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Abstract 

Robert (Bob) M. Levine was born June 4, 1925 in Bronx, NY where he grew up with his sister, 
Miriam, who was born in 1922 and has since passed away.  His parents were Augusta Kornbluth 
and Sidney S. Levine.  His father was born in the US and his mother came from Austria at age 
three or four. His father attended NYU and was an executive in a printing business and his 
mother was a homemaker.  They had a car and had a comfortable life including spending 
summers in the Catskills.  The family was athletic and not religious.  Bob would accompany his 
father on his rounds as a Fire Warden during the war.  Bob graduated high school in June 1943, 
passed an exam for specialized training in the Army and signed up for the draft.  He had basic 
training in Spartanburg, South Carolina and then the specialized training was canceled due to a 
planned invasion so he was shipped overseas in March 1944.  He landed in Scotland and went by 
truck to Port Plymouth where he was told about the invasion and was issued guns.  They landed 
in Normandy on June 12, 1944, about a week after D-Day.  German prisoners were shipped back 
on his ship.  He was issued dog tags with an “H” for Hebrew and was told to get rid of them if 
captured by the Germans.  He was in the 90th Division, Company K and 30th platoon with a 3-
man mortar crew.  He and a buddy dug a foxhole each evening and slept in it near the hedgerows 
in a field with cows and growing produce.  They overpowered the Germans, but soon the 
Germans (wearing Goring’s unit uniform) encircled and captured about 20 or 30 US military.  
Bob was wounded on July 10th and the next day they were marching and he was wounded again 
(by Allies) and placed in a German field hospital in a farmhouse.  The German doctor amputated 
his leg, took off his dog tag and put a note about the procedure in his pocket.  Then he was taken 
by truck to Rheims to a hospital in a school known as Stalag 122 as it was also a prison where he 
spent a month and ate a lot of boiled potatoes.  The Germans retreated and the Red Cross shipped 
him to England where they operated again and he was shipped to Walter Reed.  His parents and 
sister visited him. He hoped he could walk again and felt that he handled this, he can handle 
anything.  He was given a wooden stump and crutches and went home.  He went to Bethany 
College in West Virginia to study economics.  In 1950 he married his neighbor, Edith and they 
had two daughters. Bob had the German doctor’s note translated and when he and his wife went 
to France, a man interested in his Division went to Berlin and learned the German doctor was 
Edgar Woll from Saarbrucken and they visited his family the next year. The family gave Bob a 
party and thanked him for saving them from Hitler which made Bob realize these Germans were 
not his enemy.  The German doctor’s granddaughter, Cornelia, attended Fairleigh Dickinson and 
lived in Bob’s house and they still keep in touch.  In turn, Bob helps other veterans obtain 
disability rights.  Following the interview, the following are shown:  1) “The Chevalier Medal of 
Honor given by the French to him in 2015 for liberating them which was designed by Napoleon, 
2) photo of Bob in uniform at age 19 at Camp Croft in Spartanburg, South Carolina, 3)  Dr. Woll 
and his wife before the war, 4) Dr. Woll before the war, 5) Obituary and photo of Dr. Woll in 
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1954, 6) photo from 1982 of Bob & Edith where Bob is pointing to Hill 123 where he was 
wounded and captured, 7) Bob with Gabriella Woll in 1995, 8) photo from 100th birthday party 
of Dr. Woll’s wife in 2013 (she passed in 2015) and 9) copy of note Dr. Woll left him from July 
11, 1944. 
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