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Why don’t we start again with these questions that I’ve got in
front of me.

Topic Tape Location Length

Past 4 01:01:00:25

The first one I’ve got is I just wanted to talk to you a little
bit about your past, where you were born and what you remember
about your town and your family life when you were growing up.
This is all pertaining to before the Holocaust. Okay - so your
earliest memories prior to the Holocaust. Just relax, talk to
me, look at me and let’s just have a conversation.

I was born in Poland, 80 kilometers from Vilna. It was a
beautiful place, 5,000 inhabitants - 1/2 Jews and 1/2 Gentiles.
We were five children at home. Mother and father. He had a
store - a shoe store, we had a cow. It was very comfortable at
home. We were not rich - we had plenty to eat and we were
considered rich because we had plenty to eat. And we went to
school, my parents worked in the store. We had one maid at home
- she 1lived with us and it was good memories. I had a lot of
friends, we played after school. I was going in the morning to
public school, this was grade school - I don’t know if you call
this public or grade school - in the afternoon I went to a Hebrew
school and on the weekends, especially Friday, Friday 12:00 was
already we preparing - my mother - and help at home was preparing
for Shabbos and Saturday we didn’t do anything. We went to the
synagogue, we played with friends and Sunday the store was open
again and we had a good time.

Topic Tape Location Length
Childhood 4 01:01:02:50
It sounds like you had a really nice childhood - your early

childhood. Give me your age at this point in time - how old were
you?

I was born - should I when I come out I didn’t start something I
should have put my name and how old I was.

We’re going to have a professional narrator who will do that for
us, but for my own curiousity - the time you just described, a
very positive time in your childhood, how old were you?

I was born in 1927, September 8 and I was the youngest from the
girls of five children. I had a little brother. My oldest
sister was sent away to another city to college. We didn’t have
a college in our town and my third sister didn’t like school, she
was going for a trade school, she was learning how to sew and a
beautiful city - as a matter of fact people used to come to us
for vacation from bigger cities where it was the landscape, the,
how do you say it - the forest - was very pretty and I remember
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at home we used to have our own milk because we had a cow, we had
our own cheese, my mother used to make our own cheese and I have
good memories of my childhood.

Topic Tape Location Length
Anti-
Semitisim 4 01:01:04:53

Now I want to ask you a 1little bit about at what point that
started to change and you started to remember feelings of
witnessing anti-semitism towards the Jews in your community and
when, Jjust 1in general, things started to change. How old you
were and what you remember feeling.

I remember in school that I was different. 1In Polish, and I will
say this in English, we were called the Christ Killer. And I
couldn’t understand it why, but when I came home, my mother told
me that the Gentile people believed that we killed Christ. What
else did you ask me?

Topic Tape Location Length
Anti-
Semitism 4 01:01:05:43

About how old were you when you remember this starting to surface
- these feelings?

Nine, eight - I remember that I was different because I had to go
- my other classmates did not go to our Hebrew School. I went
with my sister. We went to a Hebrew school. So I knew that I
was different and we didn’t eat certain things. Like pork, we
did not eat and when I used to compare and talk to my classmates
what did you eat and they used to have different things than we
ate so I felt different.

Topic Tape Location Length
Child’s

feelings

about being

different 4 01:01:06:33

Did you want to be 1like everyone else seemed to be or were you
proud of the fact you were unique?

At that age I was very proud of my heritage. My mother instilled
in us that we should be proud whoever we are.

Topic Tape Location Length
Anti-
Semitism 4 01:01:07:02

Okay, so you were first recall feelings like this through your
school? Do you remember feeling other type of anti-semitic

This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy.



http://collections.ushmm.org }
Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection

behavior around you? Do you remember feeling other ...?

I remember that at the corner they used stay - young boys -
polish boys and used to say this is a Jewish store - don’t go
there shopping - my mother used to say that 1look that they are
standing at the corner and telling customers not to come into us.
I don’t remember in what year it was, but I remember that.

Topic Tape Location Length
Hitler/Nazis 4 01:01:07:51

Can you tell me a little about where you were living and when you
remember first hearing about Hitler and the Nazis?

I was Krevow and my father was very concerned what is happening
in Germany. It was in the papers that they are killing some Jews
and they were expelled from some Institutions I understand. They
were not allowed to practice their profession. Like professors
or doctors or they lost their jobs and this was in the paper.

