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Summary 
 
Dr. Claude Bloch was born in Strasbourg, France, the capital of Alsace-Lorraine, on June 1, 1929. 
This interview discusses his escape to the United States with some of his family in 1941 and the 
deaths of others left behind in Europe. His mother, Lucie (Blum), came from a religious family. 
She was born in Alsace, but her parents were from Switzerland where the family had fled after 
the Germans incorporated Alsace after the Franco-Prussian War in 1871. His father, Edgard, 
was from Alsace where he owned a successful sawmill. His family was less religious. Claude also 
had an older brother, Pierre, who tragically was killed in an automobile accident in Alsace 
shortly after WWII. There was a thriving Jewish community in Alsace before the war and 
Claude’s family was observant, if not especially religious. His friends in Alsace included family 
and Jewish and non-Jewish peers. The family was well off and lived in an apartment house 
owned by the family with other family members in other apartments. He loved school and was 
a good student. Since Alsace was very close to Germany the family was well aware of what was 
happening to Jews in Germany throughout the 1930s. 
 
In the late summer 1939 life changed for Claude and his family. His father was inducted into the 
French army and the rest of his immediate family went to Brittany, far from Germany, on 
vacation. They would not return to Strasbourg until after the war. They stayed in Brittany for 
several months, and Claude went to school there. They then moved closer to Paris so Claude’s 
father could visit. His father was demobilized in the spring of 1940 because of age. A few 
months later Germany invaded France and incorporated Alsace into the German Reich. The 
family then returned to Brittany and then traveled to Bordeaux in south-western France. They 
then decided to go to Vichy where the new French government under Pétain resided. The 
family hoped that they would be able to contact foreign embassies there in order to leave 
France. The journey was very difficult because of the flood of refugees leaving the German 
occupied zone in the north and west. But the family was aided by Claude’s father’s 
resourcefulness and wealth. He had a car with extra gasoline and lots of money to bribe 
officials. Fortunately, a friend living in the United States offered to sponsor the family, and the 
family got visas in Marseille. While still in Vichy they encountered serious antisemitic 
propaganda. The family escaped through the Pyrenees to Spain and then to Portugal. They 
waited there for a few months until they could get a ship to the United States in 1941. By then, 
one of Claude’s grandmothers and his father’s brother, wife and three of four children were 
deported and killed by the Nazis. 
 
The family, including his brother and one set of grandparents, came to stay in New York City. 
Claude went to school and decided to stay in the United States after the war, though the rest of 
his family returned to Strasbourg where his father regained his business and the family 
apartment building. Claude returned to Strasbourg for his brother’s funeral in 1946 but refused 
his father’s wish that Claude join the business. Instead he returned to the US and earned his 
medical degree. Much later he published a memoir of his experiences so that his children and 
grandchildren would understand what he went through. 
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