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Judith Fenyavesi was born June 8, 1923 in Salonta, Romania and was the middle child of three 
girls.  Her father was a pharmacist and her mother a teacher of piano and French. She grew up in 
a loving Jewish family, where there was little practice of faith. In grammar school, she received a 
religious education, and the rabbi encouraged her to become religious. She shows several 
photographs of her family. 
 
After eight years in school, she and her sisters were sent to a Catholic boarding school because 
of antisemitism in the public schools. There, she was strongly attracted to the Catholic faith. Her 
father knew what was happening in Germany and Europe.  An uncle from Budapest had gone to 
Australia, and her family planned to go there too. They got everything ready, but her father was 
not allowed to sell the pharmacy to obtain the necessary funds and felt that they were trapped. In 
1938, the children and her mother were baptized, as was done by many to save themselves, but 
her father found it difficult to take this step at that time.  Instead, her father converted in 1940.  
 
After graduation from high school, she wanted to become a physician but was not accepted 
because of the quota system against Jews. In 1941, she went to a school for social work operated 
by the Sisters for Social Work in Cluj. Soon, this area was taken over by Hungary where the 
conditions at that time were even worse. She completed her training in twelve months and then 
visited Catholic people in small villages in Transylvania as social worker.  
 
Her father was greatly disturbed by the events and died in 1942 at the age of 52. He had sold the 
pharmacy in Hungary, but it then was no longer possible to leave. The German army came to 
Hungary in March 1944, and under the “Jewish Law,” they were considered Jewish.  She had 
heard about deportations but not about the gassing until much later.  Jews, with the exception of 
certain clergy, had to wear the yellow star and live in ghettos. There was no ghetto in her small 
town, but the Jews had to stay at home except for a brief daily period allowed for shopping. She 
could live in the convent but wanted to leave to be with her mother. 
 
A priest visited her mother and said she should stay and become a sister to be safe. She had this 
idea earlier but had not followed through because she thought it would be too hard for her 
mother to accept. The convent was willing to shelter her mother and her sister, but they were 
afraid to go into hiding. 
 
On June 8, 1944, they were taken to the ghetto in Oradea, where Judith managed to visit her 
mother for the last time.  On June 27, her mother, her two sisters and her grandmother were 
deported to Auschwitz, and none of them survived. She shows several more pictures from before 
the war. Finally, in 1945, she became a sister in the order of the Sisters of Social Service.  In 
1951, she was arrested by the Communists as part of their efforts to suppress religion.  She had 
to spend ten years in prison. She then stayed in Romania until 1963, when she had a chance to 
come to Buffalo to join the local Sisters of Social Service. She hopes that the memories of the 
loved ones and their suffering was not in vain and that new life and peace will come out of the 
events of the Holocaust. 
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