
Time-coded notes of Interview with Hans Gross 
December 16, 1986 

 
01:00 Born in 1928 in the city of Schtocorow, near Vienna. 
 
02:00 Forbidden to further involve himself in the newly-formed Austrian State Youth meetings. 
The organization objected to his participation in the organization, ultimately as a result of the 
Nazi occupation of Austria. 
 
02:30 Had just finished elementary school, but was not allowed to enter secondary school (i.e., 
high school). His parents were given 7 days notice to leave Vienna in the summer of 1938. 
 
03:00 His father worked in a bank in Vienna. A number of SS men came to take him away. 
Hans "didn't know what was happening," His family lived in a house that had belonged to the 
pan-German movement, Hans' mother was told that her husband had been taken to do work and 
that he would be returned back home. 
 
07:30 His father continued to work in Vienna. In May he lost his job. The area had been 
"Aryanized." 
 
08:00 All Jews living in the provinces were ordered to move to Vienna - in order to be 
centralized in one place. 
 
09:00 The family was hoping to immigrate to Argentina because they had relations there. 
 
09:30 The family moved into a bedroom of a house belonging to a widow. They lived there 
expecting to emigrate at any time. 
 
10:30 Kristalnacht, father went to the Jewish Communal Authorities about emigrating. 
 
12:00 Eventually, father comes back. There were rumors that Jews were being rounded up in 
the streets. 
 
12:30 Burning, rumors spread (supposedly untrue) that the Jews were being put in synagogues 
which were then set on fire. 
 
13:00 Two plain-clothes policemen came to Hans' home and asked if any Jewish men lived 
there. The policemen told Hans' father to "come with us," after he responded that there were. 
 
13:28 Hans' father was taken away, as well as all the Jewish men in his building."We didn't 
know where." 
 
14:05 Hans and his mother waited several days for the father to return. Mother went from one 
police station to another without much success. 
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14:45 Their neighbors were getting letters from concentration camps. Soon, they received one 
from Hans' father. 
 
15:50 Mother went to Gestapo headquarters. She was told that her husband would be released 
after an acquisition of a Visa. 
 
16:04 The Surgeon General had issued Visas for Honduras.  Mother sent money to the local 
agent with a passport; the passport was returned without a Visa or the money she had sent. 
 
17:10 The father was released and returned home under the condition that he leave the country 
within a month and report daily to the police station. 
 
18:15 Father had to promise not to say anything about the concentration camp - otherwise he'd 
have been rearrested, and send back there. 
 
18:57 Father would have thrown himself on the electric barbed wire, had it not been for his 
wife and son. 
 
19:27 At that time, Shanghai was the only place to emigrate which didn't require a Visa, but all 
the ships had been filled months before they decided to emigrate. 
 
19:58 There was one opening to Shanghai on an Italian ship. The father went to Shanghai. 
Mother and son were left behind. 
 
21:15 Mother and Hans spent most of their time trying to get a Visa to Honduras. There was no 
prospect to move to Shanghai anyway. 
 
22:19 The only place to go was England, because it didn't require a Visa, Mother went as a 
domestic servant. The family in England which was taking the mother would only nominally 
take Hans. They didn't take Hans; Hans and his mother were separated. 
 
23:20 Hans didn't see his mother for two years after they were in England. 
 
24:20 Hans was enrolled in a school whose principal was a member of the Nazi party, Hans 
was afraid of the Hitler youth when going to and from school. 
 
26:00 Once, while Hans was stopped at an intersection, an adult approached him and kicked 
him in the shins for no apparent reason, and without saying anything. 
 
27:00 Ironically, an assistant teacher at the school with which Hans was enrolled, "was very 
good to "him" - the teacher was a deputy leader of the SS. 
 
33:00 The family was never reconstituted. In l949, Hans' father went to Chicago, His mother 
died in England. 
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34:15 When asked to summarize what the European Holocaust meant to him he responded: "It's 
easy to give an historical explanation if you want to, but it's very difficult to explain, I can 
never trust people fully because in the end, everybody looks after his own interest. You can 
never trust - it certainly had a psychological effect." 
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