
 
 
     Summary of Interview with 
      Alfred Lipson (QCC) 
 
 
 Born in Poland . His father was an industrialist and his family 
made plans for him to travel and study. He graduated in 1939. 
 
 His home town had 35,000 jews out of about 120,000. The jews 
were religious and middle class. His family was from Radom. Paternal 
grandparents were from a town  near Warsaw. His grandfather was the 
chief Rabbi of Poland. His name was Elias Lipson. As a young boy 
going to movies with his mother he noticed his mother's fur coat 
was slit with razor blades. He also experienced anti-semitism from 
so-called christian gangs.. 
 
 As a boy, he read the newspaper from Poland and Germany. He 
knew about the war before it was announced because the Jewish 
quarters were bombed. 
 
 The radio called on all able bodied men to go and join the 
Polish army divisions because they knew that the Poles could not 
withstand the German panzer.His father and brother decided to go to 
eat. All did not want to join the army, some wanted to escape. They 
decided they would escape and they would go to the Vistula river. 
Polish soldiers, however, had the same idea and they took Alfred's 
father's horse and buggy. 
 
 They were going to try and cross at a northern point. His 
father woke him at three a.m. and said that a bomb was about to 
destroy the building they were in. .A few minutes later a bomber 
flew over and blew up the building. Those who were warned but did 
not leave were killed. They got to the Vistula and the Germans were 
already there. Then they went to the grandparents town and the 
Germans were there as well.  
 
 Alfred was 18  years old and spoke to a German soldier. Polish 
soldiers started yelling at the Germans and the first battle began. 
They stayed in their Grandmothers' house. 
 
 The Germans won the battle in about 45 minutes. Alfred's family 
said goodbye and left to try and escape from town before the Germans 
surrounded it. 
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 Sept 1939 - - They were very hot as they were leaving their 
grandparents town. Out of nowhere, Germans were surrounding them. 
They were put on a truck with other  Jewish civilians. 
 
 They went to camp where Jewish civilians were separated from 
Polish POW's.  
 
 There was a fight between and jews and a Polish officer about 
the jews cleaning up their own feces with something other than their 
hands. He tried not to touch it with his fingers but a German 
officer saw him and stuck him in his butt with his bayonet.All of 
this happened on the night of Rash ashanna(sp). His relative 
smuggled some water and food in to them. They shared it .  
 
 His father was separated from him and he's taken to another 
place near his hometown. Jews at this place stayed until Yom Kippur 
and slept in stables . 
 
 Yom Kippur, 1939, hadn't worked all this time they were there.  
Jews weren't permitted to hold services. Synagogues were turned 
into stables  met in homes to hold Yom Kippur services. However, 
the Poles had informed the SS about who was holding Yom Kippur 
services. Those homes were raided and those participating were taken 
to labor camps.  
 
 An SS man tried to force a Jew to eat pork on Yom Kippur. 
Finally he lost his patience and shot the man, leaving him with a 
sausage sticking out of his mouth. 
 
 The chairman of the Jewish Community was named Silverburg. He 
was the subject of "execution games" played by the S.S.They put him 
up against the wall and shot at him.  
 
 Alfred was at this place for about two weeks. 
 
 Peter Frankfurt was Alfred's fiance's uncle.  He had a 
daughter who flirted with an SS guard. She started a romance with 
him and she was allowed to leave the camp, etc.  She asked if Alfred 
could leave with her and her father the officer allowed it. They 
went back to their hometown and Alfred was reunited with his father, 
who had also just been released.  
 
 Conditions at home were bad. There was little food. All the 
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Jewish bakeries were shut down. Only Christian bakers were allowed 
to operate. Jews were beaten up as they stood in long lines at the 
Christian bakers. Jewish woman stayed in line all night because 
they were not beaten up. 
 
 The SS made them spit, beat, and hit each other for games. 
That's why the Jewish men had to stay in hiding for fear of 
brutality. They were in Radam until 1941 when they were ordered to 
go to a ghetto. 
 
