
Summary of Oral History Interview with Vera Ellis 
July 1990 

 
Vera Baer Ellis was Born in Beckum in Northwest Germany. She was brought up by her 
grandparents and had a happy childhood. She lived in a small village with a population of about 
2,000 and was the only Jewish child in the school system. Her parents had a dry goods store. 
Both her father and her grandfather served in the German Army in World War One, and she 
shows a photograph of her father in uniform. Her grandparents always had lived in Germany 
and she was raised as a real German. However in 1935 she was told to stay away from school at 
certain times supposedly because of religious instruction by the Nazis. It was then that she 
realized that she was "different." 
 
The store could be kept open only until 1935 and goods could be sold only secretly. In 1937, 
her mother worked for Jewish families. After Crystal Night in 1938, her father and grandfather 
were taken away by the local police but were soon released. There was no synagogue in the 
village, but the Nazis came to their house and broke 52 windows. The store and their furniture 
also were completely destroyed. Their non-Jewish maid stayed with them but then had some 
trouble as result of her sympathy for the family. There was then no electricity and no radio. 
 
In March 1939, when she was 11 years old, she could go to England with a group of several 
boys and girls. There she was taken in by a gentleman as 13th child and she attended a boarding 
school for Jewish children. 
 
Her grandmother had died previously and her grandfather and father were deported apparently 
first to Theresienstadt and then to Riga. She never saw them again. She shows photographs of 
herself from 1934, with her mother and also of the children in England. Her mother managed to 
get to England but was interned for 8 month on the Isle of Man. Subsequently, she worked as a 
housekeeper for various families. 
 
During the "Blitz" her school was evacuated to a boarding school in Cornwall where she stayed 
until 1944. After that, she had various jobs. 
 
In March 1947, she came to Buffalo where she had relatives. Her father had an affidavit in 1939 
but never got out of Germany. She talks about her grandfather who always stressed that he was 
German and who did not like Jews who looked different. Her husband is a survivor of the 
concentration camp Bergen-Belsen. 
 
She told her children about her experiences. Although she herself never was in a concentration 
camp, she feels as if she had been in one all by herself. 
 
In 1979 she felt she had to visit her hometown, but it was a very traumatic experience. Now, 
she talks about the events in her life to let people know. 
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