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Abstract 

Jerome Dribin was born on December 23, 1922 in Chicago, Illinois.  He was called “Jerry” and 
was brought up near Division and Haddon Avenues in the northwest area.  His older brother, 
Seymour was born in 1920 and died from asthma at age 64 and his sister, Florence was born in 
1932.  His mother was born on the border of Poland and Russia and his father in Russia.  They 
both came to the US as teenagers and spoke English after studying to become US citizens.   His 
father was a photographer as he had apprenticed in Russia.  Jerome and his older brother took 
care of their younger sister.  His mother’s younger sister, Lillian, lived with them in their four-
room apartment. Jerome did not like school but liked his teachers. They lived in an Italian/Polish 
section with few Jews until he got to high school which was mainly Jewish.  They survived the 
Depression due to his father’s profession and moonlighting.  Jerome learned about the coming 
war from the radio and newspapers.  He graduated high school in February 1941 and studied 
accounting in a 2-year college.  Jerome was drafted March 15, 1943 and went to Downstate to 
get his uniform and then to Camp Carson, Colorado, where he joined the 89th Infantry Division. 
His mother died from a stroke in the early ‘60s.  He went to Camp Robinson in Arkansas for 
three months for Infantry training and returned to Camp Carson for seven or eight months to 
learn how to shoot guns.  Then he went to Louisiana, California and North Carolina for 
maneuvers and then by train to Maine for a week.  Then he took a ship overseas Christmas ’44.  
He was in two combats:  over the Moselle River in January or February ‘45 and the Rhine River.  
He arrived at Camp Ohrdruf where he was impressed by a chubby 12-year old Jewish boy who 
said he was a relative of Sarnoff of RCA. Jerome saw the ovens at the camp, corpses and the 
zombie prisoners. He waited for the Russians at the German/Czech border and spoke Yiddish to 
tell the Germans to leave. Then he went to Le Havre for nine months and to Luxembourg.  
Around March ’45 he had a furlough and skied in Austria.  He was transferred from the 7th Army 
to the 3rd Army.  He went to Camp Lucky Strike to wait for the ship to Japan.  The bomb was 
dropped while on his way and the war ended so they docked at NY.  He was discharged April 4, 
1946 in Wisconsin.  He seldom talked about his experience in Europe but eventually told his 
children.  After his time in service, he decided to be an electrician and started saving for a house.  
He got married in July 1947 and had three girls:  Laura, Barbara and Michelle.  After the 
interview, Jerome shows five photos:  1) Jerome at 21 in 1943 in uniform, taken by his father, 2) 
Watching another man at Camp Lucky Strike in France, 3) Jerome with the 2nd Sergeant from his 
company, 4) Servicemen at the train, and 5) Jerome in Germany. 
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