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                      ROSA NISSENHOLZ --UWRF 
 
Ctr. 
0000 Introduction by Dr. Feinstein 
 
0095 Rosa Nissenholz is from Grobrovo, Poland.  Her city was in a 
     tri-city area.  It was an industrial city, with coal mines and 
     other industries. 
 
0170 Before September 1, 1939, she was a normal schoolgirl.  She 
     lived with her parents and her older brother.  She was 14 in 
     1939.  She had finished seven years of public school. 
 
0310 Her town was ten miles from the German border.  The Germans 
     just marched in.  She remembers it was on a Friday, and she 
     remembers standing on the street, watching them come in. 
     There was no fighting.  The people thought that life would go 
     on as normal, but of course they were wrong.   Rumors soon 
     started.   People thought that the blitzkrieg style of war 
     would mean it would all be over in a few weeks. 
 
0420 Things were pretty normal for the first couple of months. 
     Then all the Jews were required to sew yellow stars onto the 
     front and back of all their clothing.   A couple of months 
     after that, the anti-semitic programs started:  there was a 
     curfew after 8 pm, and Jews couldn~t go to public school.  The 
     Germans came to the Jewish homes and took all the brass that 
     they had.  They also took anything of value.  She remembers 
     that her mother hid a couple of rings in the coal bin, but she 
     is sure someone found the rings. 
 
0555 This was the winter of 1939-1940.  The people didn't know much 
     about what was going on.  They only heard rumors that things 
     would soon be back to normal. 
 
0630 She wishes that someone had come to them and told them to pack 
     up and leave, that everything would be terrible.  Then maybe 
     more people would have fled and survived. 
 
0670 They began to hear that people were being taken to work in 
     Germany.  In January of 1940, the Germans came to her house 
     and took her. 
 
0735 She found herself on a train.  She was taken to Greenberg, 
     Germany.   She was 15 and a half by this time.  A thousand 
     girls from her tri-city area were taken there. 
 
0810 They were taken to a textile factory in Greenberg.  They were 
     put in barracks.  They were brought to Germany to replace the 
     German working men, who were now soldiers on the front.  There 
     were originally the thousand girls there; later, there were 
     2000. 
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0880 She basically enjoyed the work at the factory, although she 
  
     thinks that may be because she had no other choices.   The 
     barracks were very bare.   The beds were made of  straw. 
     Luckily, when she had gotten on the train in Poland, she found 
     a small suitcase her mother had somehow gotten on the train 
     for her, so she had some personal belongings. 
 
0940 After the first day, her mind went blank.  She can't remember 
     thinking about how she got there, or why.  She was in shock. 
     All the other girls were too.  For the four years there, none 
     of the girls had their periods, because they were in such 
     shock. 
 
1050 Everyday they were marched to the factory by armed guards. 
     The work was very hard.  She doesn~t know now how she was able 
     to do it.  At first she was in the spinning department.  They 
     had to carry lots of heavy spools, and tend the machines, and 
     carry the finished spools of thread. 
 
1150 She visited a factory in Sweden after the war, and saw that 
     three people did the work that she had to do herself at the 
     factory.  They had to do this heavy labor with very little 
     food.  For breakfast they got "ersatz" (imitation) coffee and 
     a small piece of bread.  For lunch, they got a big bowl of 
     beet or fish soup.  For dinner, it was bread and coffee again. 
     This was all the food they got to do twelve hours of heavy 
     labor. 
 
1280 She thinks they survived by become robots.  They worked very 
     hard, and they were always hungry.   She worked the night 
     shift. 
 
1350 They were allowed to write postcards home, but only in German. 
     They could also receive postcards from family, if they were 
     written in German.  They worked every day but Sunday. 
 
1400 When people ask her what it was like in the camp, she tells 
     them that the prisoners had no radio, no newspapers, no books, 
     no paper -- no contact to the outside world.  People don't 
     believe her.  She doesn't blame them.  People can't believe 
     that people could treat other human beings so inhumanely.  She 
     thinks the Germans are intelligent people, but they had their 
     "Master Plan" for the Jews because of the Jews' religious 
     beliefs.   She can't understand,  because the Germans had 
     similar beliefs as Lutherans. 
 
