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Tape I 
James Hirsch born in Satu Mare, Romania on March 11, 1928 describes his three different 
names and his early life; speaking both Romanian and Yiddish in the home; his father coming 
from Madya Lapus (?) in the 1920’s after serving as a POW in Russia; his father meeting his 
mother, Eva, on a shabbat invitation from her father and siblings, Farry and Helen; his start at 
school; the birth of his younger brother; his father’s job at the Minerva Insurance Company 
which required the family to move to Nagykároly (Cerei in Romanian); the different Jewish 
religious groups living in town; the return of his town to Hungarian control in 1940; his sense of 
the changes in the town due to heavier German influence and impressions of the early events 
of the war; the rising anti-Semitism in his school and town. 
 
Tape II 
Hirsch goes on to describe the changes in local Hungarian attitudes toward Jews; the start of 
the occupation by German soldiers in March 1944; the beginning of restrictive rules including 
wearing the yellow star, culminating with the demand to leave their homes for a local town 
ghetto; the expulsion to a larger ghetto in Satu Mare; the loading of boxcars for Birkenau, 
stopping for a while in Katowice; the separating process by Mengele when he last saw his 
mother; his marching to Monowitz Concentration Camp where he was assigned to cement 
work, then on to iron piece work. 
 
Tape III 
Hirsch continues on to describe the sterilization of a prisoner friend; a bombing of the camp in 
September 1944; the forced mass deportation march on January 18, 1945 to Gleiwitz 
Concentration Camp; the final visit with his father; the continuing deportation by open train car 
to Buchenwald; the improved treatment they received; his liberation on April 11 by Black GI’s; 
the “battle of the minds” by countries to encourage repatriation; his decision to go to France 
and not return to Hungary as one of the “Buchenwalder Kinder”; his assistance from OSE to 
determine his next steps; and finally how he received his affidavit to go to America.   
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