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01:00  Born in 1920 in the town of Demeldorf(sp.), located in Bavaria, Southern Germany. His 
family history can be traced back to 1732 in this very same town. 
 
02:00  Most of the Jews of the town engaged in agriculture and cattle dealing. His father's 
family came from D. and his mother's family came from another area in southern Germany, 
about 100 kilometers from Nuremburg. 
 
03:00  In the early 1920's, there was not much anti-Semitism in his town at all. It was not until 
about 1929 that the discrimination really began. 
 
04:00  There were only thirty-two houses in his village. His school was therefore very small as 
well, with a total of about 22 or 23 kids. There were only three in his class, two girls and 
himself. The relations between the Jews and the non-Jews were fine. 
 
05:00  The Jews inhabited the lower part of the village, and the Catholics inhabited the upper 
part of the village. Each group accounted for approximately 50% of the population. There was a 
synagogue for the Jews, which was built in the 1730's or 1740's. There was a chapel for the 
Gentiles in another village about 2 kilometers away. The Jews had their own cemetery that they 
shared with the Jews from two neighboring villages. 
 
06:00  The fact that the relations between the Jews and non-Jews were so good proved to be 
somewhat of a downfall. If they were worse, the Jews would have awakened sooner to reality. 
 
07:00  His father died in 1934. When Hitler came to power, there were signs in nearby villages 
that made it clear that Jews were not wanted. 
 
08:00  He left his home town in 1930. As the town was so small, his schooling was limited and 
his parents wanted him to pursue a higher education. The majority of those that wanted a better 
education were Jewish. He was therefore sent to Hamburg. 
 
09:00 His parents realized that things weren't the way they used to be, and sent him to a private 
Jewish school, located in a suburb of Nuremburg. This program consisted of six years of 
schooling. 
 
10.00 He required a tutor because his old school did not supply him with an appropriate 
background. His cousin was related to the Kissinger family, and he attended school with two of 
the Kissinger boys. 
 
11:00  He studied in this school from 1930-1935. Because the situation for the Jews was 
worsening, he was not able to complete his final year. 
 
12:00 Because he was a member of a Jewish school, in some ways he was protected, in other 
ways he was not. It is only in looking back that he sees how foolish they were. 
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13:00 Each German school was identified by colored caps. The Jews had blue caps and they 
were proud to wear them. However, they were often molested on the street with stone throwing 
and name calling. 
 
14:00 This suburb was very close to Nuremburg, and hatred for the Jews spilled over. They 
were in the "hotpit of anti-Semitism." His mother had told him that before his father died he had 
said as early as 1931 that "if my children listen to me, they will go to America." 
 
15:00 He felt that his father had a vision of what was to come. He had an uncle in Nuremburg 
that one of the largest shoe factories in Germany. He went to Chicago to visit relatives, and 
make arrangements to get them affidavits. 
 
16:00 He returned to Germany with the arrangements made, but said he planned to remain in 
Germany, with the hope that things would soon settle down. 
 
17:00 His father's mother had nine brothers and sisters, all of whom eventually emigrated to 
America, beginning in the 1860's. Their father was a Kosher butcher and a cattle dealer and 
found it very difficult to make a living. Most of her siblings relocated in Ohio. She also wanted 
to go, however the siblings said someone must stay and take care of their parents. So she stayed 
with her parents and married. 
 
18:00 When things began to worsen, the relatives in Chicago and Ohio felt it was their duty to 
help. 
 
19:00 He had one uncle who did not do very well for himself in America and returned to 
Germany. He married a non-Jew and she got him through the war and the Holocaust and he 
died a natural death at age eighty-five. 
 
20:00 In May of 1938, his uncle who owned the shoe factory was locked outside his factory by 
the SS.. He, too, married a non-Jew.  
 
21:00 This woman was called to the Party's headquarters in Nuremburg. She was reminded that 
she was not a Jew and told she should divorce her husband. They offered her the factory and its 
earnings if she would do so. She said they could keep the money. She then sent her husband to 
England; she fled to Switzerland, and joined him in England three months later. 
 
22:00 After Mr. Heiman left school in 1935, he then went on to learn the shoe trade. This 
school that he attended taught mainly gardening and agriculture for boys, and housekeeping for 
girls. 
 
24:00 Anti-Semitism at this school was almost non-existent. The ratio of Jewish teachers to 
non-Jewish teacher was about even. 
 
25:00 Each year got progressively worse. His two sisters both left in 1938. By then they knew it 
would be better to go. 
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26:00 At this time his mother still remained in his home town. No one in her age group had left. 
The Jewish parents wanted first to save their children. 
 
27:00 With the advent of the Nuremburg laws, the Jews were totally isolated. They felt 
extremely self conscious, and they had been stripped of all freedom. 
 
28:00 It was necessary to have trade cards to engage in business practices. These, as well as 
drivers licenses, were revoked. Panic had set in and people wanted out. 
 
