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Edith Hollender was born to Josef and Irene (née Horowitz) Grossman on January 9, 1927 in 
Lučenec, Slovakia, growing up in the smaller nearby town of Filakovo. Her family mostly spoke 
Hungarian, but her father placed her in a Slovakian school in order to expand her language 
capability. Edith had one sister, Judith. Her father ran a general store and had a comfortable 
living. After grade 5, she had to travel six days a week the 16 miles to Lučenec for school. Edith 
describes life in her village. 
 
After the Germans invaded, in 1942 her family was sent to the Lučenec ghetto while her father 
was sent to a work camp where he reportedly died in a bombing raid. After about 6-10 months, 
the remaining family were sent to Auschwitz. Edith was separated from her mother and sister 
on arrival and never again saw them. She was befriended by two Slovakian non-Jewish women 
who arranged for her transfer to a women’s work camp near Berlin. Russian soldiers liberated 
the camp and arranged for her transfer to Prague. When she arrived in Filakovo, only one uncle 
had survived. Edith was treated for tuberculosis at a Slovakian sanatorium in Crednitza (?) for 
two years where she met her husband, Morris, a native of eastern Czechoslovakia. Her 
husband’s sister had left him a house in Liberec when she left for New Jersey. They opened a 
store there.  
 
Edith and her husband arranged papers to the U.S. through his sister and decided on Boston. 
She became employed by Harvard’s botany department classifying and cataloging plant 
specimens from China. She never had children.  
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