked her questions and after a week she started to answer them.  It was a 
public school with a swimming pool and showers.  It was a nice school.  Trudy lived in 
an apartment building.  Her father took her to the racetrack where she saw horses and the 
King of Sweden.  He did not look like a king, just a person.  Her father worked on getting 
them out.  He knew the owner of a store on 5th Avenue that sold shoes for tall women 
who vouched for them and was their sponsor.  Trudy met him once or twice.  He was 
active in the American/Jewish community.  They took a train to Norway where they got 
on the ship called Bergensfjord and went up the coast past the Faroe Islands to avoid 
mines.  It was a rough ocean in December ’39 and a submarine followed them along the 
way.  Norway was neutral and the ship had the flag up.  The captain kept talking to the 
submarine. 

85:00  They spent a lot of time on the deck with a life preserver in case the submarine shot a 
torpedo.  It was a big ship with mostly Jewish passengers going to New York.  Many 
came from Germany and Poland.  They were all excited to see the Statue of Liberty.   
Trudy had an infection on her cheek so her father took her to the ship’s doctor located in 
the lower part of the ship in the bow.  He wanted to make sure she was OK before they 
reached Ellis Island.  The doctor kept her in the infirmary when the Ellis Island officials 
came on deck so she was not seen.  She did not get seasick although most of the 
passengers did.  Her father’s friend, Paula Cohen, met them and got them a place to stay.  
It was Capitol Hall, West 86th Street off of Columbus Avenue.  Each had their own room.  
Her father realized he had a 10-year-old to take care of so had to look for work as lost 
everything. 

90:00  Trudy was taken to Rabbi Stephen Wise’s synagogue.  He was a major Jewish leader in 
NY and the US and he and his wife, Louise, had an adoption agency.  It was named for 
the wife and they tried to place children coming to the US with or without their parents.  
Her father could not take care of her so they needed a foster home.  Rabbi Wise took her 
home and she called the Wise’s “Ama” (mother) and “Aba” (father).  Their daughter, 
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Justine Polier was a judge in New York City Family Court.  She picked up Trudy by car 
and took her home to her husband and son, Steve at 280 West 4th Street.  They did not 
speak German.  They lived in Greenwich Village.  Justine was called “Bobsy.”  Trudy 
attended school with Steve.  Her father knew many languages – French, Spanish, Italian 
so was able to work in a shipping company, the Hudson Shipping Company.  It was 
menial work doing translating.  They remained in New York and got their life settled.  
She saw her father regularly through high school.  Uncle Eugene was living in England 
and came to the States on business with Niemen Marcus and Lord & Taylor who used his 
leather goods.   

95:00   His presence in England did not help them to immigrate there.  Her father told her to cry 
when they were at the British Consulate in Stockholm but that did not help.  She did not 
know where Selma was nor anyone from Poland.  She only knew those in England such 
as Sigmund Neustadt, Eugene and Charles.  Trudy lived with Justine Polier who later 
became her mother as she was adopted at age 28 when her father died.  She did not feel 
abandoned by her father.  Her father was happy when she came a few hours each week.  
She spent her summers at Lake Placid.  At first she did not know that her relationship 
with Justine was to be permanent.  Justine’s husband, Chad, was a lawyer and did a huge 
amount of charity lawyering.  He wrote a monthly interpretation of the Supreme Court 
and constitution issues, adoption issues and child welfare regulations. 

100:00 Rabbi Steven Wise gave a sermon at Carnegie Hall on Saturday.  Sometimes she attended 
synagogue in Germany.  Rabbi Wise tried to get the Jews out of Germany.  He poked 
holes in Roosevelt and the State Department.  He had an incredible voice, a powerful 
voice.  She has his radio recordings that her mother gave her.  The rabbi at the Institute of 
Religion helped her send them to the Detroit Reform group.  Rabbi Wise was Reform.  
All his sermons are translated on discs.  They may be on YouTube.  Wise said to be more 
open and anti-Hitler. 