1530 She could never figure out why the Germans wanted to kill all 
     the Jews. 
 
1550 On Sunday, the prisoners would lie in their bunks and talk 
     about their lives before the war.  Then they would talk about 
     food.  She thinks it somehow made them feel a little better, 
     even though they were so hungry.  They never wondered about 
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     why they were there. 
 
1650 She was in the camp with some German girls whose families had 
     not been Jewish for five generations, but somehow the Germans 
     found out that in their past, they were Jewish, and so they 
     sent them to camps. 
 
1700 The prisoners would hope that in the future there would be no 
     more wars. 
 
1730 One day a German girl asked how far their camp was from a 
     certain town.  The guards took this to mean she was intending 
     to escape, so they shaved off her hair.  Otherwise, the girls 
     were allowed to wear their own clothes.  They did steal yarns 
     and  such  from  the  factory,  and  made  some  things  for 
     themselves.  They also got the postcards from their families, 
     but the messages were very simple. 
 
1770 One summer Sunday, feeling sentimental, she wrote home, ~The 
     sun is shining, but not for us."  The Germans brought here in, 
     beat her and asked her why she wrote that. 
 
1815 Six months after she was taken away, her brother, who was 
     eight years older than she, was taken to a men's forced labor 
     camp.  The men had to work much harder than the women. 
 
1870 The worst thing was to get sick in the camp.   There was a 
     German woman who was there overseer, and there was also a 
     "nurse."   If they went to the nurse with an ailment, the 
     nurse's  pat  answer was  that  she  suffered  from the  same 
     ailment.  There was no medicine in the camp.  If someone got 
     really sick, they were sent away.  She was lucky; in her four 
     years there, she never got really sick.  She got a cold or 
     two, but she always went to work. 
 
1930 At one point, in 1943 she knows now, the town she came from 
     was  rounded  up  and  sent  to  Auschwitz.    It  was  made 
     "Judenrein."  She knew then only because the postcards from 
     home stopped coming.   Otherwise, they didn't know anything 
     about what was happening outside the camp. 
 
2005 One day, she thinks in 1943, they were marching to the factory 
     when they saw a line of planes fly by.  She now thinks they 
     may have been British or American planes on a bombing run. 
     Because she worked at night, she had to sit out some air 
     raids.  The prisoners would wish that the planes would drop 
     some bombs on the town.  No one thought that maybe they might 
     be killed. 
 
2050 Life had no meaning for them anymore.   It was just a daily 
     cycle of activities.  Many times she would walk back in the 
     winter with wet hair, hoping she might get a cold and die. 
     She didn't care if she lived or not. 
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2110 One day the Germans came (it must have been in 1945, she says) 
     and told the prisoners to put on warmer clothes and gather up 
 
     anything they wanted to take with them, because they were 
     going to another camp to work. 
 
2170 She complains: the worst criminal in the U.S. have radios and 
     libraries.  The prisoners in Germany were never treated like 
     humans.  They weren't living behind bars, but it was worse. 
     She can't understand how anyone could be so cruel. 
 
2240 This was how she lived to four years -- she says she wasn't 
     really alive during this time. 
 
2250 They dressed warmly the day they were to leave.  They started 
     marching.  They didn't know where they were going.  Those four 
     weeks were worse for her than the four years in the camp. 
     They marched in the forests, in the winter.  They would stop 
     at farms each night.   If the farmers were nice, they could 
     sleep in the barns.   Otherwise, they had to sleep on the 
     ground.  For food, they had snow, and potatoes fixed for them 
     by the farmers each night.  Some girls at the food for the 
     cows at the farms, but they would get very sick and would not 
     been seen again.  Just before they left on the march, 1000 
     more girls had been brought to the camp, so there were 2000 
     girls on the march. 
 