29:00 His trade school was only twenty minutes from downtown Hanover. On the morning of 
November 10, 1938, the school was assembled and the principal told them that the synagogue 
in Hanover was burning and the Jewish stores were being smashed. They were now sitting 
ducks. 
 
29:00 To this day he does not understand the reasons why the Jewish students in his school 
were spared. They were basically left alone. The only thing that might have had some influence 
was the fact that the school principal had been a front-line soldier in WWI. The non-Jews of the 
school expressed horror and disbelief about the terrible conditions. They were very 
sympathetic. 
 
31:00 His partner in school was about the same age. He was a non-Jew but remained a faithful 
friend throughout. His son was even a member of the German army. 
 
32:00 His home town felt the consequences of that fateful November day. The Jews were 
forced to pay 50% of all their earnings to the Nazis. Every Jewish male was forced to adopt the 
name of Israel and every female the name of Sarah. 
 
33:00 Everything was confiscated from Jewish homes: their houses, possessions, and land. 
 
34:00 His mother's house had from ten to twelve rooms. She was confined by the Nazi's to one 
room and was told that she had three to five months to get out. 
 
35:00  The Nazi gave her only 10,000 marks, an equivalent of only $5,000, for her home, 
house, and land. 
 
36:00  Israel kept records from all German congregations. These were written in Hebrew and 
translated into English. The following tells the story of his home town: 
 
37:00  On November 10, 1938, two trucks of SS men arrived. They demanded the keys to the 
synagogue. When they were refused, they forced their way and destroyed it. They searched all 
Jewish homes. 
 
38:00  After the SS left, the destruction was continued by local inhabitants. There was a bonfire 
started on the land that had belonged to his mother. All Jewish males were arrested and taken to 
prison in a nearby village, where an angry mob was waiting. 
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39:00  With the help of a friendly civil servant, the Jews from D. were released and allowed to 
return home. The village council offered the Jews 250 marks for the vacant lot where the 
synagogue stood. They refused. The land was therefore confiscated and Jews were then fined 
70 marks for the rubbish on the land. All the Jews were then forced to sell their houses at fixed 
prices. 
 
40:00  In 1931-1932, there were maybe only two people that actively took part in the 
persecution in D. As time passed, the Nazi brain-washing began to take its toll. People actually 
started to believe that Germany was going to conquer the world. Many people jumped on the 
band-wagon. 
 
42:00  Anti-Semitism and the Nazi "bit" started to really build up in 1929 and 1930. The twelve 
and thirteen year old in 1930 had grown to their late teens and early twenties by 1939. They 
were so brain-washed that they in turn came down on their parents. 
 
43:00  By 1939 many parents were terrified of showing any opposition for fear of being turned 
in by their own children. 
 
44:00  He left Germany in March of 1939. His mother wanted desperately to salvage what was 
left of her earthly belongings. There were delaying tactics on the part of the Nazis. On the one 
hand, they wanted the Jews to get out. On the other hand, with the necessity of obtaining 
permits, they made it very difficult for them to do so. 
 
45:00  He had gone to England in March, and his sisters were in Chicago. They all agreed that 
their mother should leave, too, as soon as possible. He then sent her a telegram to tell her to get 
out. She had her passport, but did not have a permit to obtain her belongings. 
 
46:00  He told her that if she wanted to see her children again that she must get out. He pleaded 
with her and finally she agreed to leave within two days. 
 
47:00  On August 29 she crossed the English Channel. She had made it out of Germany only 
two days before the outbreak of the Second World War. 
 
48:00  Their relatives from Chicago had provided them with affidavits. At this time they could 
not come to America without someone vouching for them. There were more applicants than the 
quota allowed. 
 
49:00  One of the workers was accepting money to falsify documents and switch the numbers 
of those on the waiting list. 
 
50:00  The relatives from Chicago sent over $35,000 to for fourteen people so that they could 
receive a number. 
 
51:00  When he left in March of 1938, he was eighteen and a half years old, on a boat by 
himself, headed for safe soil. 
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52:00  There was music on this boat, none of which was very comforting. The first song was 
the German national anthem. He knew he was still not safe. But once he was transferred to a 
tender, and was on English soil, he "felt free and that was it." 
 
53:00  The Jews knew that those terrible days of November, 1938, meant "the beginning of the 
end." They knew they were finished in Germany. However, they had a 300-400 year history in 
that country and had no idea of the atrocities that were to follow. 
 
54:00  He says the horrible crimes that were committed against the Jews were things that "you 
wouldn't do to an animal." He simply cannot understand how one human being could treat 
another human being like that. To stoop that low is incomprehensible. 
 
55:00  He hopes and prays that history will never again repeat itself in such a horrible way. It is 
up to us to make sure it never happens again- to the Jews or anyone else. 
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