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Abstract 

Nathan Langburt was born April 4, 1929 in Ulanów (Subcarpathian Voivodeship), Poland which 
transported lumber on its rivers.  He had two older sisters: Manya and Regina, and a younger 
brother, Harry.  His parents were Golda Graf and Light Langburt who bought futures and 
shipped them to Warsaw.  His father learned to be a baker when he was drafted during World 
War I and sent to Siberia. Nathan’s home did not have plumbing or electricity. He attended 
public school from 9 to 1 and Hebrew School from 2 to 5 and completed 5th grade.  He spoke 
Hebrew, Yiddish and Polish.  The family learned news from the two daily Yiddish papers.  
Neighbors discussed Hitler and did not believe that he would murder women and children.  After 
Kristallnacht, the town filled up with Jews who had been exiled from Germany.  The town was 
bombed on September 1, 1939 and his sister got wounded with shrapnel.  The family hid at the 
grandfather’s farm for a while and returned home to see the Germans marching into their town. 
Many Jewish men went with the Russian army that had to turn back. The Germans looted the 
stores and food was scarce.  The family was smuggled across the border by horse and buggy or 
walked.  The Russians arrested them and they were let out after 24 hours and traveled 20 
kilometers outside of Lvov to Ukronas (?:) where they were requested to become Russian 
citizens.  When they refused, they were taken by cattle car as “Special Resettlements” to Siberia 
which took two months in spring ’40.  On the cattle car they were given kasha and bread and hot 
water at stations but there was no bathroom.  They arrived in Camp Shala Suchinsk (?) and lived 
in huts and worked cutting down trees.  The forest was thick and they could easily get lost.  The 
KGB killed a poet from Germany but did not harm the less intellectual.  Nathan studied Russian 
in school. On June 21, 1941 the family was sent to Camp Langur (?).  The Polish government in 
exile asked for their citizens to be freed so the family went to Stalinabad near Kabul where 
Nathan learned Tajikistan.  It was a farming town but had cars and electricity and his father was 
able to obtain a position as a baker.  Nathan went into the Black Market business by having the 
train conductor import fabrics which he sold at a higher price.  When the war was over, they took 
a train back that took two weeks and found no one left at home so were smuggled into the French 
sector of Berlin and went to the Schildenzee DP Camp for a few months.  Then went to Haiden 
Hein near Stuttgart where the DP camp had nice houses and JOINT and UNWRA helped them.  
His father went to technical school to learn mechanical engineering.  In ’49 they went to Israel 
with crates of machinery for a bakery but could not get a permit.  His father had a cousin in 
Montreal so Nathan and his younger brother and parents settled there.  His two sisters had 
married in Berlin and went to the US.  Nathan worked at Northern Electric as a machinist and his 
brother went into dry goods and then they partnered to buy a retail store.  In ‘89 Nathan took his 
son to his hometown and the man who had worked 35 years for his grandfather suggested he 
leave as it was still a dangerous place for Jews.  The interview is followed by a short addition by 
his younger brother, Harry, who said he would get more food than others as was so young. He 
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had less than two years schooling. Both Nathan and Harry felt that losing their childhood made 
them more aggressive and suspicious of others.  A photo is shown of his grandparents in 1863 
when they were 37 and 39 with the man who worked 35 years for the grandfather. 
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