105:00 He was loving, caring, spoke on large political matters, not just a Rabbi but a political 
force.  He spoke fantastically at a Madison Square Garden rally stating what the US 
needed to do to stop the Holocaust.  Her mother was involved with Eleanor Roosevelt in 
trying to influence the State Department to bring 20,000 children from Germany by 
opening up America’s doors.  The State Department was conservative and the project was 
not successful.  They could not obtain support for the Wagner/Rodgers Bill on this effort.  
Mrs. Roosevelt spoke to the President but was not successful.  Trudy’s dinner table 
conversation always discussed the latest on the political scene on what should be done 
and what tomorrow will be.  The parents asked Trudy and Steve for their opinions and 
they responded.  They were active in NYC politics.  They would say, “Tomorrow, I will 
call the Mayor.”  Now the Mayor is surrounded by layers of officials but in those days, 
her mother could get through.  They tried to establish a treatment center for poor 
children, especially for Black children. 
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110:00 They were successful in obtaining Eleanor Roosevelt’s help in getting mental health 
treatment for Black boys in the Dobbs Ferry area.  Her mother was a master speaker, very 
strong in her own way and was constantly asked to speak.  She was an officer in the Field 
Foundation after she left the bench.  When she left the Field Foundation, she asked Trudy 
to come and they opened a closet of framed medals, honors for making the speeches and 
told her to get rid of them.  Her mother was powerful in getting services for children and 
making sure they all got equal treatment; that it was equally divided among Jews, 
Catholics and Protestants.  Trudy’s mother died when she was five and came to the US as 
a teenager with her father.  She called Justine, “Bobsy” like the son did but now calls her, 
“Mother.”  They made the arrangement formal by adopting her.  She had a close 
relationship with Justine’s husband as she was the little girl he did not have.  They did 
crossword puzzles together.   

115:00 The family believed in making thing evenhanded.  Child welfare is Trudy’s field and she 
did research in adoption and foster care.  It was natural for her to go into as they 
discussed it at the dinner table and Trudy observed Justine in the courtroom.  She made 
studies of the court to learn their policies.  The field was easy for her as she grew up with 
it.  If she went into law, it also would make sense but Chad, Steve and Justine were all 
lawyers.  John is becoming a lawyer.  She wanted her own thing but she studied legal 
things.  When Justine died, she left a book with references to cases and Trudy went to the 
NYU Law Library and researched all the references and published it.  They also talked 
about what was going on in Europe as it related to what Steven Wise was constantly 
talking about in public.  He spoke in NY and Washington, DC about the bigots.  Trudy 
knew what was happening and of the enormity.   

120:00  Trudy did not talk much about her experiences in Germany but might have mentioned 
the soldiers and the gallows.  She had several friends from Germany such as Lottie 
Lozzerfeld who attended her high school and they talked about it.  Trudy had no idea 
where Selma was and where her grandmother was so went to the Red Cross and learned 
that Selma was in Israel.  She found out after the war, in the ‘50s, that Selma has a new 
name and was looking for her.  Trudy’s last name was Hess until she married at age 28.  
Trudy read about Rabbi Wise in the newspaper and saw Mrs. Wise’s photo in the NY 
Times.  Thousands of people met at Madison Square Garden when they heard what 
happened to the Jews.   

125:00  Rabbi Wise lived with them for a time.  In 1943, the second brother, John, was born and 
they moved to 64th Street, a house.  The Rabbi was constantly trying to think how to save 
the European Jews. He learned about them early by telegram.  Bobsy died in ’83, Chad 
two years later and the Rabbi in 1949.  Trudy saw Selma a second time in Israel in ’68.  
She was corresponding with her.  After college and graduate school, Trudy visited her.  
Trudy has been to Israel many times including right after the 6-Day War.  She went with 
a friend to the Golan Heights. 
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130:00  She visited Selma and her husband, Sigmund, a Czech and a sportsman including skiing.  
He was in a concentration camp and the Nazis hurt him so that he became disabled.  He 
used crutches to hike in Haifa.  He and Selma ran a utility store.  Trudy still feels the 
same toward Selma who is still a lovely, wonderful person.  Selma knew literature and 
music which carried her through the concentration camp but she would not talk much of 
her experiences.  In one camp she made bullets for Hitler in a factory and met Sigmund 
there.  Afterwards they went to Czechoslovakia first before going to Israel.  He was brave 
with his crutches and pulled himself up with them.  Trudy was angry with the Germans 
when she first arrived and wanted to return and kill them as she lost everything.  She is 
still not happy about going to Germany and avoids it.  She went when her husband was 
given an honorary degree at a University near Frankfurt.  She made a bargain to meet at a 
little French town across the border if she felt uncomfortable.  She stayed though she did 
feel uncomfortable.  A social psychologist wanted her to see Mannheim (?) and he 
showed her a German factory so she left and would not speak to him.   

135:00  Trudy saw their old house on one trip to Garden Strasse.  The place was smaller than she 
remembered.  She looked for her mother’s grave but could not find it.  The Jewish part of 
the cemetery was in shambles and they had paid to have the grave repaired.  Her father 
went to Germany to meet his sister and died in a hotel in ’57.  Trudy’s daughter was born 
in ’58.  Trudy, at 28, was adopted around then.  Her father was buried in Germany as he 
died there.  His sister arranged it and the American Embassy notified her.  Her father had 
little contact with the Wise Family.  He had a few friends in NY.  He lived in the same 
neighborhood as other refugees.  He lost himself in playing chess and he read 
newspapers.  His English was OK but not great. 

