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Abstract 

Ambassador Richard Schifter was born on May 31, 1923 in Vienna, Austria as an only child of 
Elvira Schuster Blass and Paul Schifter.  He regularly accompanied his mother to visit her 
parents in Gawolin, Poland and revisited in 1987 with his daughter.  Richard and his parents 
were Polish citizens.  His father lived in Rochester, NY from 1907 to 1913 and saved money to 
buy a drug store in Vienna.  His sole employee was a Nazi who acquired the store when the 
Germans occupied Austria and the parents were arrested. His parents got married in 1919.  
Richard attended school in Vienna until it closed.  His parents told him he would not be able to 
be a professional in Austria and should migrate.  His mother was a Zionist and a Social 
Democrat and very interested in politics and influenced his interest in politics. She wanted to 
stay to care for her parents until March 11, 1938 when the Germans picked up all the Jews and 
ordered them to leave. The family became stateless in 1938.   By that time the Polish quota was 
filled but Richard’s application was separated and was successful in obtaining an affidavit with 
his Uncle Harry’s son Joseph’s sponsorship.  He was permitted to go to the US on the Austrian 
quota. He took a train to Rotterdam and a ship to New Jersey.  Soon the Nazis arrested his 
parents and let them out with a warning to leave Austria so they went to Poland.  His mother 
worked for the Jewish Council in Warsaw (?) and his father hid elsewhere.  Richard lived with 
his Uncle Harry in the Bronx and wrote to his parents that he was trying to get them visas. His 
last letter from his parents was in September 1942. The Red Cross has no information about what 
happened to them but it is known that all the Jewish Council were shot so his mother is presumed 
dead and his father was likely gassed in a concentration camp. There were 17 survivors on his 
father’s side and five on his mother’s. Richard attended high school in the Bronx and after 
graduation, entered City College.  He graduated in 1943 and was drafted into the US Army.  
Since he was knowledgeable in German, Richard was sent to Camp Richie in Maryland for 
intelligence training.  He arrived in Normandy August 1944 where he was assigned to a Prisoner 
of War Team which went to Luxembourg and Belgium and in December was stationed at the 
12th Army Group Headquarters in Aachen, Germany where he interrogated POWs.  
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