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Sara Eisen was born in 1923 in a small town in Poland about 45 miles from Krakow. She had a 
very nice family life with her parents, two brothers and two sisters. Her father was a tailor. 
When the war started in September 1939, she had graduated from High school, there was no 
college in town and her parents did not have enough money to plan for her to go to college. 
 
After the German occupation, Jews were not allowed to travel, and her father could no longer 
work because he had no customers. She did not look Jewish and went out to get some bread and 
knitted various things for farmers to earn some money. In 1942, the police suddenly came to 
her house and took her and her younger sister away to a labor camp, her mother quickly had to 
bring them some clothes. The oldest sister was allowed to stay home to take care of her weak 
mother. She shows a picture of this sister. A few months later, the mother and older sister were 
taken away. They were never seen again and their fate is not known. Also at that time, her 
father was shot by the Germans. Later, she found out that her two brothers had died in a 
concentration camp of dysentery. She saw their graves after the war. 
 
In the labor camp, were about 220 people who did farm work. After a while, she and another 
girl were assigned to the kitchen where they had vegetables, potatoes and some horse meat. 
They tried particularly to take care of some old and sick people in the camp. They stayed there 
until October 1942 and then were transferred to another camp at Krakow where they worked in 
a printing mill making sweaters for the Germans. Once she was found asleep by a German 
officer who hit her so hard that she had to be taken to a hospital. She lost six teeth but was back 
at work the next morning. Other girls worked in a spinning mill and in the kitchen. She found 
there a second cousin who worked in a tailoring shop and often visited her. 
 
This went on until summer 1943 when she was sent to Auschwitz. The trip took 1 1/2 days in 
overcrowded box cars; they were given water only once and many died. She saw the crematoria 
and smoking chimneys and had heard about the camp. They were taken to barracks and, on the 
first day, were tattooed and shaved. Mostly the blond girls were shaved because they might 
have been mistaken for German girls. They also got soap made from the bodies of dead Jews. It 
was winter and she had only light clothes and a long coat but no underwear or stockings. At 
night there were no blankets and the girls kept each other warm. Once she found a tooth brush 
in the street and all 350 people in the barracks used it. Ten times a day they were taken out and 
counted, some were assigned to work and others to the crematoria. She spent four weeks in 
Auschwitz. On the last day, some people including her were to be taken away. She managed to 
run away and hid in another group but one of that group was taken away to be gassed to make 
up the proper count. The group traveled, again in a box car, to a concentration camp in 
Lichtewerden where they had showers. She worked in a spinning mill, Every day they were 
counted but the supervisors were mostly Czechs and were good to them. There she worked 1 
1/2 years until the end of the war. They were liberated by the Russians who were very nice to 
them and took them to German houses to take anything they needed, but many then died from 
eating too much. She herself then weighed only 68 pounds. 
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The Russians gave them a horse and buggy, but the horse soon died, and they were taken to a 
railroad station and went to Sosnowitz where there was a Jewish mayor and other Jews. Once 
she visited her hometown, but none of her relatives were left. She found her future husband Bill 
whom she had known for some years and shows a 1946 photograph of herself and her husband 
and another with a sister-in-law who had survived in another camp. Then they went to 
Landsberg.  Bill had an uncle in Buffalo and they arrived there in June 1947. 
 
This interview was the first time she had talked about the Holocaust, but she feels much better 
now after having told her story. 
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