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2:20 
Jack was born on August 8, 1915 in a city in Poland named 
"Chestachov".  His parents and his three sisters were killed in the 
Holocaust.  They lived in a poor neighborhood.  His father owned a 
flea market.  He had a lot of uncles, nieces, and family also living 
in "Chestachov".  They were all killed in the Holocaust. 
 
3:12 
While he was growing up, Jack worked to help his parents get by 
since they were very poor.  There were a total of six children in 
his family.  They all lived in a two room house.  In 1939 the 
Germans invaded "Chestachov". 
 
3:45 
On Fridays and Saturdays, the Germans would come into "Chestachov" 
in numerous cars and beat and kill Jews. 
 
4:15 
One Monday the Germans took a lot of people (mostly men) to a field.  
They made them lie face down on the ground and then killed many of 
them.  Those who were still alive were taken to a "big place" for 
eight days and then let go.  This became known as "Bloody Monday". 
 
4:58 
The people of "Chestachov" thought they knew what was going on in 
Germany in 1937.  They thought the Germans were taking the Jews 
away to "work or something".  They didn't realize they were being 
killed.  In spite of everything, they were still optimistic at this 
time. 
 
6:00  
In 1941, Jack was walking in the street and the Germans picked him 
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up and put him in a freight train.  The soldiers who picked him up 
told him he was going to work and had nothing to fear.  He believed 
them.  This was the first time he was separated from his family.  
At this point, Jack goes back to 1939.  He recalls that when the 
Germans first entered "Chestechov" in 1939 he thought of running 
away.  He didn't because he thought he'd never survive if he tried.  
The following Monday was "Bloody Monday". 
 
 
7:24 
Six months later the Germans established headquarters in 
"Chestechov" and made the Jews wear arm bands.  Jack says that life 
became difficult.  At this time, the Germans also put all of the 
Jews of "Chestechov" into a ghetto.  Jack was frustrated in the 
ghetto because he couldn't go out into the city. 
 
8:40 
Jack now goes back to 1941.  The freight car took him to "Looblin" 
and then "Cheechanov".  Jack thought it was really bad there because 
there was nothing to eat and no medical care.  In "Cheechanov", 
Jack was put to work.  He had to dig in chest-high water.  Every 
time he put the shovel down to dig, he would have to put his face 
in the water.  Both old and young people were forced to work.  
According to Jack, people died all of the time because there was 
nothing to eat and no medical care.   
 
9:24 
After two months, Jack was moved to another job site in "Cheechanov" 
which was worse.  He was now in a field with lots of trees.  
Everyday, the Germans would tell some of the prisoners to run into 
the forest and then shoot them in the back while they were running.  
The Germans also had dogs which would tear up prisoners on command. 
 
10:12 
Jack isn't sure how he survived.  He attributes his survival to 
luck and youth.  Because they were close to the Russian border, 
Jack says it was very cold.  At night, after work, his clothes 
would be drenched from the rain and snow.  He, and all of the other 
prisoners, slept in a burnt building with no roof that was once a 
synagogue.  Every morning there were a few dead people on the floor 
of the synagogue.  Jack says he would get up, go to work, and leave 
the dead prisoners lying on the floor.  After three months, Jack 
decided to attempt an escape with two or three other prisoners.  
They successfully escaped. 
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11:52 
It was still winter when they escaped.  They traveled mostly through 
the forest.  They went into a little town seeking food and shelter, 
but the people of the town were afraid to house them or feed them 
at their own tables.  They did, however, bring Jack and the other 
escaped prisoners food to eat outside.  It took Jack and the 
prisoners two weeks to get back to "Chestechov".  When he did arrive 
home, his parents were still there. 
 
12:25 
In 1942, the Germans decreased the size of the Jewish ghetto in 
"Chestechov" from seven blocks to two blocks.  There were now eight 
to ten people living in one room and many families living in one 
house. 
 
13:33 
In 1943, the Germans rounded all of the Jews up outside with their 
possessions.  Jack ran away because he knew a place where his family 
could hide.  When he first arrived at this hiding place, the people 
wouldn't let him in because they were frightened.  His friends 
eventually opened the door and Jack went into hiding.  His friends 
gave him food during the day, but at night, he picked potatoes and 
carrots and brought them to his friends. 
 
