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Abstract 

Juan Jorge Schaffer (Hans Giborg Schaffer) was on March 10, 1930 in Vienna, Austria to 
Margarita Lang and Giza (?) Schaffer and had a sister, Eva born in January 1928 who died in 
1937 from an accident.  He felt if she lived, the family would not have survived as would not 
have been able to leave with a sick child. Juan attended two years of public school in Vienna 
which included some Hebrew education and studied French.  Juan wrote a book about his life. 
His father was a film distributor in Vienna and in the import-export business in Montevideo, 
Uruguay.  In March, 1938 Juan and his parents went on a skiing trip to Switzerland and he was 
left there a few months while the parents tried to salvage their belongings and the father’s 
business.  While in Austria, his father was arrested on May 1, 1938 as the police thought his 
black cigarettes were poisonous but was let out and the parents returned to Switzerland.  His 
father was probably denounced by his chauffeur.  In fall 1938 the family went to France where 
Juan attended two schools.  Early ’39 they went by ship from Antwerp to Uruguay, arriving May 
1.  They were permitted into the country with help from the Jewish Community and the Minister 
of Foreign Affairs which was needed as their visas were incomplete.  The Jewish Community 
helped them settle; first a hotel, then a duplex, then a house which they later bought. Juan’s 
grandmother, aunt and uncle came after them and only two relatives did not survive.  Before the 
war, there was a battle about 150 miles from Montevideo between a heavily armed German ship 
and British ships.  The German ship arrived for repair and left for Buenos Aires. He attended a 
British school and studied English, German, French and Spanish.  Then attended a French school 
for his baccalaureate.  Juan graduated from the University in engineering and received a one-year 
scholarship which he used to get his Ph.D. in Switzerland.  There he changed to mathematics and 
returned to Uruguay to become a math professor. He got married in 1960 and was told to leave 
the country in 1968 so they immigrated to the US.  First to Baltimore, then Chicago and ended 
up at Carnegie Melon in Pittsburgh where he will soon retire. His wife died in 2008. Juan has 
traveled to math conferences in many countries but not to Austria.  He does not pay attention to 
people he meets who were collaborators during the war. He is leaving funds for the Holocaust 
Museum as a compensation for survivors. Juan shows photos of himself, his wife and his parents. 
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