Then families came to us -~ it was in ’39 - German families came
to us and we had to take them in. And natural they had a
different culture than we did. In ‘39, maybe I should not get
ahead of myself. The Russians came to us and invaded Poland.

The Germans didn’t have time to come to us. The Russians came in
1939. And we were very worried. But we didn’t expect them to
come to us til much later, like in 1941 they came to us.

Topic Tape Location Length

Beginning

Invasion 4 01:01:10:00

We were talking about - it sounds 1like the majority of

information you were getting them might have been through
newspapers and you heard it through your father.

My father, neighbors that the situation in Germany is very bad,
but we didn’t think they are coming to us because we knew that
the Russians came to us.

Topic Tape Location Length
Beginning
Invasion 4 01:01:10:42

So, 1it’s interesting at that point you still felt like somehow
you would be immune to what was happening all around you.

That’s what we thought. Immune is that they’ll will spare us -
yes? It will not affect us. Very worried because we knew the
German Jews came to us. They lived with us. As a matter of

fact, one family stayed in our house and they were telling us
what was going on in Germany, but they thought they found a safe
haven and we thought that it’s not going to be that bad like in
Germany, Wwe are going to be immune to that, that’s what we
thought.
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Topic Tape Location Length
4 01:01:11:28
When did you first realize and how did you realize it?

How did we really realize that is when they invaded in ‘41 - in
1941 when the Nazis came to us.
Topic Tape Location Length

4 01:01:11:43
So this was when they occupied your town?
Yes.
Can you describe and tell me the experiences from that?
It was devastating. They right away it was a lot of noise, they
came to the house and with the worst kind of language fafluckta
yuda - that means you are a damn Jews, we are going to kill you

all and there was a lot of beating going on and the first day
they took out six young men and the shot them at random. I saw

it. With my own eyes I saw that - they were even not buried -
they were left lying in a ditch and I think they were 16 because
- the reason I know who it was - it was friends of my oldest
sister. And they were shot. So then we really found out what
the Germans are capable of doing. We were putting on yellow arm
bands that we should be identified as Jews, we stopped school
right away - there was no school. We couldn’t walk on the
sidewalk, we couldn’t play outside, we were ordered to stay at
home and be quiet. The windows was never opened, we never went

near the window, you were warned not to do that, so that’s when
we find out what the Germans are capable of doing. Now a lot of
people ran for the partisan - you know what the partisans are in
the woods. My niddle sister who was at that time I was 11, 13,
15, she was 15, she ran to the partisan and she was killed right
away. All the young people who went in the woods - there’s
another name for the woods - in the forest - a big forest, we had
beautiful forests, they were all killed right away.

Topic Tape Location Length
4 01:01:15:00
Why did you decide not to run?
I was very young and I was very attached to my parents. It came
to wus a young couple, a polish couple and asked us that they are

going to take us - just two sisters, me and my other sister who
lives now in Israel and she will take care of us and she will

hide us in the attic. I started crying and my mother started
crying and my sister and mother said forget it. We all going to
stay together. And that’s why I didn’t run anywhere. But very

shortly, we didn’t stay too 1long in our house, a ghetto was

This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy.




Z
http://collections.ushmm.org ~
Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection

formed and we were forced to go to a ghetto. But I think I am
going to fast I remember I stayed a couple of weeks in my own
home and the Nazis used to come every night, knocking with sticks
and with guns and ask us young, two young sisters, me and my
other sister, two young children, to undress everything and
should stay in front of them and they beat us, they pulled out
hair and then they left and come again and again.

Topic Tape Location Length
4 01:01:17:05

Were your parents in the house?

My father, we had a back door and he saw this for the first time
he ran away and he spent in the street the whole night and he
came back - they were looking for him and when he came the second
the night and they did the same thing, they told us to undress,
they didn’t tell my mother to undress, just me and my sister to
undress naked in front of them - they stayed for hours. I didn’t
know why what did they want - for hours and they say to my father
if you will ever run away again, they pointed the gun at his face
and he has never done this again.

Topic Tape Location Length
4 01:01:18:18

Were you raped by these men?

No. They how you say it - pulled on me and my sister. At my
age, in ‘41 I was 11 - I was developed very well - I think
stopped growing after everything. They just pulled me - you know
- at my breast and so was my sister, she was two years older than
I was. And first one Nazi and then the other one.

Topic Tape Location Length
4 01:01:19:11

Now this happened?

Before left for ghetto. Before I left

Topic Tape Location Length
4 01:01:19:20

Was there anything else you remember that happened before you
left the ghetto that you want to share with us?