140:00 His final great interest was stamp collecting.  Her father was about 15 years older than 
her mother.  He was in his late ‘60s when they arrived here.  Trudy graduated from 
Lincoln High School in 1947 and she and Steve went to Oberlin College.  He was one 
year ahead of her.  She graduated in 1951 and married Dan Bradley, Debby’s father.  
They went to Berkeley where he got a scholarship with a famous female chemist.  Trudy 
wanted to do graduate work in psychology.  It was the McCarthy period and the 
University of California required a Loyalty Oath of the faculty.  There was a split 
between pro and anti and she was told not to go into psychology as there would be 
fighting on the Doctoral Committee and no one would approve.  Therefore, she went into 
Social Work and studied two years for an MA.  They lived in California for a few years 
and Dan got a job at NIH.  They moved to Silver Spring, Maryland and she became 
pregnant and had Debbie in ’58.  Trudy worked in Children’s’ Hospital and did graduate 
work at the University of Maryland in Psychology.  She took part-time courses while 
Debbie was little.  Trudy got divorced and returned to NY and went to Columbia 
University for Social Work and got a Doctorate.   
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145:00 Debbie attended Nursery School and Friends School.  Columbia asked her to teach and 
she did it for a few years and wanted to do research.  Kenneth Clark, a Black 
Psychologist of fame, asked her to join the Metropolitan Research Center on 86th Street.  
Trudy did a study of Black adoptions and then NYU asked her to teach which she did for 
45 years.  She is retiring at the end of the month and will be rehired as Associate Dean of 
Research for the coming year.  Trudy feels she is a constant learner.  She met Leon 
Feshney (?), famous in Social Psychology as the Father of cognitive dissonance, at a 
dinner party.  They went to South America as he was part of the Social Science Research 
Council dealing with relations between American Social Psychology and South 
America’s.  He is interested in Developmental Psychology.  They traveled to Uruguay, 
Chile, Argentina and Mexico.  He asked her to marry and they did.  

150:00 They traveled all over the world as he was always being invited—Tokyo, 2 years in Paris, 
a year in Israel.  They had an exciting, interesting life.  They went to Germany where he 
got an honorary degree.  He was born in Brooklyn and attended City College.  His 
parents were from a shtetel.  He knew Yiddish as his family spoke it.  She met him when 
he was at Stanford University and moving to the New School in NY.  This apartment was 
part of the bargain of Leon coming to NY.  It reverts to the New School upon her death.  
It is in Greenwich Village.  They were married 21 years when he died.  Debby’s father 
died at age 40.  He had remarried two times.  The last time he went to Israel and had two 
children.  Dan was at Brooklyn College and returned to Israel.  When the Bill regarding 
20,000 children coming out of Europe was not passed, Trudy had thoughts of the people 
left behind.  She and others were lucky.  What happened was horrible.  She teaches 
young students in their 20s and 30s and are amazed they are not aware of history.  It is 
important to keep the memory of the Holocaust alive for generations to come.  Some of 
us older ones are dying.  Many survivors of the camps have already died so few are left to 
keep the idea alive so the younger generation learns about it.  It is worrisome that some 
do not believe that you need to think of the past. 

155:00 Trudy has a firm belief that you should have knowledge of all of history.  This happened 
to the Jews, Gypsies and homosexuals and you need to be aware that such can happen 
and some is happening now.  There is genocide in parts of the world and you should be 
aware of anything that could be done.  The poem that Annaliese, age 9, wrote is read by 
Trudy in German and she translates, “Every day of one’s life I a leaf in one’s history, 
living so the bells ring.  No armor defends one against death.  Death puts its arm on the 
strongest trees.  Whoever honors one’s death, honors one self.  Annaliese was her closest 
friend in Germany and she was no Jewish.  Trudy shows a little record book signatures 
and sayings from acquaintances before she left Germany.  There is a page from Annaliese 
where she wrote and drew a bunny taking items and moving. 

160:00  Trudy then shows her passport that she used to leave Germany for Sweden and the US, a 
“Child’s Passport.”  It is from the German Reich and there is her photo with a Swedish 
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entry stamp when she entered Stockholm.  She shows a visa from the Vice Consul of the 
US 10/18/39 and an exit visa for Sweden showing Passport Control allowed her to leave 
December 1939 with the German Eagle.  Trudy shows her father’s passport with his 
name, Arthur Natan Hess with a “J” for Juden and the name, “Israel” for being a Jewish 
man.  The next page is his photo and his signature.  On the following page there is 
information about his profession and that he has blue eyes and gray hair.  The pages show 
he had done extensive traveling as went to many countries with stamps of leaving and 
returning.  There is a Reich and swastika stamp. 

165:00 Trudy shows the Immigration Visa for the US, the document that she could leave Sweden 
and the ticket for the Ship, Bergensfjord on December 13 leaving Oslo, paid $158.50 per 
person.  They went to Bergen and then north. 

166:00 
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