 August 1942- deportation or resettlement. He worked in a 
munitions factory outside of town. His future father in law taught 
him accounting because he knew German the bookkeeping had to be in 
Germany. 
 
  The Persian he worked for took him in. He was German commissar 
who had a furniture manufacturing store and he wanted Alfred to 
stay on. This probably saved his life and that of his family. 
 
 During the 1942 deportations, he and his family were hidden 
away in the factory while 30 of the 35,000 of Radam were taken away 
and the other 5,000 were laboring. Later Alfred met a man who said 
that all 30,000 had been gassed to death at Treblinka. The man had 
hidden under a railroad cart. Alfred did not want to believe this 
and he did not really believe it until two years later.  
 
 They assigned the 5,000 to a smaller portion of the ghetto. 
Alfred's boss asked him to come back even though he had threatened 
to kill him for hiding in his factory. Eventually, Alfred went back 
to his old job. The boss came in and attacked him with the butt of 
a gun. Alfred broke his elbow. Later he went back to work at the 
munitions factory. 
 
 As soon as the Germans occupied they immediately began to 
discriminate. 
 
  -- No school for Jewish children 
   
 
Alfred taught his two sisters Latin and algebra. They also invited 
others to the illegal classes. 
 
 The 5,000 were left to be used as an armament camp for the 
Germans. Jewish goods and furniture were sold on the open market to 

https://collections.ushmm.org 
Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection



the Poles. 
 
Tape Two: 
 
 Now, Alfred has a job as treasurer of the money which is taken 
from jews.  The SS told him that if they found any US currency to 
separate it and put it into drawers. He estimated hundreds of 
thousands of dollars and feels it was a miracle they allowed him, 
a witness to this theft, to live.  
 
 In 1943 in Radom there was an ordinance that all jews connected 
with Palestine should register with the SS, because there would be 
an exchange with the British for German POW's in Palestine and in 
England. 
 
 William Bloom{ ??} collected the U.S. dollars from the drawer 
and people were complaining because they weren't registered. So , 
Bloom made connections and registered them to the Jewish chief of 
the labor camp. The chief committed suicide. 
 
 A year later, Alfred met Bloom when he became head of Bloom's 
furniture office . He worried that Bloom would recognize him . He 
didn't. After the war Bloom was tried and hanged. 
 
 All those who first appeared on the SS Palestine list were 
left alive. Others were taken to Treblinka and gassed . 
 
 Alfred went to work as a bookkeeper for an SS officer. Just 
when deportations were happening, he told the officer that his 
family was on a train for deportation and the officer got them off 
the train.  
 
 Feb. 7, 1943, he set a date to marry his fiance; but a week 
before the wedding he is called to help another SS  officer. He 
comes back with SS approval to take a week off for his marriage. It 
was a joyous occasion when he married Carol.  
 
 As a bookkeeper it kept him fed, clean, and better off than 
most. His wife joined him as a secretary. His wife learned German 
within days , lasted until January 1944. 
  
 Soon, however, they moved to another camp where there striped 
suits and no civilian clothes. 
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 Their health deteriorated because of a starvation diet. 
Russians were approaching closer so Germans tried to remove evidence 
of their crimes.  
 
 Large fences were built to shield the public from what they 
were doing. They burned corpses and sprinkled the ashes all over 
the forests. If you couldn't work anymore you would be executed.  
None of them survived that had the task of digging up corpses.Thus 
Ukrainians were given the assignment.  
 
 March 21, 1943- Example of  a German Crime---- 
  Those who had been on the list for transfer to Palestine( 
professionals only) were taken to a cemetery and shot. The 
Ukrainians and the Germans did the shooting. 
 
 Germans decided to evacuate the inmates from the camp. They 
marched 3000 down the main street of Radom.  
 
 He saw the faces of the general public. Most ridiculed them. 
Some, however, showed sympathy. If anyone escaped the rest of that 
persons family would have immediately been shot. 
 
 This was the last he saw of his hometown. The sick who could 
not talk were taken into the woods and shot. 
 

https://collections.ushmm.org 
Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection




