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Abstract 

Herbert Stern was born on September 15, 1930 in Frankfurt Am Main in Germany to Nora Reis 
and Jacob Stern and three older brothers:  Julius, born 1925, Martin and Teddy (Theodore).  His 
mother’s parents operated the only Jewish hotel in Frankfurt, the Hotel Ulna where the parents 
met.  When they got married in 1924, his father changed from being a traveling salesman to a 
men’s textile business in a loft in Frankfurt where he sold fabrics to tailors or others using fabrics 
to make clothes. They lived in a large apartment in central Frankfurt and had a Nanny to care for 
the children.  Herbert’s father made a good living as the family vacationed yearly including trips 
to Switzerland.  Herbert recalls seeing the Nazis in uniform and the Hitler Youth marching.  He 
did not want to be noticed as stones were thrown at him on his way home from his Jewish Day 
School and they were not welcome at the beach on the Rhine,  His family was observant.  .  His 
grandparents’ hotel where his brother had recently been Bar Mitzvah was destroyed on 
Kristallnacht. His father was arrested on Kristallnacht and permitted to leave jail a day or two 
later to accompany a blind man home.  He was told to leave Germany immediately or be arrested 
again so he left for London and Herbert’s mother packed up their belongings and they took a 
train across France and a ferry to England.  With help from his mother’s sister in the US, they 
took a ship to NY and arrived December 9, 1938.  Herbert felt German upon arrival in the US as 
did not speak English The family obtained an apartment in Washington Heights in Manhattan. 
Herbert entered school and his father became a partner with his brother-in-law in the artificial 
flower business.  Herbert’s brother Julius left school to help the family and never completed his 
education. Herbert’s brothers served in the military in World War II and he was drafter during 
the Korean War.  Many relatives left behind died.  His father died in 1968 and his mother, 20 
years younger, died in 1986.  In ’86 Herbert made a short stop in Germany on his way to visit 
Israel  Five years ago he went to Berlin as he heard the young had a change in attitude so he felt 
he should make allowance for them.  After the interview, the following photos were shown:  1) 
The family hotel on Bateman Strasse, 2) Moritz and Sara Stern, his grandparents, in Augsburg, 
3) His father and the four sons:  Julius, Martin, Teddy and Herbert, 4) Margo Stern shows a 
photo of Matilda Selman Kahn, Herbert’s great-grandmother, who he was close to and who died 
in 1939,  in Baden-Baden. 
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