2370 They marched for one month.  Finally they came to a railroad 
     station.  For the first time, they saw Germans running for the 
     trains.   They didn't know that it was because the Russians 
     were advancing and the Germans were  fleeing them.   The 
     prisoners were put in cattle cars and brought to the "big 
     paradise" -- Bergen-Belsen. 
 
2415 There were masses of people there.   Maybe 100,000.   (Dr. 
     Feinstein tells her there were 80,000.)  There were rows and 
     rows of barracks.  They were put into a barrack.  The people 
     were packed in like sardines.  There were no bunks; they had 
     to sleep on the floor. 
 
2490 When they had left the first camp, they were allowed to take 
     any personal belongings they wanted to.  She had her family 
     photos and her postcards.   But along the way, she had to 
     discard them because it was too much to carry.   She had 
     nothing left.  She didn't take her shoes off at all on the 
     march, because if she did, they were so waterlogged that she 
     would never have been able to put them on again. 
 
2520 She describes Bergen-Belsen as hell on earth.   There were 
     waves of people.   People died by the thousands every day. 
     They got a bowl of soup for food each day.  The prisoners in 
     the camp didn't work.  Instead, everyday, they had to go out 
     and line up in the winter weather, and be counted several 
     times by the guards.  She thinks this was to give the guards 
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     something to do.  If someone fell, they were beaten. 
 
2610 She doesn't know how to describe the camp.  She compares the 
 
     march to the marches the Japanese forced captured American 
     soldiers to go on.  There was a little cold running water for 
     cleaning.   The bathroom was a cesspit outside with planks 
     across it.  If someone fell in, they would die.  Everyone was 
     sick; diseases like typhoid fever were rampant.  She got sick, 
     too.  She survived by shear luck and divine grace.  If people 
     died in the barracks,  their bodies would  just lie there 
     because everyone was too sick to drag the dead bodies out. 
     They would have to crawl over dead bodies to get out of the 
     barracks.  She remembers crawling out for fresh air. 
 
2725 While outside, she would see Germans pass by the camp, driving 
     truckload after truckload of dead bodies and human bones.  She 
     didn't know where they were taking them.  This was in February 
     of 1945. 
 
2770 One night, she came down with typhoid and other illnesses. 
     Her legs swelled to enormous size.  She, like everyone else, 
     had violent dysentery.  She had a friend there who had been 
     with her in the labor camp who tended to her while she was 
     ill.  People were dying everyday.  A couple of weeks before 
     the end, there was no food or water anymore.  They would drink 
     water from the cesspools, which made them even sicker.  She 
     tells people who ask her how she survived that a human being 
     can survive a lot. 
 
2870 One day, one prisoner came and told them that the gates to the 
     camp were open.  It was true.  A day or so later, the English 
     soldiers came in and liberated them.  She remembers a doctor 
     telling her in German that they would take care of her.  They 
     took the sick people to a makeshift hospital. 
 
2950 One day, the British asked her if she would like to go to 
     Sweden.  She said yes.  She knew that her parents had gone. 
     She also learned from another prisoner who had been in another 
     camp with her brother that her brother had gotten sick and 
     died.  So she went to Sweden.  On the boat there, they wanted 
     to  amputate part of  her  foot because  she had developed 
     gangrene from the march to Bergen-Belsen, but she wouldn't let 
     them.  She thinks the Swedish are the nicest people in the 
     world.   They took in huge numbers of sick people from the 
     camps.  She came in June.  They opened up their schools and 
     turned them into temporary hospitals.   The Swedish people 
     would volunteer their time to come and sit by the sides of the 
     patients beds, begging them to eat so that they could build 
     their strength back up. 
 
3050 She was in the hospital for seven months.  She could walk. 
     She had all sorts of problems.  She had another infection, 
     besides the typhoid, in her face.  The doctor told her he was 
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     going to try a new treatment on her - penicillin.   It was 
     still very crude and painful, but it cured her infection. 
 
3110 It was the Swedish who showed her that there were still human 
 
     beings in the world.   She can~t understand why the Germans 
     would want to destroy a whole race of people. 
 
3160 After a few months in Sweden, she began to feel better.  The 
     Swedish people gave of themselves selflessly.  The government 
     gave the patients food, health care, even spending money.  She 
     remembers thinking that there would indeed be no more wars. 
 
3230 She feels there is a lesson to be learned -- never let one 
     part of a crowd get so powerful that it rules over other human 
     beings.  This is the most dangerous thing.  The world is big 
     enough for everybody to live, to eat, and to worship as they 
     choose.  She reminds us that 6,000,000 Jews died in the camps, 
     and she hopes that her generation and other generations will 
     never let this happen again. 
 
3320 Q:  What anti-semitic activities was she aware of before the 
     war? 
 
     A:  The Poles were very anti-semitic.  The Poles are taught 
     that the Jews are inhuman, and that everything bad is there 
     fault.   The children are taught in the churches that Jews 
     killed Jesus.   Educated people know differently, but Poles 
     were very uneducated.   The Jewish tradition is that all 
     children should be educated. 
 
3460 In the years before 1935, the Polish government couldn't be 
     very anti-semitic because the Prime Minister,  Pilsutski, 
     wouldn~t allow it.  But after his death in 1935, things became 
     bad.  They outlawed the rules of kashrut.  Poles would stand 
     in front of Jewish stores and tell people not to go in and buy 
     anything.  The Jews were primarily merchants because they were 
     never able to get jobs in the factories and industries.  Jews 
     couldn't go into the Polish public schools.  In the town next 
     to her,  there was a public school that was predominantly 
     Jewish, because a Jewish businessman gave the money for it. 
     Jews wanting a higher education had to go abroad. 
 
3620 Her father was a working man.  The Jews were poor shoemakers 
     and the like.  Jews couldn't own big businesses.  There was a 
     Jewish owned sawmill, and her father worked there. 
 
TAPE 2 
0000 Her father's job was to buy forests and hire men to cut timber 
     for the saw mill.  But in 1937-38, anti-semitism got so bad 
     that the sawmill lost its contracts, and so her father lost 
     his job.  They survived because her mother was very frugal, 
     and had saved enough money for them to get by. 
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0320 The Poles were just as bad in some ways as the Germans.  If 
     the Jews tried to go somewhere after curfew, the Poles would 
     turn them in.  She has no desire now to go to Poland.  The 
     Polish government has given her house away.  As late as last 
     year, a friend of hers went to Poland and tried to see her 
 
     childhood home, but the Polish woman living there wouldn't 
     even let her in. 
 
0400 Last year she heard the true story of five brothers who 
     survived the camps.  They came home, and the Poles killed them 
     all.   She thinks that if the Poles were taught more, they 
     would be more open.   In small towns, Jewish homes would be 
     burned.  Her non-Jewish schoolmates were nice to her before 
     the war, but no one offered to help hide the family after the 
     war broke out. 
 
0545 Q:   Did you know about Hitler before the war? 
 
     A:   No, she didn't.  She was a young schoolgirl.  She didn't 
     know much.  She doesn't remember hearing her parents discuss 
     it at all.  Schoolchildren then were not as sophisticated as 
     they are now. 
 
0655 Q:   Where you able to find out what happened to your parents? 
 
     A:   In 1943, the Germans came and took all the Jews left in 
     the city and sent them to Auschwitz.  They went straight to 
     the gas chambers, she thinks.  Her brother got sick and died 
     in a camp. 
 
0770 Q:   Are you enjoying good health now? 
 
     A:   For the most part.  She was in Sweden for one and a half 
     years, seven months in the hospital and then in a convalescent 
     home.   She thinks the Swedish are the best people in the 
     world,  next to the Americans.   She considers herself an 
     American.  She's lived in the U.S. longer than she lived in 
     Poland, and her memories of Poland are not very good.  She 
     says the Poles are not as bad as the Germans, but she can't 
     say that all the Germans believed in the Master Plan.  There 
     were a few Poles that helped the Jews, but not enough. 
 
