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Tape 1 
 
14:00:47    
Judith Koch is a seventeen-year-old German exchange student.  She lives in a village in 
Germany with a population of about 3,000 to 4,000 people.  Although her father has told her 
much about the Holocaust, most others in the village, including her grandparents, either refuse to 
talk about it or claim that they had no idea what was going on at the time.  For example, she says 
that her grandmother had believed that all of the Jews removed from the village were sent to the 
United States. 
  
14:01:22    
Judith says that her village had many Jews before the Holocaust.  There were three major 
families that had lived in the village for almost 200 years.  Most of  the Jews were rich and, for 
the most part, were quite assimilated into the village.  However, Judith was told that one day all 
of the Jews, except for one woman, were evacuated from the village without any of the German 
villagers knowing what was  to become of the evacuated Jews. 
 
14:01:40    
According to Judith, the only remnant of Jewish history and culture in her village is a cemetery, 
consisting of about 50 or 60 gravestones for 6 or 7 major families.  Although she was told there 
was once a synagogue in the village, the Nazis tore it down in 1939. 
 
14:02:04    
Judith was first made aware of the Holocaust by her parents when she was in 3rd grade.  She had 
also heard about it through television and literature.  Her initial reaction was shock and disbelief. 
Although she did not know everything about the Holocaust, she knew that many people were 
killed, and this bothered her.  She  was also told that one man, namely, Adolf Hitler, was 
responsible.  In 5th and 6th grade, Judith learned more about the Holocaust in the classroom 
through her religious education courses.  In 1980, a movie called "The Holocaust" was 
broadcast, but she did not watch it because her parents had told her it was rather gruesome. 
However, she did see graphic photographs and knew of experiments that went on in the 
concentration camps.   
 
14:03:02    
Judith does not feel responsible for the Holocaust. However, she does think that her father feels 
more responsible because he had been alive at the time and can relate to the situation more 
easily.  Although none of her direct family were involved, she believes her uncles or neighbors 
could have been  responsible.  However, she does not know for sure who really was responsible. 
 
14:03:24    
Judith states that most people do not show signs of regret because most people claim that they 
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had no idea what was going on.  However, she finds this hard to believe, considering the village 
was so small.  She even doubts her grandmother's contention of believing all of the Jews were 
sent to the United States. 
 
14:03:45 
According to Judith, she heard a story about how one supporter of the Nazi army turned in his 
own mother for having doubts about what Hitler was doing.  Judith could not believe someone 
would do that to his own mother.  She states that the loyalty to the Nazi party must have been 
terribly strong. 
 
14:04:13 
Judith has been in high school in the United States for one year.  She says that the major 
difference between the two cultures is that Americans are more materialistic.  She was also 
surprised to see American high school students working during the school year.  She believes 
this helps American students grow up faster than German students.   Judith sees very little 
difference between German and American culture with regard to her social life.   
 
14:04:55 
Judith believes that American patriotism is much different from German patriotism.  She says 
that, although German students still learn about their history and heritage, they question their 
government more because of what had happened in the past.  She does not consider herself to be 
too patriotic, and in fact is often tentative to stand for her anthem, because she knows that it was 
the same anthem that was used 40 years ago by the Nazi party.  She says that she will never be 
able to say that Germany is the greatest, because of what had happened during World War Two.  
However, in Germany's defense, she believes  that Germany will never involve itself in anything 
as terrible as the Holocaust.  She believes the younger generation is not as prejudice and would 
never commit such a crime. 
 
14:05:50    
Judith believes that she carries a burden from the past.  She feels that she must  prove to the 
world that Germans of today are not the evil Nazis of the past.  She wants to go to Israel and help 
Jews.   
 
14:06:36 
Judith says that the reason why Hitler's plan appealed to so many Germans was because the Jews 
were an easy target for society.  The people were jealous of the Jews because they were rich and 
smart.  In addition, the Jews were devoutly involved in their own religion.  Judith remembers her 
grandmother once telling her that, although the Jews appeared to be nice, they were actually 
stealing money from the Germans.  Thus, the  Jews became the scapegoat for society. 
 
14:07:25   
 Judith sees a similar cultural group today in Germany that has become a scapegoat.  She says 
that after World War Two, many Turkish people came to Germany looking for jobs to help 
rebuild the country. However, because of the present economic situation, many Germans are 
discriminating against the Turkish.  Judith claims that, even though the Turks are poor and are 
simply in search for a job, the Germans feel they are a detriment to the country. 
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14:08:20 
Judith says, for example, that even in school, Turkish students cause problems, because they do 
not know the language very well.  However, she believes such discrimination is very different 
from Jewish discrimination in the 1940's.  She, instead, likened it more to the discrimination 
found in the United States with the African Americans. 
 
14:08:51 
Judith does not possess the same feelings of German superiority that had existed in much of the 
population during World War Two.  Although she does sense that some people feel this way, she 
says that most of these people are unemployed and in a bad situation, and thus are looking for 
some type of scapegoat. 
 
14:09:30 
Judith says that, recently, many groups have been writing literature to try and justify or revitalize 
Nazi actions.  However, she says that such groups are ridiculous, and the government is totally 
against them. 
 
14:09:55 
According to Judith, her life feels different without the Jews being in Germany.  She feels a loss. 
Although she cannot predict how the Jews would have affected her, she believes society must 
allow for a variety of people, culture, and ideas such as in the United States.  She says that her 
village is mostly Catholic, with a few Lutherans.  Consequently, until she had studied in the 
United States, her exposure to other religions had been limited.  Judith also mentions that the 
institution of religion in Germany is declining, because society is questioning and challenging 
every institution.  However, she believes religion will become more important in the future. 
 
14:11:15 
Judith states that Germany is quite aware of the role the United States played in helping to 
rebuild Germany after the war.  She tells of how her grandmother received care packages, and 
how she heard of America's effort to rebuild Berlin.  She believes the United States has had quite 
an influence on Germany since the war.  She even contends that Germans and Americans think 
very much alike. 
 
14:11:44 
Judith strongly believes that she would speak up against any person or group of persons in her 
village who would openly attack or discriminate a minority group.  Although she does not feel 
responsible for the Holocaust, she feels a certain sense of responsibility to prevent any similar 
inhumane acts.  She does not blame those during the war who did not speak up. However, she 
does despise those who have the potential to change or affect the attitudes of the young today but 
choose not to speak up. 
 
14:12:42 
Judith contends that the United States has its own forms of prejudice also, especially with regard 
to African Americans.  She can still remember driving through a black neighborhood and being 
told to roll up her window.  She was very surprised.  Judith does not believe discrimination 
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against blacks is justified.  She believes that they were somehow put in such a social situation 
unwillingly. 
 
14:13:40 
Judith does not believe her attitudes towards the Holocaust has changed much, mostly because 
she was taught since her childhood that the Holocaust was an unjustifiable crime.  She regrets 
not having visited a synagogue in the United States, but she was glad that she finally met a Jew.  
 Judith admits that she was scared of the interviewer, because the interviewer was Jewish.  Judith 
did not know whether or not the interviewer would be angry at her for being a German.  
However, she discovered that the interviewer was in fact harmless.  Judith finally suggests that 
perhaps anger did not exist between her and the interviewer, because neither of them  were 
actually physically involved with the Holocaust.   
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