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Tape I 
Alegre Tevet speaks of her birth on November 15, 1922 in Drama, Greece; her family life as the fourth 
girl among seven children with parents, Samuel and Sarah Castro (one sister, Julia Cohen, survived with 
her); her father was a shoemaker, her mother a homemaker;  spoke Ladino at home as they and the 
Jews in town were all Sephardic, while also knowledgeable of Greek and Hebrew; the periodic 
departures in 1940-41 of her family to live with relatives in Salonika (Thessalonikē) after the war started 
and hostilities with Bulgaria began until the entire family was there.  
 
Alegre describes that in early winter 1942 all the Jews were placed into ghettos, and after two weeks 
transported to Birkenau; the separation from her mother and the male members of her family; moving 
to Auschwitz late in 1942; the gassing of her sister, Mathilde; her work as a shoemaker in 1943-44; 
walking to Bergen-Belsen in 1944 and describing her time there; her feelings as the camp was liberated; 
their treatment by the British troops; her decision to return to her home in Greece after a stay in 
Brussels.   
 
Tape II 
Alegre describes her return to Salonika, Greece by air from Brussels in September, 1945; meeting an old 
friend, Albert, in Salonika; moving back to Drama and marrying Albert in November 1945 and the 
presence of anti-Semitism; describing her children – Isaac, Sarah, and Mathilde; her decision to come to 
the U.S. and arrival in 1951; her husband’s passing in 1971; her sister’s decision to go to Israel in 1948; 
continuing with relating some individual experiences at the camps; concluding with her opinions about 
the various learnings from the holocaust.  
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