0880 Q:   Can you relate what happened to your husband in the war? 
 
     A:   Her husband is from Eastern Poland, near the USSR border. 
     They met in St. Paul after the war, in night school.  When she 
     got to the US, she tried going to high school, but it didn't 
     work.  She wanted to work, but her nerves were shot and she 
     couldn't concentrate.  It was a tremendous change to come to 
     America, but a change for the better. 
 
1090 Q:  What brought you to America? 
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     A:   There  is  an  organization  called  the  Jewish  World 
     Congress.  On Sundays in Sweden, these people would come and 
     ask the refugees where they were from and where they had 
     family.  She met a Germany couple through this organization 
     that wanted her to stay and live with them.  She knew she had 
     family in America, but she didn't know where.  The J.W.C. put 
 
     an add in a U.S. Jewish newspaper for her.  A friend of her 
     relatives saw it and told the relatives.  They got in touch 
     with her, and they got her the papers she needed to come to 
     America. 
 
1390 Her husband's part of Poland was taken over by the USSR.  He 
     was taken into the Red Army.  When the Russians advanced into 
     Germany, he was able to get into a displaced persons' camp. 
     He came to the U.S. in 1946.  She came in 1947. 
 
1480 Q:   What members of the family did your husband lose? 
 
     A:   He was the only survivor of a family of seven children. 
     He survived because he was in the Red Army.  The rest died 
     after the Germans invaded the rest of Poland.  Their city was 
     made  into  a  ghetto,  and  then  they were  shipped  to  an 
     extermination camp.   She guesses it may have been Midanig, 
     since that was the camp closest to their town.  Her mother was 
     also one of seven children, and none survived.  She has two 
     cousins.  One made it to Palestine after being in the camps. 
     He is still in Israel.  Two of her mother's brothers went to 
     France after World War I.  They married two Polish sisters. 
     One couple had a child.  The uncle who had the child survived 
     the war; he died in 1953.  The uncle~s daughter was hidden by 
     the French during the war. 
 
1630 Q:   Have you had any contact with the girls from the camp? 
 
     A:   She's met several along the years.  Some live in Toronto 
     now.  In Florida there is an organization of people from here 
     area.  They had a convention, so she saw many people from the 
     town and the camp.   There is one girl in Des Moines, IA. 
     Several are now in Israel. 
 
1755 Q:   Is there a common feeling among the survivors? 
 
     A:   Yes.   There are several survivors in the Twin Cities 
     area.  If they meet somewhere, they will inevitably talk about 
     the camps.  They hope no one will forget, and they hope it 
     will never happen again. 
 
1850 Q:   Do you get emotional over the status of people in Africa? 
 
     A:   Yes.  Why aren't people treated like humans?  There is no 
     reason for people to be starving in Ethiopia; they should be 
     able to eat and work.  She feels it all starts with education. 
     Even colored people in America need to be forced to go to 
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     school.   Now,  the newest generation of colored people in 
     America are beginning to demand more.  She thinks the first 
     thing to do is abolish the UN; she doesn~t see that it's done 
     any good for anyone.  She would also end welfare. 
 
2380 She has three children: two daughters and a son. 
 
2405 Q:   What would the condition be of Jews in Europe of Hitler 
     hadn't happened? 
 
     A:   She wouldn~t be in America.  People would have generally 
     gone on with their lives.  Those with better education would 
     have gone on to bigger and better things. 
 
2530 Q:   What do you feel about the Palestinians? 
 
     A:   She's been to Israel four times.  The first time she came 
     away wishing people would live in peace.  She says she can't 
     think why Arabs can't live in peace with the Israelis.  The 
     Israelis are willing to share their knowledge.  The Arabs, she 
     thinks, don't want peace.  (Becomes a dialogue with Nissenholz 
     and an unseen questioner, presumably a Palestinian.) 
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