14:56 
One of his sisters knew where Jack was hiding and set out to find 
him.  The Germans killed her on the way.  He never saw his parents 
or sisters again.  He assumes they are dead.  Jack's brothers were 
taken to a munitions factory called "Hasak Pensarak".  In 1943 he 
was also taken there.  He stayed there from 1943 to 1945. 
 
15:40 
At first Jack didn't think "Hasak Pensarak" was that bad because 
there were "regular" soldiers monitoring the prisoners.  When the 
SS came, however, it was bad.  Every night the SS took two to four 
prisoners to a nearby cemetery and killed them.  Some were killed 
because they were old.  Some were killed because the SS didn't like 
the way they were working.  Jack felt helpless. 
 
16:53 
According to Jack, from 1944-1945 was really hard because the SS 
were so mean.  They would beat the prisoners and starve them.  He's 
not sure how people survived.  Many died because they just gave up.  

https://collections.ushmm.org 
Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection



Jack said if a prisoner walked to close to an SS officer, he would 
get kicked by the SS.  The SS also teased the prisoners with 
promises of food rewards that were never fulfilled. 
 
17:36 
The prisoners worked in three shifts.  The women had it worse than 
the men because they worked at night and were given even less food 
than the men.  The prisoners were fed soup which was like water and 
little pieces of bread. 
 
18:00 
Jack would stretch his food portion by taking small bites of his 
bread throughout the day, rather than devouring the whole thing in 
one bite. 
 
19:44 
In 1945, the Russians came in.  Jack felt better because he thought 
he'd be free.  He left with the Russians but had a difficult time 
with them because they also had little to eat.  Jack stayed with 
the Russians for three weeks and then returned to "Chestechov".  
His brothers also survived "Hasak Pensarak", but did not leave with 
the Russians as Jack did. 
 
20:33 
In "Chestechov" Jack had to start his life over from scratch since 
he didn't have any money.  He says it took him a while to establish 
himself in "Chestechov" as a free man.  He had a difficult time 
getting along with the Russians in the city because he didn't like 
their attitudes, especially their attitudes toward women.  
According to Jack, they sexually harassed many of the women in 
"Chestechov".  He felt that the Russians were both good and bad.  
He says that they "had no heart". 
  
21:56 
Jack stayed in "Chestechov" until September of 1945 and then went 
to Germany.  He met his wife in "Chestechov" at Union Station.  She 
got off of a train and asked him for directions in Yiddish.  She 
had been liberated in May (he doesn't say from where) and still had 
no hair and weighed only seventy-five pounds.  She said she was 
looking for a market which Jack knew was in a bad part of town 
because there were a lot of Russians who looked for women there.  
He took her home with him instead. 
 
22:41 
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They ate dinner together that night.  She had a piece of bread with 
her that was "hard as a rock".  Even though Jack had plenty of 
food, she wouldn't let it go because she was afraid that she would 
starve if she did. 
 
23:15 
She told Jack that her name was Angela and that she hadn't seen so 
much food in years.  After dinner Jack found her a place to stay 
and arranged breakfast for her the next morning.  She thought he 
was an angel. 
 
24:50 
On September 15, 1945, they were married.  Just prior to their 
marriage, Angela asked Jack form money to bring her brother to 
"Chestechov".  He loaned her the money.  When Angela came back with 
her brother, she asked Jack to marry her.  He said yes and they 
were married. 
 
25:10  
The three of them currently live in Dallas, Texas.  Jack's brother-
in-law is very successful.  Jack says that he tried to help people 
who were down after the war. 
 
26:23 
In May of 1945, Jack and Angela moved to Germany.  After a while, 
they moved to Dallas because another of Angela's brothers had moved 
there in 1938.  He sent papers for them.  Jack says they arrived 
on a Thursday and he started working as a tailor on a Monday.  Jack 
and Angela lived with Angela's brother for eight months. 
 
27:50 
In 1949, both of Jack's brothers left Europe.  One of his brothers 
went to Philadelphia and the other went to Winnipeg.  They all see 
each other once in a while.  Jack reiterates that his parents and 
three sisters were killed.  He says his parents were very young 
when they were killed.  His father was fifty-two and mother was 
forty-nine. 
 
28:51 
He remembers that when he ran away and went into hiding he wanted 
to bring his parents with him.  He didn't realize that they would 
be killed right away.  Jack says that he has good memories of his 
family.  They were not very rich, but they were very close. 
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29:54 
Jack remembers that he had a lot of uncles and nephews that he never 
saw again.  He also remembers that many of the elders in the town 
died in the ghetto because there was no food.  Jack says that there 
were no walls around the ghetto, but everyone knew how far they 
could go and didn't venture outside of the ghetto. 
 
30:55 
Jack has good memories of holidays with his family.  He enjoyed 
walking to shul with his father and his brothers on Shabbat and 
seders during Passover.  He says his family had a "warm feeling". 
 
31:43 
Jack says he had a lot of respect for his parents.  His mother 
stayed home and raised the children.  They lived in a small house 
of two rooms and had a hard life. 
 
32:33 
Jack and Angela did not live for very long in Germany because every 
time he left the house to go find work, Angela told him the Germans 
would take him to jail.  As a result, they decided to leave. 
 
33:30 
Jack says it is bad to forget the Holocaust.  He says that we must 
tell the children so that they remember and know what people went 
through.  He says he hopes it won't happen again. 
 
35:58 
Jack says that the Holocaust was a bad experience.  He still has 
nightmares and he still hates what happened.  He says it is hard to 
imagine that it would happen again, but he feels that it could, 
especially since some people don't even believe that it happened at 
all.  Jack says that we must remember that it could happen again 
and uses the Jews in Russia as an example of current anti-semitism.  
He says that we cannot forget and feels that it is good that a 
memorial is being built so that everyone can remember the Holocaust 
and feel the suffering. 
 
36:48 
Jack says that people should give financial donations to a memorial 
so that the children of today won't forget the Holocaust. 
 
37:50 
Jack says that his children, especially his daughter, always visit 
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and donate money to the Holocaust memorial in Dallas.  Jack's sons 
aren't as active.  Jack says that he tells his children to remember 
what happened to him and Angela. 
 
38:53 
Jack says that he, Angela, and the children were very close.  One 
of his sons now plays the violin with the Los Angeles Symphony.  
His daughter is married and his other son is a movie editor.  None 
of the children live in Dallas. 
 
39:59 
All of Jack's children went to Hebrew school while they were growing 
up.  They are able to read Torah and are proud of their Jewish 
heritage. 
 
42:14 
Jack's daughter lives in Champagne, Illinois and has two daughters; 
one is thirteen and one is sixteen.  the thirteen year old just had 
a bat mitzvah. 
 
44:20 
Jack says that he was the oldest in his family.  He was very close 
with his brothers, although now they all live separately.  One of 
Jack's brothers is now disabled.  Jack sends him money every month. 
 
45:37 
Jack says that there were many people who were in more camps than 
he was.  He says "Cheechanov" was a really bad experience because 
of the lack of food and the dogs.  It was better in "Hasak Pensarak".  
In the first camp Jack was in, he remembers that they had Kol Nidre 
services and prayed.  Many of the men were crying including himself.  
He says he couldn't help crying. 
 
48:47 
Jack says that all of the people he once knew are scattered around 
the world.  Jack wants people to remember the Holocaust and how bad 
it was.  He also wants people to remember what kind of person Hitler 
was.  He says that if people don't remember the Holocaust, a whole 
part of history will be lost. 
 
49:10 
Jack says that if our children remember, their children will also 
remember.  He says that people now must remember the Holocaust or 
no one will.  He hopes that no one forgets. 

https://collections.ushmm.org 
Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection



 
50:27 
Jack and his wife were very open about their Holocaust experiences 
with their children.  He showed his children pictures.  He says his 
children were heartbroken over their parents' experiences and cried. 
 
53:40 
He thinks it's important for children of Holocaust survivors to 
know what happened to their parents.  His children belong to a 
group of children of Holocaust survivors.  He is glad that his 
children want to remember the Holocaust since that is why he told 
them about it in the first place. 
 
54:40 
Jack thinks that people should help Holocaust survivor organizations 
and the community at large. 
 
--END-- 
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