They came and they asked for whatever we have. Gold, diamonds -
we didn’t have any diamonds, but we had gold pieces, I don’t what
you call this in English, but my mother sewed it in everything in
the clothes and they didn’t find anything, but they beat my
mother and father because they say we don’t have nothing. We are
poor Jews, but they say you have a store, you bound to have
money. My mother and father was beaten until they were bleeding.
On their faces, on their head. There was a lot of looting going
on from the we had on the right side some polish people and I
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thought they were really good friends, but there was a lot
looting ~ they walk into the store and took away everything from
us.

Topic Tape Location Length
4 01:01:20:56

Being a little girl, seeing all this happen around you, what was
the ?

Devasting. I couldn’t believe - you read about it, you hear
about it, but you don’t think that one human being to another one
can do this to you. And I don’t think - it’s already 45 years -
I don’t think I overcame the trauma, but I lived through the war.

Topic Tape Location Length
4 01:01:21:44
I wonder if anyone does. That type of trauma. What you

experienced. Okay, so you were getting ready to be taken to the
ghetto - can you tell me about when you were being taken to the
ghetto and what happened?

I think it was a few weeks that the Germans had loud speakers
outside and we were told to take our few belongings and we are
going to go to a ghetto - nothing will happen to wus if we obey
their orders to do what they tell us to do. To march out from
the house and you marched and you stayed for quite a few hours
counting us - how many people. Because we lived 1in the
mainstream in this little city. And we stayed for hours and they
called us we should go to the ghetto. We went to the ghetto, we
had to rooms I think. At that time it was just my mother and I,
my little brother, my youngest - he was younger I think 5 years
than I was and my sister and it was another family with us. My
father became very sick and when we asked for medicine we did not
get any and he died in ghetto. He died 1in ghetto it was no
funeral. They told us go on - we didn’t have any car, we had
buggy and horse. I don’t know how my mother obtained this buggy
and horse from, I don’t remember that. But we had to do it
ourselves and he was thrown in a hole with no rituals - nothing
and we came home and ...

Topic Tape Location Length
4 01:00:24:40

What about 1life in the ghetto - you hear about the starvation,
the treatment. Can you tell me about your experiences and what
you saw in the way that people were treated?

Worse than dogs. Worse than dogs. We didn’t have any food -
there was every day going on shooting - everyday. And we were
frustrated, we sat at home and we how do you say it - our fate -
we talk about fate - what will happen now next - it comes to me
now something. We were asked to walk for hours, we walked with
little suitcases, we walked our little town, the town was from
where my grandparents were.
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Answer:

I don’t want to go back to the same place that I have such bad
memories. Let’s stay here and go on with our lives. She didn’t
want it. She said I have to go. I will have to leave you. And
after I found out then I will come for you. We will go to Israel
or we will come back. She came home and she met a man, she was
very sorry that she 1in her letters that she went back because
live over there was very terrible, but she married and she had
two children and after I think 5 or 6 years, she moved to Israel
and she lives in Israel and I live here.

LOCATION: 00:28:25

Question: I want to ask you to take an opportunity - vyou
mentioned to me before that it was really important to you to say
something creative and insightful when you children take the
opportunity to watch this. Can you talk to me for a minute as if
I’'m going to be them watching you when they see this tape and
tell me what you want to tell them about your experiences. If
there is one message that you really want to get across from what
you went through to tell your children and their children? Did
that question make sense?

Answer: It makes a lot of sense. A lot of sense, I have to
read a few words that I just - I don’t know if it will apply to
that, but I have to say it because there are some things I have
to 7/We survivors are aging and before we entrust the legacy of
rememberance to the next generation, we must tell our story./ I
was among the fortunate who came to the U.S. ,to rebuild our
lives, create new families, through our children.£/We tried to be
emotionally strong but as we age the memories ave become more
vivid and haunt us in our dreams. I have an urgent need to teach
going, to never let such a
tragedy happen again.  There 1S something else I have written
down that - it is hard sometimes for me and I don’t have it. Did
you ask me 1if people would see this program - did you ask me
that? And did I answer or I didn’t. I survived four years in a
concentration camp. It was worse than hell.

LOCATION: 00:31:19

Question: Can you tell me this without using the paper. It just
has so much more . I know it’s hard for vyou and I know you
spent time on that, but just tell me how you feel.

Answer: I still remember the killings. I remember 6 million

martyrs. Did I say it right. Do you know what I am talking
about? But the annihilation of European Jewry must never be
forgotten. Never be forgiven. But I have forgiven. It’s a

strong word.

LOCATION: 00:32:07
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Question: Forgiveness - and how you have managed to cope and how
you look at today - can you share some of that with me?

Answer: You have to forgive because if you don’t forgive people
you are really hurting yourself very much. Hitler came to power,
he was a sick man. And there were weak people who followed him.
They were ignorant, most of them uneducated and they did what
Hitler told them. But there must be a lesson to that. Not to
listen what somebody tells you to do. People are people. If you
don’t like him, don’t associate with him, but don’t kill him
brutally, don’t gas him, don’t torture him.

LOCATION: 00:33:34

Question: Tell me know, I am one of your grandchildren or one of
your children, tell me the one thing, if I am only going to
remember one thing, about what you experienced, what do you want
me to remember? If I am only going to remember one thing or a
lesson about your experience?

Answer: Yes, there was a Hitler. And your grandmother was in a
concentration camp and I survived, I was the lucky one, but you
must go on with your life and be involved in whatever capacity
you can and to see who our leaders are, who our governors are and
to speak up for your rights. It is everybody’s duty to be
involved and help other human beings. Very important. And take
an active role in your government. Directly or indirectly.

LOCATION: 00:35:36

Question: At what point, you said that today you still have a
problem trusting people with the horrors and nightmares you
experienced. Can you tell me about what its taken in you to
still go on and enjoy your life and live a full life and so on?
What its taken, how difficult its been at times and where you
searched within yourself to do it?

Answer: I worked in a place that I work now for 19 years and I
have tried always to work harder than anybody else. I don’ know
why. I wanted to be loved. I felt whatever I did I didn’t do
right. In my head was put in at such an early age that I am
unworthy, I am dirty, my religion is not good, that what I was
led to believe - that I am no good. And even now in my married
life I tried always to better myself and yet and don’t get me
wrong, I love Gentile people, I lived with them for so many years
now as neighbors, I always felt that they are better than I am.
I envied them. I envied them because I felt that they never went
through and they should never go through the atrocities what I
went through and they had normal childhoods, maybe it was
envious, a normal childhood - do you know what it means to take a
trip to school, to see the Washington Monument or go to the
Whitehouse when a teacher takes you. That’s why when I see an
uneducated person and they always blame somebody else the
establishment. I say don’t blame nobody, just go to school and
better yourself and you will be just as good as anybody else.
But you see, I say this for somebody else, but with me I couldn’t
shake it. I could not shake it all through my 1life til now.
Sure I go on and I try to be busy, but something is missing - the
four years that I have spent in the concentration camp. I am not
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the same. Don’t ask me why.

LOCATION:

Question: Is there one memory from the time in the camps that
haunts you more frequently than anything else?

Answer: It haunts me the killings, the shooting, the beating,
the starvation. Not to throw away so much food - cannot be
thrown away from my house. I appreciate it if I have hot water,
still today, if I have hot water and I can shower and I think I
am in seventh heaven. Some people are better than others dealing
with problems. It was in me I don’t know what is it. And yet
pecple think wherever I go, whatever I do I put on a smiling face
and very seldom I think when was it I was with a neighbor of mine
she said I don’t know you were in a concentration camp. You are
such a marvelous person. Yet, I try not to think about it in the
daytime and at night I cry and I cry alone. Is there an answer
to that.

LOCATION: 00:40:65

Question: They want to know what you were called as a child in
the camps? Were you a number?

Answer: A number.
LOCATION: 00:41:07

Question: Using that can you share some of the thoughts in your
mind, your self-taught, that you used to get from one day to the
next?

Answer: You mean now in my everyday life or in concentration
camp?

LOCATION: 00:41:28

Question: Then. What did you say to yourself to get to move
from one day to the next and to look at the things you saw and
then still turn away and be able to go on?

Answer: Well I dreamed a lot. I dreamed a lot __  what are
other people doing. Under the rainbow - what is going on over
there? Will I ever see a normal world, will I ever be free?
Will I ever be like people are walking through the streets and I
am peeping through the, we didn’t have windows, we had little, I
don’t what you call it, but you can see the __ that people
sometimes. Will I ever be able to see a world other than Jjust
the barracks? I did not believe that.

LOCATION: 00:42:27

Question: Now I am just going to ask, let me take a quick look
at my questions to make sure that - do we want to find out about
her decision to come to America and - Are there any other ways
today that your life has been affected by your experiences during
the Holocaust?
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Answer: My life, I try not to dwell on it. I try to block out
everything. I have lost my husband a year and a half and I 1live
alone, I have a lot of time on my hands now to think about it and
I try really not to think about it, I try to be busy. I work, I
go to lectures, I walk a lot. Stay in the library a 1lot. They
know me by my first name and I try to be busy.

LOCATION: 00:44:12

Question: Do you think you ever try to escape, run from the
memories, and now it’s almost as though you are facing them?

Answer: My whole life I have run from my memories, I always run

from my memories. And I think that’s why I survived, maybe I
came out a stronger person. I run away always from my memories
and I worked all my life - I had to work, raise a family, help

out my husband and I tried not to dwell on that. But the
memories at night was terrible. My husband used to wake me up in
the morning, sometimes he was screaming, sometimes I was
screaming. Sometimes I was just wet, the whole time different.

LOCATION: 00:45:08

Question: Was your husband in a camp also, how did you meet your
husband?

Answer: I met him in Bergen Belson. He comes to look for his
sister and I was close by his sister. I knew his sister and he
met me and the minute he ... he was living in Biawite, Bavaria,

in Germany and he asked me, believe it or not, after a few days
he asks me to come with him and I went. I was all alone. I had
a low esteem of myself that if somebody showed me kindness and he
was like a father figure to me, he was eleven years older than I

was. I went with him and after I think a year, we married in
’46. And I that’s the way I met my husband and we lived for 42
years - he had memories. He ran away from concentration camp.

And he lived as a Polack, as a Gentile man - you know what I am
talking about. The only thing he had privileges, they showered
-he was not filthy as I was. And whenever he had to go to the
shower - you know Jews are circumcised, and he ran very quick and
he had towels and he covered himself up with the towel and he was
not caught. And he was 1liberated as a and he worked -
Polish people had better treatment than we had. Gentile people
had better treatment than we had. They had - their clothes was
changed once a month they changed and he worked in this place
where the clothes was changing.

LOCATION: 00:47:51

Question: I read in a lot of the research I did, that often when
you are taken into a camp, you were given a number and a marking
your body. Did you every experience anything like that?

Answer: I was a number I wore right up here, but on my this was
in Auschwitz -

Question: You werein Auschwitz?

Answer: I was not in Auschwitz - that’s why I don’t have a
number. But when I was liberated I got documents that it was
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found in Dachau from the first day to the end of the war, for
four years, I got all papers, all the dates, the years where I
spent it, what I did, all the papers were sent to me, they found
me and it was sent to me here in Richmond, VA. I have the

papers.
LOCATION: 00:49:08

Question: You said that 6 million Jews were killed. Can
you tell me how you feel about that and first of all why do you
feel that way? Why do you think the history is wrong?

Answer: That it was just 6 million Jews. Because what had
happened in Russia, they were digging, it was no crematorium,
except Babi Yar and Babi Yar and I don’t think they kept an
account, how many Jews were killed. I feel here 1like it was the
Polish Jews the Hungarian Jews and friends, it was kept how do
you call this in English, kept they knew it, we were always
counted and the Germans found how many Jews, but in Russia, they
had a hard time with the Russian fighting and they did not keep a
count. They did not keep the census and that’s why the number is
not accurate - it was killed much more.

LOCATION: 00:50:38

Question: Of all the camps you were in and there were several,
does one of them stand out as particularly worse than the others?

Answer: Hell - Bergen Belson.

Question: What makes Bergen Belson different than the other
camps?

Answer: You see in the other camps, they were killing the Jews
and they were in a ditch. They were in the holes. And I didn’t
see this on an every day basis. In Bergen Belson everyday basis.
In Bergen Belson it was in front of my eyes the minute I opened
my eyes. The corpses - to see a corpse - I am laughing - I tried
all my life to laugh and forget it. The corpses, to see corpses
in front of you, you know a dead man, and that is something that
I cannot forget.

LOCATION: 00:51:47

Question: Did you cry when it happened - when you saw it
happening?
Answer: I don’t think I had so many tears - I cried all the

time. At night now, but seeing everything in front of your eyes
and your afraid to cry. You were afraid to cry. Because you had
to show you are strong and not to complain. Don’t you dare to
complaln - don’t you say to nobody.Quesktion: - e =TT

This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy.






