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Mitchell Falenski was born in Warsaw, Poland, into a close-knit middle class family: parents, 
one brother and one sister. His father had a dry goods store. He shows a 1939 high school 
photograph of himself. When the Germans entered Warsaw, he was forced to do useless busy 
work until 1941/42 when the ghetto walls were built. They had to live with 13 to 14 people per 
room. In the ghetto, there were not only Warsaw Jews but also Jews from elsewhere and of 
other nationalities. There was no medical care, no schools and little food. Children who did not 
look Jewish could manage to go out and smuggle in some food. Some of his father's former 
customers tried to help but that was very difficult. Because of lack of food and poor sanitary 
conditions, there was a lot of sickness, and many people died. In 1942, he was taken to a 
concentration camp in Szamos and a year later to Majdanek. At the time when he left the 
ghetto, his parents were still healthy, but he never saw them again. 
 
In the camp, he again had to do hard and senseless labor. There was little food, and he lost a lot 
of weight but was lucky never to get sick. Later he and others had to clean empty houses, throw 
out and burn old furniture. He recalls one particularly horrible episode. Once they found crying 
babies who had been left by their parents in the hope that someone would find and save them. 
The supervising soldiers, not SS men, threw them against the walls and killed them. In the 
mornings, all camp inmates felt their feet swollen since swelling was a sign of being unable to 
work and was cause for immediate gassing. At that time, he did not know about the medical 
experiments that were performed at Majdanek, but sometimes he had to help remove the dead 
bodies. The majority of the people in the barracks were Jews but there also were some others. 
The inmates stopped thinking much about anything but they supported each other. Later, he 
worked as an electrician in the machine shop of a nearby munitions factory, although he had no 
previous training. He still has a scar from being hit on the head by a supervisor. His head split 
but there was no medical help. A fellow prisoner, apparently a medical student, bandaged him, 
and he was back at work the next day. He had nightmares until about six years ago. 
 
In the camp, they somehow received secret messages and were aware about the progress of the 
war. Later, he was transferred to a munitions factory in Czestochowa together with some 
friends with whom he is still together in Buffalo. At that job, he had to handle various supplies 
and had a better chance to find some food. When the Russians approached, the Germans left 
and offered to take the inmates along to "save them from the Russians." Those who did go were 
later found killed, but he fortunately decided to stay. 
 
In 1945, the camp was liberated by the Russians. Some were very nice but others expressed 
surprise that the Germans had not killed them all. He shows a shirt that he made from rags in 
the camp and a photographs of himself in an American army coat supplied by U.N.R.R.A. at 
that time, he weighed about 100 pounds. He found a job as a reporter for a Polish Government 
newspaper in Lublin, one of two Jews. Also at that time, he met his wife and got married. One 
day, he was shot in the abdomen by an antisemite who also was opposed to the Government. He 
was taken to a Catholic hospital and suspects that they would have killed him in the operating 
room. However, he was rescued by some soldiers who took him to an army hospital where he 
was operated. 
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Then, he went to Breslau, now Wroclaw, and shortly thereafter in 1947 to Sweden with his wife 
and daughter. There, he received training as a machinist. His parents died in the Warsaw ghetto, 
but he has no details. Apparently, there are no other close relatives surviving. His wife had 
relatives in Buffalo from before he was who made arrangements for the family to settle there. In 
Buffalo, he worked as a machinist first for Curtis-Wright and later in maintenance for Roswell 
Park Memorial Hospital from where he will return shortly. He does not talk much about his 
experiences and his daughter. She knows only part of the story. However, he feels that it is 
important for the younger generation to know and not to forget. 
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